
GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

  
PRELUDE 

  

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at 

baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
  

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed  

 with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  

To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 
  
  

The service continues with gathering song. As a reminder of the gift of baptism, the 
assembly may be sprinkled with water during the singing. 
  

*GATHERING SONG    
  
  

 
 

 



There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy    ELW #588 

 
 

*GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
  

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and 

accept us in your service. Strengthen us by your 

Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 
 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song. 

  

FIRST READING       Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to Nineveh, 
that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah set out and 
went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an 

exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. Jonah began to go into the city, 
going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be 

overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and 
everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. When God saw what they did, how 
they turned from their evil ways, God had second thoughts about the calamity that 

God had said would be done to them; and God did not do it.  
   

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
  

PSALM 62:5-12 

Refrain    

  

  

   

Tone  

 
 

 

 

 

5For God alone I | wait in silence; 

  truly, my hope | is in God. 

 6God alone is my rock and | my salvation, 

  my stronghold, so that I shall nev- | er be shaken. 

 7In God is my deliverance | and my honor; 

  God is my strong rock | and my refuge. 

 8Put your trust in God al- | ways, O people, 

 pour out your hearts before the one who | is our refuge. R 

 9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate can- | not be 

trusted. 

  Placed on the scales together they weigh even less | than a breath. 

 10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no | empty pride; 

  though wealth increase, set not your | heart upon it. 

 11God has spoken once, twice | have I heard it, 

  that power be- | longs to God. 

 12Steadfast love belongs to | you, O Lord, 

  for you repay all according | to their deeds. R  

  



SECOND READING    1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

Dear family, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who 

are married be as though they were not, and those who mourn as though they 

were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and 

those who buy as though they had no possessions, and those who deal with the 

world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is 

passing away.  

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

  

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
All sing the alleluias.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
*GOSPEL        MARK 1:14-20 

The holy gospel according to Mark.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee 

proclaiming the good news of God and saying, “The 

time is fulfilled, and the dominion of God has come 

near; repent, and believe in the good news.” As 

Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw 

Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into 

the sea, for they were fishers. And Jesus said to 

them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of 

people.” And immediately they left their nets and 

followed him. As Jesus went a little farther, he saw 

James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who 

were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately 



Jesus called them, and they left their father 

Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and 

followed him.  
  

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

SERMON       
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

  

*HYMN OF THE DAY   

 
Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult    ELW #696 

 

 
 
WELCOME INTO MEMBERSHIP WAYNE OLSON 

 

 
 



*APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
  

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, 

we pray for God’s blessing on the church, the 

world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

God our rock and deliverance, do not let your 

church be shaken. We trust you never abandon 

your promises to the most vulnerable among us. 

Give your church wisdom and empathy in its varied 

ministries.  

Hear us, O God.   

Your mercy is great. 
 

God our hope and refuge, you placed the fish in the 

sea. Guide our care of oceans and all creatures that 

live in them. Hold us accountable for actions that 

endanger water sources and the people who 

depend on them.  

Hear us, O God.   



Your mercy is great. 
 

God who proclaims judgement and offers mercy, be 

a model to the leaders of our nation and the world. 

As they lead, may they follow in your way of justice 

and truth.  

Hear us, O God.   

Your mercy is great. 
 

God who cares for the suffering, care for survivors 

of assault and sexual abuse and sustain all who 

minister to them (as the martyr, Agnes, ministered 

to victims of sexual abuse). Keep safe any who live 

under threat of violence, those living in poverty, 

and any among us who are ill or in pain 

(especially).  

Hear us, O God.   

Your mercy is great. 
 

God of resurrection and new life, as the first 

disciples shared the good news, empower us and 

this faith community to be open to your call. When 

we are uncertain of your call, assure us. When we 

have strayed from your ways, redirect us.  

Hear us, O God.   

Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

God who holds the saints against your tender 

bosom, we trust you welcome them into your care. 

Comfort those who grieve, even as we place our 

hope in your salvation.  

Hear us, O God.   

Your mercy is great. 
 



Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer 

these prayers and the silent prayers of our hearts 

in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

*PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 
We greet one another with a sign of peace.  

Please be mindful of touch. 
  

MEAL   
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

  

OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church.  Our offering  

at Christ Ascension goes to support our ministries as well as those  

of the Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. If 

you want to give electronically, you may do so using the DONATE tab on our website: 

christascension.org, or by scanning the QR Code. For those physically present in worship, an 

offering plate is also available on the cabinets under the bulletin boards. 
  

 
*OFFERTORY  As With Gladness Men of Old, verse 3 only ELW #302  

 



 
 

Let us pray. 
  

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to 
become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the 
earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and 

forever.  Amen. 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

*DIALOGUE 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

*PREFACE    

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

By the leading of a star, Jesus was shown forth to all nations; 

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 

and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 



And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
  

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

O God most mighty, 
O God most merciful, 
O God our rock and our salvation, 
hear us as we praise, 

call us to your table, 
grant us your life. 
When the earth was a formless void, 

you formed order and beauty. 
When Abraham and Sarah were barren, 
you sent them a child; 
When the Israelites were enslaved, 
you led them to freedom. 
Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, 
and the psalmists cried out for healing, 
and full of compassion, you granted the people your life. 
  

 



You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. 
He was born among the poor, 
he lived under oppression, 
he wept over the city. 
With infinite love, he granted the people your life. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. [Amen.] 
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. [Amen.] 
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. 
[Amen.] 
  

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 
O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 
O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one. 
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope. 
  

O God most majestic, O God most motherly, 
O God our strength and our song, 
you show us a vision of a tree of life 
with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. 
Grant us such life, 
the life of the Father to the Son, 
the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, 

life in you, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



*LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 

 on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial 
 And deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, 
 And the glory are yours, 
 Now and forever. Amen. 
  

*COMMUNION 
This is Christ’s Table and Christ himself is present when we share this Meal. All Christians 

are welcome to receive the bread and wine, Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for the 

sake of the world. Wine, with a grape juice alternative, is offered by pouring chalice. Take a 

small cup from the tray. Receive the bread in your open palm. Hold your cup steadily for the 

assisting minister to pour into. You may stand there to drink. When you return to your seat, 

please dispose of the cup in the bowl provided. For those who desire it, gluten-free bread is 

available; indicate your desire to the presiding minister. For those who would like to 

participate, but not to receive bread or wine, please come forward for a blessing. Indicate 

this desire by crossing your arms in front of you. If you are unable to come forward and 

would like Communion brought to you in your seat, let the usher know. 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



SONGS DURING DISTRIBUTION  

 

How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord    ELW #580 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



O Lord, Hear My Prayer     ELW #751 

 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
  

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
  

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with 
the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in 
the world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its 

many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
  

SENDING 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 



SENDING HYMN   
  

        Will You Come and Follow Me  ELW #798 

 
 

 

 



 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Keep awake. 

Thanks be to God. 

  
  

LEADING IN WORSHIP THIS MORNING 

PRESIDING MINISTER AND PREACHER                PASTOR JANET PETERMAN  
  

ASSISTING MINISTER                     MERRI BROWN  
  

MUSICIAN               CHARLOTTE PAKAN 
  

LECTOR                               SARA CALDERÓN 
 

USHER                GORDON GERHART 
  

ALTAR GUILD                       BERYL EVANS  
  

FELLOWSHIP                

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

Join us in welcoming Wayne Olsen into membership today. 
  

Memorial Service for Jane Hallock—January 27 at 10 am (Family visitation 9-10am) 
  

Annual Congregation Meeting—January 28 immediately following the service. 
  

Need your help with Trash & Recycling—January 16-January 30. Please see E-News for 

more details. 
  

Coffee Hour Sign Up:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C054CADAC23A7FD0-coffee 

  

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 
  

Liturgical Texts: All liturgical texts used from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and/ 

or All Creation Sings administered Augsburg Fortress and under Sundays and Seasons 

License #SAS000839.  
  

 Liturgical Setting: Holy Communion Setting 3 ©1978, 2006: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923. 

All service music settings © pr administered by Augsburg Fortress. 

Biblical Texts: Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  
  

Hymns: Hymns used through One License #A-725060.  
 

Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year B © 2008. Augsburg Fortress. Psalm tone 

reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 

  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C054CADAC23A7FD0-coffee


 

ELW #588 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

  Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt. 

  Music: North American, 19th cent. 

   

ELW #696 Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult 

  Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1823-1895 

  Music: William H. Jude, 1851-1922 

   

ELW #302 As with Gladness Men of Old 

  Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt. 

  Music: Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872 

 

ELW #580 How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord 

  Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 

  Music: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918 

  Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company 

 

ELW #751 O Lord, Hear My Prayer 

  Text:  Psalm 102:1-2; Taizé Community, adapt. 

  Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994 

  Text and Music © 1982, 1992 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications 

 

ELW #798 Will You Come and Follow Me 

  Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949 

  Music: Scottish traditional 

  Text © 1987 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 
  

 

  

  
  

 


