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R.H.S. LONDON AND WISLEY

We are affiliated to the RHS who's benefits include competitive insurance
cover, free gardening advice, a free group visit to an RHS garden, (54
members to visit Wisley club trip in Summer) access to medals (Banksian
medal) and show stationery and a free monthly copy of The Garden
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magazine (see Brenda Winton if you wish to view). Our membership
number is 10564709.

EDITORS NOTES
Brian —Stories to ernestperry33@gmail.com hard copy to Chris

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
X  AUTUMN SHOW 13th SEPTEMBER

GARDENING CALENDAR SEPTEMBER

September can be a time of relative peace for the ornamental gardener:
generally, there is less to do during this month than other months, apart
from collecting seeds from summer-flowering plants.

Maintain water features

For gardens with water features, now is the time to cover ponds with netting
to prevent water-logging during leaf fall in the autumn.

Harvest

In a kitchen garden, now is the time to enjoy the rewards of your hard work
and pick your vegetables and fruit; remember to dig up any remaining
potatoes, otherwise they will be destroyed by slugs.

Protect

Cover any tender salad leaves with bird netting, and pick late-fruiting
raspberries and blackberries.

THIS MONTHS RECIPE

Sticky gingerbread cake with ginger frosting
This impressive and delicious cake is spot on as an autumn bake or dessert
- it's also a great recipe to squirrel away for (dare we say it?) Christmas.
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Make the sponges and frosting the day before to let the flavours develop,
then frost before serving

Serves 12, Cook 30 minutes

You will need
125g unsalted butter, plus extra for greasing

|OOg golden syrup

|OOg black treacle

4 pieces stem ginger in syrup, plus 2 tbsp syrup from the jar
3Large Eggs, beaten

200ml whole milk

300g self-raising flour, sifted
150g dark muscovado sugar
1 tsp baking powder

2 tsp ground ginger

Half tsp ground white pepper
1 tsp ground cinnamon

Half tsp salt

For the frosting

200g soft cheese (full fat)

50g unsalted butter, softened

500g icing sugar, sifted

5cm piece ginger, finely grated

Stem ginger in syrup, drained and shredded, for decoration

Todo

Preheat the oven to 180°C, gas mark 4 and grease and line two 23cm round
cake tins with baking parchment. Combine the butter, golden syrup and
treacle in a saucepan and heat gently until the butter has melted. Set aside
to cool.

2 Put the stem ginger and ginger syrup into a small food processor or
blender and blend to a smooth paste. Stir into the butter and treacle
mixture. Whisk the eggs and milk together until smooth, then whisk into the
treacle mixture.
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Combine the dry ingredients in a large bowl. Beat in the-wet ingredients
until smooth, then divide the mixture between the prepared tins.Bake for 30
minutes, until a skewer inserted into the centre comes out clean. Transfer to
a wire rack to cool before turning out.

4 For the frosting, beat the soft cheese and butter together until smooth.
Gradually mix in the icing sugar, then continue beating for 2 minutes until
pale. Squeeze the juice from the ginger through a sieve into the frosting.
Beat until incorporated, then sandwich the cakes together using half the
frosting. Pipe or spread the rest on top, scatter the top with shredded stem
ginger to decorate and serve.

COOK'S TIP

After beating, chill the frosting if needed, then assemble before you serve.

GRASSLAND AND VERGES

MEADOW BUTTERCUP Ranunculus ams ‘Buttercup' is a vague name for aimost
any yellow-flowered Ranunculus. Once, ‘crowfoot' was a more widespread
name but this is now applied to aquatic, white-flowered members of the
family (see common water crowfoot, page 72). The herbalist Culpepper
called the buttercup a furious biting Herb), referring to its ability to cause
blisters, both external and internal. All species are poisonous to man and
beast, yet at one time it was rubbed over cows’ udders to increase the yield
and butterfat content of the milk.

The meadow buttercup is the commonest species of buttercup in damp
fields and pastures which are regularly mown. It grows from a creeping
rootstock and has no runners or stolons. In June, buttercup meadows are d
joy to walk through, the plant growing almost a metre high and with a
profusion of rich yellow flowers. These are composed of five shiny petals
close beneath which are a ring of five hairy sepals. The flower stalks are
smooth and the leaves

variable — those growing from the base are long stalked and broad in
outline but deeply lobed and toothed, those growing high on the stems are
thin and even edged.

BULBOUS BUTTERCUP
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Ranunculus bulbosus

On old ridge and furrow’ fields turned into pastures and meadows, this
flower will often be found growing at the top of the ridge where the soil is
dry and shallow whilst the meadow buttercup will be growing in the wetter
furrows. It flowers a little earlier in the year too, and is usually over by late
May.

At a distance it can be told from its close relatives the meadow and
creeping buttercups by this preference for drier, hillier ground, by its ‘close-
cropped’ appearance (it has a shorter stem, 1I5—40cm) and by the cooler
yellow of its flowers. To be certain, look closer, at the upper stem which is
furrowed and the sepals which are turned back sharply against the stalk.
The stem base is swollen into a tuber, hence the plant's coommon and
scientific names. The leaves are three lobed, with a long-stalked middle
lobe.

THE BEAUTY OF BULBS
DAVID WHEELER

If Mother Nature was in a generous mood when she scooped out Lulworth Cove, she
excelled herself in the creation of flowering bulbs. Apart from their size, staggering
botanical diversity, provenance and rousing histories, these underground 'storage units’
provide vital year-round shots of exotic colour to stimulate the most sluggish of
gardeners.

Indeed, you don't even need a garden to share in their cornucopia of
abundant gifts. Nor do you need great horticultural skills or deep pockets
(except for collectors rarities), and the choices available - from A to Z, from
stately alliums to crocus-like zephyranthes -are seemingly boundless.

With change out of a tenner, it's possible to enjoy a several-months-long
display of sometimes fragrant flowers, coloured chalkiest white to near coal
black. From a window box to a redundant soup tureen or cast-off washing-
up bowl (nicely camouflaging a plastic one, of course), the joy begins by
adding earthy-smelling, damp compost, preferably over a bed of pebbles
or grit to help prevent water logging if the chosen receptacle has no
drainage holes.
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Shopping for bulbs is just as exciting as planting them. Only a few of each
kind are required (multi-packs can be shared with friends or eked out over
a second or third arrangement). You could start, perhaps, with half a dozen
January-flowering snowdrops, some edrly-season crocuses, mid- and late-
season small daffs, muscari (grape hyacinths), scillas, later-blooming
fritillaries and a scattering of dwarf tulips. The range is endless and they're
in shops and garden centres now.

Most bulbs are unfussy about soil type, lasting longer in flower out of direct
sunlight. So carefree are some potted bulbs, | was once told, that they used
to be grown in small containers under water - by submariners putting out
from Her Majesty’'s Naval Base at Faslane.

I'm lucky enough, on England’s border with Wales, to have broad acres in
which to indulge a passion for bulbs of all sizes, in all seasons. But no few
months up to and past Easter seem properly dressed indoors without a few
bowls full of the easy growers.

How small can you go? A single crocus in an eggcup? Half a dozen Iris
reticulata in a coffee mug? A handful of diminutive hoop-petticoat daffodils
(Narcissus bulbocodium) in a biscuit tin? Some four- to six-inch-high Tulipa
urumiensis in a disused tea caddy? (The last of these profit from a sunny
aspect, where their bright, bronze-tinged yellow flowers open flat to reveal a
bunch of stamens.)

Growing bulbs in easily portable containers has many benefits. At peak
flowering time, they make a lively contribution to a formal dinner table; they
can cheer up bedridden chums; and they can even be swapped for a few
days with fellow enthusiasts cultivating a different selection. Supremely,
they make wonderful Christmas gifts, planted now and ideally presented
unlabelled on the Big Day to keep the recipient guessing what's to come.
Free now from a life spent under my grandparents’ bed, a Victorian potty -
into which | had holes carefully drilled -allows deeper compost. A few years
ago, it housed 50 or more tightly packed bluebells (afterwards transplanted
to the garden). On another occasion, it harboured a similar number of light
and dark maroon, chequered (‘tessellated' is the botanical term) snake's-
head fritillaries - Fritillaria meleagris - leavened with a few milky-white,
albino forms.
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This year, it's stuffed with primrose-yellow iris danfordiae, little fellas of the
reticulate clan whose sweet and delicate perfume cannot, thankfully, be
likened to the intended content of this elaborately decorated example.

HOW TO PROPAGATE A PINEAPPLE

TEST your propagation skills by turning pineapple tops into exotic
houseplants. If you have a greenhouse or bright windowsill then you have
the right growing conditions. Prepare the rosette of leaves as shown below
and place your pot in a bright spot, maintaining a temperature of 25°C.
Keeping the pot in a propagator with bottom heat is ideal for rooting your
cutting. Water sparingly, keeping the compost consistently just moist for
root development, which should start within a couple of weeks. Never leave
the pot standing in water. When a good rootball has formed you can repot
into a slightly larger pot of multi-purpose compost. Once rooted, a sunny
spot at a temperature of 18-30°C and humidity of 70-80% are the best
growing conditions for pineapples. They can produce flower spikes and
fruits if grown in ideal conditions.

STEP BY STEP
Preparing your pineapple cutting

Make sure you choose a fresh pineapple with healthy leaves then cut off
about 2cm from the top of the fruit using a sharp knife. Hold the top firmly
and carefully as you cut to avoid damaging it or cutting yourself.

Trim back the hard fruit core cleanly, cutting back to the point where the
leaves start forming around the outside. Make sure you remove all the
remnants of fleshy fruit from the bottom of the leaves to prevent the cutting
from rotting.

Gently peel off the leaves one at a time, pulling them away from you. Keep
doing this until you have left 3cm of clear stem showing. This reveals the
surface of the stem from where new roots will start developing.
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Place your cutting into an 8cm pot half-filled with cuttings compost. Hold it
in the pot wit h one hand and add more compost so the clear stem is
buried. Firm the compost with your finger tips, then water well.

AUTUMN SHOW  13th September 2025

131 Dahlia 1 bloom large, or giant, decorative or cactus

132 Dahlia 1 bloom, medium, decorative or cactus

133  Dahlia 3 blooms, medium, decorative or cactus

134 Dahlia 1 bloom small, decorative

135 Dahlia 3 blooms small, decorative

136 Dahlia 1 bloom, small, cactus

137 Dahlia 3 blooms, small, cactus

138 Dahlia 1 bloom, miniature, decorative or cactus.

139 Dahlia 3 blooms, miniature, decorative or cactus

140 Dahlia 3 blooms, pompon

141 Dahlia 1 bloom, ball, any size

142  Dahlia 3 blooms, ball, any size

143  Dahlia 3 blooms, Any size. Any other variety e.g. single, collerette,
waterlily

144 Rose 1 stem, large flowered (Hybrid Tea)

145 Rose 3 stems, large flowered 1 or more varieties of Hybrid Tea
146 Rose 1 stem, cluster flowered (Floribunda.)

147 Rose 3 stems, cluster flowered (Floribunda) 1 or more varieties
148 Rose Miniature, 1stem (miniature in all aspects of size of flowers foliage &
growth)

149 Rose Miniature, 3 stems1or more varieties (miniature in all aspects of size of
flowers foliage & growth)

150 Rose 3 stems, 1 variety i.e. English, Shrub or Climbing Rose
151 Rudbeckia 3 Blooms, 1 or more varieties

152 Cosmos 3 Blooms, 1 or more varieties

153  Alstroemeria 3 Stems, 1 or more varieties.

154  Asters, Double 3 blooms, 1 or more varieties

155  Michaelmas Daisy 1 stem

156  Gladioli 1 spike. (no leaves)

157  Flowering Shrub 1Spray (in bloom)

158 Fuchsia 1 Plant, in flower, any variety in a pot (viewed all round), as
grown. Pot not to exceed 25cm diameter

160 Begonia 1 Plant, any type in pot 12.5cm to 25cm

161  Mixed Flowers Squire’s Garden Centres “Top Vase”.( See page 18)
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All Pot Plants not to exceed 60cm in width or depth

162 Pot Plant
163 Pot Plant
164 Pot Plant
25cm in diameter
165 Pot Plant
166 Pot Plant
167 Pot Plant
diameter.

1 Plant ,foliage only, pot not to exceed 12/.cm diameter
1 Plant, foliage only, in pot 12% to 25cm in diameter
1 plant, other than Fuchsia, in Flower, as grown. Pot not to exceed

Cactus or Succulent. Pot not to exceed 20cm in diameter
Orchid in a pot not exceeding 25cms in diameter.
A single culinary (cooking) herb in a pot not exceeding 25cms in

Plates or doilies are provided for Classes 168 to 189, the use of which is optional.

168 Apples

169 Apples

170  Pears

171 Plums

172 Soft fruits

173 French Beans

174  Runner Beans

175 Beetroot

176 Carrots

177  Potatoes

178 Potatoes

179  Parsnips

180 Cucumber

181 Tomatoes

182 Small Tomatoes

183 Onions

184 Any Vegetable

185 Shallots

186 Lettuce

187

188  Culinary Herbs

189 Marrow

excluding stalk

190 Any Vegetable

191 Any other
Vegetables.

192 Container of
vegetables

4, Cooking. 1 variety.

4, dessert. 1variety

4.1 variety

6. 1variety.

12. 1 variety with stalks

6, 1 variety Dwarf or climbers
6, 1 variety

3, 1 variety

3, 1 variety

3 white, T1variety.

3 coloured, 1 variety

3, 1 variety.

Greenhouse, ridge or frame.
3, 1 variety

1truss (minimum of 6 ripe tomatoes)
3, 1 variety.

Funniest Shape

6, 1 variety. (own plate)

1, any variety.

Peppers (NOT Chilli's) 3, any varieties

3 kinds, 1 stem of each kind (vase provided)
Grown for culinary use. Must not exceed 35cm in length,

Grown for weight. Heaviest
1 kind, minimum of 2.

Any 4 vegetables, 1 of each kind. Size at
exhibitor’s discretion
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193  Collection of Squire’s Garden Centres “Top Tray” ( see page
Vegetables 19)

SECTION 2 FLORAL

Flowers may be purchased. Accessories optional.

198 “ELEGANCE” A design in a candlestick, not exceeding 25cms x 25cms
x Height unlimited

SECTION 3 COOKING AND HANDICRAFT

Plates are provided for Classes 199 to 204 inclusive and must be used.

200 Jam 1jar, any kind,

201 Jelly 1 jar, any kind,

202 Mince pies Show 5

203 Rock Cakes Show 5,

204 Rocky Road  Show 5 pieces

205 Butterfly Cakes Show 4

206 Cake See recipe page 17
207 Any other CakeApprox.18cm (7”) tin.

Maximum size for all Photographs A5 (148.5mm x 210mm) unmounted

208 Photograph  Holiday Snap
209 Photograph  Weather
210 Photograph  Baby

The following exhibits must have been made in the last 12 months and not previously exhibited or
worn.

211  Knitting A Hand-knitted example.
212 Embroidery A piece any size.

213 Gift Tag Any Size

214 Toy Any medium

215 Crochet Any item

216 Wind Chime
217 Any Other Handicraft Not computer generated. (Hand crafted)
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ENTRY FORMS

Please circle each class number you wish to enter.
Remember only 1 entry is allowed per person in each class.
There will be no penalty if you do not have a worthy exhibit on the day of the

show.
Please give your entries to, ring or email:-

Mrs B Winton OR Mrs H Chant
2 EIm Hill 54 Aldershot Road
Normandy Church Crookham, Fleet
GU3 2JA GUb2 8LF
Tel: 01252 333756 Tel:- 07754 888994

email : brendawinton@btinternet.com Email: hazel@chant.org.uk

AUTUMN SHOW _13th September 2025

131 132 133 134 135 136 137 138 139 140 141 142 143 144 145
146 147 148 149 150 151 152 153 154 155 156 157 158 160
161 162 163 164 165 166 167 168 169 170 171 172 173 174 175
176 177 178 179 180 181 182 183 184 185 186 187 188 189 190
191 192 193 198 200 201 202 203 204 205

206 207 208 209 210 211 212 213 214 215 216 217

Name Tel No
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