
SEPTEMBER 11, 2023

BE  IT  REMEMBERED  THAT  A  REGULAR  MEETING  OF THE County Legislative Body

for the County of Lauderdale and State of Tennessee was held at the Courthouse in the town of

Ripley, on the 2nd Monday in September, on the 11th day of said month, and year 

OF OUR LORD TWO THOUSAND TWENTY THREE, present and presiding 

Maurice Gaines,County Mayor, Linda Summar, County Clerk, Lawrence Andrews, 

Joe Carmack, Jason Chrestman, Don Connell, Gene Edwards, Rob Harris, 

Danny Hartsfield, Jeff Henson, Ronnie Jackson, Kaye Jordon, Brian Maclin, Dale McCaslin, 

Terry Mills, Mary Moore, Eugene Pugh, Joe Pursell, Todd Rankin, Erin Smith, 

Lowell Tillman Jr, Dan Ungerecht Jr, and Susan Worlds.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion was made by Commissioner E. Smith to approve the minutes of the August 14, 2023

Commission Meeting.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner R. Harris and approved.

 



Motion was made by Commissioner J. Pursell to approve Resolution No. 9-23-1.  Motion was

seconded by Commissioner K. Jordon and unanimously approved.



REQUEST TO APPLY/EXPEND THE TN MENTAL HEALTH GRANT PROGRAM 

IN THE AMOUNT OF $144,000

Motion was made by Commissioner D. Connell to approve the request to apply/expend the TN

Mental Health Grant Program in the amount of $144,000.  Motion was seconded by

Commissioner M. Moore and unanimously approved.

REQUEST TO APPROVE ALL COURTS BE HELD AT THE JUSTICE CENTER

EFFECTIVE 11-1-2023

Due to security concerns brought forth by the Sheriff and Court Security Committee, request was

made to approve all courts be held at the Justice Center effective 11-1-2023.  Motion was made

by Commissioner D. Hartsfield to approve the request to hold all courts at the Justice Center

effective 11-1-2023.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner D. Ungerecht and during much

discussion between the Judges, Commissioners, and Sheriff, Commissioner D. Hartsfield stated,

“I call  the question”.  There was no second to “I call the question” and Commissioner 

R. Jackson asked Commissioner D. Hartsfield to rescind his “I call the question” to allow more

discussion.  “I call the question” was rescinded by Commissioner D. Hartsfield and after more

discussion there was a roll call vote with the vote being   9   Ayes,   12   Nays, and   3   Absent.

Maurice Gaines, County Mayor, requested the appointment of the following members to the

Court Room Security Committee; Sheriff Brian Kelley, Mayor Maurice Gaines, County Attorney

Dan Douglas, Judge Rachel Jackson, Judge Scott Lovelace, Commissioner Lawerence Andrews,

and Commissioner Todd Rankin.  Motion was made by Commissioner T. Rankin to approve the

committee appointments.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner G. Edwards and approved.

FIRE COORDINATOR/ RETIREMENT/ APPOINTMENT

Ron Weir, Lauderdale County Fire Coordinator, retired and left the position open.  Request was

made to appoint John Smith, EMA Director, to duties as the Fire Coordinator.  Motion was made

by Commissioner J. Pursell to approve the above appointment.  Motion was seconded by

Commissioner S. Worlds and approved.







Motion was made by Commissioner K. Jordon to approve the School Budget Amendments.

Motion was seconded by Commissioner R. Harris and upon roll call vote was unanimously

approved.

Motion was made by Commissioner S. Worlds to approve the Budget Amendments of Fund 101.

Motion was seconded by Commissioner E. Smith and upon roll call vote was unanimously

approved.



Motion was made by Commissioner J. Pursell to approve the Budget Amendments of Fund 122.

Motion was seconded by Commissioner J. Henson and upon roll call vote was unanimously

approved.

Motion was made by Commissioner J. Henson to approve the Budget Amendments of Fund 127.

Motion was seconded by Commissioner J. Pursell and upon roll call vote was unanimously

approved.

Motion was made by Commissioner E. Smith to approve the Building Permits.  Motion was

seconded by Commissioner D. Ungerecht and was unanimously approved.



OTHER BUSINESS

Maurice Gaines, County Mayor, requested the appointment of the following commissioners to

the School Upgrade Committee: R. Harris, D. Hartsfield, J. Chrestman,  S. Worlds, and E. Smith.

Motion was made by Commissioner J. Henson to approve the above appointments.  Motion was

seconded by Commissioner D. Ungerecht and unanimously approved.

NOTARIES

Bradley Adams Ty Brasfield – Brandon Ward

Ray Marvel Ty Brasfield – Donnie Reed

Rebecca McWilliams Monty McWilliams – Ricky McWilliams

Clara Oswald Misty Anthony – Wayne Oswald

The above Notaries with Bonds were read.  Motion was made by Commissioner D. Connell to

approve the above Notaries.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner E. Smith and was

unanimously approved.

With no further business to discuss, the Commission adjourned until the next scheduled meeting.


