
Wavaires Celebrate 50 Years 
       In the 1970-71 School year, the Choral Department was headed by Mr. Edward Reck, and 
FRQVLVWHG�RI�DQ�$GYDQFHG�&KRLU��*LUOV¶�*OHH�&OXE��DQG�7UDLQLQJ�&KRLU��0U��5HFN�UHRUJDQL]HG�WKH�
classes in this discipline the next school year, 1971-72, and developed an advanced group chosen 
by tryouts. This group met five days a week and correlated choreography with their songs. 
Chairs were removed from their classroom to force students to be more alert and to support their 
tone better. This new group was called the Wavaires and was added to the GHS musical roster 
RI�*LUOV¶�*OHH�&OXE�DQG�*HQHUDO�&KRir, which already existed. They put on a community 
Christmas concert at the Methodist Church. The boys in the Wavaires collected a love offering in 
the church and donated the money to the pediatrics ward at Wayne Hospital.  
       All choirs were under new leadership the next year, 1972-73, when Mrs. Marilyn Light 
became choral director. The Wavaires expanded with performances in the Darke County Home, 
community church service, the Doyle Brumbaugh Benefit Fund, singing Christmas carols at the 
Court House, and at the Homecoming Banquet.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ed Reck Wavaires          Marilyn Light 
founder 1971-72             Wavaires Director 
                                        1972-73 
 
above right: Wavaires perform at Choir-O-Rama 1972, Connie Neal GHS 1972, Dave Bell 
GHS 1973, Debbie Martin GHS 1972, and Carolyn Edsall *+6�������DQG�RWKHUV�VLQJ�³%DOL�+DL´�
from South Pacific. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wavaires singing Christmas carols at the  
City Building, Christmas, 1972(above), and 1973 >>>>. 
 
 
Marilyn continued to lead the choral music department through 1975. 



                                                       
                                                                                    
 
    
 
                                                                                         1973-74 Wavaires (left) 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                         1974-75 Wavaires (below) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                        1976-77 Wavaires (left) 
 
 
 
 



       Mr. David Priebe took over and directed eight vocal groups in 1975-76: Mixed Choir, 
:DYDLUHV��-XQLRU�DQG�6HQLRU�*LUOV¶�*OHH��SOXV�IRXU�HQVHPEOHV��-XQLRU�*LUOV¶�(QVHPEOH��
6RSKRPRUH�*LUOV¶�(QVHPEOH��6HQLRU�*LUOV¶�(QVHPEOH��DQG�%R\V�(QVHPEOH��+H�DGGHG�VWXGHQWV�WR�
direct the students in some of the classes: Craig Brown GHS 1976 of Mixed Choir and Beth 
Schatz *+6������RI�*LUOV¶�*OHH��0U��3ULHEH�KDG�WZR�JRDOV�LQ�WHDFKLQJ�YRFDO�PXVLF��2QH�ZDV�WR�
teach musical skills such as tone and blending with the rest of the choir, and the other was to 
make the students more aware of music as an art form.  
 
                                                                                    Mr. Priebe directs 
                                                                                    At Choir-O-Rama >>> 
 
                                                                             <<< 1976 Choir-O-Rama 
                                                                                     Wavaires 
 
 
 
 
The 1976-77 year brought the return of Marilyn  
Light to head the choral department. She had five  
JURXSV��*LUOV¶�*OHH��0L[HG�&KRLU��:DYDLUHV��%R\V� 
Ensemble, and Girls Ensemble. Students had a candy  
sale to raise funds and David Browne GHS 1977 was  
president of the department. The Wavaires were made  
up of Juniors and Seniors, Their activities included  
performing at various clubs and organizations in  
addition to the Winter Musical and Choir-O-Rama. 
  
                 The Wavaires sing a medley of Walt Disney hits 
                 at Choir-O-Rama in 1977. >>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 
 
 
                                                                                      
                                                                                 < 1978 Wavaires members sitting: Patty Byers  
                                                                                 Monica Harmon, Darlene Gasper, Lori Locke,  
                                                                                 Cathy Van Scoyk, and Julie Witters.  
                                                                                 Standing: Marty Phillips, Nathan Langdon,   
                                                                                 Tom Triplett, Jill Longfellow, Brad Wright,  
                                                                                 Denise Koontz, Mark Liebherr,Jamie Graham, 
Mark                                                                         Mark Howdieshell, Shirley Beisner, Steve  
                                                                                  Brumbaugh, Doug Singleman, Mike Lemon. 
                                                                                    (the first entire group of Wavaires pictured   
                                                                                                              in the Yearbook)  



       In 1977-78, Marilyn Light continued to lead the groups for the second year in a row, and for 
her fifth year in the previous six. 7KH������PXVLFDO�JURXSV�SHUIRUPHG�³%\H�%\H�%LUGLH´�DQG�LQ�
the Winter Musical and Choir-O-Rama. They added church services to their agenda of shows 
and attended the District Contest.  
       A new era began in 1978-79 when Miss Michele Smith became leader of all the vocal 
groups. During the 83-year period of 1930 to 2013, two teachers led the GHS choral department 
for 73 of those 83 years: Miss Elizabeth Hill from 1930 to 1968 and Miss Michele Smith from 
1978 to 2013.  
                                                                                                   Marilyn Light and accompanist Jill        
The 1979 Wavaires practice their choreography (below)            Longfellow in 1978 (below right)                                                                                        
 
                                                                                                               0LFKHOH�6PLWK¶V 
                                                                                                               first year at GHS, 
                                                                                                               1978-79  (below)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       The 1980 vocal music department consisted of the same five groups as in previous years and 
gave 40 to 50 performances for various civic organizations, an elementary school tour, a County 
Choral Festival, the Good Friday Community Service, GHS musicals, and competed in the state 
contest and Solo and Ensemble competition. Students raised $2,000 selling candy and $700 from 
poster sales. The May Choir-O-Rama was a resounding success and Wavaires performances 
LQFOXGH�VHOHFWLRQV�IURP�³7KH�:L]´��³%UHDNIDVW�DW�7LIIDQ\¶V´��³6JW��3HSSHU¶V�/RQHO\�+HDUWV�&OXE�
%DQG´��³7KH�0XSSHW�0RYLH´��and other movie themes.  
       The 1979-80 Wavaires performance at the  
December, 1979, Winter Musical. >>>>>>> 
 
1980-81 Wavaires performing at Homecoming, 
1980 (below): 
 
 
                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wavaires 1978-79 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wavaires 1980-81    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wavaires 1981-82 (below) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mrs. Anne Bailey filled in for Miss Smith for   
the 1981-82 school year. The group performed at 
the National Honor Society Banquet. >>> 
 
Anne Bailey. Director for one year (below) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       The 1982-83 Wavaires were back under the direction of Michele Smith again. The 25-
member group performed in several churches and many Memorial Hall events. Miss Smith took 
the Wavaires to new heights and they were one of 28 groups invited to participate in the Great 
Southern Choral Classic in Orlando, Florida. They received first place in show class.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1983 Wavaires: Front sitting: Becky Coblentz, Sharon Zerkle, Jeff Lehman, Kendra Ringley, 
Chris Triplett, Jane Fiely, and Melanie Sander. Standing, left to right: Teresa Luce, Fred 
Williams, Rob Jones, Tamy Voke, Robb Kensinger, Scott Burkett, Heidi Baughman, Brenda 
Enicks, David Lloyd, Mark Denniston, Kevin Carothers, Jeni Haworth, Dave Rentz, Anne 
Randolph, Rick Kensinger, Mark Middlecoff, Dan Spidel, Paul Peiffer, and Miss Michele Smith, 
Director. 



1983 trip to Orlando Florida                           Wavaires perform at 1982 Winter Musical 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 1983-84 Wavaires consisted of 24 members and had piano accompanist JoEllen Engle GHS 
1987, drummer Scott Burkett GHS 1985, and bass guitarist Dave Lloyd GHS 1984. Following 
ODVW�\HDU¶V�)ORULGD�WULS�����RI�WKH�YRFDO�PHPEHUV�IRUPHG�D�Stage Crew to assist in setup and take 
down. The vocal group placed third at the Oak Hills Contest and sixth place at Coshocton. Some 
of their activities included school open house, various club and parties, banquets, church 
performances, and Choir-O-Rama. New choreography was added to their performances from 
Barbara Rethlake.  
Singing at the 1984 N.H.S. Banquet:                    Michele Smith and accompanist JoEllen Engle: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6KDULQJ�WKH�VSRWOLJKW�RI�³$�&KRUXV�/LQH´�PHGOH\�����������������-RH�.ROE�¶���DQG�7HUHVD�/XFH�µ�� 
%UXFH�6D\ORU�¶���DQG�:DGH�6PLWK�¶���MRLQ�YRLFHV��������������������³FXGGOH�XS´�IRU�D�GXHW������ 
             
     
 
 
 
 
                                                                                   
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
                1983-84 Wavaires (above)                1984-85 Wavaires (below) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
       The 1984-���9RFDO�0XVLF�'HSDUWPHQW�LQFOXGHG�D�0L[HG�&KRLU��*LUOV¶�*OHH��DQG�WKH�

Wavaires. The Wavaires along with the Stage Crew participated in the Piqua Show Choir 
Contest. The Mixed Choir performed at the Darke County Choral Concert held at the GHS gym. 
7KH�*LUOV¶�*OHH�DQG�0L[HG�&KRLU�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKH�20($�FKRLU�FRQWHVW�DW�7UR\�+6��
Individuals participated in the Solo and Ensemble contest at Indian Lake HS.  

 
                             <<<< Rachel Lester, Chris Kolb, and  
                                       0HOLVVD�/HPRQ�³JHW�GRZQ´�LQ 
                                       D�:DYDLUHV�SHUIRUPDQFH���µ��-µ��� 
 
                                       Miss Smith stands proud in 1986 
                                       Choir-O-Rama >>>>> 
 
 
WaYDLUHV�SHUIRUP�$FDSHOOD�DW�WKH�:LQWHU�0XVLFDO��¶��-¶�������EHORZ� 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The entire GHS Music Department at the Choir-O-Rama (1986) (below) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       The 1985-86 vocal music department had so many requests to perform that some had 

to be turned down. The high point was the Grand Championship at the Oak Hills Show Choir 
Invitational. The additional students added to the program put in extra time and enthusiasm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       The 1986-87 Wavaires won the Grand Championship of the Piqua Show Choir Contest. 
They also represented Ohio in the Young American National Performance Choir Festival in 
Hollywood, California. They performed a spectacular performance at Disneyland and were 
video-WDSHG�RQ�WKH�³6ROLG�*ROG´�VHW�DW�3DUDPRXQW�6WXGLRV��7KHLU�IXQG�UDLVHUs consisted of selling 
Holiday gift items and candy bars.  
       Tom Fletcher, Tracy Grilliot and Jeff Compton: 
 
        Senior Wavaires boys perform with  
        Soloist Jeff Compton, 1987  (below) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss Smith (1988) 
and Lori Blanchard, 
4-year accompanist 
for all 3 choirs. 
(above) 
 
 
 

 
1987-88 Wavaires won the Piqua Show Choir Grand Championship for the third time. They also 
won second place at the Ohio Northern Show Choir Contest and the Best Costume category. The 
group presented a Dinner Theater in January, and were honored by the V.F.W. and Ladies 
Auxiliary.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 1988-89 Wavaires received a second place in the Piqua Show Choir Contest. They 

were invited to the Bishop Leurs Show Choir Contest in Fort Wayne, Indiana, where they placed 
ILIWK��7KLV�ZDV�WKH�ILUVW�WLPH�DQ�2KLR�VFKRRO�SODFHG�LQ�WKH�7RS����7KHLU�FDQWDWD�³$OOHOXLD´�ZDV�
performed in more than ten churches.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Wavaires strike a pose >>> 
    Myles Rutherford stands a s a 
    Snowman at Winter Concert >>>                                                    

 
The 1989-90 Wavaires started their busy schedule with a Christmas Sing-a-Long at the 

memorial Hall. They performed a smashing Dinner Theatre show. They were Grand Champion 
of the Piqua Show Choir Contest, which included Choir groups from as far away as Illinois. The 
ELJJHVW�HYHQW�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZDV�WKH�&KLFDJR�³6KRZVWRSSHUV´�,QYLWDWLRQDO�KHOG�LQ�0DUFK��ZKHUH�
they did not finish in the Top 6.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 1990-91 Wavaires finished runner-u in the Kettering-Fairmont Show Choir Contest. 

They presented a Dinner Theatre, the Christmas Concert, Choir-O-Rama, and many area 
FKXUFKHV��7KH\�SHUIRUPHG�WZR�FRQWDWDV��IRU�FKXUFK�VKRZV�DQG�PXVLF��³3UDLVHV�RI�*RG¶V�/RYH´��
The Director, Mrs. Michele Smith Unger��VDLG��³<RX¶UH�RQO\�DV�JRRG�LQ�SHUIRUPDQFH�DV�\RX�DUH�
LQ�UHKHDUVDO�´    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
7KH�¶���:DYDLUHV�JHW�LW�VWDUWHG�DW�WKH 
Christmas Concert.  >>> 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                            
                                             <<< Bill Kolb and Chrissy Rethlake at ¶���Dinner Theatre 
 
                                                   Kelli Ketring, Nathan Miley, and Brandon Peters get 
                                                   down and funkyat the Dinner Theatre (below) 
  
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1991-92 Wavaires (below) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1991-92 Wavaires (above) were Grand Champions at the Kettering-Fairmont Show Choir 

Invitational, competing against 14 other schools. They took the liberty to sing almost every 
Sunday at area churches. In April, the Wavaires flew to Disney World, Florida, to compete in a 
contest and perform at EPCOT Center. A lot of money had to be raised to finance this trip from 
every member, their parents, Mrs. Unger, local businesses, friends and relatives. They made a 
tape of their own ensemble to sell for money for their trip. They also sent telegrams throughout 
the community.  

 
1992-93 Wavaires Contest Show (below): 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1992-93 Wavaires (above) won the Grand Championships of the Kettering-Fairmont 

Show Choir Contest. The Dinner Theatre was a resounding success.  
 
1993-���:DYDLUHV¶�'LQQHU�7KHDWUH�KDG�WKH�WKHPH�RI�³$�1LJKW�2XW�wLWK�WKH�:DYDLUHV´��

This continues for decades but the dinner theatre wDV�QRW�DOZD\V�SDUW�RI�³7KH�1LJKW�2XW´��
6XWHU¶V�0HDWV�FDWHUHG�WKH�'LQQHU�� 

Some Night Out Dinner Theatre pictures form 1994. The first one is Matt Light singing 
³:KHQ�<RX�$UH�D�6ROGLHU´����EHORZ�� 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1993-94 Wavaires (above) 
Front Row: Amy Smith, Joe Smith, Amy Dull, Aaron McLear, Melissa Bruss, Jase 

Divens, and Heather Sroka. Row 2: Matt Light, Rachael Cook, Mike Hurley, Emily Coppess, 
Josh Divens, Aaron Ward, Charisa Hathaway, Chris Montgomery, Moira Stone, Josh Yoakam, 
Mary Lemon, Stacy Trissel, Jason Waltke, Shara Carter, and Ben Cook. Back Row 3: Ben 
Hawes, Katy Fahrbach, Joe Ungericht, Carrie Stachler, Matt Kolb, John Mardin, Angie 
DeVillers, and Chad Cantrell.  

 
1994-95 Wavaires: >>>> 
Making transition WR�³%DQMRV´ 
in their Championship 
Contest Show >>> 
 
Aaron LcLear, 4 year 
0HPEHU�GRHV�³&KDLQ�*DQJ´ 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                            1994-95 Wavaires 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1995-96 Wavaires 

Front Row: Abbie Stockslager, Dan Hile, Mary Lemon, Stacy Trissel, Betsy Cassel, Mike 
Flatter, and Ann-Marie Calkins.  Row 2: Kim Gruber, Greg Badger, Markus Moore, Emily 
Coppess, Ali Hunt, Josh Bricker, Rebbie Breaden, and Liz Eikenberry.  Row 3: Jared McLear, 
Brandy Clark, Chad Curtis, Ms. Michele Smith, Director, Jim Arnold, Becci Miller, and Adam 
McLear.  Back Row: Tiffany Olwine, Josh Gruber, Marisa Vallo, Greg Coverstone, Kim Brewer, 
Nick Good, Lori Arnold, Joey Zweisler, and Megan Pleiman.  
 
:DYDLUHV�VKRZ�WKHLU�SDWULRWLVP�ZLWK�³6RQJ�RI�$PHULFD´�(far right >>) 
Stacy Trissel and Emily Coppess sing a tribute to the Beatles (right, below) 
Wavaires show their stuff ZKLOH�GDQFLQJ�WR�³7XUQ�WKH�%HDW�$URXQG´��EHORZ� 
Wavaires guys transform into dogs  
)RU�WKH�FRPHG\�QXPEHU�³%LUGGRJ´ 
(below, left)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



           ³$�1LJKW�2XW�ZLWK�WKH�:DYDLUHV´�WRRN�SODFH�RQ�0DUFK����������ZLWK�D�FDWHUHG�GLQQHU�
preceding the three-hour spectacular show, and satisfied 400 spectators. Other vocal music 
JURXSV�SHUIRUPLQJ�WKLV�\HDU�ZHUH�WKH�&KDPEHU�&KRLU��&KRUDOLHUV��DQG�*LUOV¶�*OHH�� 
           The 1996-97 Wavaires performed their normal performances of Cantatas, Christmas 
shows, and musicals, but added some other events. They placed second place in the Kettering 
Fairmont Show Choir Invitational. They flew to Hollywood to represent the State of Ohio in a 
week long put together by the Young Americans, a group of aspiring entertainers, They attended 
workshops, visited the beach, and performed their very successful contest show at Disneyland.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1996-97 Wavaires 
Wavaires VWULNH�WKHLU�ILQDO�SRVH�DIWHU�SHUIRUPLQJ�D�FURZG�SOHDVLQJ�VKRZ�DW�'LVQH\ODQG¶V�0DJLF�
Music Day (below left). The whole group poses in their Young American shirts in front of a 
Disneyland store (below right): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wavaires final position of the finale number 
of their contest show (above) 
1996-97 group picture at Bears Mill (named, 
but different view of color picture) 
 
1997-98 Vocal Music department had six groups: Wavaires, Choraliers, Chamber Choir, 
:RPHQ¶V�&KRLU��*LUOV¶�*OHH��DQG�0HQ¶V�&KRLU.  
 
 
 
 
 
                                              1997-98 Wavaires 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wavaires 1998-99 
 
The Wavaires boogie down 
during their part of the 
1999 Choir-O-Rama (right) 
 
 
Michele Smith in Rehearsal 
(below) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wavaires 1999-2000 (2 poses) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wavaires 1999-2000 (above) 
 
 

Wavaires 2000-01 (below) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wavaires 2000-02 (named) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chamber Choir in New York City, 2000 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wavaires 
2001-02 
(2 poses)- named >> 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wavaires 2002-03 
Front Row: Mike Bernhard, Megan Maurer, Olivier Grossen, Aubrey Shellabarger, Ralph Knipp, 
Erica Wysong, Chris Lohr, Kristen Rogers, and Mark Light.  Row 2: Nicholas Flinn, Libby 
Spille, John Hottle, Ms. Terri Fryman, Accompanist, Ms. Michele Smith Director, Megan Julian, 
Adam Edger, Stephanie Holmes, and Tyler Jeffers.  Row 3: Josh Bronnenberg, Steven Arnett, 
Alexis Berthold, Derek Copp, Jena Winner, Michelle Shaw, Caleb Lohr, Alisa Butts, A.J. Fritts, 
and Phillip Reeser.  Back Row 4: Andrea Dyke, Cary Miller, Katie Van de Grift, Brien Sewell, 
Cassie Besecker, Tony MacKenzie, Kristina Murray, Fred Meyers, and Rachel Maurer.                    
 
 
 
Wavaires at 2003 
Choir-O-Rama (right) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wavaires 2003-04 at Choir-O-Rama 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Wavaires 2003-04 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2004 

 
Wavaires 2004-05 below) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wavaires 2004-05 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Wavaires at 2005 
Choir-O-Rama 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wavaires  2005-06 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wavaires in New York City, 2006 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wavaires 2005-06 (named above- bottom photo aligned differently) 
Front Row: Dustin Copp, Kaci Hathaway, Emily Kagey, Lindsey Donadio, Rebecca VanDeGrift,  
And David Maurer.  Row 2: Jansen Hein, Brooke Jendrusik, Ryan Roberts, Mrs. Jane Tester, 
Ms. Michele Smith, Director, Mrs. Terri Fryman, Accompanist, Ryan Butts, Sara Hoening, and 
Josh Melling.  Back Row 3: Chelsea Martin, Neal Eikenberry, Lindsey Lockhart, Kate Anderson, 
Geoff Holmes, Jennifer Weyrick, Alex Thomas, Susie Weaver, Lacie List, Marc Sewell, and 
Kari Lemon.  Also pictured below, but different configuration 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Wavaires 
Choir-O-Rama 
2006 (right) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wavaires 2006-07 (below) 
Front Row: Kari Lemon, Chelsea Martin, Susie Weaver, Brooke Jendrusik, and Lindsey Lockhart. 
Row 2: Neil Eikenberry, Chris Phillips, Chris Andreas, and Ryan Roberts.  Row 3: Brittany 
Bowers, Jacob Callahan, Mrs. Terri Fryman, Accompanist, Ms. Michele Smith, Director, Casey 
Stoller, and Kursten Wysong.  Back Standing: Jon Fenstermaker, Krissy Melling, Matt Wroda, 
Sierra Wolfe, Tyler Erisman, Leslie Smith, and Ryan Butts.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2007 Choir-O-Rama with the Wavaires and the IXWXUH�:DYDLUHV¶�Director Chelsea Martin¶V solo 
performance (below) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wavaires 2007-08 (below) 
Alphabetical: Ben Anderson, Chris Andres, Sereena Barga, Brittany Bowers, Ryan Butts, 
Jacob Callahan, Jesse Clark, Joey Conrad, Brooke Copp, Courtney DeSchepper, Ashton Dohme,  
Brandon Eckstein, Neal Eikenberry, Tyler Erisman, Jon Fenstermaker, Jordan Hiestand, Chelsea 
Leis, Kari Lemon, Sarah Lyle, Tyler Martin, Ryan Roberts, Jordan Russell, Chelsea Simmons,  
Leslie Smith, Matt Suter, Amanda Trissel, Wijan Vandersmit, Cierra Wolfe, Sean Wolfe,  
Matt Wroda, and Kursten Wysong.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wavaires 2008-09 (different formations) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wavaires 2009-10 
Row 1: Brandon Eckstein, Courtney DeSchepper, Amanda Trissel, Ashton Dohme, Sean Wolfe, 
Sereena Barga, and Joey Conrad.  Row 2: Nikki Simmons, Colton Robbins, Adam Hickerson,  
And Chelsea Simmons.  Row 3: Mrs. Terri Fryman, Accompanist, and Ms. Michele Smith, 
Director.  Row 4: Matthew Wroda, Landen Kiser, Abbey MacKenzie, Shore Crawford, and 
Josh Kerns.  Back Row 5: Jacob Donthnier, Nicole Leis, Wijan Vandersmit, Tyler Stickel,  
Choreographer, Justin Westfall, Rachel Kindley, and Tyler Leveronne.  
 
 
From the 100th Chief 
Yearbook in 2010, 
mentioning the  
beginning of the 
Wavaires in 1972. (right) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wavaires 2010-11 (same as black and white photo in Yearbook) 
 
 

Choir-O-Rama 2011 (below) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
Wavaires 2011-12 performances in New York City, June,  2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 

Wavaires 2011-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wavaires 2011-12 
 

2012-13 Wavaires performing with Foreigner at the Darke County Fair, August 19, 2012 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wavaires 2012-13 
0LFKHOH�6PLWK¶V�ILQDO�\HDU�DV�'LUHFWRU�RI�:DYDLUHV�DQG�WKH�9RFDO�0XVLF�'HSDUWPHQW� 

Ms. Smith began teaching at G.H.S. in 1978.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you. Ms. Michele Smith, for making  
the whole Vocal Music Department  
the great program that it is today, 

and the Wavaires a perennial World-Class Act.  
 

             1978                                1985                                 1999                                      2013 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Wavaires 2013-14 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wavaires 2014-15 Disney trip photo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wavaires 2014-15 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wavaires 2015 at Choir-O-Rama (below) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Wavaires 2015-16 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chelsea Martin Whirledge, 
GHS 2007, became Director  
of the Wavaires and the Vocal 
Music Department in 2014 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wavaires 2015-16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wavaires 2015-16 (above) and 2016-17 (below) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wavaires 2019-20 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John and Chelsea Whirledge 
$W�%URZQ¶V�&KULVWPDV 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wavaires DW�'LDQQH�%URZQ¶V�IXQHUDO���-30-2021, Presbyterian Church (below) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wavaires 2020-21    The COVID year 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wavaires 2020-21 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wavaires   2021-22      Summer Camp July, 2021 at Memorial Hall   (below) 
Front Row 1:  Emma Tutwiler, Kie Labig, Mollie McLear, Kenzie Baker, Kate Rehmert,  

and Cameron Clark.   Row 2:  Kamdon Riethman, Avery Yount, Khara Hartzell,  
Victoria Thompson, Carson Pope, Kelly Witwer, Isabelle Sommer, Maggie Galloway, 
And Addisyn Gathard.    Row 3:  Landon Weaver, Ethan Beckley, Haiden Livingston,  

Asia Thompson, Mya Conway, Lydia Beisner, and Aleiha Fenton.   Back top Row: 
Brooke Jendrusik, Erin Stephens, Chelsea Whirledge, Chris Andres, and Andrew Adkins. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Wavaires  2021-22 
Front Row 1:  Mrs. Chelsea Whirledge, Director, Emma Tutwiler, Kie Labig, Mollie McLear, 

Kenzie Baker, Kate Rehmert, Cameron Clark, and Mr. Chris Andres, Assistant Director. Row 2:  
Carson Pope, Victoria Thompson, Khara Hartzell, Kelly Witwer, Aleiha Fenton, and Haiden 

Livingston.Row 3:  Maggie Galloway, Lydia Beisner, Izzy Sommer, Asia Thompson, and Mya 
Conway. Back Row 4:  Addie Gathard, Ethan Beckley, Olivia Flatter, Kamdon Riethman, 

Landon Weaver,and Avery Yount.     Not present: Chris Wilkerson. 
 

Wavaires leaders: Chelsea Whirledge and Brooke Jendrusik at the Summer Camp, 
Director Chelsea, and Assistant Director Chris Andres. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wavaires  2022  &DQWDWD��³+RXVH��RI��WKH��/RUG´   First United Methodist Church  Mar. 13, 2022 

Front Row:  Emma Tutwiler, Kie Labig, Mollie McLear, Kenzie Baker, Kate Rehmert, and  
Cameron Clark.    Row 2:  Avery Yount, Victoria Thompson, Haiden Livingston, Aleiha Fenton, 
Kelly Witwer, and Carson Pope     Back Row 3:  Ethan Beckley, Mya Conway, Addie Gathard, 
Lydia Beisner, Izzy Sommer, Maggie Galloway, Asia Thompson, and Kamdon Reithman.               
 
 
Compiled by Dick Brown in 2022 to honor the 50th Anniversary of the founding of the Wavaires. 
Special thanks to Chris Andres and Chelsea Whirledge for bringing together many of the group 
photos that Michele Smith had commissioned and kept for the Vocal Music Department. Chris 
had prepared tribute boards for use in the Memorial Hall of group pictures of the Wavaires from 
every year since their inception in 1972. Also, yearbook pages and pictures have been added here 
along with pictures taken by Dick in recent years. This history needs to be retained for 
Greenville High School.  
 
The success and longevity of the group is credited primarily to the dedication of Michele Smith, 
along with that of Chelsea Whirledge, Marilyn Light, founder Edward Reck, assistant directors 
and talented accompanists.  

 


