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Adult length: 2.1m
Adult weight: 70-85kg
Newborn: 80-100cm /9.6kg

Tall, dorsal fin curved
and lighter on the trail-
ing edge (variable)

Mostly dark grey or blue-
black back

Gently sloping forehead
ently soping forenea White or pale grey blazes

along the side - variable

Short dark beak
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Broad light grey patch White underside

that includes head

Small, compact body
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Curved flippers with
bluntly rounded tips

Small dark patch
around eye

Pointed flukes, dark
above and below

Threats: Bycatch
Habitat: Nearshore, continental shelf, offshore
Diet: Schooling fish, squid

IUCN Conservation status: data deficient

Close-up of dusky
dolphin flank and
dorsal fin showing
distinctive blaze
and markings.

Photo courtesy of
Monique Laub-
scher, Namibian
Dolphin Project.

' Dusky dolphins are adaptable feeders-
sometimes feeding close to shore during the
day, and at other times moving offshore to
feed in deep water at night and returning
to shallow waters to rest during the day.

@~ Dusky dolphins are highly acrobat-
ic, and are known for high leaps and
antics during feeding and socializing.
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(Lagenorhynchus obscurus)
Global Distribution

Dusky dolphin in South Africa Photo courtesy of
Simon Elwen/Sea Search.

Dusky dolphin distribution. Adapted by Nina Lisowski from J Copyright Elsevier: http://www.elsevier.com

Dusky dolphins are limited to the Southern Hemisphere, and are generally found
in coastal areas. There are four recognised sub-species in different locations:

- L. o. fitzroyi - Fitzroy’s dolphin

- L. 0. obscurus - African dusky dolphin

- L. 0. posidonia - Peruvian/Chilean dusky dolphin

- L. 0. un-named subsp. -New Zealand dusky dolphin




