Pantropical spotted dolphin

E INTERNATIONAL SpOttEd dOIphin (stene/la Sp.) Adult length: 2.6m (male)

WHALING COMMISSION Distribution: Tropical waters (see map below and full list of countries in the Adult weight: up to 120kg (male)
detailed species account online at: https://wwhandbook.iwc.int/en/species/ Newborn: 85cm /unknown
spotted-dolphin)

Threats: bycatch
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Atlantic spotted dolphin

Adult length: 2.26m (male)
Adult weight: up to 140kg (male)
Newborn: 90-110cm /unknown

Arctic Ocean
"#~ Pantropical spotted dolphins often as- 6o
sociate with yellowfin tuna, and fisher-
men use the dolphins , that are more

visible at the surface, to locate tuna. Atlantic spotted dolphins are

generally shorter but more
robust than pantropical dol-
phins — with a chunkier body
and thicker beak. Their colour
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patrticularly in the Eastern Tropical Pa-
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of the World: A Comprehensive Guide to Their Identification,” 2nd ed. Elsevier, San Diego, CA. Copyright
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Not all pan tropical spotted dolphins are spotted. These
animals in the Indian Ocean are recognized more
by the shape of their cape (which dips down low un-
der and in front of the dorsal fin) and long slender bod
shape than any obvious spotting . Offshore popula-
tions tend to be more slender than inshore populations
which are more robust. Photo courtesy Chris Johnson

There are two species of spotted dolphins with tropical ranges that over-
lap in the Atlantic: the Pantropical spotted dolphin (Stenella attenuata),
and the Atlantic Spotted dolphin (Stenella frontalis). Pantropical spotted
dolphins are further divided into two recognized subspecies, the offshore
spotted dolphin (S.a. attenuata) and the Coastal spotted dolphin (S.a.
graffmani).




