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I hope you enjoy our first newsletter edition of 

2026. Special thanks to Sharon Dickinson and her 

daughter, Susan Dickinson, for compiling and pub-

lishing the articles and photos submitted by so 

many of you. Great job! Shortly, we will be email-

ing the proposed schedule of workshops, meetings 

and social events for this year. Planning is already 

underway for the 2026 boat show; date and details 

to be announced shortly. Check out the great pho-

tos of last yearõs show at 

www.oldboatsbuffalo.org . 

Our restoration facility is full, with fifteen woodies 

currently being worked on in the shop. Our club 

project, the 1962 Duke òLady Cameronó, is in full 

swing. Stop down at the shop any Tuesday after-

noon or Saturday morning to see whatõs happening 

ð and/or lend a hand! We are at 90 Arthur St. in the 

Buffalo Maritime building.  

The Club continues to evolve since its founding in 

the spring of 1978. Only two years to go until we 

celebrate our fiftieth anniversary! Changing de-

mographics (think youth), expanded recognition 

of òClassicó (think twenty five years), and per-

sonal preferences (think fiberglass), have, and 

will continue to influence the membership and 

future of the Club.  Today, the Club remains 

strong with over 120 members and growing.   

The Board of Directors meets at 6:00pm on the 

second Thursday of every month at the Buffalo 

Maritime Center. All are welcome to attend. Please 

feel free to call me, or any of the board members 

listed below, with any ideas or events you might 

like to propose for 2026!  

  Hope to see everyone soon,  

  Rocky Nagel,  NFACB President  

Your 2026 NFACB Board of Directors:  

 

President    Rocky Nagel    (716) 523 -2143  cen70 @aol.com  

1st Vice -President   Sharon Dickinson   (716) 574 -0435  sldned @aol.com  

Secretary -Recording   Steve Rubach    (716) 574 -1528  smrubach@gmail.com  

Secretary -Corresponding  Elaine Rubach    (716) 604 -5765  earubach@gmail.com  

Treasurer    Jennifer Frederick -Kelly  (716) 698 -0943          jennifer@frederickmachine.com  

2026 -2027 Director   Andy Chudy    (716) 481 -3501  chudyandrew@hotmail.com  

2026 -2027 Director   Pat Murphy    (716) 861 -8749  litetrix@gmail.com  

2025 -2026 Director   Tom Rusert    (716) 704 -9644  terusert@yahoo.com  

2025 -2026 Director   Craig Perkins    (716) 866 -3052  67redline41@gmail.com  

Director -at -Large   Mike Schalberg   (716) 693 -2835  mschalbrg@aol.com  

Director -at -Large   Doug Benz    (716) 510 -0244  dbenz@newbuffaloinsurance.com  

Director -at -Large   Pete Lane   (716) 465 -1730  oilfence@aol.com  

Director -at -Large   Michele Potter    (585) 703 -4887  mkenpot@gmail.com  

 

The Board meets on the second Thursday of each month (except for December) at 6:00 p.m. in the  

Buffalo Maritime Center library, 90 Arthur Street, Buffalo.   

All members are invited to attend and we welcome your input and involvement in our events.  
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Old Boats Buffalo Fall Workshop - 11/09/2024  
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Our Fall 2024 Workshop started with a presentation by Anne 

McCooey with the Blackrock/Riverside Alliance. Her talk fo-

cused on the history, preservation, and improvements to 

these neighborhoods.  Our chapter presented Anne with a 

check to help with their programs.  

Next up was pulling the 95hp Buchanan engine from the 

Duke.  Our usual crowd of attendees enjoyed a delicious 

lunch of pizza and wings to conclude the workshop.  



 

The Annual Meeting & Holiday Party for the   

Niagara Frontier Chapter of the Antique and  

Classic Boat Society, was held at Elldenõs Grill 

& Banquet on Grand Island. Sharon Dickinson, 

President, called the Annual meeting to order 

at 1:20 p.m. She thanked all for coming and 

presented the slate of board members for 

2025.  

 

The NFACB Committee Award was presented 

to Pete Lane for the contributions he has 

made to the Chapter and the Buffalo Maritime 

Center. The Spirit of Antique Boating Award 

was presented to William Kistner for his ef-

forts to promote and champion the Chapter 

and antique boating, and the continuous new 

boats that he brings to all the shows. Thank 

you, Bill.  
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Annual Meeting & Holiday Party - 12/07/24  

Old Boats Buffalo Spring Workshop - 3/08/2025  

On Saturday, March 8
th

, several members of the Chapter gathered for 

our annual Spring Workshop at our boat workshop/headquarters    

located within the Buffalo Maritime Center. Coffee and donuts greeted 

30 member attendees. At 9:00 a.m., members Tom Gruenauer, Tom 

Rusert and Steve Rubach discussed the ins and outs of tuning up    

vintage inboard engines and outboard motors (respectively), and 

members Rick Vantine and Ron Root discussed the progress on our 

Chapterõs restoration of Lady Cameron II, the 1962, twenty foot Duke 

Playmate which was donated to the Chapter late last summer. After 

the presentations, attendees checked out member boats being        

restored in the workshop. The 

morning ended with pizza, wings 

and Elaine Rubachõs homemade 

cookies.   

(clockwise from left)  

Steve Rubach; Tom Rusert; 

workshop attendees; Tom 

Gruenauer 

Pam and Craig Perkinsôs Chris Craft at the NFACB Boat Shop. 
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Summer Picnic - 7/16/25  

On one of the hottest days of the summer, 

Chapter members gathered at the Buffalo 

Launch Clubõs pavilion for the annual  

summer picnic. As always, the Chapter 

provided hot dogs, Bubba Burgers and 

drinks, and members contributed side 

dishes and desserts.  

Bob and Karen DeGlopper from the  

Buffalo Launch Club flipped the burgers 

and rolled the hot dogs. Following  

dinner, Boat Show Chair Sharon  

Dickinson, unveiled the boat show  

poster.   

Tuesday Night Summer Boat Rides  

(Reflections by Michele Potter)  

Tuesdays at the Niagara Frontier Antique & Classic Boats 

boat shop in the Buffalo Maritime Center is often a day that 

members work on their boats and later enjoy the weekly 

weenie roast. As the boating season begins, the boat resto-

ration slows down and the focus is to enjoy the waterfront 

and the lovely, but too short, Buffalo summer.   

This year I was lucky enough to join in on a number of 

Tuesday night boat rides which launch from Rich Marine around 5:30 p.m. The crew of participants 

varies each week as does the members who take on passengers and venture to one of the areas    

waterfront restaurants. Venues which I enjoyed on the Tuesday night cruise include Swiston's Beef & 

Keg, Dock Side, The Shores and  Liberty Hound. One week Ed Bobowicz traveled to Swiston's via car 

and met us for dinner and another Tuesday Elaine Rubach drove to The Shores to meet up with the 

gang.  

Fun was had by 

all.   Maybe we'll see 

YOU for a Summer 

of 2026 Tuesday  

adventure?  

(l) Andy Chudy & Elaine 

Rubach; (r) Pam & Craig 

Perkins 


