GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE Prelude & Fugue No. 7 WTC Book II J.S. Bach

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,

the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit
moved over the waters and by your Word you created the
world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and
his family. Through the sea you led your people Israel from
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized
by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and
your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus
Christ. Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

The service continues with gathering song. As a reminder of the gift of baptism, the assembly may be
sprinkled with water during the singing.



*GATHERING SONG VERSES 1-4 ELW #511

Thy Strong Word
0 [, r__lj-—ll If__.{—ﬂ | ——3—
Yy D L Il 1 [ | | 1 | | | | Il
: e e e e e —r
A7 4 z o B A— - B A —— i — .
1 Thy strong word did cleave the dark - ness;  at thy
2 Lo, on those who dwelt in dark - ness, dark as
3 Thy strong Word be - speaks us righ - teous; bright with
4  From the cross thy wis - dom shin - ing  break - eth
n | | | e rf_"-;——-] r—_—?-j
e —
\37 | — I & o) z _d_‘_tﬁ
J —F | |
speak - ing it was done. For cre - at - ed light we
night and deep as death, broke the light of thy sal -
thine own ho - li - ness, glo - rious now, we  press toward
forth in con - qu’ring might; from the cross for - ev - er
Q b K i | K7
& e e s e e L
J L, ! et { o
thank thee, while  thine or - dered sea - sons run.
va - tion, breathed thine own life - breath-ing breath.
glo - vy, and our lives our hopes con - fess.
beam - eth all thy bright re - deem - ing light.
0, N - ,
I P | | I f P I I
\\a | I — mw ! |
J ' L E— | — | |
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Praiseto thee who light dost send!
n [ I—_dj_‘! r”?——l I’/‘;--/I ! L
Y D I;,\ ! P I i I I | | IL\ i P = — | / I\/ }
. ‘é_‘_d—r_d o 1 = } — | * o

Al-le - lu-1a! Al-le - lu - 1a! Al-le - lu - 1ia with - out end!

5 Give us lips to sing thy glory, 6 God the Father, light-creator,
tongues thy mercy to proclaim, to thee laud and honor be.
throats that shout the hope that fills us, To thee, Light of Light begotten,
mouths to speak thy holy name. praise be sung eternally.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Holy Spirit, light-revealer,

May the light which thou dost send glory, glory be to thee.
fill our songs with alleluias, Mortals, angels, now and ever
alleluias without end! praise the holy Trinity!



Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976
Music: EBENEZER, Thomas J. Williams, 1869-1944
Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Lord God, your loving kindness always goes before
us and follows after us. Summon us into your light,
and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that
come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen

The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Isaiah 9:1-4
A reading from Isaiah:

There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time
the Lord brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,
but in the latter time the Lord will make glorious the way of the sea, the land
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who walked in
darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness— on them light has shined. You have multiplied exultation; you
have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as
people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden and the bar
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the
day of Midian.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 27:1, 4-9

The choir introduces the refrain; ALL sing the refrain; the congregation sings the verses in BOLD print.
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1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then ' shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I ' be afraid?
+One thing I ask of the LORD; one ' thing I seek;
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze
upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek God ! in the temple.
sFor in the day of trouble God will | give me shelter,
hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up- 1 on a
rock.
sEven now my head is lifted up above my enemies ' who surround me.
Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I
7Hear my voice, O LORD, ' when I call;
have mercy on me and ' answer me.
s My heart speaks your message— ' "'Seek my face.”
Your face, O LORD, ' I will seek.
sHide not your face from me, turn not away from your ser- ' vant in anger.
Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of I my
salvation. R

SECOND READING
A reading from Corinthians:

1 Corinthians 1:10-18

Now I appeal to you, dear family, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you but
that you be knit together in the same mind and the same purpose. For it has
been made clear to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you,
my dear family. What I mean is that each of you says, "I belong to Paul,” or
"I belong to Apollos,” or I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Has
Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the
name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and
Gaius, so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. I did
baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know



whether I baptized anyone else. For Christ did not send me to baptize but to
proclaim the gospel— and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of
Christ might not be emptied of its power. For the message about the cross is
foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is
the power of God.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION A/l sing the alleluias. Proper verse sung by the choir.
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" Jesus preached the good news ! of the kingdom* and cured every sickness a- | mong the
people. “

*GOSPEL Matthew 4:12-23

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

Now when Jesus heard that John had been
arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth
and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the
territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had
been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be
fulfilled: “"Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the
road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the
gentiles— the people who sat in darkness have
seen a great light, and for those who sat in the
region and shadow of death light has dawned.”



From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “"Repent,
for the dominion of heaven has come near.” As
Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two
brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew
his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they
were fishers. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me,
and I will make you fishers of people.”
Immediately they left their nets and followed
Jesus. Going on from there, Jesus saw two other
brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother
John, in the boat with their father Zebedee,
mending their nets, and he called them.
Immediately they left the boat and their father and
followed him. Jesus went throughout all Galilee,
teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the
good news of the dominion of heaven and curing
every disease and every sickness among the
people.

The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

The assembly is seated.

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.



*HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #582

Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling
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Text: Timothy Rees, 1874-1939, alt.
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710

*APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
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On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us
pray for the church, the whole human community,
and the well-being of the earth, our home.

A brief silence.

Holy One, you entrust the message of the cross and
the mission of the gospel to the church in every
land. Guide the newly baptized and deepen the
faith of all who follow Christ.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Holy Creator, you lavish creation with splendor,
and we praise you for the gift of life. Teach us to
live as wise stewards, sharing the earth’s resources
with all inhabitants of this garden planet.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
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Holy Judge, your power is love, and you judge the
nations by the measure of Christ. Free any who are
unjustly accused or wrongly condemned. We pray
for those in authority (/local and national officials
may be named).

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Holy Lover, you care for vulnerable young children,
frail elders, and any who are sick (especially).

We pray for all who are affected by natural
disasters (individuals or situations may be named).

Provide for their needs and relieve their suffering.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Holy Giver, you gather, forgive, and shape us as
disciples of Christ. Nurture in us a spirit of patience
and respect, that we may love one another as you
love us.

Hear us O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered. For What Else Shall We Pray?

Holy Savior, you free us from the power of death.
Lead and guide us until we come at last into the
communion of all your saints in light.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
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Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers
and answers us, we commend all for whom we pray
to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in
Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

*PEACE

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church. Our offering at Christ Ascension goes to

support our ministries in this congregation, in the Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod and in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. If you want to give electronically, you may do so using
the DONATE tab on our website: christascension.org, or by scanning the QR Code. For those
physically present in worship, an offering plate is near the entrance on the information table.

*OFFERTORY verses 3,4 & 5 ELW #303
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Brightest and Best of the Stars
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Star of the cast, the ho - n - zon a - dorn - ing,
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guide where our m - fant re - deem - er s laid.
mak - er and mon - arch and sav. - ior of all.
myrrth from the for - est or gold from the  mine?
dear - er to God are  the prayers of the poor.
guide where our m - fant re - deem - er is laid.

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.

Music: MORNING STAR, James P. Harding, 1850-1911, adapt.
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*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

A brief'silence is held.

God of majesty,

no eye has seen, no ear has heard

what you have prepared for those who love you,

vet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.
Use what we have gathered

to feed us with the reign of God come near,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
*GREAT THANKSGIVING

*DIALOGUE
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
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in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION

This is Christ’s Table and Christ himself is present when we share this Meal. All are welcome to receive the bread
and wine, Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for the sake of the world. Wine, with a grape juice alternative, is
offered by pouring chalice. Take a small cup from the tray. Receive the bread in your open palm. Hold your cup
steadily for the assisting minister to pour into. You may stand there to drink. When you return to your seat, please
dispose of the cup in the bowl provided. For those who desire it, gluten-free bread is available; indicate your desire
to the presiding minister. For those who would like to participate, but not to receive bread or wine, please come
forward for a blessing. Indicate this desire by crossing your arms in front of you. If you are unable to come forward
and would like Communion brought to you at your seat, let the usher know.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.
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COMMUNION SONGS ELW #815
I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration
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Listen, God Is Calling

ELW #513

Neno lake Mungu
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that he came to save us and set us free.
In the tri-une name of God go and bap - tize.
walk-ing in your pre - cepts, led by  your  Word.

Text: Tanzanian traditional; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922
Music: NENO LAKE MUNGU, Tanzanian tune

Text © 1968 Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress

TABLE BLESSING
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POST COMMUNION SONG ELW #201

Now, Lord
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Music: Plainsong, adapt. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Radiant God,

we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In the sacrament of his body and blood

you have drawn us to your heart.

Send us from this table with delight,

that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*BLESSING

May the triune God,

who has put a new song in your mouth
and tuned your heart for praise

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.

*SENDING SONG VERSES 5, 6 ELW #511
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Thy Strong Word
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speak - ing it was done. For cre - at - ed light we
night and deep as death, broke the light of thy sal -
thine own ho - li - ness, glo - rious now, we  press toward
forth in con - qu’ring might; from the cross for - ev - er
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thank thee, while thine or - dered sea - sons  run.
va - tion, breathed thine own life - breath-ing breath.
glo - ry, and our lives  our hopes con - fess.
beam - eth all thy bright re - deem - ing light.
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Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - Iu-ia! Praiseto thee who light dost send!
n [ r__’j_‘! r_fﬂ il I”3>/I ! L
Y D I;’; ! P I i I = | | IL\ i P 2 — | Vsl I\/ }
#‘q:lljié_d* | S A7 i s i F*o o
) I ! [ ' r I
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - Iu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia  with-out end!

5 Give us lips to sing thy glory,
tongues thy mercy to proclaim,
throats that shout the hope that fills us,
mouths to speak thy holy name.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
May the light which thou dost send
fill our songs with alleluias,
alleluias without end!

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976
Music: EBENEZER, Thomas J. Williams, 1869-1944
Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House

6 God the Father, light-creator,
to thee laud and honor be.
To thee, Light of Light begotten,
praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
glory, glory be to thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever
praise the holy Trinity!
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*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

¢ Annual Congregation Meeting is today immediately following worship.

e Pastor Corpus’ office hours are by appointment only: Tues/Thurs/Sat 9-11am;
Tuesday evening 6:30-8:30pm. Email: jmcorpus@verizon.net

LEADING IN WORSHIP THIS MORNING

PREACHING & PRESIDING THE REV. DR. GUY ERWIN
ASSISTING MINISTER DoN BARB
MUSICIAN LARRY SMITH
LECTOR SARA CALDERON
USHER GORDON GERHART
ALTAR GUILD ELIZABETH BECK
HOSPITALITY SouP LUNCH; ANNUAL MEETING

Liturgical Texts: All liturgical texts used from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and/
or All Creation Sings administered Augsburg Fortress and under Sundays and Seasons

License #SAS000839.

Liturgical Setting: Liturgical Setting: Holy Communion, Setting One © 2026: Mark
Mummert, b. 1965, Kyrie, “"Glory to God,” “This is the feast,” Lenten Acclamation; Thomas
Pavlechko, b. 1962, Gospel Acclamation (Alleluia), “Holy, holy, holy”; Robert Buckley Farlee,
b. 1950, “"Lamb of God,"” “"Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace.” All service music
settings © pr administered by Augsburg Fortress.

Biblical Texts: Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress. Psalm tone
reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Hymns: Hymns used through One License #A-725060.
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ELW #511

ELW 582

ELW #303

ELW #815

ELW #513

ELW #201

ELW #511

Thy Strong Word

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976

Music: Thomas J. Williams, 1869-1944; arr. Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and arr. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House

Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling

Text: Timothy Rees, 1874-1939, alt.

Music: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710,
arr. Julius Réntgen, 1855-1932

Brightest and Best of the Stars
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.
Music: James P. Harding, 1850-1911, adapt.

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Music: Kathleen Thomerson

Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration

Listen, God Is Calling

Text: Tanzanian traditional; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922
Music: Tanzanian tune; arr. Austin C. Lovelace, b. 1919
Text © Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania,
admin. Augsburg Fortress

Now, Lord
Music: Plainsong, adapt. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Thy Strong Word

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976

Music: Thomas J. Williams, 1869-1944; arr. Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and arr. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House
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