
GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE  
  
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 
  
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 
Let us confront our sins,  
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
  
Silence is kept for reflection. 
  
God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 
and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. 
Amen. 
  
People of God, 
a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, 
a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on ☩ Christ, 
and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
Amen. 
  
 



*GATHERING HYMN 

 
 
 
*GREETING        

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ,...be with you all. 
And also with you. 



*KYRIE   
 

 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray: 
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, 
and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, 
transformed by grace, 
we may walk in your way; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song. 

  
FIRST READING 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory 
of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the 
glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm 
the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here 
is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come 
and save you.’ Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing 



for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the 
burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt 
of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway 
shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, 
but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion 
shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found 
there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall 
obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  

Hear the One who is coming.  Come, Word of God. 
  
  

PSALM  



 
 

 
   

SECOND READING  
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 
precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the 
late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the 
Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be 
judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and 
patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

Hear the One who is coming.  Come, Word of God. 



  
The assembly stands to greet the gospel. 
  
*CANDLELIGHTING 
The assembly sings verse 1 on the hymn. 

 The first candle is lighted. The assembly sings verse 2 of the hymn. 
When deep bklue darkness 
has unfolded its mysteries, 
we can measure 
our environment, 
understand it, 
move through it with confidence. 
 
When we next return to deep darkness, 
we will know more 
and fear less. 
 
This candle which we light 
represents our growing familiarity 
with God’s purposes, 
where the stories we have heard 
and the traditions we have inherited 
resolve into new meaning 
for a new day. 



 
In time we will stride 
confidently forward 
into each new day, 
unwavering in devotion, 
unswerving in direction. 
But not yet, 
not fully. 
 
*GOSPEL                                                                   

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by 
his disciples and said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who 
takes no offence at me.’ As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about 
John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the 
wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those 
who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is 
written, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way 
before you.” Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater 
than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
 
SERMON  
After a brief silence for reflection, the assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song. 
  
*HYMN OF THE DAY 



 
 
 
 
 
 



*NICENE CREED                                                                     
Siblings in Christ, as we look to the coming of the Savior,  
let us confess the faith of the Church: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory  
   to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We love the resurrection of the dead, + 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



*PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

Let us lift our prayers with all the faithful, joining the 
pleading of creation itself: 
 
With your Church, that your Spirit may continue to 
enliven all the faithful, that we look with expectation to 
your coming among us everyday, and that your heart be in 
all those who serve your people, we pray: Come, Lord 
Jesus. 
 
With creation, as days grow shorter and colder, as bare 
branches and cold wind surround us, that we remember 
your life—as creation’s life—is never finished, we pray: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
With the nations of the world, that wars may cease in all 
places, that governments and leaders be formed to serve 
all people with equity and justice, and that all people live 
in trust and harmony, we pray: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
With those who are sick and suffering, that your wings of 
healing be spread over them, that your wisdom, patience, 
and perseverance be with all those who care for another’s 
needs, and that you visit those whose names and needs we 
lift up now: ______, we pray: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 



With those who cannot look with hope to your coming or 
with joy to this season, that love and comfort be with 
them, that beloved community surround those who 
mourn, that loving family surround those who are 
estranged or outcast from their places of belonging, we 
pray: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
With whom else do we pray? 
With all those we hold dear, and those known only to you, 
we pray: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
With all your faithful in every time and place who now 
worship the Prince of Peace, that the promises of baptism 
uphold us now until we gather with them, we pray: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Come, Lord Jesus, and quickly! Hear our prayers and all 
our needs and speak your peace to our expectant hearts. 
Amen. 

  
*THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
We greet one another with a sign of peace. Please be mindful of touch. 

 
 
 
 
 



 MEAL 
God feeds us with Jesus Christ. 

  
OFFERING 
 
*OFFERTORY HYMN  

 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Let us pray: 
Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom 
and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
and make us messengers of your mercy and love 
for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. 
Amen.  



*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
*SURSUM CORDA                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       



*PREFACE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*SANCTUS  

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER                     
We praise you, living and loving God, 
that you have sent your Son to this world. 
Christ is your Wisdom, sweetly ordering all creation, 
our Lawgiver, burning with justice, 
the Branch from Jesse’s tree, sprouting flowers from old roots, 
the Key of David, opening our prison doors. 
And let the people cry, O come and save us. 
 

We praise you, serving and saving God, 
that you send your Son also to this table, 

who on the night before he died took bread, and gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
And let the people cry, O come and save us. 
 
We beg you, mighty and merciful God: 
send us the Spirit of your Son. 
Dwell in this food and in all who share it, 
that the earth may rejoice in your presence. 
In Christ, the Dawning Day, enlighten a darkened world, 
reign as Sovereign to unite all peoples, 
and live among us, Emmanuel, 
our deepest desire now and forever. 
And let the people cry, O come and save us. 
 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus, with your Father and your Spirit, to the church, 
and receive our praises, now and forever.  
Amen. 
   



*LORD’S PRAYER  

 
 
*INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
  
COMMUNION 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION   

 
 
  



 
 
 



 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray: 
Faithful God, 
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
As we wait for the day  
 when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future, 
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.                         
 



 
       SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 *BLESSING 
  
*SENDING HYMN 

 
*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God. 


