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Southern Alberta Drifters  is a registered chapter of the 
Family Motor Coach Association.  Membership is open to 
any FMCA member in good standing.

All cheques, registration, and sign-up forms, should be 
sent by e-transfer to southernalbertadrifters@gmail.com
or mail to our Treasurer:
 Carr McLeod 35 Ranch Estates Drive NW
   Calgary, AB   T3G 1J9

Official mailing address is:
 Gerrit Nel 25 Sleigh Drive
   Redwood Meadows, AB   T3Z 1A1

Website :  www.southernalbertadrifters.ca

General Info
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cont’d on pg 2 ....

With a great 2023 in the rearview mirror, a rather strange winter so far with 
record low temperatures, we are all experiencing some above normal temps that 
make us itchy to go get that RV out for the new 2024 camping season.  I rather 
suggest you calm that itch for a couple more months and start preparing 
mentally for a great season ahead. 

We like to welcome 4 new SAD members that have joined the club recently:  
Wayne Bell & Irma Carrol (Okotoks), Ernie Mylymok (Medicine Hat), Terri and 
Lorne Blakley (Foothills) and Peter & Carol McDonald (Cochrane).  We are 
looking forward to meeting you all at our rallies, and remind the group that our 
first rally is May 9-12, 2024 at Bob Lockhead Lions Memorial Park, Diamond 
Valley, AB.  Stephen and Anne Pick will be our hosts, and Gerrit and Elsabé Nel 
will be the co-hosts.  Hope to see you there!

The preliminary info for the May 9 to 
12th rally at Diamond Valley is on 
page 5 (the info and sign-up form 
will be sent out separately in early 
April).  Please let us know ASAP if 
you plan to attend (or if you 
definitively can not) so we can 
finalize site numbers with the 
campground.  Yes, there are still 2 
months to go and things change, so 
it is not a binding commitment, just 
extremely helpful information to us 
as hosts.  Payment is not needed 
until April.  There may be a few 
tweaks to the schedule yet, but the 
basic concept is there.

It’s time to get the rigs out of winter 
hibernation soon!  For us here on “the 
ridge”, planning/preparations are in 
progress for the 2024 season.  The most 
recent task has been installing a cupboard 
and some shelves in the travel trailer to 
better organize storage (not to increase it 
... weight, as always, is a consideration for 
RVs!).  Now to check all the seams, re-
caulk as needed, then polish up the rigs.  

Our first trip in April will be a wandering route out to Campbell River BC to visit 
my brother, and then south to Albany Oregon for the spring FMCA Northwest 
planning meeting ... I will update you all on FMCA goings-on at the May rally.  

If all goes as planned this year, we have 3 trips planned, and will touch 2.75 of 
Canada’s 3 ocean coasts (and around 25,000 km in total).  Why 2.75 you ask? ... 
well Montreal is a bit short of reaching the Atlantic coast (but is on the seaway, 
and 3/4s of the way there from here!).  I hear one member is heading to Alaska 
on a caravan, perhaps some ramblings from them on the trip will appear here in 
future.  Any others have major trips in planning?

With 4 new members this spring, we asked for a brief RV bio from the new 
members to introduce themselves to the Chapter.  In this issue we have a first 
RV-Bio, and hopefully more to come in subsequent issues.  Perhaps the re-
newing members can also provide a short intro paragraph as well to remind all of 



Member News

New Members !

It is fantastic to have new members in the Chapter, but it is with 
regret that we report that Bill and Carol Newman will be leaving 
the Chapter and selling their motorhome.  We enjoyed having 
them as members and wish them the best going forward.

Greetings to all who enjoy the RV lifestyle!

With the holidays behind us, we turn our attention to where and 
when we want to travel.  Planning is such an important 
consideration, else we end up either not going, or ending up in a 
place we didn’t plan.  

The Northwest Area is hosting the International FMCA rally on 
August 14-17, 2024, in Redmond Oregon, and it goes without 
saying that we need “planning” to meet this challenge.  Further, 
each of your individual chapters are planning where and when you 
plan to go.  I appreciate your attention to detail.  If you have not 
sent me your rally dates, please do that soon so I can update my 
calendar.

Speaking of Planning, hosting the International FMCA rally 
requires a more intensive plan, including the need for a large 
representation through your registrations, coordination of 
“Captains” and the need for many volunteers!  I am respectfully 
requesting that you contact your chapter members to see if they 
are planning to attend the Redmond Convention, and if they will 
be volunteers.  Not only do we need lots of volunteers, but it 
would be awesome to see NWA Chapters “caravan in” to the rally 
like we did in past years.  We could park together, enjoy 
fellowship, meet new friends, perhaps acquire new chapter 
members!  As you can see, our need for participation, volunteers, 
&amp; captains cannot be overstated!  The future of FMCA is 
going to be what we make of it.  We need special attention from 
you to encourage your chapter members to register, volunteer, 
and participate in this Redmond, Oregon Convention.

Please contact the NWA Redmond Volunteer Coordinator, Cindy 
Haynes ( ) with your list of volunteers, cwhaynes2@msn.com
and/or for volunteer questions.  We have a great opportunity to 
showcase our Pacific Northwest Area and we need all the 
participation, support, and volunteerism that we can muster.  I am 
asking respectfully for your support in this matter.  I will be more 
than happy to answer any other questions you or they may have.

Safe travels!
Dennis Martin, Northwest Area President
513-824-4949
dvrcommanders@gmail.com

Message from Dennis Martin
Northwest Area President

Wayne Bell & Irma Connel, Okotoks

Peter & Carole McDonald, Cochrane

Ernie Mylymok, Medicine Hat

Lorne & Terri, Foothills County

Member Recruiting
As we go into the 2024 Rally season, 
consider inviting your RV friends to 
join us for a rally.

Encourage them to use this QR code 
to access our website and learn all 
about us, and our rally schedule for 
2024, so they can choose an event 
that fits in with their schedule.

Below is a sample of our recruitment 
card ... you can give one out to a 
prospective member you meet 
when camping ... if they join FMCA 
and mention your ‘F number’, you will receive something from 
FMCA in recognition of your recruitment efforts.

Recruitment cards are available at rallies.  Be sure to get yours!

SCAN ME !

Stephen’s Ramblings
....  cont’d from pg 1

us about their RV history?  Send it in, we are always looking for 
new content for your News Drifts (it also helps you by limiting my 
ramblings!).

We are trying out a US Travel SIM card for the April trip.  A 15 day 
plan for $50 which beats the $12/day Rogers charges for USA 
“roam like at home”.  e-SIM cards are cheaper, but my phone 
allows dual SIMs, but not e-SIMs.  A full USA/Canada annual plan 
is available, but it’s not cost effective for just 14 days in the USA 
this year (and they want me to upgrade to a 5G phone to get a 
“preferred” rate).  Has anyone of you had any experience with 
travel SIM cards?

Time to stop the rambling.  As noted above, all are invited to send 
in a bio or article/column to be included in future issues.  We hope 
to see many of you at the Diamond Valley rally in May!
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FMCA Benefit
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July 2024 Caravan - Current Plans
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Caravan 2024   —   July 2nd to 12th
2 nights at each location
 Location  Campground     Area Activities

1) Fort Macleod  Rivers Edge RV Park    Head Smashed In Buffalo Jump, 
          NWMP Museum

2) Waterton  Crooked Creek Campground   Waterton National Park
 
3) Blairmore  Lost Lemon Campground   Frank Slide, Lumbreck Falls

4) Fort Steele, BC  Fort Steele Resort and RV Park   Heritage town and gold panning

5) Radium, BC  The Canyon RV Resort    Hot springs and mountains



Organizers / Hosts:
Picks

Organizers / Hosts:
Nels

Organizers / Hosts:
C McLeods

Organizers / Hosts:
TBD

Organizers / Hosts:
Klondikers / Wild Rose

Chapters

May 9 - 12 Lions Campground, Diamond Valley
 •    power/water/sewer & dump station

June 13-16 High Eagle RV Park, Rosebud
 •   power/water & dump station

July 2-12 Caravan through SW Alberta and into BC
 •  Fort Macleod, Waterton Park, Blairmore, Fort Steele, Radium

August 22-25 ‘Annual Salmon Fest’
 Three Hills Campground
 •   power/water/sewer & dump station

September TBA ‘Another Year in the Books’
 Joint Rally with other AB Chapters, Location TBD
 •   power/water & dump station TBD
 •   annual kite event, putt/putt golf, horseshoes, ladder golf
 •   AGM, Elections for Vice President & Secretary
 •   discussion/planning for 2025

2024 Events
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Wayne and I started our RV adventures in 2004 when we 
purchased a 1977 truck and camper.  We travelled to Waterton 
National Park and a few other campgrounds.  Wanting a little 
more space, we purchased a Rockwood Ultra-Lite bumper pull and 
a Toyota Tacoma to pull it.  We enjoyed the space it allowed us as 
we travelled to Boulton Provincial Park, Writing on Stone, Elkwater 
in Cypress Hills, Goldsprings, GasCity in Medicine Hat, to name a 
few.  After trading in the Tacoma for a Tundra, and the bumper 
pull for a Minnie Winnebago fifth wheel, we continued to explore 
our favourite campgrounds in Southern Alberta and added a great 
adventure when we attended the Music Festival, “Waynestock” in 
Wayne AB during the Labor Day weekend in 2022.  THAT is an 
adventure we will repeat in September, 2024.  2023 saw us trade 
in our fifth wheel for a 27 foot Coachman Pursuit.  Although we 
have only travelled to a few campgrounds with our motorhome 
that we have named “Miss Daisy”, we look forward to ‘Driving 
Miss Daisy’ to wherever the road takes us in 2024! 

Member Minute

May Rally in Diamond Valley

FMCA International Convention

Wayne Bell & Irma Connel

The Bob Lochhead Lions Campground is located in the town of Diamond Valley (east), on the banks of the Sheep River.  The sites we have 
reserved are full hook-ups:  50 amp power, water, sewer, and wi-fi service.  We have 8 sites reserved, and these are available on a first 
come / first served basis.  Rally hosts are Stephen and Anne Pick ... please let them know if - or if not - you are able to attend.  Planning is 
in progress, and it would be helpful to have and idea how many to plan for.

Meals
May 9 (Thursday)
 Arrive and check in at the office for campsite # 
 Eat dinner together (bring your own)
May 10 (Friday)
 Hot Breakfast (provided)
 Potluck Dinner ... salads and dessert are provided
May 11 (Saturday)
 Hot Breakfast (provided)
 BBQ Dinner provided
May 12 (Sunday)
 Continental Breakfast (provided)

Activities (all or some, weather/interest/etc dependent)
 Firesides
 LRC Dice game (bring 3 loonies per person)
 Cornhole Tournament
 Card Bingo ($5 entry or bring correct coins)
 Saturday excursion TBD
 Walking paths along the river and parks

Remember !!    Registration for the 109th FMCA International 
Convention in Redmond Oregon opens on April 3rd!  Register early  
for discounts!           www.fmca.com


