
JUNE 8, 2026 

BE IT REMEMBERED  THAT  A  REGULAR  MEETING  OF THE County Legislative Body 

for the County of Lauderdale and State of Tennessee was held at the Courthouse in the town of 

Ripley, on the 2nd Monday in June, on the 8th day of said month, and year 

OF OUR LORD TWO THOUSAND TWENTY SIX, present and presiding 

Maurice Gaines, County Mayor, Lea Turnbow, County Clerk, 

Quorum of Commissioners: 

Joe Carmack, Gene Edwards, Rob Harris, Danny Hartsfield, Jeff Henson, Ronnie Jackson, 

Sherry Jones, Kaye Jordon, Brian Maclin, Dale McCaslin, Terry Mills, Eugene Pugh, Joe Pursell, 

Todd Rankin, Brad Rose, Reed Sanders Jr, Tommy Sanders, Erin Smith, and Dan Ungerecht Jr. 

ABSENT: Mark Ballard, Don Connell, Lowell Tillman Jr., and Susan Worlds. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Brian Kelley, Lauderdale County Sheriff, called the June 8, 2026, Lauderdale County 

Commission Meeting to Order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

Invocation was given by Capt. Ricky Despain. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America was given by the members of the Lauderdale 

County Legislative Body. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

On motion by Commissioner T. Sanders and seconded by Commissioner J. Henson it was 

ordered that the minutes of the May 2026 meeting be approved by voice vote. 

SAID MOTION PASSED ON VOICE VOTE. 

 

 

 

 



REQUEST ALLOWING BUDGET CHAIRMAN AND MAYOR TO TRANSFER  

FINAL LINE ITEMS WITHIN BUDGETS 

On motion by Commissioner J. Pursell and seconded by Commissioner D. Ungerecht Jr. it was 

ordered the above request be approved upon roll call vote. 

YES Joe Carmack, Gene Edwards, Rob Harris, Danny Hartsfield, Jeff Henson,  

Ronnie Jackson, Sherry Jones, Kaye Jordon, Brian Maclin, Dale McCaslin,  

Terry Mills, Eugene Pugh, Joe Pursell, Todd Rankin, Brad Rose, Reed Sanders Jr, 

Tommy Sanders, Erin Smith, and Dan Ungerecht Jr.,  

NO  

ABSENT Mark Ballard, Don Connell, Lowell Tillman Jr., and Susan Worlds. 

     19   Ayes,   0   Nays, and   4   Absent 

SAID MOTION PASSED ON ROLL CALL VOTE. 

 

ATTORNEY AMBER SHAW – DENALI UPDATE 

Attorney Amber Shaw requested the county officials clear the courtroom to move the 

Commission Meeting into Executive Session.  Executive Session began at 6:09 pm. 

On motion by Commissioner D. Ungerecht Jr. and seconded by Commissioner J. Pursell it was 

ordered that the Executive Session adjourn at 6:31 pm and to resume the monthly county 

commission meeting. 

Commissioner D. Hartsfield made motion to follow Attorney A. Shaw’s recommendation to non-

suit Denali case and if Denali resumes within the county to re-file the suit. Motion was seconded 

by Commissioner J. Pursell and it was ordered the above motion be approved by roll call vote. 

YES Joe Carmack, Gene Edwards, Rob Harris, Danny Hartsfield, Jeff Henson,  

Ronnie Jackson, Sherry Jones, Kaye Jordon, Brian Maclin, Dale McCaslin,  

Terry Mills, Eugene Pugh, Joe Pursell, Todd Rankin, Brad Rose, Reed Sanders Jr, 

Tommy Sanders, Erin Smith, and Dan Ungerecht Jr.,  

NO  

ABSENT Mark Ballard, Don Connell, Lowell Tillman Jr., and Susan Worlds. 

     19   Ayes,   0   Nays, and   4   Absent 

SAID MOTION PASSED ON ROLL CALL VOTE. 

 

ATTORNEY MICHAEL BANKS – UPDATE 

Attorney Michael Banks briefed commissioners about the ongoing issue with Juvenile Court 

being relocated to the Justice Center. 

  

 



AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCHOOL BUSINESS 

On motion by Commissioner K. Jordon and seconded by Commissioner R. Harris it was ordered 

that the following School Budget Amendments be approved by roll call vote. 

YES Joe Carmack, Gene Edwards, Rob Harris, Danny Hartsfield, Jeff Henson,  

Ronnie Jackson, Sherry Jones, Kaye Jordon, Brian Maclin, Dale McCaslin,  

Terry Mills, Eugene Pugh, Joe Pursell, Todd Rankin, Brad Rose, Reed Sanders Jr, 

Tommy Sanders, Erin Smith, and Dan Ungerecht Jr.,  

NO  

ABSENT Mark Ballard, Don Connell, Lowell Tillman Jr., and Susan Worlds. 

     19   Ayes,   0   Nays, and   4   Absent 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SAID MOTION PASSED ON ROLL CALL VOTE. 

 

 

 

 

 



BUDGET AMENDMENTS – GENERAL FUND-101 

On motion by Commissioner J. Henson and seconded by Commissioner T. Sanders it was 

ordered that the following Budget Amendments be approved by roll call vote. 

YES Joe Carmack, Gene Edwards, Rob Harris, Danny Hartsfield, Jeff Henson,  

Ronnie Jackson, Sherry Jones, Kaye Jordon, Brian Maclin, Dale McCaslin,  

Terry Mills, Eugene Pugh, Joe Pursell, Todd Rankin, Brad Rose, Reed Sanders Jr, 

Tommy Sanders, Erin Smith, and Dan Ungerecht Jr.,  

NO  

ABSENT Mark Ballard, Don Connell, Lowell Tillman Jr., and Susan Worlds. 

     19   Ayes,   0   Nays, and   4   Absent 

 

 

SAID MOTION PASSED ON ROLL CALL VOTE. 

 

 



BUDGET AMENDMENTS – SCHOOL 2026 GO BOND – FUND-178  

On motion by Commissioner J. Pursell and seconded by Commissioner R. Harris it was ordered 

that the following Budget Amendments be approved by roll call vote. 

YES Joe Carmack, Gene Edwards, Rob Harris, Danny Hartsfield, Jeff Henson,  

Ronnie Jackson, Sherry Jones, Kaye Jordon, Brian Maclin, Dale McCaslin,  

Terry Mills, Eugene Pugh, Joe Pursell, Todd Rankin, Brad Rose, Reed Sanders Jr, 

Tommy Sanders, Erin Smith, and Dan Ungerecht Jr.,  

NO  

ABSENT Mark Ballard, Don Connell, Lowell Tillman Jr., and Susan Worlds. 

     19   Ayes,   0   Nays, and   4   Absent 

 

SAID MOTION PASSED ON ROLL CALL VOTE. 

 

BUDGET AMENDMENTS – LANDFILL – 207 

On motion by Commissioner D. Ungerecht Jr.  and seconded by Commissioner T. Sanders it was 

ordered that the following Budget Amendments be approved by roll call vote. 

YES Joe Carmack, Gene Edwards, Rob Harris, Danny Hartsfield, Jeff Henson,  

Ronnie Jackson, Sherry Jones, Kaye Jordon, Brian Maclin, Dale McCaslin,  

Terry Mills, Eugene Pugh, Joe Pursell, Todd Rankin, Brad Rose, Reed Sanders Jr, 

Tommy Sanders, Erin Smith, and Dan Ungerecht Jr.,  

NO  

ABSENT Mark Ballard, Don Connell, Lowell Tillman Jr., and Susan Worlds. 

     19   Ayes,   0   Nays, and   4   Absent 

SAID MOTION PASSED ON ROLL CALL VOTE. 

 

 



BUDGET AMENDMENTS – HIGHWAY DEPT – FUND-131 

On motion by Commissioner D. Ungerecht Jr. and seconded by Commissioner T. Rankin it was 

ordered that the following Budget Amendments be approved by roll call vote. 

YES Joe Carmack, Gene Edwards, Rob Harris, Danny Hartsfield, Jeff Henson,  

Ronnie Jackson, Sherry Jones, Kaye Jordon, Brian Maclin, Dale McCaslin,  

Terry Mills, Eugene Pugh, Joe Pursell, Todd Rankin, Brad Rose, Reed Sanders Jr, 

Tommy Sanders, Erin Smith, and Dan Ungerecht Jr.,  

NO  

ABSENT Mark Ballard, Don Connell, Lowell Tillman Jr., and Susan Worlds. 

     19   Ayes,   0   Nays, and   4   Absent 

 

 

 

SAID MOTION PASSED ON ROLL CALL VOTE. 

 

 

 



BUDGET AMENDMENTS – LAUDERDALE COUNTY WATER DEPARTMENT 

On motion by Commissioner R. Harris and seconded by Commissioner G. Edwards it was 

ordered that the following Budget Amendments be approved by roll call vote. 

YES Joe Carmack, Gene Edwards, Rob Harris, Danny Hartsfield, Jeff Henson,  

Ronnie Jackson, Sherry Jones, Kaye Jordon, Brian Maclin, Dale McCaslin,  

Terry Mills, Eugene Pugh, Joe Pursell, Todd Rankin, Brad Rose, Reed Sanders Jr, 

Tommy Sanders, Erin Smith, and Dan Ungerecht Jr.,  

NO  

ABSENT Mark Ballard, Don Connell, Lowell Tillman Jr., and Susan Worlds. 

     19   Ayes,   0   Nays, and   4   Absent 

 

SAID MOTION PASSED ON ROLL CALL VOTE. 

 

BUILDING PERMITS REPORT 

On motion by Commissioner J. Henson and seconded by Commissioner K. Jordon it was ordered 

that the Building Permits Report be approved by voice vote. 

 

SAID MOTION PASSED ON VOICE VOTE. 

 



OTHER BUSINESS 

SCHOOLS 2026 – GO BOND – REPORT ON DEBT OBLIGATIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

NOTARIES 

On motion by Commissioner J. Pursell and seconded by Commissioner T. Sanders it was ordered 

that the following people be elected as Notary Publics for the term prescribed by law: 

Crystal Driver 

Donna M. Smith 

Brandy L. Willis 

SAID MOTION PASSED ON VOICE VOTE. 

ADJOURN 

On motion by Commissioner J. Pursell and seconded by Commissioner D. Ungerecht Jr. it was 

ordered that the Legislative Body adjourn at 7:05 p.m. 

SAID MOTION PASSED BY VOICE VOTE. 


