
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

The Second Sunday of Easter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

  
PRELUDE    
At the sound of the bell, the assembly stands. 

  

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 
In the waters of baptism, 
we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 
and we are a new creation. 
 
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, 
who was, who is, and who is to come. 
 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 
We thank you, God, for your river of life, 
flowing freely from your throne: 
through the earth, 
through the city, 
through every living thing. 
 
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; 
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. 
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, 
and our sin is drowned forever. 
You open the gate of righteousness 
and we pass safely through. 
 
In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. 
You nourish us and enclose us in safety. 
You call us forth and send us out. 
In lush and barren places, you are with us. 
You have become our salvation. 
 



Now breathe upon this water 
and awaken your church once more. 
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. 
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 
To you, our Beginning and our End, 
our Shepherd and Lamb, 
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



*GATHERING HYMN  Christ the Lord Is Ris’n Today! Alleluia!                              #369 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



*GREETING                                          
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 
The grace of the risen Christ, the love of the ever-living God,  
and the communion of the life-breathing Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE                  ELW p. 140  

  

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God of life,  
you reach out to us amid our fears  
with the wounded hands of your risen Son.  
By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy,  
and strengthen us to be the body of your Son,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song. 

  

FIRST READING                                          Acts 5:27-32 
When they had brought them,  
they had them stand before the council.  
The high priest questioned them, saying,  
‘We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,  
yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching  
and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.’  
But Peter and the apostles answered,  
‘We must obey God rather than any human authority.  
The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus,  
whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree.  
God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Saviour,  
so that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.  
And we are witnesses to these things,  
and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.’ 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 



  
PSALM                                        150 
The choir introduces the refrain, the congregation repeats. The assembly joins on all following 
refrains and verses in bold. 

 
1Hallelujah! Praise God in the | holy temple; 
praise God in the | mighty firmament. 
 2Praise God for | mighty acts; 
   praise God for ex- | ceeding greatness. R 
  3Praise God with | trumpet sound; 
   praise God with | lyre and harp. 
  4Praise God with tambou- | rine and dance; 
   praise God with | strings and pipe. 
  5Praise God with re- | sounding cymbals; 
   praise God with loud | clanging cymbals. 
  6Let everything | that has breath 
   praise the LORD. | Hallelujah! R  
  

SECOND READING                                   Revelation 1:4-8 
John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 
Grace to you and peace  
from him who is and who was and who is to come,  
and from the seven spirits who are before his throne,  
and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness,  
the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood,  
and made us to be a kingdom,  
priests serving his God and Father,  
to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
   every eye will see him, 
even those who pierced him; 



   and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the Lord God,  
who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
  

The assembly stands to greet the gospel. 

  

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          ELW p. 142 

 
 

*GOSPEL                                                                                                                                                        John 20:19-31 
The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week,  
and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked  
for fear of the Judeans,  
Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’  
After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side.  
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  
Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you.  
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’  
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,  
‘Receive the Holy Spirit.  
If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them;  
if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 
But Thomas (who was called the Twin),  
one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.  
So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’  
But he said to them,  
‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands,  



and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 
A week later his disciples were again in the house,  
and Thomas was with them.  
Although the doors were shut,  
Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’  
Then he said to Thomas,  
‘Put your finger here and see my hands.  
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’  
Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’  
Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me?  
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples,  
which are not written in this book.  
But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah,  
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

HOMILY                                                           Pastor Jay 

  
After a brief silence for reflection, the assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*HYMN OF THE DAY  The Risen Christ                                     #390 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  



*NICENE CREED           ELW p. 104 
Siblings in Christ, let us confess the faith of the Church: 
We believe in on God, the Father, the Almighty 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, + 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  
 



*PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the 
God of resurrection for the church, people in need, and all 
of creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Holy One who acts righteously, equip your church as 
witnesses of your goodness to go and tell others of your 
abundant love, that they may believe that Jesus is our 
salvation and life. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Renew your people’s commitment to use resources 
responsibly and to live well with your creation. Invite us 
to recognize and nurture signs of resurrection life in the 
natural world. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Direct those who are given human authority to lead with 
humility and compassion. By your Holy Spirit channel 
their attention toward serving those who are most in need. 
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Uphold your children who cry out to you like those whose 
names and needs we lift up now:____________. 
Wherever people are overcome by the fear of death, 
breathe into them your life and peace. God, in your 



mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Inspire those who lead your people in worship and praise 
especially Charlotte, Katherine, Larry, and Ralph. With 
joyful motion and sound, send us forth with praise that we 
cannot keep to ourselves. God, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
Give us the words of your saints who, like Thomas, boldly 
confessed your Son as Lord and God. With Jesus our 
leader, empower us to live according to his ways. God, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and 
renew us by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. Amen. 
  
*THE PEACE 

The peace of the Risen Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

We greet one another with a greeting of peace. Please be mindful of touch. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



MEAL 
God feeds us with Jesus Christ. 

  

OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church.  Our offering at Christ Ascension goes to 
support our ministries as well as those of the Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod and the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. If you would like to give electronically, you may do so 
by using the DONATE tab on our website: christascension.org. 
  

  

*OFFERTORY HYMN  Now the Green Blade Rises                 #379 vv. 1&4 

 
 



*OFFERTORY PRAYER    

Living God, 
you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together 
in your peaceable reign, 
and you welcome us all at your table. 
Reach out to us through this meal, 
and show us your wounded and risen body, 
that we may be nourished and believe 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
  

 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

*DIALOG                         

 
  
  

  

  

  
  



 *PREFACE 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



*SANCTUS   Holy, Holy, Holy                        ELW p. 144 

 
  

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER         
O God triune, how majestic 
is your name in all the earth. 
Over the eons your merciful might 
evolved our home, a fragile tree of life. 
Here by your wisdom 
are both life and death, 
growth and decay, 
the nest and the hunt, 
sunshine and storm, 
darkness and light. 
Sustained by these wonders, 
we creatures of dust join in the ancient song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
  
O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. 
In Christ you bring life from death; 
we remember his cross, 
we laud his resurrection. 
Broken like bread, he enlivens our body. 



Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with goodness. 
Receiving this mystery, 
we mortals sing our song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
  
We praise you for the heart of Jesus, 
so filled with your love for this earth. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Gathered around this table, 
we your children unite in this song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
  
O God triune, you create the worlds, 
you uphold the living, 
you embrace the dead. 
Send forth your Spirit 
and renew the face of the earth. 
Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, 
the body and blood of Christ. 
Give us a future that trusts in you 
and cares for your earth. 
Empowered by your promises, 
we rise from our deaths 



to praise you without end. 
Amen. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER  Our Father in Heaven...      ELW p. 145 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 

  

*INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

  
  
  
  



COMMUNION 
This is Christ’s Table and Christ himself is present when we share this Meal.  All Christians are 
welcome to receive the bread and wine, Christ’s Body and Blood given and shed for the sake of 
the world.  Communion is by pouring chalice. You may come forward, at the direction of the 
ushers. Take a small cup from the front of the aisle, and proceed to the altar rail.  Receive the 
bread in your open palm.  Then, please hold your cup steadily for the assisting minister to pour 
into. You may then drink. When you return to your seat, please dispose of the cup in the 
provided bowl. For those who so desire, gluten-free bread is available.  Please indicate such desire 
to the presiding minister.  For those who would like to participate, but not to receive the Bread 
and Wine, please come forward for a blessing.  Please indicate this desire by crossing your arms in 
front of you. If you are unable to come forward to the altar rail and would like Communion 
brought to you in your seat, please let the usher know. 
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION                     
Christ Has Risen While Earth Slumbers                    ACS #938 

 



We Walk by Faith                                     #635 

 
 

 

 
TABLE BLESSING 

THE BODY AND BLOOD OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
STRENGTHEN YOU, KEEP YOU IN ALL GOODNESS AND HEALTH, 

AND BRING YOU TO EVERLASTING LIFE. 
AMEN. 

 

 

 
  



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

We give you thanks, generous God, 
for in this bread and cup 
we have tasted the new heaven and earth 
where hunger and thirst are no more. 
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, 
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE             ACS #933 

 

 
                           



SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

    
*BLESSING 
God, the Author of life, 
Christ, the living Cornerstone, 
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
  

*SENDING HYMN  That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright            #384 

 



*DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Tell what God has done! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

  

POSTLUDE 
  

 
 
 
 


