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A Note About Our Cover Photo: 

 
During our 15th Annual Colonial Christmas, 325 school-aged children visited the Jacobus Vanderveer House during our weekday 

devoted to educating school groups.  Thanks to funding from the Anne L. and George H. Clapp Charitable and Educational 

Trust and transportation donated by Barker Bus Company, third through fifth-grade students from three public schools and 

three homeschool groups enjoyed an interactive pŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ōȅ .Ŝǘǎȅ wƻǎǎΣ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŜŘ ōȅ YƛƳ IŀƴƭŜȅ ƻŦ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀΩǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 

Historical Theatre.  Ms. Ross discussed her life and challenges during the American Revolution while cutting a five-point star to be 

ǎŜǿƴ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ άǎǘŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƛǇŜǎέ ŦƭŀƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ƳŜƳōers of 

John Lambs Artillery Company and learned about domestic life during the Colonial period, courtesy of Lady Ellen Ruck.  

 
 
 

This 2017 Annual Report was produced by The Friends of The Jacobus Vanderveer House. 
 

Special Thanks To Debbie Weisman For Photography 
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1| Message From The President 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
This is a museum built by the community for the community. 
 
Every year, we open our Dutch doors to increasing numbers of visitors of all ages, cultures and interests 
from New Jersey and beyond.  We bring together children and adults, seniors and veterans, heritage 
groups and historians. 
 
We educate, entertain, and enlighten them.  We facilitate discussion and debate, and we further the 
study of a little known period of Revolutionary War history that happened here, in Bedminster, in 
Somerset County! 
 
LΩƳ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΣ ǘƻƻΗ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗ  ¸ƻǳǊ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴŀǊȅέ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎŜǘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 
20 years ago.  
 
In these pages, yƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǊŜŀŘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΣ 
members, and community partners through communications, public programming, education and 
outreach, and leadership. 
 
Building for our future will require continued support from our community.  Within the next 18 months 
we hope to raise the barn that is the focus of our Raising The Bar(N) Capital Campaign.  It will provide 
much-needed space for our educational programming.  It will provide a secure, permanent exhibition 
space for the thousands of Revolutionary War artifacts excavated 30 years ago during the Pluckemin 
Archaeology Dig.  And, it will become a very special venue for our community. 
 
Thank you for making a revolutionary difference in our past, present and future! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Craig Sutherland 
President 



 

2| Fulfilling Our Mission 
 

In 1998, The Friends of the Jacobus Vanderveer House embarked on an ambitious mission . . . 
 

To restore, develop and operate the Jacobus Vanderveer House property,  

significant in United States Revolutionary War military history, 

 as a nationally important site and an educational and community resource. 
 
In 2017, we continued to make great strides towards fulfilling that mission by focusing on key areas to engage visitors of all ages, cultures, and 
interest in our historic site. 

 

Making a 
Revolutionary 
Difference!

Community 
Partnerships

Preservation

& Restoration
Education & 

Outreach



3| The Impact of Your Support in 2017 

155,000  

Dollars in Donations to the Jacobus Vanderveer House 
 

44,000  

Social Media Impressions 
 

4,500  

Visitors to the Jacobus Vanderveer House & Museum 
 

1,800  

School-aged children learned about the Vanderveer House, General Knox and local Revolutionary War history 
 

150  

Museum Members 
 

35  

Foundations and Corporate Partners sponsored our programs 
 

20  

Public programs engaged visitors of all ages 
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                                                                                        How About A Pony Ride With That History Lesson? 

 
On Thursday, June 22, children ages 6-12 were invited to attend a half-day educational 
program, called Pony Tales.  The children learned about 16-year-old Sybil Ludington, who 
rode 40 miles on the night of April 26, 1777, on her pony named Star, to alert militia forces 
about the approach of British troops to Danbury, Conn.  The story was told by Bedminster 
resident Carol Simon Levin, a youth services librarian at the Bridgewater branch of the 
Somerset County Library. The children acted out roles in the story and following the 
fascinating tale, had the opportunity to ride ponies themselves and learn about horse care.  
Ponies were provided by PonyShare, an award-winning mobile equine program, based in 
Morris County.   
 
According to historians, after the battle in Danbury, George Washington traveled to the 
Ludington home to thank Sybil personally for her role in stopping the British advance into 
New York. She rode twice the distance of Paul Revere and, unlike Revere, was not 
apprehended. If paintings and statues of her are accurate, she also did it sidesaddle.  Now 
¢I!¢Ω{ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ forget! 

 

 

Field of Honor® Benefits Veterans 

 
On Sunday, July 2, The Friends welcomed Congressman Leonard Lance (NJ-07), Bedminster 
Township Mayor Steve Parker, veterans, and approximately 165 local residents to a 
community picnic, featuring a Field of Honor® display of 200 American flags, at River Road 
Park. The flags, standing seven feet, were purchased by individuals and tagged with 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜǎΦ  aŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ Řǳǘȅ 
servicemen and women. 
 
Picnic-goers enjoyed live music by Hoi Polloi, grilled fare served up by chefs from Trattoria 
Mediterranea, of Bedminster, and tours of the circa-1772 Jacobus Vanderveer House & 
Museum.  The event, sponsored by Trump National Golf Club, Ferriero Engineering, 
Investors Bank, Far Hills Pharmacy, and Lighting Elysium, raised $3,000 for VetRest, a non-
profit organization helping veterans suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress (PTS). 

 
 



Kids òDigó History And Uncover Important Evidence At Archaeology Camp 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eighteen children in grades 3 through 7 got a hands-on lesson in archaeology 
and how it relates to local history when they uncovered evidence of an early 
barn foundation and other outbuildings on the Vanderveer property during 
archaeology camp.  The field work was conducted August 24-28 at two 2 ½ by 
10-Ŧƻƻǘ ǘǊŜƴŎƘŜǎΣ ŜŀŎƘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǘƻ ǎƻǳǘƘΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ мурлΩǎ ōŀǊƴ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ōȅ ŦƛǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎΦ  
 
The archaeology camp, offered by The Friends of the Jacobus Vanderveer 
House in partnership with the Township of Bedminster Recreation 
Department, involved an authentic field study, led by archaeologists from 
Hunter Research Inc., of Trenton.  What the campers found will assist The 
Friends in determining the location at which to reconstruct our recently 
acquired 1830 Dutch barn.   
 
The campers, who ranged in age from eight to twelve years old, 
acknowledged that the digging had added meaning when they understood 
how it related to the history of the circa 1772 farmstead, which was once 
owned by Jacobus Vanderveer, who lent his home to General Henry Knox 
during the winter of 1778-тф ǿƘƛƭŜ YƴƻȄ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ 
training academy in Pluckemin (known as the Pluckemin Artillery 
Cantonment). 
 

Hunter Research Archaeologist Joshua Butchko indicated that, in addition to 
fragments of coal, charcoal and brick, the campers found pieces of glass, 
nails, and some unique late-18th century/early 19th century ceramic 
stoneware that would, most likely, match other items found closer to the 
Vanderveer House.  
 
The camp, which received a historic preservation and history award in 2016 
from the Somerset County Cultural and Heritage Commission, was made 
possible by a grant from Investors Bank Foundation and the Anne L. and 
George H. Clapp Charitable and Educational Trust. 
 
Throughout the week, campers also learned more about Colonial life during a 
field trip to East Jersey Olde Towne Village in Piscataway, where they visited 
the home of Elias Vanderveer, younger brother of Jacobus Vanderveer.  
Students met 18th Century re-enactors and Colonial demonstrators, who led 
an interactive presentation on the earliest inhabitants of the area ς the 
Lenape Indians ς and supervised them in activities such as clay pottery and 
ice cream making, open hearth cooking; and a mock artillery drill and attack 
led by a re-enactor portraying black Revolutionary War hero Ned Hector.  
 
Watch a video of the campers in action:  https://youtu.be/fmPrpxtrrIo  
  

https://youtu.be/fmPrpxtrrIo

