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R.H.S. LONDON AND WISLEY

We are affiliated to the RHS who's benefits include competitive insurance
cover, free gardening advice, a free group visit to an RHS garden, (54
members to visit Wisley club trip in Summer) access to medals (Banksian
medal) and show stationery and a free monthly copy of The Garden
magazine (see Brenda Winton if you wish to view). Our membership
number is 10564709.
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EDITORS NOTES
Brian —Stories to ernestperry33@gmail.com hard copy to Chris

GARDENING CALENDAR JANUARY

January may seem like the dead of winter, but there is a lot to be done in
your garden during this month.

Plants

Your plants will need protection and maintenance during this time of year.
Brush snow from evergreens and conifers to stop the branches from
bowing, breaking or splaying out under the sheer weight. If wet weather
conditions have made ornamental grasses and other perennials fall flat,
start cutting these back to give them a fresh start.

Protect

After plenty of rain, mulch beds and borders with leaf mould, manure,
compost or shredded bark — a layer of around five to 10cm is ideal. Check
protective fleece and straw is covering still-tender plants such as tree
ferns.

Feed

Feed new plantings in late January with slow-release fertiliser such as
Blood, Fish and Bone, and water, but leave the application of faster-acting
organic fertilisers such as Growmore until the beginning of March.

Wildlife also will benefit from your help at the beginning of the year.

Start putting food and water in your garden for hungry and thirsty birds. To
stop ponds and bird baths freezing over, leave a tennis ball to bob on top of
the water.

Tidy
January is also an appropriate time for tidying your garden and

maintaining and repairing your garden furniture and decking. Recycle cut
trees by shredding them for mulch or compost. Repair and stain or paint
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fences, pergolas and wooden furniture if weather conditions permit. Scrub
slippery garden decking and paving with hot soapy water; Patio Cleaner is
useful for dirtier surfaces. Ventilate greenhouses and conservatories on hot
sunny days, and wash the glass of the greenhouse to let in more light.

Be sure to put out feed for birds throughout the winter months

HEATH, MOOR AND MOUNTAIN

High hills and northern moors can be grey and forbidding places. Rainfall
and impeded drainage keep the ground waterlogged, prevent the
formation of humus and wash minerals out of the soil. The result is a
surface of peat, ofhigh acidity and low fertility. The sandy heaths of
southern England have many features in common with moorlands. Bright
green patches on a heath or moor indicate where bogs or mires have
formed. Standing water is capped by a spongy layer of Sphagnum or bog
moss with an interesting tracery of flowers growing over the surface.

Drier moorland is usually colonised by heather. The traditional
management of grouse moors on the large estates of northern England
and Scotland is based on the burning of the old heather to encourage fresh
shoots, resulting in a patchwork of dense, knee- deep vegetation.

Driving along moorland roads is so exhilarating that it is easy to think of the
wide

rolling uplands as Britain's final wilderness. In fact, overgrazing has changed
the vegetation of these windswept places, encouraging coarse grasses at
the expense of heather. Grouse shooting is a costly business and is not
particularly widespread these days, so the moors are less well managed.
Drainage, in the form of parallel trenches or 'sheep grips, scars the Pennines
from the Peak District to the Cheviots, and even he sodden layer of blanket
bog which may have dominated the high ground since Neolithic times is
being pushed back to allow farming to extend higher into the hills.
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Considerable areas of our finest landscape, even in such classic hill country
as the Lake District, are very dull when seen in detail. Walkers are used to
the constant presence of just a few flowers such as heath bedstraw and
tormentil, but it is worth searching out less popular sites where a much
greater variety of plants can be found.

True mountain flowers are often restricted in this country to the very highest
and most rugged ground, to the Cairngorms and Snowdonia and other
remote rocky outcrops above 700m, though many good sites are only a
short walk from roads. In the extreme north and west of Scotland it is even
possible to find alpines growing at sea level.

THIS MONTHS RECIPE

Chocolate and coconut cake

You will need

175 g (6 oz) self raising flour

pinch of salt

45 ml (3 level tbsps) cocoa

100 g (4 oz) butter or margarine

100 g (4 oz) sugar

50 g (2 oz) desiccated coconut

1 egg, beaten

2.5 ml (half tsp) vanilla essence

about 90-120 ml (6-8 tbsps) milk to mix

To do

Grease and flour a 15-cm (6-in) cake tin. Sift the flour, salt and coconut
together. Rub the fat into the flour until the mixture resembles fine
breadcrumbs. Stir in the sugar and coconut. Make a well in the centre pour
in the egg, essence and some of the milk and gradually work in the dry
ingredients, adding more milk if necessary to give a dropping consistency.
Put into the tin and level the top. Bake in the oven 180°C (325°F) mark 3 for
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about 1 hour, until well risen and firm to the touch. Turn out and cool on a
wire rack.

HOW HOUSEPLANTS HELP YOUR INTERIOR DESIGN

Plants add an enormous amount of structure and texture to your pad. | love
to add trailing foliage to kitchen shelves or style them in abundance in the
bathroom to add a spa-like vibe.

Colour and movement is super important when choosing plants. They not
only add a calm, tranquil aesthetic, they create magic with their verdant
hues and captivating forms. | tend to treat and style plants in the same way
you would any other accessory: think about their shape, colour, texture and
above all play about with size and scale.

Create little 'still lives' with plants by clustering a few together (succulents
look super sweet when paired together). This is a go-to trick | use for every
vignette or gathering | create for my interior curations. When you group
things as opposed to leaving gaps, your eye takes in the whole and the
effect is really impactful. You can add a cluster of potted plants to your
bedroom for a look that's calm and harmonious, or make your hallway a
little more welcoming with a zingy pop of green. | like to add even more
texture and interest by popping potted plants into baskets or rustic clay
pots - these provide a great contrast to the leaf shapes and colours.

One of my other go-to tricks is to think of a room like a skyline, with differing
heights so that your eye doesn't instantly read’ the room. By adding large-
scale plants on the floor or a side table - or popping a few on a high
bookshelf - you'll instantly draw the eye up and add a big dose of interest
and intrigue to your living space. Plants are a design element in their own
right as they can break up any harsh lines and add a softness that instantly
calms and connects us to nature.

As part of my homeware collection | have faux plants -they may not be for
everyone, but if you have a room with very low light levels and want the
visual benefits and style that plants bring to a home, they can be a great
alternative.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

SPRING SHOW 11th APRIL

e RHS Malvern Spring Festival — 8-11 May

e PLANT SALE 9th MAY

e RHS Chelsea Flower Show — 20-24 May

e OUT MEETING 1st June

e SUMMER SHOW 6th JULY

e RHS Sandringham Flower Show — 21-26 July

e AUTUMN SHOW 12th SEPTEMBER

Please note Hampton Court is now a bi-annual event & Tatton Park is now every 3yrs

M25 WISLEY JUNCTION

Wisley and Ockham Commons the world's first lowland heathland wildlife
bridge.

Not everyone in Surrey has taken pleasure in the behemothic re-
construction of the M25's intersection with the A3 at its infamous 'Junction
10" at Wisley. This National Highways project has tried the patience of drivers
in their thousands, not least myself, over the past five years. And of course,
many of us have been concerned about its environmental impacts. From
the outset (and mindful that these nationally-sanctioned works would
proceed with or without our engagement) SWT has worked hard to
minimise their impact, and indeed fight for a net positive outcome for
nature.

A decade in the making

Early on, the Trust's position was essentially one of ambivalence (thus
reduced to 'supportive' in planning-speak) as to the worthiness of the
proposed J10 improvement scheme.
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However, we accepted its road safety justification and saw the opportunity
to push for compensation gains for wildlife - especially by accelerating the
reclamation of more natural lowland heathland biotypes from barren
postwar Scots Pine plantations. We pressed on, calling for the maximum
area of heathland restoration and creation that could be claimed as
'necessary’ under the circumstances.

Although never part of the official quid pro quo to compensate the current
scheme's impact on the ared's protected heathlands (originally
quadrisected by construction of the M25 in the early 1980s), the 'green
bridge’ was always part of Surrey Wildlife Trust's opportunistic ‘ask’ dating
from the scheme’s inception in 2016. Even before this, the Trust had been
approached by then-Highways England to contribute various ideas for
wildlife enhancements on its national estate, when we suggested the
opportunity for retrofitting ‘green’ decks to existing bridges to coincide with
any related disruptive works. We saw that such bridges could permit
dispersal, for example, of isolated Sand Lizard populations to enable the
future expansion of these rare reptiles. So when it became clear that all
existing bridges would be replaced due to the widening of both motorways,
the stage was set to advance our green bridge(s) agenda...

Sub-par precedents

The Trust, as the bridge's chief advocate and as wildlife managers of the
Ockham & Wisley Commons Site of Special Scientific Interest/SPAfor their
owner Surrey County Council, was offered a key role in researching design
options from examples around,

In comparison with much of Europe and North America, the UK has a poor
track record installing dedicated wildlife bridges. There are various reasons,
but principally this is because much of our road infrastructure predates
growing perceptions of their necessity. A tunnel is the ultimate bridge’ and
of course we do now have one of those, taking the A3 under the Devil's
Punchbowl SSSI at Hindhead. Although more green bridges do now exist,
with others planned, most have been at best largely cosmetic and not the
strategic habitat-connectivity design solutions they could have been.
Design and delivery

Helping Dames Adler - our then Director of Land Management - was Claire-
Anne, a French intern tasked with researching the literature, which fed into
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the engineering consultant's (AtkinsRealis) feasibility study. It was quickly
realised that the bridge's width was the most important feature at stake,
especially as it must also provide a vehicle-width track and public
bridleway. On principle, wildlife bridges should be as wide as possible and
moreover, largely free from human disturbance. For ease of costing, three
potential width specifications were considered: 10, 25 and 50 metres. That
summer, it was all in the balance and we quickly mounted a mini-
campaign, garnering support for the bridge and its minimum width at 25
metres. Local MPs, councillors and eNGOs were all approached and most
supported us. This helped National Highways' case for signing-off the
necessary funding and the green bridge was finally given the ‘green light'.
A bridge thus far This will be England's first wildlife 'habitat’ bridge to
present as lowland heathland. The footings at either end have been
carefully re-graded to promote its use by reptiles, amphibians, and
invertebrates. Mammals, including even bats, are also likely to be safely
guided over the A3 by the bridge route. The heathers and gorse used to
vegetate the bridge have been sourced as turves cut from both commons.
They have been grown especially for this and will leave behind important
bare ground areas for reptiles and invertebrates in their original locations.
We are now carefully designing monitoring protocols to be able to assess
the success of the bridge for nature. We will use standard methods to
detect and count all the bridge’s users and colonisers and intend to involve
volunteer citizen scientists, including from the biological recording
community, as well as academic research collaborators wherever possible.
Our aim is to not let any organism entering or crossing the bridge go
unrecorded! There is to be informative signage on the bridge, to include a
fitting tribute to the late James Adler for his invaluable work lobbying for
and guiding its creation. | can feel an appropriately wide, green, riblbon-
cutting opportunity coming along sometime soon in 2026.

If things go to plan, from 2026 it will be possible to walk between Wisley and
Ockham Commons using the world's first lowland heathland wildlife bridge.
Director of Research & Monitoring, Mike Waite explains the role of SWT in this
initiative, which will make the re-connection of fragmented heathland
habitats a reality
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