
Nehemiah
OVERCOMING INTERFERENCES
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"The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. It came to 
pass in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I 

was in Shushan the citadel, 2 that Hanani one of my 
brethren came with men from Judah; and I asked them 

concerning the Jews who had escaped, who had survived 
the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. 3 And they said to 

me, “The survivors who are left from the captivity in the 
province are there in great distress and reproach. The wall 
of Jerusalem is also broken down, and its gates are burned 

with fire.”
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"So it was, when I heard these 
words, that I sat down and 

wept, and mourned for many 
days; I was fasting and praying 

before the God of heaven."
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3 "And I went out by night through 

the Valley Gate to the Serpent Well 
and the Refuse Gate, and viewed 

the walls of Jerusalem which were 
broken down and its gates which 

were burned with fire."
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7 "Then I said to them, “You see the 

distress that we are in, how 
Jerusalem lies waste, and its gates 
are burned with fire. Come and let 
us build the wall of Jerusalem, that 
we may no longer be a reproach.” 



N
eh

em
ia

h
 2

:1
8 "And I told them of the hand of my 

God which had been good upon me, 
and also of the king’s words that he 
had spoken to me. So they said, “Let 
us rise up and build.” Then they set 

their hands to this good work."
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9 "But when Sanballat the Horonite, 

Tobiah the Ammonite official, and 
Geshem the Arab heard of it, they 
laughed at us and despised us, and 
said, “What is this thing that you 
are doing? Will you rebel against 

the king?”
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7 "Those who built on the wall, and 

those who carried burdens, 
loaded themselves so that with 

one hand they worked at 
construction, and with the other 

held a weapon."
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“Now it happened when Sanballat, 
Tobiah, Geshem the Arab, and the 

rest of our enemies heard that I had 
rebuilt the wall, and that there were 

no breaks left in it (though at that 
time I had not hung the doors in the 

gates)"



Interference [1]
TALKING INSTEAD OF DOING
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"that Sanballat and Geshem sent 
to me, saying, “Come, let us meet 

together among the villages in 
the plain of Ono.” But they 

thought to do me harm."
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"So I sent messengers to them, 

saying, “I am doing a great 
work, so that I cannot come 
down. Why should the work 
cease while I leave it and go 

down to you?”
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4 "And you, fathers, do not 

provoke your children to 
wrath, but bring them up in 
the training and admonition 

of the Lord."
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"But as for you, speak the things which are proper for 
sound doctrine: 2 that the older men be sober, 

reverent, temperate, sound in faith, in love, in patience; 
3 the older women likewise, that they be reverent in 

behavior, not slanderers, not given to much wine, 
teachers of good things— 4 that they admonish the 
young women to love their husbands, to love their 

children, 5 to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, 
obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God 

may not be blasphemed…"
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"Likewise, exhort the young men to be 
sober-minded, 7 in all things showing 

yourself to be a pattern of good works; in 
doctrine showing integrity, reverence, 
incorruptibility, 8 sound speech that 

cannot be condemned, that one who is an 
opponent may be ashamed, having nothing 

evil to say of you."
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"But Jesus said to him, “No 
one, having put his hand to 

the plow, and looking back, is 
fit for the kingdom of God.”



Interference [2]
SLANDER & FALSE ACCUSATIONS
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"Then Sanballat sent his 

servant to me as before, the 
fifth time, with an open 

letter in his hand." 
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"In it was written: It is reported among the 
nations, and Geshem says, that you and the 
Jews plan to rebel; therefore, according to 
these rumors, you are rebuilding the wall, 

that you may be their king. 7 And you have 
also appointed prophets to proclaim 

concerning you at Jerusalem, saying, “There 
is a king in Judah!” Now these matters will 
be reported to the king. So come, therefore, 

and let us consult together.”
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“Then I sent to him, saying, “No such 
things as you say are being done, but you 

invent them in your own heart.” 9 For 
they all were trying to make us afraid, 

saying, “Their hands will be weakened in 
the work, and it will not be done.” Now 
therefore, O God, strengthen my hands."



Interference [3]
INTIMIDATION
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0 "Afterward I came to the house of Shemaiah

the son of Delaiah, the son of Mehetabel, 
who was a secret informer; and he said, “Let 

us meet together in the house of God, 
within the temple, and let us close the 

doors of the temple, for they are coming to 
kill you; indeed, at night they will come to 

kill you.”
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13 “And I said, “Should such a man as I flee? And who is 
there such as I who would go into the temple to save 

his life? I will not go in!” 12 Then I perceived that 
God had not sent him at all, but that he pronounced 

this prophecy against me because Tobiah and 
Sanballat had hired him. 13 For this reason he was 
hired, that I should be afraid and act that way and 

sin, so that they might have cause for an evil report, 
that they might reproach me."
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4 "My God, remember Tobiah and 

Sanballat, according to these 
their works, and the prophetess 

Noadiah and the rest of the 
prophets who would have made 

me afraid”
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"But Peter and the other 
apostles answered and 

said: “We ought to obey 
God rather than men."
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5 “So the wall was finished 

on the twenty-fifth day of 
Elul, in fifty-two days."
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6 "And it happened, when all our 

enemies heard of it, and all the 
nations around us saw these things, 
that they were very disheartened 

in their own eyes; for they 
perceived that this work was 

done by our God."
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8 "And I told them of the hand of my 

God which had been good upon me, 
and also of the king’s words that he 
had spoken to me. So they said, “Let 

us rise up and build.” Then they 
set their hands to this good work."



Concluding Thoughts
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:3 “So I sent messengers to them, 
saying, “I am doing a great 

work, so that I cannot come 
down. Why should the work 
cease while I leave it and go 

down to you?”
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