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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE 
 

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING  
We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown 
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 
As we light the first candle on this wreath, 

rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord 
when he comes with all the saints and angels. 

Enlighten us with your grace, 
and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord, 

whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.  Amen. 
 

Candle is lit. 

 
 (VERSE 1; REPEAT IF NEEDED)      ELW #247 
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 

the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of 

your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and 

given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly 

repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn 

us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 
Amen. 

 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 

and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been 

saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
The assembly stands.  The service continues with gathering song. 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

*GATHERING SONG        ELW #435 
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*GREETING 
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
  
*KYRIE 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your 
merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers 
of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your 
salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

The assembly is seated. 

  

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
  

FIRST READING       Isaiah 2:1-5 

A reading from Isaiah:  
  

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In 

days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the 

highest of the mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations 

shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to 

the mountain of the Lord, to the house of Jacob’s God, who will teach us the 

ways of God, that we may walk in the paths of the Lord.” For out of Zion 

shall go forth instruction and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. God shall 

judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall 

beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any 

more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!  

 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
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 PSALM: 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND READING      Romans 13:11-14 
A reading from Romans:  
  

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you 

to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 

believers; the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the 
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works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us walk decently as in 

the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, 

not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  

  

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

  
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Show us your steadfast | love, O Lord,* and grant us | your salvation..“ 

 

 

*GOSPEL        Matthew 24:36-44   
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to the disciples, “About that day and 

hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, 

nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of 

Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son-of-

Man. For as in the days before the flood they were 

eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 

marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and 

they knew nothing until the flood came and swept 

them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the 

Son-of-Man. Then two men will be in the field; one 

will be taken, and one will be left. Two women will 
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be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and 

one will be left. Keep awake, therefore, for you do 

not know on what day your Lord is coming. But 

understand this: if the owner of the house had 

known in what part of the night the thief was 

coming, the owner would have stayed awake and 

would not have let the house be broken into. 

Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son-of-

Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”  
  

The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY       ACS #901  

*NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
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begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

  
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in 

prayer, O God, trusting your promise to renew the 

church, the nations, and the whole creation. 
 

A brief silence. 

God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and 

instruction. Uphold and strengthen lay leaders, 

bishops, teachers, pastors, and deacons. Teach us 

your ways and lead us in your paths. 

Hear us O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the 

grandeur of creation. Empower us to care for 

forests and oceans, as we see you in the world 

around us.  

Hear us O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, 

judges, and mediators. Cast out words of hate and 

transform them into words for building up 

community. Remake implements of war to sow 

peace.  

Hear us O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We 

pray for our kindred and companions who are ill or 

despairing (especially . . .  

and those affected by HIV and AIDS as we 

remember World AIDS Day). Surround all with care 

and consolation.  

Hear us O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, 

jealousy tears down, and relationships fray, show 

us how to journey with one another. Nurture 

therapists, counselors, and sponsors in their care 

for others.  

Hear us O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. For What Else Shall We Pray? 
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God of all time, build up our lives that we would 

reflect your grace. At the last, bring us with all the 

saints (especially) to your holy city where peace 

and goodness make a home.  

Hear us O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for 

whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
  
*PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

  
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

  
OFFERING     
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church.  Our offering at Christ Ascension goes to 

support our ministries as well as those of the Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod and the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. If you want to give electronically, you may do so using 

the DONATE tab on our website: christascension.org, or by scanning the QR Code. For those 

physically present in worship, an offering plate is near the entrance on the information table.  
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*OFFERTORY   (verses 1, 3, & 5)   ELW #245 

  
*OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
 

A brief silence is held. 
 

Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness 

and streams in the desert. Through this meal, 

satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and 

be for the world signs of your kingdom come.  

Amen. 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
   

*DIALOGUE 
. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*PREFACE 

  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
*LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 



16 
 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION 

 This is Christ’s Table and Christ himself is present when we share this Meal. All Christians are welcome to receive 

the bread and wine, Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for the sake of the world. Wine, with a grape juice 

alternative, is offered by pouring chalice. Take a small cup from the tray. Receive the bread in your open palm. Hold 

your cup steadily for the assisting minister to pour into. You may stand there to drink. When you return to your seat, 

please dispose of the cup in the bowl provided. For those who desire it, gluten-free bread is available; indicate your 

desire to the presiding minister. For those who would like to participate, but not to receive bread or wine, please 

come forward for a blessing. Indicate this desire by crossing your arms in front of you. If you are unable to come 

forward and would like Communion brought to you in your seat, let the usher know. 

  

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
  

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

  
COMMUNION SONGS        ELW #266 
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ELW #262 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy 

and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share the 

feast, welcome the strange, and bear good fruit in 

the name of Jesus.   
Amen. 
  

SENDING 

 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*INSTALLATION OF MINISTRY TEAMS     COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
  

*BLESSING 
 

May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and 

Holy Spirit, grant you patience in waiting, peace in 

the darkness, and good news to share today and 

always.   Amen. 

  



19 
 

*SENDING SONG        ACS #903 
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*DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Keep awake. 

Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Installation of Musicians & Property Team—November 30 

• Installation of Stewardship Team—December 7 

• Installation of Hospitality Team—December 21 

*Decorate Sanctuary—December 21 

• Caroling at the Creche at CALC—December 22 at 7:00pm 

• Committee Annual Reports due to the church office by December 14. 

• Pastor Corpus’ office hours are by appointment only:  Tues/Thurs/Sat 9-11am; 

Tuesday evening 6:30-8:30pm. Email: jmcorpus@verizon.net 

  

LEADING IN WORSHIP THIS MORNING 

PREACHING  & PRESIDING              REV. DR. JANET M. CORPUS 

 

ASSISTING MINISTER                      ELAINE GERHART 

 

MUSICIAN                        KATHERINE REIER 

 

LECTOR                                BERYL EVANS 

  

USHER                  GORDON GERHART 

 

ALTAR GUILD                 GORDON GERHART 

 

HOSPITALITY                        

 Liturgical Texts: All liturgical texts used from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and/ 

or All Creation Sings administered Augsburg Fortress and under Sundays and Seasons 

License #SAS000839.  

Liturgical Setting: Liturgical Setting: Holy Communion, Setting One © 2026: Mark 

Mummert, b. 1965, Kyrie, “Glory to God,” “This is the feast,” Lenten Acclamation; Thomas 

Pavlechko, b. 1962, Gospel Acclamation (Alleluia), “Holy, holy, holy”; Robert Buckley Farlee, 

b. 1950, “Lamb of God,” “Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace.” All service music 

settings © pr administered by Augsburg Fortress. 

Biblical Texts: Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
  
“I Will Sing the Story of Your Love” by Paul D. Weber; Text: Jeremiah ee:10-11, 14-16; Psalm 891; 

LBW 1978, adapt.’ Music: Paul D. Weber; Copyright © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 
 

Hymns: Hymns used through One License #A-725060.  
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ELW #247 Come Now, O Prince of Peace 

  Text: Geonyong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope 

  Music: Geonyong Lee, b. 1947 

  Text and music © Geonyong Lee 

 

ELW #435 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 

Music: Thomas Olivers, 1725-1799 

 

ACS #901 Now the Heavens Start to Whisper 

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953 

  Music: Welsh melody; arr. hymnal version 

  Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. 

Arr. ©2020 Augsburg Fortress     

    

ELW #245 Creator of the Stars of Night 

Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Hymnal 1940, alt. 

Music: Plainsong mode IV 

Text © 1940 Church Pension Fund  

 

ELW #266 All Earth Is Hopeful 

  Text: Alberto Taulé, b. 1932; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946 

Music: Alberto Taulé, b. 1932 

Spanish text and tune © 1993 and tr. © 1995 Centro de Pastoral Liturgica,  

admin. OCP Publications 

     

ELW #262 Wait for the Lord 

  Text: Taizé Community 

  Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994 

  Text and music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

ACS #903 Freedom Is Coming 

  Text: South African; transc. Freedom Is Coming, 1984 

  Music: South African; transc. Freedom Is Coming 

  Text and music © 1984 Peace of Music Publishing AB, admin. Walton Music  

Corp., a div. of GIA Publications, Inc. 


