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  GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE    

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The assembly stands.  All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 

baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

who looks upon us in compassion, 
forgives our sin, 

and heals our lives. 
Amen. 
  

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
  

The assembly kneels or stands.  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Have mercy, O God, 
against you, you alone, 

we have sinned. 
In your compassion, 

cleanse us from our sin 
and take away our guilt. 

Create in us a new heart 
and give us a steadfast spirit. 

Do not cast us away, 
but fill us with your Holy Spirit 

and restore your joy within us. 

Amen. 
  

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 

 

As tender as parent to child,  
so deep is God’s compassion for you. 

As high as heaven is above earth, 
so vast is God’s love for you. 

As far as east is from west, 

so far God removes your sin from  you, 
renewing your life through Jesus Christ. 

Blessed be God who crowns us 
with mercy and love. 

Blessed be God forever. 
The assembly stands. The service continues with the gathering song. 
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*GATHERING SONG         ELW #853 

 

 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Hold a brief silence. 

O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as 

fragile creatures surrounded by great dangers, we 

cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give us strength 

of mind and body, so that even when we suffer 

because of human sin, we may rise victorious 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 

  

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING       Isaiah 58:9b-14 

A Reading from Isaiah: 
 

If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of 

evil, if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then 

your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. The Lord 

will guide you continually and satisfy your needs in parched places and make your 

bones strong, and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water whose 

waters never fail. Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the 

foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the 

restorer of streets to live in. If you refrain from trampling the Sabbath, from 

pursuing your own interests on my holy day; if you call the Sabbath a delight and 

the holy day of the Lord honorable; if you honor it, not going your own ways, 

serving your own interests or pursuing your own affairs; then you shall take delight 

in the Lord, and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth; I will feed you 

with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.  

  

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 103:1-8 
 The assembly sings the psalm in unison.  

 Tone   

  

 

 1 Bless the LORD, | O my soul, 

  and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name. 

 2 Bless the LORD, | O my soul, 

  and forget not | all God’s benefits— 

 3 who forgives | all your sins 

  and heals all | your diseases; 

 4 who redeems your life | from the grave 

  and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy; 
       5 who satisfies your desires | with good things 
  so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle’s. 
 6 O LORD, you provide | vindication 
  and justice for all who | are oppressed. 
 7 You made known your | ways to Moses 
  and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel. 
 8 LORD, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.  
  

  SECOND READING     Hebrews 12:18-29 

 A Reading from Hebrews: 

You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, 

and gloom, and a tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words 

made the hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them. (For they could 

not endure the order that was given, “If even an animal touches the mountain, it 

shall be stoned to death.” Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I 

tremble with fear.”) But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living 

God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to 

the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of 

all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a 

new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood 

of Abel. See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking, for if they did not 

escape when they refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will 

we escape if we reject the one who warns from heaven! At that time the voice of 

God shook the earth, but now has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only 

the earth but also the heaven.” This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal 

of what is shaken—that is, created things— so that what cannot be shaken may 

remain. Therefore, since we are receiving a dominion that cannot be shaken, let us 

show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable worship with 
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reverence and awe, for indeed our God is a consuming fire.  

 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    All sing the alleluias. 

 

 

 

*GOSPEL        Luke 13:10-17 

The holy gospel according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues 

on the Sabbath. And just then there appeared a 

woman with a spirit that had crippled her for 

eighteen years. She was bent over and was quite 

unable to stand up straight. When Jesus saw her, 

he called her over and said, “Woman, you are set 

free from your ailment.” When Jesus laid his hands 

on her, immediately she stood up straight and 

began praising God. But the leader of the 

synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on 

the Sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are 

six days on which work ought to be done; come on 

those days and be cured and not on the Sabbath 

day.” But the Lord answered him and said, “You 

hypocrites! Does not each of you on the Sabbath 

untie your ox or your donkey from the manger and 

lead it to water? And ought not this woman, a 

daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for 
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eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage 

on the Sabbath day?” When Jesus said this, all his 

opponents were put to shame, and the entire crowd 

was rejoicing at all the wonderful things being 

done by Jesus.  
  

After the reading: 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON       

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY         ELW #453 
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APOSTLES CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the 

whole people of God, for God is near. 

A brief silence. 
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You call your church to proclaim liberation and 

freedom to all. Give wisdom to bishops, synod 

councils and staff, and congregation leaders 

(leaders may be named)  

as they pursue a more just and equitable church 

and society.  

Merciful God, 

hear our prayer. 
 

You inspire all creation to sing and bless your holy 

name. Send healing rains to parched places and 

relief to flooded lands. Lead us to enact policies to 

rebuild ruined ecosystems and habitats.  

Merciful God, 

hear our prayer. 
 

You work vindication and justice for all who are 

oppressed. Strengthen the resolve of world leaders 

and local officials in the way of love and mercy, so 

that all persons may experience abundant life.  

Merciful God, 

hear our prayer.  
 

You satisfy your people with good things. In your 

steadfast love, receive the cries of all who are bent 

over under the weight of addiction, isolation, and 

mental or physical illness (especially).  

 

Manifest your healing presence in their midst.  

Merciful God, 

hear our prayer. 
 

You call us to delight in the sabbath. Invigorate 

worship planners and leaders with creativity to aid 
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this assembly in fresh and faithful prayer and 

praise. Enable all who gather here to be nourished 

and renewed.  

Merciful God, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered.  For What Else Shall we Pray? 
 

With (Bartholomew and) all your apostles, 

prophets, and saints, we give thanks and bless your 

holy name. As they now rest from their labors, 

guide us by the witness of their lives to pursue 

your reign, which can never be shaken. 

Merciful God, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Confident in God’s presence and promise, we 

entrust our prayers to the one who always receives 

them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and 

companion. 

Amen. 
 

*PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you. 

We greet one another with a sign of peace. Please be mindful of touch. 

 

MEAL   

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 OFFERING 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church.  Our offering at Christ Ascension goes 

to support our ministries as well as those of the Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod and the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. If you want to give electronically, you may do so 

using the DONATE tab on our website: christascension.org, or by scanning the QR Code. For 

those physically present in worship, an offering plate is near the entrance on the 

information table.  
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*OFFERTORY                  ELW #692 

 

 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 Let us pray. 

A brief silence is held. 

Creator God, 

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good 
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and the harvest is plentiful. 

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the 

earth and our labor, 

that we may work for the good of all; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

*DIALOGUE 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

*PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. 
 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

The presiding minister continues, using one of the following or another appropriate 

form. 

O God triune, how majestic 
is your name in all the earth. 
Over the eons your merciful might 
evolved our home, a fragile tree of life. 
Here by your wisdom 

are both life and death, 
growth and decay, 
the nest and the hunt, 
sunshine and storm, 
darkness and light. 
Sustained by these wonders, 
we creatures of dust join in the ancient song: 
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The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
 
O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. 
In Christ you bring life from death; 
we remember his cross, 
we laud his resurrection. 
Broken like bread, he enlivens our body. 
Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with goodness. 
Receiving this mystery, 

we mortals sing our song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
  

We praise you for the heart of Jesus, 
so filled with your love for this earth. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Gathered around this table, 
we your children unite in this song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 

The earth is full of your glory. 
 

O God triune, you create the worlds, 
you uphold the living, 
you embrace the dead. 
Send forth your Spirit 
and renew the face of the earth. 
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Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, 
the body and blood of Christ. 
Give us a future that trusts in you 
and cares for your earth. 
Empowered by your promises, 
we rise from our deaths 
to praise you again: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
Amen, and amen. 

Amen, and amen. 
  

*LORD’S PRAYER  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial 
 And deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, 
 And the glory are yours, 

 Now and forever. Amen. 
  

 *COMMUNION 

This is Christ’s Table and Christ himself is present when we share this Meal. All Christians 

are welcome to receive the bread and wine, Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for the 

sake of the world. Wine, with a grape juice alternative, is offered by pouring chalice. Take a 

small cup from the tray. Receive the bread in your open palm. Hold your cup steadily for the 

assisting minister to pour into. You may stand there to drink. When you return to your seat, 

please dispose of the cup in the bowl provided. For those who desire it, gluten-free bread is 

available; indicate your desire to the presiding minister. For those who would like to 

participate, but not to receive bread or wine, please come forward for a blessing. Indicate 

this desire by crossing your arms in front of you. If you are unable to come forward and 

would like Communion brought to you in your seat, let the usher know. 
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  *INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

  

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
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SONGS DURING DISTRIBUTION         ELW #556 
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ACS #968 

 

TABLE BLESSING 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Hold a brief silence. 

Mothering God, 

you gathered us to your table 

and we drank deeply of your grace. 

Send us out by your Spirit 

to love our neighbors as ourselves 

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

 
SENDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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 BLESSING 

The love of God abound in you; 

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 

and the life of the Spirit 

☩ bless you and give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN            ELW #858 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  God is at work in you. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Pastor Janet Peterman is back at work on a limited schedule. While she cannot drive, she 

is often available for text or conversation. Leave a message about when you are available. 

 

LEADING IN WORSHIP THIS MORNING 

PREACHING  & PRESIDING                PASTOR BRUCE DAVIDSON 

 

ASSISTING MINISTER                                        DON BARB  

 

MUSICIAN                  RALPH WELLINGTON 

  

LECTOR                                          LARRY SMITH 

  

USHER                MICHAEL GALGANSKI 

  

ALTAR GUILD              BERYL EVANS 

 

HOSPITALITY                      SUNDAE SUNDAYS         

         

 Liturgical Texts: All liturgical texts used from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and/ 

or All Creation Sings administered Augsburg Fortress and under Sundays and Seasons 

License #SAS000839.  

Liturgical Setting: Liturgical Setting: Holy Communion Setting 12©2020: Anne Krentz 

Organ, b. 1960, Kyrie, “My soul proclaims your greatness,” Gospel Acclamation, Lenten 

Acclamation, “Holy, holy, holy,” “Lamb of God,” “Be known to us, Lord Jesus”; Susan Palo 

Cherwien, b. 1953, J. Bert Carlson, 1937-2017, “Glory to you, God.” All service music 

settings © pr administered by Augsburg Fortress. 
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 Biblical Texts: Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
  

Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

Hymns: Hymns used through One License #A-725060.  

ELW #853 When Morning Gilds the Skies 

Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt. 

Music: Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896 

    

ELW #453 Baptized and Set Free 

Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner, b. 1956  

  Music: Cathy Skogen-Soldner 

  Text and music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress 

 

ELW #692 We Are an Offering 

  Text: Dwight Liles, b. 1957 

  Music: Dwight Liles 

  Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC 

 

ELW #556 Morning Has Broken 

  Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965 

  Music: Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version 

  Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, admin. David Higham Associates 

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

   

ACS #968 Feed Us with Hunger for Justice  

  Text: Anne Krentz Organ, b. 1960 

  Music: Anne Krentz Organ 

  Text and music © 2020 Augsburg Fortress   

 

ELW #858 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

  Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1690; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878, alt. 

  Music: Ernewerten Gesangbuch, Part II, Stralsund, 1665  

   


