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WHY
THE BUILDERS GUIDE
EXISTS

ouples rarely decide to build a new
home in a single moment.....

But nearly every serious couple visits
a lender to determine financing before
selecting a builder.

By placing a curated, high-quality publication
in bank and credit union lobbies, The Builders
Guide introduces families to local custom home
builders while they are actively thinking about
budgets, lifestyles and long-term choices. It
allows them to see what is possible before
they ever tour a resale home.

For home builders, this placement is uniquely
powerful. It reaches prospective clients early,
calmly, and without competition - at the exact
point where decisions begin to form.

The Builders Guide is published three times per
year and distributed exclusively through select
financial institutions and professional waiting
environments. Each edition features a limited
group of builders selected to represent quality,
craftsmanship, and regional leadership.
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TRADE ALLY * CRAFTSMANSHIP

High-Efficiency Home Specialist * PERSONAL
ATTENTION

Jon Olson Construction Co.

WB082 County Rd T, Holmen, W1 54636 608-780-5603

jolsonlax@gmail.com
Building Dream Homes for over 35 Years 8
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EMANN.CONSTRUCTION
(608) 799-1969




Moore & Mosre
Comtruction

) Ime.

At Moore and Moore Construction, Inc. we understand
that your construction project is more than just a task -
it's a meaningful investment in your home and daily
, . comfort. Whether you are remodeling a kitchen in
Sparta, Wisconsin Holmen, building a home addition in La Crosse, or
(608) 780-2913 finishing a basement in Tomah, we bring expert craft-
T e manship, attention to detail, and local knowledge to
every project.
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- Featured Builders

Builders: upgrade to a full page feature in the next issue
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Jon Olson

Construction
La Crosse, Wi

608-780-5603

Coleman

Custom Homes L.c
La Crosse, WI

507-259-4931

Tomah Homes w.c
Stratford Homes Dealer

Tomah, WI
608-372-6666

Roofing & Construction
La Crosse, WI

608-790-9111

Builders: upgrade to a full page feature in the next issue



- Featured Builders

3 Balduzzi's

Lumber
Onalaska, WI

608-783-3329

Best

Custom Homes
West Salem, WI

608-786-4923

Elsen

Construction
West Salem, WI

608-386-0333

JD Powell

Construction

Holmen, WI
608-769-7604

Builders: upgrade to a full page feature in the next issue
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Kirchner

Custom Builders
La Crosse, WI

608-782-3087

AN Golden View
T — Homes L.c
La Crosse, WI

608-797-2755

Mazzola

Construction &
Consulting
Barre, WI

608-780-8537

—~~—.__ | Driftless

ﬂﬂDﬂ_E_] - HomeWrights
| Viroqua, WI

/ ‘ 608-637-6747

Builders: upgrade to a full page feature in the next issue



The Materials Behind the Region's Fingst Homes...
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MAX Building Solutions ..

3001 Bicycle St, Sparta, W1 54656
1/4 mile south of the Hwy 27 and I-90 exit

(888) 629-3905

sambrown@maxbuildingsolutions.com

1-388-851-T7!



B - Build Smarter
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MAX Building Solutions ...
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- Featured Builders

Korger & Sons

Construction Company
La Crosse, WI

608-793-4214

Construction
Onalaska, Wi

608-779-4617

River Road
Homes

Custom Builder
Trempealeau, WI

608-386-1054

TN Thompson

Enterprises
Onalaska, WI

608-792-8453

T TR

Builders: upgrade to a full page feature in the next issue
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Ryan Homes
Custom Builder

Holmen, Wi
608-738-2347

Westpfahl

Construction
Holmen, WI

608-343-6331

~ ‘ T2 Contracting
Company

Tomah, WI
608-372-5024

Town & Country
Homes
Design & Build
Holmen, WI

608-792-2077

Builders: upgrade to a full page feature in the next issue
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Vinyl Fencing

Chain-Link Fencing

Ornamental Fencing

5
Custom Gates
BROTHERS
fencebrothersllc.com

1258 Sugar Loaf Rd.
Winona, MN

Commercial & Residential Fence Contractors

Whelher |t's a quiet no-wake lake or a full-rec
lake, a sandy shoreline or prime fishing spots
for musky or trout - we know where to find it!

USTIC (715) 258-8678
M Serving ALL of Wisconsin

&— REALTY —=- 14




W Habitat for Humanity’

of the Greater La Crosse Region

Together, we build community

Volunteer. Donate. Advocate.
Get involved at habitatlacrosse.org

Need a hand with home repair? Hire Habitat!

RePair ReClaim

Start your project today:
info@habitatlacrosse.org | 608-785-2373




FEATURE

By Dmitri Alexander, THE BUILDERS GUIDE

When Wisconsin's Focus On Energy was part of
the ENERGY STAR energy-efficiency movement

e recently visited with Paige

and Joe Van Elzen of the
firm of Thompson Homes, Inc., to get
material for the Feature Article to run
in our Winter Issue. With the cold,
blizzardly months approaching, we
felt it appropriate to focus on energy
conservation and other factors which
should be considered when planning
the construction of a new home here
in Wisconsin.

Having heard so much about the
quality of homes built by Thompson
Homes, their efficiency in conserving
energy and venting problem-causing
moisture, we asked Joe and Paige if

they could give us the real low-down
on what they do to create such highly
rated energy-efficient structures.

They graciously accepted our
invitation to an interview, and called
in Doug Meek, of the Wisconsin
ENERGY STAR Homes program, (o
Jjoin us.

“We decided a long time ago to
join a program that offers so much -
expertise, experience and credibility -
for such a small investment”, Joe
told us. “For years we had been
building homes that more than
qualified for certification under the
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Wisconsin ENERGY STAR Homes
program - at least, we thought they
did. Now it’s great for us to have that
independent verification that tells us
we did everything right, and our
clients have that Wisconsin ENERGY
STAR Homes plaque that shows they
have the best, most energy efficient
home possible.

Joe Van Elzen, left, of Thompson Homes, Inc.,
checks air loxs with Doug Meek, area representative
of the Wisconsin ENERGY STAR Homies Program,
using special diagnostic equipment.

Paige Thompson-Van Elzen proud-
ly showed us a letter she and Joe had
received last spring from a family
that faced a power outage during a
February blizzard, “Their thermostat
only dropped 4 degrees during the
entire twelve hours the power was
out,” said Paige, “and they were very,
very happy that they didn’t have to
g0 to a hotel with their baby.”

“That’s no surprise to us” com-
mented efficiency specialist Doug
Meek. “We test hundreds of new
homes built in this area, and those
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built by Thompson Homes consistent-
ly come in with ratings that fall into
the top percentage of all the homes
certified by the Wisconsin ENERGY
STAR Homes program.” That's
because Thompson Homes not only
participates in the Wisconsin ENER-
GY STAR Homes program, they also
take advantage of all of the seminars

Joe and Paige Van Elzen, right, owners of
Thompson Homes, Inc., go over construction
plans with Doug Meek, area representative for
Wisconsin ENERGY STAR Howmes Progrant,

and educational opportunities the pro-
gram offers its participating builders.

“These guys really know what the
program is all about, and always go
that extra step to make sure energy
loss is at a minimum and that all the
built-in systems in the house are
working properly,” Meek told us.

Joe took us into a basement where
he pointed out the liitle details that
pay off huge dividends when it comes
to energy conservation. He noted how
they spray urethane foam on all the
box sills and use DC drive furnaces
to lower your monthly operating
costs. “We make our homes really
airtight, and then get rid of moisture
and add fresh air through an engi-
neered ventilation system. The whole
concept works best when leaks in the
Building Envelope are eliminated,”
Joe informed us.

We saw switch and plug-in recep-
tacles caulked and insulated, and
huge amounts of insulating hardening
foam used to seal areas where ducts

leave the house close to the basement
ceiling. “These are areas of real con-
cern,” said Meek. “Joe doesn’t miss
them. All houses, no matter how well
they’re built, will experience some
leakage due to wood shrinking and
settling. But our tests show that
Thompson Homes experience mini-
mum leakage - even after a couple of
years. The difference is in the details,
in the dedication Paige and Joe have
to giving their clients the best that the
Wisconsin ENERGY STAR program
and their own strict standards can
give them.”

——

Thompson Homes, Inc., makes sure noisture
ix remaved from bathrooms using a ventilating
system that is fested and certified by the

Wisconzin ENERGY STAR Homes Program.
Having witnessed the results of the
various tests administered by Doug
Meek on one Thompson Homes-built
house, we can testify that Thompson
Homes does indeed create homes of
maximum energy efficiency... and of
maximum beauty, we might add. 1l

(Reprinted from 2003)
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Reach prospective customers at the right place, and
at the right moment: when they apply for financing.....

Where Custom Home Decisions Actually Happen
— L. *

In that moment:
X Budget is defined
0 Scope is discussed

(0 Builder is selected
18 For advertising rates, email foxpublishing@hotmail.com



Before you Build: How to Choose the
Right Lot For Your Dream Home

Dﬁigning your dream home is exciting—but
the success of that home begins long before you
start construction. It starts with the land itself.

Choosing the right building lot isn't just about
location—it's about how that land supports your
vision, your budget & your long-term satisfaction.
Location Still Matters Most
The old rule is true: location's everything. Consider:
= Proximity to work, schools, and daily services
+ Area character & future development plans
= Property taxes and municipal services
A beautiful home in the wrong location can
become a long-term regret.
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Understand The Land ltself

Not all lots are created equal. Key physical factors
factors include:

+ Soil Conditions: Poor soil can increase costs
of foundations

- Drainage: Improper grading can lead to water
issues

» Topography: Sloped lots can add cost—but
also offer design opportunities

= Access to Utilities: Sewer, water, gas, and
electric availability

A lot that looks affordable upfront can become
expensive once site work begins.

Zoning and Restrictions

Before purchasing, review:

* Local zoning regulations

» Building setbacks and height restrictions

= HOA or subdivision covenants

These rules can directly impact what, and how,
you're allowed to build.

Sunlight and Orientation
The direction your home faces affects both comfort

and efficiency. South-facing exposure can increase 3
natural light, improve passive solar heating, reduce £

long-term energy costs.

A well-oriented lot works with your home design,

not against it.

Think About the Lifestyle

Walk the property and ask yourself:

= Where will outdoor living spaces go?

» What will the views be from inside the home?
* How much privacy do you want?

The best lots support not just a house—but the
way you want to live.

Work With A Builder Early

One of the smartest moves is involving your
builder before you go and purchase the lot. An
experienced builder can identify hidden costs,
design opportunities, and potential issues you
might miss.

The Foundation Of Everything

Your lot isn't just where your home sits—it
shapes everything from design to cost to daily

- experience. Choose wisely, & you set the stage

for a home that truly delivers on your vision.

DVIEW ESTATES
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Jennifer Oefstedahl

G608-797-9806

Kathy Meyar

608.769.0461

Grandview Estates L.c Addition
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Good stuff.
Great cause.

Shop the Habitat ReStore

Your home for new and gently used
furniture, appliances, building
supplies, home goods, and more.
Habitat uses 100% of ReStore profits
to build and repair homes in the
Greater La Crosse Region.

Open to the public
Tuesday-Saturday
10am-6pm



