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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE 
 
  

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your 
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give 
us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
  

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, We confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us.  
  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name.  Amen. 
  

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to 
die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. By 
Christ’s authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and 

of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
The assembly stands.  The service continues with gathering song. 
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  *GATHERING SONG        ELW #611 

 

*GREETING 
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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 *KYRIE (LENT II-V) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you 

quench our thirst and wash away our sin. Give us 

this water always. Bring us to drink from the well 

that flows with the beauty of your truth through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen 
The assembly is seated. 

  

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
  

 

First Reading          Exodus 17:1-7  

A Reading from Exodus 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by 

stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water 

for the people to drink. The people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water 

to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the 

Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against 

Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and 

livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do for this 

people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead 

of the people and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the 

staff with which you struck the Nile and go. I will be standing there in front of you 

on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the 

people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the 
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place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, 

saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 

   

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 95 
The choir introduces the refrain; ALL sing the refrain; the congregation sings the verses in BOLD print.   

 

 Refrain  

  

  

  

 Tone   
  

 

    1 Come, let us sing | to the LORD; 

  let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation. 

 2 Let us come before God’s presence | with thanksgiving 

  and raise a loud shout to the | LORD with psalms. 

 3 For you, LORD, | are a great God, and a great ruler a- | bove all gods. 

 4 In your hand are the caverns | of the earth; 

  the heights of the hills are | also yours. 

 5 The sea is yours, | for you made it, 

  and your hands have molded | the dry land. 

 6 Come, let us worship | and bow down, 

  let us kneel before the | LORD our maker. R 

 7 For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the 

sheep | of God’s hand. 

  Oh, that today you would | hear God’s voice! 

 8 “Harden | not your hearts, 

  as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah | in the desert. 

 9 There your ancestors | tested me, 

  they put me to the test, though they had | seen my works. 

 10 Forty years I loathed that gener- | ation, saying, 

  ‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not | know my 

ways.’ 

 11 Indeed I swore | in my anger, 

  ‘They shall never come | to my rest.’ ” R   
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SECOND READING     Romans 5:1-11 

A reading from Romans:  

  

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which 

we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not 

only that, but we also boast in our afflictions, knowing that affliction 

produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character 

produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has 

been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to 

us. For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 

ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person— though 

perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. But it is 

proof of God’s own love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died 

for us. Much more surely, therefore, since we have now been justified by the 

blood of Christ, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. For if 

while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of the 

Son of God, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by 

the life of the Son of God. But more than that, we even boast in God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.    

  

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

  
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION All sing the alleluias. Proper verse sung by the choir. 

  

  
 

 

 

 

“Lord, you are truly the Savior | of the world;* give me this living water that I may 

never | thirst again. “ 
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 *GOSPEL        John 4:5-42  

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near 

the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son 

Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out 

by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was 

about noon. A Samaritan woman came to draw 

water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 

(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The 

Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, 

a man of Judea, ask a drink of me, a woman of 

Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common 

with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you 

knew the gift of God and who it is that is saying to 

you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, 

and he would have given you living water.” The 

woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and 

the well is deep. Where do you get that living 

water? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, 

who gave us the well and with his children and his 

flocks drank from it?” Jesus said to her, “Everyone 

who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but 

those who drink of the water that I will give them 

will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will 

become in them a spring of water gushing up to 

eternal life.” The woman said to Jesus, “Sir, give 

me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or 

have to keep coming here to draw water.” Jesus 
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said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come 

back.” The woman answered him, “I have no 

husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in 

saying, ‘I have no husband,’ for you have had five 

husbands, and the one you have now is not your 

husband. What you have said is true!” The woman 

said to Jesus, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 

Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you 

say that the place where people must worship is in 

Jerusalem.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, 

the hour is coming when you will worship the 

Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 

You worship what you do not know; we worship 

what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But 

the hour is coming and is now here when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and 

truth, for such worshipers the Father seeks. God is 

spirit, and those who worship God must worship in 

spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know 

that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). 

“When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 

Jesus said to her, “Here I am, the one who is 

speaking to you.” Just then his disciples came. 

They were astonished that he was speaking with a 

woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, 

“Why are you speaking with her?” Then the woman 

left her water jar and went back to the city. She 

said to the people, “Come and see someone who 
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told me everything I have ever done! Can this be 

the Messiah?” They left the city and were on their 

way to him. Meanwhile the disciples were urging 

Jesus, “Rabbi, eat something.” But he said to them, 

“I have food to eat that you do not know about.” So 

the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one 

has brought him something to eat?” Jesus said to 

them, “My food is to do the will and accomplish the 

work of the one who sent me. Do you not say, ‘Four 

months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell 

you, look around you, and see how the fields are 

ripe for harvesting. The reaper is already receiving 

wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that 

sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here 

the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another 

reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for which you did not 

labor. Others have labored, and you have entered 

into their labor.” Many Samaritans from that city 

believed in Jesus because of the woman’s 

testimony, “He told me everything I have ever 

done.” So when the Samaritans came to him, they 

asked him to stay with them, and Jesus stayed 

there two days. And many more believed because 

of his word. They said to the woman, “It is no 

longer because of what you said that we believe, 

for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that 

this is truly the Savior of the world.” 
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The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

  
 

 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY      ELW #658  
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*NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

  

 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s 

presence, let us pray for the world and its needs. 

A brief silence. 
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O God, when suffering arises, preserve your 

church. Give to pastors, deacons, bishops, and all 

servants of your gospel the endurance that 

produces character and the hope that will never 

disappoint.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

When the waters run dry, sustain this earth. Send 

water to places languishing with drought 

(especially),  

and bring relief to places damaged by floods 

(especially).  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

When quarrels ensue, soften our hearts. Quell 

hostilities between nations and peoples, and 

reconcile all humans across the lines of race, class, 

nationality, moral conviction, religion, and all else 

that divides or oppresses.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

When your people thirst, satisfy their needs. Send 

water and food to all who need nourishment. Grant 

welcome to all who are excluded. Show your mercy 

to any in need (especially).  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

When we gather to worship, send us your Spirit. 

Renew our hearts through the joyful noise we make 
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and bless the work of our church musicians and 

musical ensembles (especially).  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. For What Else Shall We Pray? 

 

O God, when death draws near, we rejoice in the 

promise of life with you. We remember all who 

have entered eternal rest, and we pray that you 

bring us the hope of sharing in your glory.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, 

our strength and salvation. 

Amen. 
  
*PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

  

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

  
OFFERING     
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church.  Our offering at Christ Ascension goes to 

support our ministries in this congregation, in the Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod and in the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. If you want to give electronically, you may do so using 

the DONATE tab on our website: christascension.org, or by scanning the QR Code. For those 

physically present in worship, an offering plate is near the entrance on the information table.  
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*OFFERTORY        ELW #600 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
 

A brief silence is held. 
 

O God, maker of heaven and earth, 

your steadfast love embraces all creation. 

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth 

and bring forth its bounty. 

Through these gifts of bread and wine, 

draw us into the death and life of your Son, 

who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
   

*DIALOGUE 
. 
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*PREFACE 
  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
  
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
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Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
COMMUNION 

 This is Christ’s Table and Christ himself is present when we share this Meal. All are welcome to receive the bread 

and wine, Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for the sake of the world. Wine, with a grape juice alternative, is 

offered by pouring chalice. Take a small cup from the tray. Receive the bread in your open palm. Hold your cup 

steadily for the assisting minister to pour into. You may stand there to drink. When you return to your seat, please 

dispose of the cup in the bowl provided. For those who desire it, gluten-free bread is available; indicate your desire 
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to the presiding minister. For those who would like to participate, but not to receive bread or wine, please come 

forward for a blessing. Indicate this desire by crossing your arms in front of you. If you are unable to come forward 

and would like Communion brought to you at your seat, let the usher know. 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the table. 
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 

 
 
COMMUNION SONGS        ELW #777 
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   ELW #784 
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TABLE BLESSING 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

God of our salvation, 

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our 

souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for 

the journey. Through the body and blood of your 

Son, ay we become Christ’s body in the world, 

bearing witness to your love for all creation, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
  

SENDING 

 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 *BLESSING 

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: 

God, who calls all things into existence, 

Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, 

whose breath sustains creation, ☩ bless you now 

and always. 

Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG        ELW #618 
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*DISMISSAL 
  

Go in peace. Believe the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

• Pastor Corpus’ office hours are by appointment only:  Tues/Thurs/Sat 9-11am; 

Tuesday evening 6:30-8:30pm. Email: jmcorpus@verizon.net.  Phone in case of 

emergencies: 215 869 5094. 

• An Invitation to Attend a Special Council Meeting 

Sunday, March 8 2026 after Worship Service. We will meet and have time to 

socialize and enjoy a provided lunch, and then hear from our Dean, Pastor Julie 

Dewerth. 

  

LEADING IN WORSHIP THIS MORNING 

PRESIDING & PREACHING         THE REV. DR. NELSON RIVERA  

ASSISTING MINISTER                                               TOM BECK 

MUSICIAN                           KATHERINE REIER 

LECTOR                                   LEO BONANSCO 

USHER                                GORDON GERHART 

ALTAR GUILD                         ELIZABETH BECK  

HOSPITALITY                         EIZABETH AND TOM BECK 

  

                   
 

 Liturgical Texts: All liturgical texts used from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and/ 

or All Creation Sings administered Augsburg Fortress and under Sundays and Seasons 

License #SAS000839.  

Liturgical Setting: Holy Communion, Setting Five © 1958, 1978, 2006: Plainsong, arr. Regina 
Fryxell, 1899-1993, and Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923; “All glory be to God on high,” Nikolaus Decius, c. 
1485-c.1550. All service music settings © pr administered by Augsburg Fortress. 

 

Biblical Texts: Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
  
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress. Psalm tone 

reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 

Hymns: Hymns used through One License #A-725060.  
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ELW #611 I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 

  Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-1889 

  Music: English Folk Tune 

 

ELW #658 O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts 

  Text:attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091-113; tr. Ray Palmer, 1808-1887, alt. 

Music: W. Gardiner, Sacred Melodies, 1815 

    

 

ELW #600 Out of the Depths I Cry to You 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. composite 

Music: attr. Martin Luther 

 

ELW #777 Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty 

Text: Delores Dufner, osb, b. 1939 

Music: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hymns, 1985 

  

ELW #784 Grant Peace, We Pray, In Mercy, Lord 

Text: Medieval antiphon, adapt. Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Laudamus, 

1952 

Music: Plainsong Mode I; Gesangbuch, Nürnberg, 1676 

 

ELW #618 Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer 

Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 

1722-1796, alt. 

  Music: John Hughes, 1873-1932 


