Non-locally trained doctors’
views on the Hong Kong
Medical Licensing Exam
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Survey summary / LG EEsE
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The Medical Licentiate Society of Hong Kong surveyed non-locally trained doctors to collect
their views on the Hong Kong Medical Licensing Examination.
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Survey participants overwhelmingly agreed the exam should remain a requirement for attaining
Full Registration in Hong Kong for all non-local graduates. Support for the exam remained
remarkably strong irrespective of the jurisdiction of medical school origin and professional
status in Hong.
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The survey was conducted between 27 May 2019 (14:00 HKT) and 3 June 2019 (23:00 HKT)
and resulted in 302 respondents.
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Survey demographics: Location of primary medical qualification
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/Participants graduated from 19 different
licensing jurisdictions spread across 6

continents.
Mainland China _ 28%
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45%

United Kingdom

Australia
Ireland 1% / \
Nearly half graduated from UK medical schools, while
Other (specify) . 6% over a quarter were from Mainland schools
United States l 5% i . e s e st i
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Canada I 1%

Singapore 1% k /
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Survey demographics: Professional status in Hong Kong
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302 Respondents / 302 {E[EE

LMCHK doctors 74%
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Passed the exam, but do not yet have LMCHK 14%
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Licensing exam candidates
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/Nearly 9 out of 10 had already passed \
the licensing exam, while over 1in 10
were exam candidates.
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The Licensing Exam should remain a requirement for attaining Full
Registration in HK for all non-local graduates [ :

ﬁsignificant majority (84 percerm
— agreed or strongly agreed that the
Strongly agree 51% exam should remain a
EERE .
requirement for all non-local
graduates to attain full
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Disagree

FRIE 5% \
Strongly disagree .
FERRE 7%
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Total does not equal 100% due to rounding / FHINEM B » B BTN E] 100% -

Likert scale choices were displayed to participants flipped randomly. / EIRAREIE T TS 8 R BIZESWHFEHENE,
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The Licensing Exam helps safeguard patients’ safety by ensuring all non-
local graduates meet Hong Kong's professional standards [ERE :

ﬁsignificant majority (84 percerm

— agreed or strongly agreed that the
42% exam helps safeguard patients'

e E) .
FERE _ safety by ensuring doctors meet
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Hong Kong's professional

Agree 49% standards.
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Likert scale choices were displayed to participants flipped randomly. / EIRAREIE T TS 8 R BIZESWHFEHENE,
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Please indicate why the Licensing Exam should remain a requirement
(choose 1 or more that apply):
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Maintain Hong Kong's professional standards
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Ensure the public's trust
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Colonial exemptions are no longer appropriate
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An exam is standard in most developed countries
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Select suitable candidates to practice in HK
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Limited registration already exists for specific areas

HEMAFRIER, BRER THRERM MRHE

Other
Hith

J 23%

0%  10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

63%

61%

70%

76%

77%

80%

Answer choices were displayed to participants in random order. / 2IR{A B ElE A EIZ S HREHLERNE .,
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/I\/Iaintaining \

professional
standards,
observing
international
norms, ensuring
the public’s trust
were leading
reasons for
keeping the exam.
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Please indicate why the Licensing Exam should remain a requirement
Excerpts from comments in “Other”:

“Fairness and equality is important” [ A ERFEHEFEEEE

“To ensure quality of medical professionals in HK” [ EREEEENER]

“To ensure overseas graduates are viewed as having similar, comparable professional
competencies as compare to local graduates” [ FERBNEXENEA B AMIEZEKRME
FELHHRMNEEKE]

“Exam is the most fair way to assess a medical doctor knowledge” T ZiXEE K — I EER
SEMRATHIE]

“People who got license from overseas, may not know local disease very well. In addition, if
you got MRCP or FRCP license, can you work in USA with exemptions even you pass USMLE ?
The answer is Nope. So why should the HKLME should have exemption?” [ B4\ ¥4
Rib+7THEAMPER, ME, MRMERBHERERE, FREBATUEEBEREME
THE?EZEEETRAIL, BEAETEEENEHAEZATLIARE?

“It is the only fair way to judge a potential candidate. Based on merit, not nationality or
historical links” @M — AL ATERZ—EBLEMAE - SHLEREBEEARGHEESD, ™
FEMBRMBIR R EL LER. |

“They should concentrate making the limited registration package more attractive. To have full
registration means doctors can go to private section, so it does not help the workforce shortage
in HA” T e RERRERM SHEHEARSIH, BPBNEBELEEXMEXER

, MPERF AT L RFAA IR, HEERMAFLETER]

“While many other countries do not accept hk medical graduates as exemption to practice in
their countries, why should we.” T EXEMAEMBIRA IR ERERZNELAIZRANE
. ATTEERMERRENEL? ]

“To be fair and ensure graduate indeed have the knowledge” [ HERATERBNEELEFE
BERIERSHE
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About the Licentiate Society / fii & & IRE: 4 R R G

The Medical Licentiate Society of Hong Kong is an independent, non-profit professional body representing
licensed non-local medical graduate doctors in Hong Kong.
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Non-locally trained doctors are a community of overseas, overland, and foreign doctors in Hong Kong that hold the
medical license qualification known as Licentiate of the Medical Council of Hong Kong (or LMCHK) and of those
actively preparing to achieve said qualification.
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The Licentiate Society was founded on 15 June 2017 and incorporated on 26 November 2019 to support the non-
locally trained doctor community and to engage with the public and other medical professionals both in and out of
Hong Kong.
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For more information / B % & &, please see our website / &% : https://Imchk.org
Contact / [%%: society@Ilmchk.org
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