
Las Sendas Elementary School 
Parent Teacher Organization 
3120 N. Red Mountain, Mesa, AZ 85207 
 

 

Agenda-General Meeting 
April 27, 2026 

Meeting Called to Order 2:34 Jen Berkshire 

 

Introduction/Roll Call 

​ ​  Present​ ​ ​ ​ ​         Not present 
⃣​ Jennifer Berkshire – President 
⃣​ Cindy Sroufe – Treasurer 
⃣​ Donna Walkosz – Secretary 

⃣​ Brittany Fawley – VP Communications 
⃣​ Kaitlin Rodgers – VP Events 
⃣​ Abby Donahue – VP Fundraising 

 

Approval of March 23, 2026 Meeting Minutes  

●​ Motion made by Mr. Lorenzen. Second by Mrs. Zima. Motion passed.  
 

Principal’s Report: 

The state testing is complete.  Our students worked hard and were present for the tests.  Thank you teachers for 
getting them prepared.  We are thankful for the teachers and classrooms and their help with baskets and teacher 
time for the auction.  Overall, it was a great turnout and I’m sure more will be discussed. Looking forward to next 
year.  

Treasurer’s Report 
Review Budget ​​ Operating Account Balance $86,042.98 
​ ​ ​ Encumbered $16,853.30 
​ ​ ​ Operating Account Balance after encumbered funds $69,189.68 

●​ Motion made by Mrs. Sage. Second by Mrs. Lazier. Motion passed.  
 

Review of April:  

●​ The auction was a huge success. The expenses are higher every year (gone are the days of the Pavilions 
charging less than $2K!!). Fortunately, one of our own LSE parents donated their services for the casino 
tables, thank you Arizona Casino Parties. After all the expenses were paid we raised over $30,000!!! 
Motion to encumber $2037.95 to cover the last of the expenses. 

○​ Motion made by Mrs. Wheeler. Second by Mr. Lorenzen. Motion passed.  
 

New Business 
●​ Fundraising Update:  

○​ DNOs: We are waiting to see what we raised at Zona. The next DNO is our year end party at Fat 
Cats May 15, 4-7. This is the last opportunity to buy yearbooks if you didn’t preorder them. 

●​ Purchasing orchestra instruments was one of our initiatives this year. Amber is requesting a new cello and 
two new violins to add to the collection of instruments that our students can borrow. Motion to encumber 
$2000. 

 



○​ Motion made by Mr. Cuocci. Second by Mrs. Sanchez. Motion passed.  
●​ Teacher Appreciation: Khloe Jones is the lead on this and she has some great ideas for “In Our Teachers 

and Staff Appreciation Era”. Please send out the flyers to your students so they know how best to celebrate 
you next week. The PTO will provide a hardcopy for each student in your mailboxes this week for 
distribution before Friday. Motion to encumber $750 for this event.  

○​ Motion made by Christina. Second by Mr. Lorenzen. Motion passed.  
●​ 6th Grade Graduation: PTO helps support 6th grade graduation. Motion to encumber $500. 

○​ Motion made by Mrs. Wheeler. Second by Mrs. Arviso. Motion passed.  
●​ Teacher’s Soda Vending Machine: The payment receiver is not working properly. We found a company that 

does repairs. The rest of the machine works great and does not need to be replaced. Motion to encumber 
$500. 

○​ Motion made by Ms. Kenley. Second by Molly. Motion passed.  
●​ Las Sendas Elementary 30th Anniversary: Next year is the 30th anniversary of LSE. Jennifer Berkshire will 

chair a committee to host a similar party as the 20th anniversary on October 2, 2026, assuming this is early 
release before fall break. We will start the day with a flag ceremony and have different rotations for the 
grade levels to visit with fun activities. We will be using Food & Nutrition to cater a lunch and have a party in 
the courtyard with live music and fun!  Motion to encumber $5000. 

○​ Motion made by Mrs. Lazier  Second by Ms. Sears. Motion passed.  
●​ PTO board elections for next year: (no other persons volunteered to run) 

○​ President: Andrew Workman 
○​ VP Events: Wes Quave 
○​ VP Communications: Abby Donahue 
○​ VP Fundraising: Don Sage 
○​ Secretary: Donna Walkosz 
○​ Treasurer: Cindy Sroufe 

■​ Motion made by Mr. Lorenzen. Second by Mr. Cuocci. Motion passed.  
 

Agenda Requests 

●​ Zen Den (Melissa Smith): A “Zen Den” is being created for 2026-2027 and they need furniture and start-up 
supplies.  The goal is to get many of these items donated, but if that does not happen, they need these 
funds so the “Zen Den” is up and running in August. Wes volunteered to help with music production.  There 
is an amazon list that is live for people to help donate to the success of this room.  Libby discussed how 
this room will constantly be monitored by staff.  Students will check in and out so the results will e data 
driven.  Motion to encumber $5000. 

○​ Motion made by Khloe Jones. Second by Mrs. Arviso. Motion passed.  
●​ Scholastic News Subscription (Nora Brady): Renewal of Scholastic News Subscriptions (Wienke, Carrillo, 

Douros, Kenley, Hockings, Potter, Schreiber, J. Sage, McKee, Zima). This includes Mrs. Howard’s renewal 
of Storyworks. Motion to encumber $2500. 

○​ Motion made by Mr. Sage. Second by Mr. Hockings. Motion passed.  
●​ 5th Grade Planners (Nora Brady): Planners for 3 of the 4 5th grade classrooms. Motion to encumber $475. 

○​ Motion made by Mrs. McKee. Second by Mrs. Zima. Motion passed.  
●​ Nora Brady - Renewal of AR. The district is in the process of re-approving this program. Once the decision 

is made, we will revisit encumbering funds for this program. 
●​ Class Sets & Books Purchase (Nora Brady): Request funds to purchase more class sets and books for the 

library to replace ones that are falling apart. Motion to encumber $3000. 
○​ Motion made by Mrs. Lazier. Second by Mrs. Workman. Motion passed.  

●​ Xtramath.org subscription (Dan Wolf):  Request funds to pay for subscription for all 6th grade students now 
that rotations are being made. Motion to encumber $150. 

○​ Motion made by Mr. Lorenzen. Second by Chloe Jones. Motion passed.  
●​ Edpuzzle subscription (Schreiber and Zima): Request funding for this subscription for their classrooms.  

Mrs. McKee and Mrs. Sage might want to use this subscription as well.  After they look into it they were 
advised that if they want it, they can ask for funds at the May meeting. Motion to encumber $350. 

 

http://xtramath.org


○​ Motion made by Mr. Lorenzen. Second by Mrs. Workman. Motion passed.  
 
General Housekeeping 

●​ Motion to unencumber ($71.93) 
○​ Talent Show $71.93 

■​ Motion made by Mrs. Sage. Second by Mrs. Lazier. Motion passed.  
 
Upcoming Events 

●​ 5/4-8/26 - Teacher Appreciation Week 
●​ 5/11/26 - Last PTO meeting at 2:30 in the media center 
●​ 5/15/26 - Fat Cats Year end party from 4-7 
●​ 5/21/26 - Last day of school 

 
Next PTO Meeting 

●​ May 11, 2026 2:30pm  

Motion to adjourn 3:18pm  

●​ Libby mentioned training for the new PTO board required by the district.  She will get the specific details to 
the new board.  Jennifer talked about how the district had some changes in staff and if there are questions 
after the training she would be happy to help answer them. 

○​ Motion made by Mrs. Wheeler. Second by Mrs. Sage. Motion passed.  

 


