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Making the Most of Studio Ghibli Museum & Ghibli
Park (Summer 2025)

Travel Context: A family trip in June 2025, with a teenager eager to explore Studio Ghibli's world. This guide
covers history, teen-friendly highlights, practical tips (tickets, timing, transport), hidden gems, cultural
insights, nearby attractions, and planning checklists - all tailored for a teen traveling with family.

Overview & History

A friendly Totoro greets visitors at the Ghibli Museum’s entrance, showcasing the whimsical storybook architecture.

Studio Ghibli Origins: Studio Ghibli was founded in 1985 by directors Hayao Miyazaki and Isao Takahata
with producer Toshio Suzuki. Their goal was to create animated films that “transcended age and cultural
barriers, aiming to blow a new wind through the anime industry” ' . The studio’s films (from My
Neighbor Totoro to Spirited Away) achieved worldwide acclaim for artistry and storytelling, becoming a
cultural treasure of Japan 2 3 . Ghibli's works often set benchmarks in animation as an art form, and
many Japanese consider them a proud part of national culture.

Ghibli Museum (Mitaka, Tokyo): Hayao Miyazaki envisioned a museum where fans could “immerse
themselves in the enchanting realms” of Ghibli films 4 . Planning began in 1998, and Miyazaki himself
designed the museum using hand-drawn storyboards 5 . Opened on October 1, 2001 in Mitaka's
Inokashira Park € , the museum’s architecture is whimsical and maze-like, influenced by European village
designs and Miyazaki's own film imagery 7 & . Miyazaki's aim was to make “the building itself part of
the exhibit” and for visitors to feel “more enriched when you leave than when you entered” ° . This
vision is embodied in the museum’s motto: “Let's lose our way together” - encouraging playful
exploration without a set path 10 . The Ghibli Museum blends a children’s museum, technology museum,
and art museum 11 . It features a rooftop garden (with the iconic robot from Castle in the Sky overseeing the
park 12), a Catbus playroom, intricate stained-glass windows of Ghibli characters, a cozy café, and the
Saturn Theater for exclusive short films 13 . Photography is prohibited inside to preserve the “portal to a
storybook world” atmosphere 14, enhancing the feeling of stepping into an animated fantasy. Hayao
Miyazaki's philosophy and Japan'’s love of animation make the museum a “cultural landmark” - a place of
inspiration for artists and a beloved attraction for visitors worldwide 15 12,

Ghibli Park (Aichi, near Nagoya): Opened November 1, 2022, Ghibli Park is a sprawling theme park
devoted entirely to Studio Ghibli's film worlds 16 17 _It's set within Aichi's Expo 2005 Commemorative Park
(also known as Moricoro Park) and was developed with a deep respect for the natural surroundings. In fact,
no trees were cut down to build Ghibli Park, and it has no big rides or even a parking lot 8 - a
deliberate contrast to typical theme parks. “We wanted to do something authentic,” explained Ghibli
Park’s director Goro Miyazaki, emphasizing immersion in nature and story over thrill rides 19 . Initial plans
in 2017 envisioned only a Totoro-themed area, but the concept grew in partnership with Aichi Prefecture to
five themed lands covering multiple films 20 21 | Hayao Miyazaki was involved in planning, and his son
Goro led design and construction 22 . The park opened with three areas: Ghibli’'s Grand Warehouse, Hill of
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Youth, and Dondoko Forest, followed by two more areas - Mononoke Village (opened Nov 2023) and
Valley of Witches (opened Mar 2024) 16 . Each area recreates environments from the films: from the
European-style streets of Grand Warehouse to Whisper of the Heart's World Emporium in Hill of Youth, My
Neighbor Totoro's countryside in Dondoko Forest, the rustic village from Princess Mononoke, and the magic-
filled Kiki/Howl's locales in Valley of Witches 23 24 | The park is “an anti-Disney oasis” of calm and creativity
- scattered attractions connected by wooded paths, inviting visitors to slow down and feel like they're inside
a Ghibli story 25 26 .| This approach reflects Studio Ghibli's cultural ethos of harmony with nature and
nostalgic charm, making Ghibli Park a unique addition to Japan’s attractions and a pilgrimage site for fans.

Teen-Centered Experiences

What Teens Will Love: Both the Mitaka museum and Aichi park offer engaging activities for teenagers,
especially those who grew up on Ghibli movies or love art and animation. Here are highlights likely to
delight a teen visitor:

* Hands-On & Interactive Exhibits: The Ghibli Museum'’s permanent exhibits showcase the animation
process in fun ways - from 3D zoetropes of Ghibli characters in motion, to gadget-filled rooms where
you can crank levers or peek through stained-glass portholes. At Ghibli Park's Ghibli's Grand
Warehouse, teens will find the Central Exhibition Room with 14 interactive stations reenacting
famous scenes 27 . You can stand next to life-size figures (pose with No-Face from Spirited Away, for
example) and take photos - unlike the museum, photography is encouraged in these interactive
sets 28 . This tactile approach brings movie moments to life and is perfect for teens eager to “get
up close and personal with [their] favorite characters” 29 . Just be prepared to line up for popular
photo ops (the No-Face couch is a favorite selfie spot 30 ). There are also small rides in the park’s
Valley of Witches (a vintage carousel and a pedal-powered flying machine) that, while gentle, add a
bit of fun motion and are great for younger teens or photo shoots (riding the whimsical carousel
costs ¥1,000 (~$7) extra 24 ).

Short Films & Animation Inspiration: Both sites feature exclusive short films that can only be seen
on location. At the museum'’s Saturn Theater (a cozy 80-seat art-deco cinema), your entry ticket
includes one screening of a rotating short 31 32 . In June 2025, the museum is showing “Mon Mon
the Water Spider” (a charming 15-min short about a lovestruck water spider) 32 33 . In July, it will
switch to “Mei and the Baby Cat Bus” - a sequel to Totoro 32 . These films are a teen must-see,
especially for aspiring animators, as they often experiment with visual techniques and expand on
beloved characters. Ghibli Park’s Cinema Orion in the Grand Warehouse similarly screens Ghibli
shorts for park-goers 34 . Teens who are budding artists will find inspiration seeing Miyazaki's
storytelling in these exclusive films, which aren’t available online or in theaters. It's a rare experience
to “watch a Ghibli short that no one outside has seen”, sparking creative ideas and bragging
rights!

Easter Eggs & Hidden Details: Ghibli productions are famous for rich details, and the attractions
carry this forward. Teens will have fun hunting for Easter eggs: at the museum, look for tiny soot
sprites (BLWX X4 1)) painted in corners, and the Totoro figurine slyly placed in the ticket booth
window (a life-sized Totoro figure “sells” tickets from behind the glass at the entrance - a perfect
photo spot before you even enter 35 ). Inside the museum, every nook is intentional - crawl through
a small door to discover the Catbus room or climb the iron spiral stair to the rooftop, just like
characters exploring a secret world. At Ghibli Park, Easter eggs abound in each area: in Hill of Youth,
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peek into the Cat Bureau (from The Cat Returns) to spot statues of Baron and Muta waiting inside 36 ;
in Dondoko Forest, open every drawer and cupboard in Satsuki & Mei's House - you'll find
household props set up as if the family from Totoro still lives there 37 . Teen fans will appreciate
these subtle touches and references to film lore. It's almost like a scavenger hunt for super-fans,
making the visit feel personalized and adventurous. Encourage teens to take a sketchbook - they
might be inspired to sketch a favorite detail, be it a vintage European clock in the World
Emporium or the pirate ship weather vane atop the museum. These little discoveries help teens
connect deeply with Ghibli's creative world.

« Characters & Photo Ops: Of course, teens will enjoy meeting (or at least seeing) their favorite
characters in non-traditional ways. There are no costumed mascots or live characters (unlike
Disneyland), but there are statues and settings that make for iconic photos. The museum'’s rooftop
guardian robot (from Laputa: Castle in the Sky) is a must-snap landmark - teens often mimic the
“Laputa” pose next to it or take a group selfie. In the park, there are numerous life-size sets: sit next
to the bronze Lantern Lady from Spirited Away, stand before the red shrine gate from the same film,
or gaze at the 6-meter-long Air Destroyer Goliath suspended in the Grand Warehouse atrium 38 .
A popular teen spot is the Catbus play area: at the museum, only small kids can climb on the plush
Catbus, but at the park's Grand Warehouse, a full-size Catbus replica is accessible for photo-taking
(teens can't climb inside if it's a kids' play version, but they can still take photos alongside it 39 ).
Ghibli Park even runs real Catbus-themed shuttles - yes, buses painted like the Catbus - between
some areas, which makes for a hilarious travel photo (a ride costs ¥1,000 (~$7) for adults) 40 41 .
These unique opportunities let a teen actually “step into” scenes from the movies. Expect plenty of
Instagram-worthy moments that will make friends back home jealous!

* Creative Workshops & Activities: While the museum is mostly exhibit-based, Ghibli Park
occasionally offers hands-on workshops or seasonal activities that teens can enjoy. For example,
starting late June 2025, Mononoke Village will host a stone-milled kinako (soybean powder)
grinding workshop where visitors can try traditional grinding and then taste warabi-mochi (a classic
Japanese sweet) 42 43 | It's the kind of cultural craft that adventurous teens might try, combining a
bit of food, history, and fun (and a snack reward!). Keep an eye on the park's event schedule; in
summer they may also have stamp rallies or special audio tours - in mid-June 2025 there's an
“Soundscape of Ghibli Park” event where you wear special headphones to experience music and
sound effects synced to different areas 44 45 . For a teen interested in music or sound design, that
could be a memorable interactive experience.

Bottom line: The museum and park aren't thrill-ride destinations, but they are immersive storytelling
experiences. Teens with a creative or curious spirit will find themselves engaged by the interactivity, the
exclusive content, and the thrill of discovery around every corner. By encouraging teens to touch, explore,
and imagine, the Ghibli Museum and Ghibli Park turn a family trip into a magical adventure that resonates
even with those tough-to-please teenage sensibilities.

Family Travel Tips

Traveling as a family with a teen requires balancing logistics (tickets, transport, avoiding crowds) with
keeping everyone (from parents to younger siblings to the teen) happy. Here are practical tips to make your
summer 2025 visit smooth and enjoyable:
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Tickets & Reservations (Museum & Park)

* Reserve Early: Both the Ghibli Museum and Ghibli Park require advance reservations; you cannot
buy tickets at the door 46 47 . Mark your calendar for the release dates:
+ Ghibli Museum (Mitaka): Tickets for a given month go on sale on the 10th of the prior month at
10:00 AM (Japan time) 48 . For example, June 2025 tickets were released May 10, 2025. Tickets sell
out within minutes for popular dates, so be ready online at sale time 48 49 | International visitors
can book through Lawson’s online ticket system (with an English interface) 48 or consider
authorized tour packages (JTB Sunrise Tours offers a bus tour bundle that includes museum entry)
50 | Pricing: Museum tickets are very affordable - JPY 1,000 (~$7) for adults (age 19+), JPY 700 (~$5)
for teens (13-18), with cheaper rates for younger kids 5! . Even though the price is low, demand is
extremely high, so don't underestimate the competition to secure them!
Ghibli Park (Aichi): Tickets are released in a similar way but two months in advance on the 10th of
each month at 2:00 PM (Japan time) 52 53 . For example, tickets for August 2025 go on sale June 10,
2025 52 . International visitors can book via Lawson or Klook (official overseas partners) 52 . Unlike
the museum, Ghibli Park has several ticket types. The most comprehensive is the O-Sanpo Day
Pass Premium which covers entry to all five areas (Grand Warehouse, Mononoke Village, Valley of
Witches, Hill of Youth, Dondoko Forest) 54 55 . This Premium Pass costs ¥7,300 (~$52) per adult on
weekdays (¥7,800 on weekends) 54 ; children 4-12 are half price, and under-4 are free 54 . There's
also a cheaper Standard Pass for just three areas (Grand Warehouse + Mononoke + Witches) at
¥3,300 (~$24) weekdays (¥3,800 weekends) for adults 56 57 . Which to choose? For a once-in-a-
lifetime visit, the Premium gives full access - recommended if your teen is a die-hard Ghibli fan and
you have a full day. If Premium sells out or you have limited time, the Standard still covers the major
attractions. Note that every park ticket is for a specific date and an entry time slot for the Grand
Warehouse (e.g. 10 AM or 1 PM entry) 56 58 . Other areas can be entered anytime during the day
once yourein 58 .
Ticket Tips: Log in to the booking site before the sale, be ready to refresh exactly at start time, and
have a backup date in mind in case your first choice is gone. You can only buy up to 6 tickets at
once for the park 59 (museum limit is usually 4-6 as well). If you miss out, look for package tours
(they cost more, but agencies sometimes have allocations). Absolutely avoid ticket scalpers or resale
- both venues check IDs to prevent resold tickets 60 61 . Finally, remember to print or download
your e-tickets/QR codes and bring the credit card or ID used for booking (the museum in particular
might ask for identification matching the ticket purchaser).

Best Times to Visit (Avoiding Crowds in June)

* Weekdays vs Weekends: If possible, go on a weekday. Both the museum and park attract local
families on weekends, so weekdays will be relatively quieter 62 . In June, Japanese schools are in
session (no major holidays after early May), so mid-week crowds are mostly international tourists.
Ghibli Museum limits the number of admissions per time slot, so even when “sold out” it's not over-
crowded, but weekends can feel busier with families lingering. Ghibli Park can feel crowded
especially in the indoor Grand Warehouse on weekends - plan for longer wait times then 63 .

* Time of Day: For the museum, the first entry of the day (10 AM) or the last entry (around 4 PM) are
often the best. Early morning means you'll see exhibits before they are “tousled” by crowds (for
instance, the Catbus room will be pristine), and late afternoon means some earlier visitors have left,
giving a calmer experience 64 . Many report that the museum is manageable in afternoons too, as
long as you're not trying to eat lunch at the café at peak 12-1 PM (more on that later). For Ghibli Park,
entry times are only for the Warehouse, so if you have a choice, a morning Warehouse slot (10 or
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11 AM) is good - you'll then spend the afternoon outdoors when light is best and crowds distribute.
Conversely, a 1-2 PM Warehouse entry means you explore the outdoor areas first while morning
crowds do the Warehouse, then enter the Warehouse later when it might be slightly less busy. Either
strategy can work; the key is to avoid mid-day bottlenecks by doing opposite of the crowd (e.qg. if
it's noon and everyone is lining up for lunch, maybe that's a good time to tour an exhibit).

* June Weather Considerations: June in central Japan is tsuyu (rainy season). Expect frequent rain
showers or drizzle, especially around Tokyo. This can actually work in your favor crowd-wise - rainy
days deter some casual visitors. The museum is entirely indoors (with a rooftop garden that you can
quickly dash up to even in light rain), so a rainy weekday in June could be pleasantly quiet. Just bring
an umbrella and enjoy the cozy vibes (and the smell of petrichor in Inokashira Park!). At Ghibli Park,
rain will close a few outdoor elements (the Dondoko Forest trail, the open playground areas and
some rides pause for safety 65 66 ). But if you're prepared with ponchos, a rainy day could mean
fewer people wandering the forest paths - it might feel like you have Totoro's woods to yourself.
Pack quick-dry shoes or an extra pair of socks for the park if rain is forecast.

+ Avoid Maintenance Closures: Check the official calendars. The Ghibli Museum is closed most
Tuesdays (and periodically for exhibit changes). Ghibli Park is also usually closed Tuesdays, and in
2025 it will close for a maintenance week June 17-24 (the park announced a one-week shut down
for upkeep) 67 . So plan around those dates. Late June (after that closure) might see a small surge of
visitors when it reopens, but it shouldn’t be too bad as long as it's a weekday.

Transportation Details (Tokyo = Mitaka; Nagoya = Ghibli Park)

* Getting to Ghibli Museum (Mitaka, Tokyo): The museum is located in Mitaka, a suburban city west
of central Tokyo. It's easy to reach by train:
« From major Tokyo stations (e.g. Shinjuku), take the JR Chaé Line to Mitaka Station (about 20
minutes from Shinjuku on a rapid service) 68 . Mitaka Station is the end of the line for local trains,
but many rapid trains terminate one stop before (at Kichijoji) - if so, just hop the next local for one
more stop.
At Mitaka Station, south exit, you have two options: walk (~15 min) or take the community bus
(~5-7 min). The walk is pleasant, leading you through Inokashira Park; just follow signs or the
stream of Ghibli-bound visitors. In June, the path is lush and green (maybe a bit humid), and you
might enjoy seeing locals jogging or walking dogs. If it's raining or you prefer to save energy, catch
the yellow “Ghibli Museum” bus just outside the station. Buses run every 10-20 minutes during
museum hours 6 70  The fare is ¥230 (~$1.60) for adults, ¥120 (~$0.80) for children each way (IC
cards like Suica/Pasmo are accepted) 7' . Kids will love that the bus is adorned with Ghibli
characters. Note: if you have time after the museum, you might opt to walk one way and bus the
other, to experience both. Kichijoji Station (one stop east of Mitaka) is also about a 20-minute walk
through the park to the museum, and some people stroll back that way to enjoy Kichijoji's shops

afterward.

Finding the Museum: It's tucked along the edge of Inokashira Park. The building is colorful (yellow,

pink, green) with a distinct whimsical style - you might even spot the rooftop robot peeking above

the trees as you approach. There's a Totoro figure in a faux ticket booth at the entrance (this is not

where you use your tickets - it's just decoration; the real entrance is around the corner). Usually a

staffer outside will direct ticket-holders to line up at their entry time.

+ Getting to Ghibli Park (Aichi, near Nagoya): Ghibli Park is about 20 km east of Nagoya in a town
called Nagakute. It's within a large public park (Expo 2005 Park). The journey involves a couple of
transfers:
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* From Nagoya to Expo Park: The most straightforward route is: From Nagoya Station, take the
Higashiyama Subway Line (yellow line) to its end at Fujigaoka Station (about 30 min, ¥290) 72 . At
Fujigaoka, switch to the Linimo (maglev light rail) bound for Ai-Chikyahaku-Kinen-Koen Station

73 . “Ai-Chikyuhaku-Kinen-Koen” is a mouthful - it literally means “Expo 2005 Commemorative Park”
and is the station right at Ghibli Park’s entrance. The Linimo ride is about 15 minutes (¥350) and is
pretty fun - it's a magnetic levitation train, very smooth and quiet, gliding through suburbs into
green areas. Exit at Ai-Chikyuhaku-Kinen-Koen Station (Exit 2) and you'll be at the park gates 73 .
The total journey from central Nagoya is roughly 45-60 minutes. If you're coming from Tokyo, you'd
take the Shinkansen bullet train to Nagoya (~1.5 hours), then follow the above route.
Direct Buses: There is also a direct shuttle bus from Nagoya Station to Ghibli Park’s North
Entrance operated by Meitetsu Bus 74 . In summer 2025, they run 8-9 buses per day each way,
taking about 50 minutes without transfers 75 . This could be convenient for families to avoid
navigating trains, especially if you have a JR Rail Pass that doesn't cover the local subway. However,
bus capacity is limited and you might need to reserve or arrive early to queue. The bus might be a
comfortable choice if you have small kids or a lot of bags (though note there's no large luggage
storage at Ghibli Park itself; store big bags in Nagoya or at your hotel).
Onsite Transport: Once at Ghibli Park, be prepared to walk quite a bit. The park is spread out over
the former Expo grounds. For example, from the entrance/Grand Warehouse to Dondoko Forest is a
~10 minute walk through woods 76 . There is a free shuttle bus within the park looping between
areas, but it runs infrequently (2-3 times per hour) 77 . As mentioned, a fun paid option is the
Catbus-shaped bus connecting Dondoko Forest and Mononoke Village (operates more frequently,
¥1,000 for adults, ¥500 for kids) 40 . This can save your feet, but note it only covers that particular
segment. Our advice: wear comfortable walking shoes (you'll easily clock several kilometers of
walking). Families with toddlers might consider a stroller for the park (most areas are stroller-
friendly, except maybe some upstairs exhibits). For the teen, a fitness tracker might get lots of steps
- make it a fun challenge!

Suggested Itineraries (One-Day vs Two-Day)

One-Day Itinerary - If you only do one of the two: Some families may only visit the Museum or the Park
due to time. Here are ideal one-day plans for each:

+ Ghibli Museum - 1 Day in Mitaka: Aim for a morning entry (10:00 or 12:00 slot). Morning: Arrive 30
minutes early to Mitaka Station so you can bus/walk and reach the museum right on time. Spend
about 2 hours inside (the museum isn't huge, but it's densely packed with things to see). Watch the
short film first (theater queues form immediately when a new slot enters; catch the next showing if
it's full). Then explore exhibits, let younger kids play in the Catbus room while teens check out the art
displays and mechanical toys. Lunch: Around 12:30, head out (re-entry not allowed, so finish inside
activities first) and eat at the Straw Hat Café on museum grounds if wait times are reasonable. They
serve themed dishes and desserts (like Totoro cream puffs and hearty stews). If it's too crowded, a
good backup is to picnic in Inokashira Park - you could pick up sandwiches or bento from Kichijoji's
deli stores and enjoy them by the park lake. Afternoon: Stroll through Inokashira Park (visit the
small petting zoo or paddle a swan boat if you have time). Then walk to Kichijoji. Teens will enjoy
Kichijoji's “Sunroad” shopping arcade and quirky shops - there's a Donguri Republic Ghibli goods
store in Kichijoji Station's MARUI department store, and don’t miss Shiro-hige’s Cream Puff Factory
(Kichijoji branch) which sells adorable Totoro-shaped cream puffs (a perfect sweet souvenir). Wrap
up the day at a Kichijoji café or grab ramen for dinner. This itinerary fills a leisurely day with Ghibli
magic and local Tokyo charm without feeling rushed.
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+ Ghibli Park - 1 Day in Aichi: It's ambitious but doable to see all areas in one day with a Premium
Pass, if you plan efficiently. First, arrive before opening (park opens 10:00). Lines form outside for
the initial entry. As soon as you're in, head to Valley of Witches first (it's extremely popular and
doesn't require an early timed entry). Explore Kiki's bakery, check out Howl's Moving Castle (it moves
a bit!), and maybe ride the carousel before queues grow 24 78 . Spend ~1.5 hours here. Midday: Go
to Ghibli's Grand Warehouse at your assigned time (if you got a 12:00 slot, for example). Inside the
Warehouse, prioritize the Central Exhibition Room (interactive scene displays) - it's a highlight 27 .
Also visit any special exhibitions (in summer 2025, there might be a food-themed exhibit or a Toshio
Suzuki exhibit - keep an eye on announcements). Grab lunch inside the Warehouse to save time -
the Transcontinental Flight Café offers quick bites (sandwiches, pizza including a local miso-katsu
pizza nod to Nagoya cuisine 79 80 ) or the Milk Stand for a sweet snack 8! . Lines can be long at
noon (30-40 min wait to order) 82, so consider eating slightly early or late. Early Afternoon: After
the Warehouse, make the trek to Dondoko Forest (see Satsuki & Mei's House - you can enter with
your Premium Pass; remove shoes and explore freely 37 ). Don't miss the Dondoko-do giant Totoro
statue on the hill behind the house - only kids 12 and under can climb inside, but teens can still take
photos outside 8 . Late Afternoon: From Dondoko, either walk or catch the Catbus shuttle to
Mononoke Village. Enjoy the rustic vibe, meet the “Lord Okkoto” boar statue (kids under 12 can
even climb on it, as it's a play structure 84 ) and take in the tatara ironworks scenery. By now, the sun
might be lower - a great time for photos with the green forest backdrop. If interested, try the
charcoal-grilled Gohei-mochi rice stick snack sold here (freshly grilled and tasty, ~¥300). Finish at
Hill of Youth: Move to Hill of Youth last - it's near the exit. Enter World Emporium antique shop
(from Whisper of the Heart) and marvel at the details (no photos inside, but teens might recognize the
cat statue Baron). It's a small area and can be done in 30 min. By doing Hill of Youth last, you avoid
its tight spaces during peak hours (also it's closest to the exit for a tired family). If all goes well,
you've seen everything by closing (~5:00 PM). Reward yourselves with a stop at the Ghibli Park gift
shops near the exit (the main gift shop Mamma Aiuto is in the Grand Warehouse, but each area has
kiosks - Witches' Valley's big shop Witches' Coven 13 has exclusive witch-themed goods 8 86 ).
Grab any souvenirs now. You'll likely be happily exhausted - head back to Nagoya Station for a well-
earned dinner (perhaps Nagoya's famous miso-nikomi udon or hitsumabushi eel rice!).

Two-Day Itinerary - Museum + Park or Park + Park: If you have two days, you can either split one day for
the museum in Tokyo and one for the park in Nagoya (keeping in mind they're far apart), or spend two days
at Ghibli Park to really take your time.

* Museum + Park in 2 Days: Do the above Museum day as Day 1 (staying in Tokyo), then take an early
Shinkansen on Day 2 to Nagoya for the Park. This is quite hectic and only advisable if you're a
hardcore Ghibli family trying to cover both in a short Japan trip. Ensure you book afternoon park
tickets if you're traveling from Tokyo that morning (e.g. a 1 PM Warehouse slot, and plan to arrive at
park by 11 AM). It will be a whirlwind, but you'll cover both bucket-list sites. Alternatively, if your
schedule allows, do them on non-consecutive days (with a transit day in between) to rest.

+ Ghibli Park in 2 Days: Many families choose to dedicate two days to Ghibli Park, especially if they
want a relaxed pace or if initial tickets were only available for certain areas each day. For example,
you might have a Standard Pass for Day 1 (Grand Warehouse + Witches + Mononoke), and a
Dondoko Forest ticket for Day 2. On Day 1, focus on the indoor and larger areas: thoroughly enjoy
the Grand Warehouse (catch the short film at Cinema Orion, play in the Children’s Town, maybe
attend the storytelling show if available), have lunch, then do Mononoke and Witches in the
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afternoon when it's a bit cooler outside. Stay for sunset if possible - on certain summer Saturdays
(Aug 2, 9, 16, 2025) the park will even stay open till 8 PM in some areas 8 8 , which could be
magical with lanterns lit in Witches' Valley. On Day 2, enter Dondoko Forest with fresh energy in the
morning, let kids play around Totoro's statue, and soak in the tranquil nature (it's the most relaxed
area, good for picnic vibes). Since Dondoko Forest ticket on its own is shorter, you could spend the
afternoon of Day 2 exploring Nagoya city (see Beyond the Museum section for ideas like Nagoya
Castle or shopping). Two days allows you to not rush, perhaps repeating favorite spots (your teen
might want a second look at something in the Warehouse or more carousel rides). It also hedges
against any one day being rained out - you could swap activities accordingly.

Expert Tip (from a Japanese visitor): A suggested one-day route through Ghibli Park from a
local: “First, head to the Valley of Witches (to see Howl’s Castle, Okino’s house, etc., ~2 hours). Next,
at your reserved time, do the Grand Warehouse. Then go to the farthest Dondoko Forest (walk or
take the bus) to tour Satsuki & Mei's House and see the Totoro statue. On the way back, use the free
shuttle or Catbus to visit Mononoke Village, and finish at Hill of Youth (near the north gate) to enter
the antique shop last.” 89 This route minimizes backtracking and tackles popular areas early.

Onsite Food & Rest Options

+ Dining at the Ghibli Museum: The Straw Hat Café is the museum’s charming cafe with indoor/
outdoor seating. They serve simple but tasty fare: sandwiches, omu-rice, pasta, seasonal desserts
(often with Ghibli-themed presentation, like a cake shaped like a straw hat). Prices are moderate
(expect ¥1,000-1,500 per dish, ~$8-12). The cafe does not accept reservations and can have long
waits at peak times. If the line is too long, consider buying snacks from the little Mugiwaraboshi
(Straw Hat) takeout window, where you can get ice cream, hot dogs, or drinks to enjoy in the park
outside. Also note there are vending machines by the restrooms for drinks. If you prefer a full meal
outside, the area around Kichijdji Station has countless eateries - from conveyor sushi to burgers to
vegan cafes - something to satisfy a hungry teen or a picky younger sibling. And don't forget to treat
yourselves to Shiro-hige's Totoro cream puffs after the museum (either at their Kichijoji branch or
the main Setagaya shop later in your trip) - they're almost too cute to eat (almost!).

Dining at Ghibli Park: There are more options here, spread across areas. In Grand Warehouse,
aside from the Transcontinental Café and Milk Stand mentioned, there’s also a Dining Hall (Mama
Aiuto’s eatery) which might offer daily specials (during the Winter 2024 event they had seasonal
oden stew % 91 ). In Valley of Witches, you have three choices: The Flying Oven (a sit-down
restaurant, likely serving bakery items and local dishes), Guchokipanya Bakery (Kiki's bakery, selling
baked goods like the herring pie and cream cornet - ideal for quick bites) 24 , and Hotdog Stand
“Hot Tin Roof” for a quick snack on the go 92 . Mononoke Village has a rustic rest stop with limited
snacks (and sometimes that mochi workshop treat). There are also picnic areas if you bring your own
food (the park allows outside food in the picnic zones). One pro tip: Japanese convenience stores
(Konbini) like 7-Eleven or Lawson in Nagoya sell great pre-packaged lunches. Grabbing rice balls,
sandwiches, and drinks before heading to the park can save money and wait time, allowing you to
picnic under the trees. Just be sure to use trash bins or take garbage with you, as Japan is strict
about keeping parks clean. Also, stay hydrated - June can be humid. Carry a water bottle; there are
water fountains and some bottle refill spots in the park (and you can always buy themed bottled
drinks at gift shops as a souvenir). Finally, for parents in need of a pick-me-up: the Grand Warehouse
café serves decent coffee and even beer, so you can relax while teens roam the gift shop.


https://ghibli-park.jp/en/info/#:~:text=,25
https://ghibli-park.jp/en/ticket/#set-premium#:~:text=,Village%20and%20Valley%20of%20Witches
https://detail.chiebukuro.yahoo.co.jp/qa/question_detail/q11313759851#:~:text=%E5%A4%A7%E5%80%89%E5%BA%AB%E3%81%A0%E3%81%91%E6%99%82%E9%96%93%E6%8C%87%E5%AE%9A%E3%81%AA%E3%81%AE%E3%81%A7%20%E3%81%BE%E3%81%9A%E3%81%AF%E5%A4%A7%E5%80%89%E5%BA%AB%E3%81%8C%E3%81%84%E3%81%A4%E3%81%AE%E6%99%82%E9%96%93%E3%81%8B%E3%81%A7%E5%9B%9E%E3%82%8A%E6%96%B9%E3%82%82%E9%81%95%E3%81%A3%E3%81%A6%E3%81%8D%E3%81%BE%E3%81%99%E3%80%82%20%E3%81%8A%E6%98%BC%E3%81%94%E3%82%8D%E3%81%A8%E3%81%97%E3%81%A6%20%E6%9C%80%E5%88%9D%E3%81%AB%E4%BA%BA%E6%B0%97%E3%81%8C%E3%81%82%E3%82%8B%E9%AD%94%E5%A5%B3%E3%81%AE%E8%B0%B7%E3%81%B8%E8%A1%8C%E3%81%8D%E3%83%8F%E3%82%A6%E3%83%AB%E3%81%AE%E5%9F%8E%E3%81%A8%E3%81%8B%E3%82%AA%E3%82%AD%E3%83%8E%E9%82%B8%E3%80%81%E9%AD%94%E5%A5%B3%E3%81%AE%E5%AE%B6%E3%81%AA%E3%81%A9%E8%A6%8B%E3%81%A62%E6%99%82%E9%96%93%E3%81%BB%E3%81%A9%20%E5%A4%A7%E5%80%89%E5%BA%AB%E3%81%AE%E6%99%82%E9%96%93%E3%81%A7%E3%81%82%E3%82%8C%E3%81%B0%E5%A4%A7%E5%80%89%E5%BA%AB%E3%81%A7,%E6%AC%A1%E3%81%AF%E4%B8%80%E7%95%AA%E9%81%A0%E3%81%84%E3%81%A9%E3%82%93%E3%81%A9%E3%81%93%E6%A3%AE%E3%81%B8%20%E5%9C%92%E5%86%85%E3%83%90%E3%82%B9%E3%81%A8%E3%81%8B%E5%BE%92%E6%AD%A9%E3%81%A7%E3%82%82%20%E3%82%B5%E3%83%84%E3%82%AD%E3%81%A8%E3%83%A1%E3%82%A4%E3%81%AE%E5%AE%B6%E3%81%A8%E3%81%A9%E3%82%93%E3%81%A9%E3%81%93%E3%81%AE%E4%B8%98%E3%81%A7%E3%83%88%E3%83%88%E3%83%AD%E3%81%AE%E5%83%8F%E3%82%92%E8%A6%8B%E3%81%BE%E3%81%99%E3%80%82%20%E5%B8%B0%E3%82%8A%E3%82%82%E7%84%A1%E6%96%99%E3%81%AE%E5%9C%92%E5%86%85%E3%83%90%E3%82%B9%E3%81%8B%EF%BC%9F%E3%82%AB%E3%83%BC%E3%83%88%E3%82%BF%E3%82%A4%E3%83%97%E3%81%AE%E7%8C%AB%E3%83%90%E3%82%B9%E3%80%88%E6%9C%89%E6%96%99%E3%81%A7%E3%80%89%E3%81%A7%E3%82%82%E3%81%AE%E3%81%AE%E3%81%91%E3%81%AE%E9%87%8C%E3%81%B8%20%E6%9C%80%E5%BE%8C%E3%81%AF%E5%8C%97%E5%8F%A3%E3%81%AB%E4%B8%80%E7%95%AA%E8%BF%91%E3%81%84%E9%9D%92%E6%98%A5%E3%81%AE%E4%B8%98%E3%81%A7%E5%9C%B0%E7%90%83%E5%B1%8B%E3%81%B8%E5%85%A5%E3%82%8A%E3%81%BE%E3%81%99%E3%80%82
https://ghibli-park.jp/en/info/#:~:text=%2A%202024.11.06%20The%20first%20,regarding%20transportation%20disruptions
https://ghibli-park.jp/en/info/#:~:text=%2A%202024.11.06%20Winter,48
https://japancheapo.com/entertainment/ghibli-park-guide/#:~:text=It%E2%80%99s%20easily%20the%20biggest%20Ghibli,an%20extra%20%C2%A51%2C000%20to%20ride
https://japancheapo.com/entertainment/ghibli-park-guide/#:~:text=match%20at%20L532%20which%20has,making%20experience

Exclusive Attractions & Hidden Gems

Beyond the obvious highlights, both the museum and park hold unique features and secret touches that
can make your visit extra special:

+ Seasonal & Special Exhibitions: The Ghibli Museum has one room dedicated to changing exhibits,
which refresh every 6 months to a year. In June 2025, the museum is hosting “The Boy and the
Heron” Exhibit (Part 3: Background Art) 93 9 . This exhibition showcases hand-painted
background art from Hayao Miyazaki's latest film The Boy and the Heron (2023), giving a behind-the-
scenes look at how Ghibli creates its lush environments. It's supervised by Goro Miyazaki and runs
through November 2025 95 9% . Teens who enjoyed that film (or just love art) will find it fascinating
- you can see actual painted backdrops and learn how “the quality of a film is decided by the
background art,” as Miyazaki says 97 9 . Over the years, the museum’s special exhibits have
included topics like Ghibli's food scenes, the music of Ghibli, and technology used in animation.
These limited-time exhibits are often not widely publicized abroad, so catching one is a treat. Over at
Ghibli Park, Grand Warehouse houses its own rotating exhibit spaces % . In early 2025, for
example, they held a showcase of Toshio Suzuki's work and a collection of Ghibli production art.
Check the park’s official “What's New"” page before your visit to see if any special exhibitions or
events coincide with your trip. Sometimes, the park also decorates for seasons - e.g., winter
illuminations with lights and a Christmas touch 100 101 or summer festivals. While June is before
summer holidays, you might catch early Tanabata (Star Festival) decorations in early July. Keep your
eyes peeled for any limited-edition experiences!

Mamma Aiuto! - Rare Merchandise: The museum’s gift shop, named Mamma Aiuto (“Mama, help
me!"”) after the air pirates in Porco Rosso, is an attraction in itself. This shop is famously one of the
only places to buy certain Ghibli items. For example, the museum often sells exclusive film-strip
bookmarks made from real 35mm film frames - cut from Ghibli movie reels 102 . Each visitor's
museum entry ticket is actually a small piece of 35mm film containing a frame from a Ghibli movie
(which you get to keep as a unique souvenir!) 102, Teens might treasure that little strip of film as a
bookmark or memento. At the shop, you can find art books, original postcards, pins, and sometimes
museum-only plush toys or apparel. One hidden gem if you're a big spender: they occasionally have
replica storyboards or cells from the films (not originals, but high-quality reproductions) - pricey but
special. Ghibli Park, by virtue of size, has even more shopping. The Warehouse Shop in Grand
Warehouse carries a broad range of Ghibli merch (plushies, stationery, toys) 193 . But look out for
area-specific shops: in Valley of Witches, Witches’ Cave and Hatter’s Hat Shop sell Kiki- and Howl-
themed goods you won't find elsewhere 104 (think: Kiki's radio as a Bluetooth speaker, Howl's
moving castle models, and bakery-themed kitchenware). In Mononoke Village, you might find rustic
handcrafted items inspired by the film’s forest spirit motifs. A hidden gem for collectors: the park
sometimes releases limited-edition items in collaboration with brands (for instance, special figurines
or apparel) - these can sell out daily. If your teen is a Ghibli super-fan, consider giving them a
souvenir budget and let them hunt for a unique keepsake.

The Saturn Theater & Short Films: We mentioned the short films as a teen highlight, but it's worth
noting how exclusive this is. These shorts (such as Mei and the Baby Catbus, Mr. Dough and the Egg
Princess, etc.) can only be seen at the museum’s Saturn Theater or Ghibli Park's Cinema Orion 105 .
They are never broadcast or sold on DVD. This exclusivity is a deliberate “hidden treasure.” For
example, one short, “Boro the Caterpillar,” was directed by Hayao Miyazaki in 2018 and fans
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worldwide waited years for it - it's only at the museum. The Saturn Theater itself is an attraction: its
ceiling is painted like a blue sky with clouds and flower murals, and after a show, the curtains open
to let in real sunlight 106 107 - a bit of magic that surprises first-timers. A tip: the screening
schedule is posted in advance online 108, so you'll know which short is playing during your visit. If
you visit Ghibli Park's Cinema Orion in the Grand Warehouse, the experience is slightly different
(larger capacity theater ~170 seats 109 ). They sometimes coordinate the short film with exhibits -
e.g., if the museum is showing Mon Mon Water Spider in June, the park might show a different one
like Boro or House Hunting to spread out the exclusives 32 . Truly, watching these shorts is a hidden
gem of any Ghibli trip - make sure not to skip it because you can't get it back again!

Rooftop Garden & Secret Spots (Museum): The museum’s rooftop garden is small but magical.
Climb the narrow outdoor spiral staircase (or take the elevator hidden behind the Totoro ticket
booth) up to the roof. You'll find yourself in a tiny grassy garden inhabited by a 5-meter tall Robot
Soldier statue from Castle in the Sky - one of only two in the world (the other is at the Ghibli
Museum in Mitaka's sister museum in France). Teens love taking photos with this stoic iron giant.
Nearby is a cylindrical tower with a spiral staircase - inside it, a stained-glass inlay of the Laputa blue
crystal. Many visitors miss that you can peek inside the robot or find the engraved “Laputa” text
plaque hidden on the roof - try finding it! Back inside, a hidden gem exhibit is the “Beginning of
Movement” room on the ground floor, often overlooked in excitement to rush upstairs. It contains
simple but mesmerizing animation devices (spinning wheels, cut-out flipbooks) and includes a
display of Miyazaki’s original drawing desk with notes and sketches. For a teen interested in art,
seeing the master’s pencils and coffee mug preserved as if he just stepped away is inspiring.
Another secret: the Bathrooms! Even the museum'’s restrooms are artfully done - with Ghibli-
themed stained glass in the windows. Some female visitors note the ladies’ bathroom has a beautiful
glass featuring Ponyo and her sisters. So don't be shy to check out the facilities - they're part of the
experience!

Hidden Details in Ghibli Park: Ghibli Park was built to reward careful observers. For instance, in
Mononoke Village, you may notice tiny Kodama (tree spirits) peeking from the trees. In Valley of
Witches, there's a secret courtyard behind Okino's house (Kiki's parents’ home) where you can sit
on a bench and listen - you might hear Kiki's delivery broom swoosh sound if you're lucky. The World
Emporium in Hill of Youth is crammed with antiques; one of the clocks on the wall is set to 4:56 -
fans speculate it's a nod to Whisper of the Heart's Japanese title (“Mimi wo Sumaseba” can be pun-read
as numbers). Whether or not that's true, it's fun to invent theories. An exclusive attraction within the
park is Satsuki & Mei's House: it predates the park (built for Expo 2005) but now fully integrated.
Only a limited number of people can enter at once (Premium pass holders get automatic access;
others need to book that area specifically). It's a time capsule of 1950s Japan, and a hidden gem is
the stash of “corn” on the back porch - just like Mei leaves for her mother in the film. It's those
little faithful details that bring joy when you stumble on them. Lastly, something not widely
advertised: Ghibli Park occasionally has stamp rallies (they had one in spring 2025 110). Pick up a
stamp booklet at the entrance and collect unique ink stamps at each area - completing the rally
might earn a small prize. This is a fun activity for kids, but we saw plenty of teens (and adults!)
enthusiastically stamping their books - a neat scavenger hunt to ensure you explored everywhere.
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Cultural & Thematic Deep Dives

Studio Ghibli's films are not just entertainment; they carry profound themes and values that resonate
globally, especially with young people finding their way in the world. Here we'll dive into some recurring
themes - nature, pacifism, feminism, community - and explain how they appear in Ghibli's stories, in a
teen-friendly way. We'll also see how these themes are woven into the museum and park, reflecting
Japanese cultural values.

* Nature & Environmentalism: Ghibli movies often show a deep reverence for nature. Think of the
lush forests of Princess Mononoke, the giant camphor tree in My Neighbor Totoro, or the ocean in
Ponyo. The theme is that nature isn't just a backdrop - it's almost a character with its own spirit.
Miyazaki's films frequently pose a choice: live in harmony with nature or face consequences when it's
harmed. Princess Mononoke literally has a Deer God of the forest and kodama spirits, symbolizing
how alive the natural world is. For a teen today, this speaks to environmental awareness - long
before climate change was a hot topic, Ghibli was telling us to respect the earth. Japanese culture’s
influence: This ties to Shinto beliefs in Japan, where every forest, river, or rock can house a kami
(spirit). That cultural mindset is visible in Totoro (forest spirit befriending kids) and Spirited Away (the
river spirit that was polluted by garbage). At the museum, the building is integrated into Inokashira
Park's greenery; vines grow on the walls, and the rooftop garden blends into the sky - subtly
reinforcing that human creations and nature can coexist beautifully. Ghibli Park was built with the
same ethic: no trees removed, attractions “ensconced within leafy acreage” 111 112 Walking its trails,
you truly feel that nature envelops you - there are moments you don't see any buildings, just woods,
then suddenly a charming Ghibli structure appears as if grown there. This deliberate design echoes
the films' call for harmony with nature. It's a powerful message to teens that caring for the
environment is cool and even magical.

Pacifism & War’s Impact: Many Ghibli films carry anti-war or pacifist messages - though not in a
preachy way, but through emotionally charged stories. For instance, How!’s Moving Castle features a
“pointless and never explained war” raging in the background 3 , highlighting the absurdity of
conflict. Nausicad of the Valley of the Wind shows a heroine desperately trying to stop violent
retaliation between human kingdoms and giant insects, promoting understanding over destruction.
Grave of the Fireflies (though by Takahata, not Miyazaki) is a heartbreaking tale of siblings in WWII
that leaves an unforgettable anti-war impression. These films often have moments where characters
choose mercy or empathy instead of violence. Miyazaki, born soon after WWII, has said he despises
war; this belief permeates his work. In the museum and park: While they don't explicitly showcase
war artifacts (these are family venues after all), the theme appears indirectly. The museum’s design
encourages peaceful wonder, not adrenaline or aggression - you won't find anything like shooting
games or loud thrills. The quiet moments are intentional, almost a physical “pacifism” in
entertainment. Ghibli Park similarly lacks any competitive or combative element - no flashy ride
where you “fight” something. Instead, attractions like the Lady Eboshi’s Ironworks in Mononoke
Village let you reflect on history and coexistence. Japanese pacifist values (post-WWII Japan adopted
pacifism in its constitution) align with this, teaching that strength isn't in weapons but in heart and
community. For a teen, seeing these values woven subtly into fun attractions can be eye-opening - it
shows how even entertainment can stand for peace and empathy.

* Feminism & Strong Heroines: Ghibli is famous for its strong female characters. Unlike some
mainstream media, Ghibli films center on girls and women who are capable, brave, and complex -
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from Nausicaa, Kiki, San (Princess Mononoke), Chihiro (Spirited Away), to lesser-known ones like
Taeko (Only Yesterday). These characters often break stereotypes: they lead their narratives, make
tough decisions, and aren’t waiting for a prince to save them. For example, Kiki is a teen witch who
starts her own business and overcomes self-doubt; San (raised by wolves) literally fights for her
beliefs; Sheeta in Castle in the Sky holds a powerful heritage and chooses altruism over power. This
recurring theme of female empowerment has been inspirational for many fans (of all genders). A
teen girl visiting might feel especially validated seeing these heroines celebrated. Reflections in
museum/park: The museum’s exhibits often highlight the production of films like Nausicad or
Mononoke, naturally putting their female leads in the spotlight as icons. The current special exhibit
on The Boy and the Heron is supervised by Goro, but even that film had a young boy lead - still, the
way Miyazaki portrays him is gentle and non-macho. In Ghibli Park, the “Witches’ Valley” area is
effectively a tribute to the women of Ghibli: Kiki's home and bakery, items from Howl’s Moving Castle
(Sophie's hats, etc.). It's telling that they named it after the witches (female magic users) -
emphasizing those characters. Also note, some park activities are intentionally for kids
regardless of gender - e.g. the Catbus play area isn't “for boys or girls,” it's for anyone under 12 to
enjoy freely 113 . This inclusive approach aligns with Ghibli's feminism: everyone can partake in the
adventure. For Japanese culture, while traditional gender roles existed, modern Japan values images
of genki (spirited) girls - Ghibli played a part in popularizing that. Teens visiting these sites can sense
that girl power vibe in the air.

Community & Intergenerational Bonds: A softer theme but very present is the importance of
community, family, and unlikely friendships. Many Ghibli protagonists start alone or misunderstood
and then build bonds across differences: e.q. in Spirited Away, Chihiro works with strange spirit-world
beings and earns their respect; in Totoro, two sisters stick together and find friends in forest spirits;
in Porco Rosso, a jaded pilot learns to trust a young female engineer and his old buddies to help him.
The message is that empathy and cooperation enrich us. Also, Ghibli often portrays respect between
generations - kids and elderly characters form meaningful connections (Satsuki and Mei caring for
their mom and befriending Granny in Totoro, or Sheeta and the old miner in Laputa, etc.). This
resonates in Japan where respecting elders and valuing community harmony are key values. At the
attractions: The museum is designed as a place for “children and adults to experience together”
- Miyazaki wanted adults to feel childlike joy and kids to feel acknowledged. You'll see parents and
teens equally amazed by, say, the moving robot exhibit or the giant Totoro - it sparks conversations
and shared smiles. There’s also a literal community feel: the museum is in a neighborhood park,
blending with locals out for walks. Ghibli Park, being in the former Expo park, similarly blends with
local joggers and families - parts of the park remain free public space where local residents roam.
Inside Ghibli Park, some facilities require teamwork: one example is the Charcoal Grilled Gohei-
mochi workshop in Mononoke Village, where family members might grind and grill together 42

43 | Even the act of walking through the forest path from one area to another gives your family time
to bond away from city noise. In design details, you'll find benches and rest spots at scenic
viewpoints - encouraging families to sit and chat, not just rush. This communal spirit is very
Japanese - the idea that leisure is about togetherness, not just individual consumption. As a teen,
you might unexpectedly enjoy that aspect: maybe you and your parents reminisce about the first
time you watched Totoro together, while resting on a bench under a tree at Ghibli Park. These venues
facilitate those memory-making moments, which is part of their magic.

In summary, Studio Ghibli's themes aren't just academic ideas; they're living messages you can feel during
your visit. A teenager might come for the cool characters or fun scenes, but leave with a subtle
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understanding of why nature matters, why war is senseless, why girls can lead, and why community is
comforting. Japan's cultural DNA - the value of harmony (1), respect, and emotional sincerity - runs
through Ghibli's stories 3 114 and through these attractions. This makes a visit not only fun but quietly
meaningful. It's something that sets Ghibli Museum and Park apart: you come out not just entertained, but
maybe a bit wiser or more inspired, which is exactly Hayao Miyazaki's vision of an enriched experience 9 .

Beyond the Museum & Park: Ghibli-Adjacent Adventures

Your Ghibli pilgrimage doesn't have to end at the museum or park turnstiles. There are plenty of other
Ghibli-adjacent and anime-related experiences in both Tokyo and the Nagoya/Aichi region that can
round out a memorable trip for a teen (and the whole family). Here are some recommendations:

* Inokashira Park & Kichijoji (Tokyo): Right next to the Ghibli Museum is Inokashira Park, a beloved
local park around a picturesque pond. After your museum visit, take a stroll here - perhaps rent a
swan-shaped paddle boat (a popular date activity for Japanese teens, but equally fun for families)
and glide on the water. In June, the park is very green; you might catch early summer flowers. At the
park's southwest end is a small Inokashira Park Zoo, which has a quaint charm (home to a famous
old Asian elephant Hanako, until 2016, and now to various small animals). It's inexpensive and a nice
way to enjoy a leisurely hour, especially with younger siblings. When you head into Kichijoji (the
town just east of the park), you'll find a trendy yet laid-back neighborhood filled with youth-oriented
shops and cafes. Stop by Harmonica Yokocho, an alley of tiny eateries and stalls, for some yakitori
or taiyaki (fish-shaped pastries). Anime/manga fans should check out Book Off Bazaar (a multi-floor
store selling used books, manga, games) or Animate Kichijoji (for anime merchandise). And of
course, visit Donguri Kyowakoku (Ghibli merchandise store) in Kichijoji if you didn’t get enough at
the museum - they often carry general Ghibli goods like Totoro plushies, music boxes, stationery,
and some exclusive items like Totoro teapots. For a teen artist, Kichijoji even has some art supply
stores and hip fashion boutiques - a great place to explore Tokyo's youth culture beyond the
mainstream Shibuya scene. Finally, treat yourselves at Shiro-hige's Cream Puff Factory (Kichijoji
branch). This is a small cafe inside a shop called “Totoro’s Grandma’s house,” serving the famous
Totoro cream puffs in seasonal flavors (chocolate, custard, strawberry, etc.). They often sell out by
late afternoon, so go earlier if possible. Each puff has a little Totoro face with a leaf or hat indicating
flavor. It's almost too adorable to eat - but delicious!

Anime & Art in Tokyo: If your family’s enthusiasm for animation is still high, Tokyo offers more. A
fantastic follow-up to Ghibli Museum is the Fujiko F. Fujio Museum (Doraemon Museum) in
Kawasaki (about 1 hour from Mitaka or from central Tokyo). It requires advance tickets too, but is a
fun, interactive place dedicated to the creator of Doraemon - with original drawings and a lovely
outdoor playground with Doraemon statues. It's very family-friendly and many exhibits have English
guidance. Another spot: the Suginami Animation Museum (in Ogikubo, Tokyo) - free entry, it
provides a history of Japanese anime and even hands-on stations to try voice acting or animation
drawing. It's smaller but a neat educational stop for a teen interested in how anime is made. For
shopping, Akihabara is the mecca of anime goods - while it's more focused on electronics and
modern otaku culture, you'll find Ghibli items at the Tokyo Character Street (in Tokyo Station
underground mall) or the Jump Shop (if into Shonen Jump series). Nakano Broadway (Nakano
Station) is also a treasure trove of vintage anime merchandise and quirky shops selling figurines,
posters, and second-hand collectibles - a teen could spend hours hunting for cool finds there
(Mandarake, a famous secondhand anime store, has multiple specialty branches inside Nakano
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Broadway). Additionally, for something artsy: teamLab Planets Tokyo (in Toyosu) is an immersive
digital art exhibit with interactive light and water installations. Not Ghibli-related, but many Ghibli
fans appreciate art and creativity in general, and teamLab’s exhibit feels like walking through a
dream - teens love the Instagrammable scenes. Reservations required and you walk barefoot in
water in parts, so plan accordingly.

Ghibli in Nagoya & Aichi: Around Nagoya, Ghibli Park is the main draw, but there are nearby
attractions to complement it. In Nagoya city, drop by the Donguri Republic store in JR Nagoya
Station’s shopping mall (Takashimaya Gate Tower Mall) 115 . It's a big official Ghibli shop; even the
storefront with a big Totoro may be fun to see. If your teen is into other anime or pop culture, head
to Osu Shopping District - a historic arcade area that has become a hub for electronics and anime
shops (like a mini Akihabara). Osu has shops selling model kits, cosplay costumes, retro games, and
more. One shop, Mandarake Nagoya, specializes in rare secondhand comics and figures. Osu is
also great for street food (try miso katsu skewers or sweet potato fries). For a dose of science and
tech (aligning with Ghibli's imaginative machinery like flying machines), the Nagoya City Science
Museum is excellent - it has one of the world's largest planetariums (which could tie in nicely if you
recall the starry night scenes of Ghibli films). If you have an extra day in Aichi and want a unique
experience, consider visiting Meiji Mura (Meiji Era Village) in Inuyama, about 1 hour from Nagoya.
It's an open-air architectural museum showecasing historic Japanese buildings from the late 1800s/
early 1900s. Why relevant? Hayao Miyazaki and Ghibli artists have visited Meiji Mura for inspiration
(Miyazaki is known to be an architecture buff). Wandering its old streets and riding its streetcar feels
like stepping into the past - reminiscent of scenes from Spirited Away or Porco Rosso. Teens who like
history or vintage aesthetics might surprisingly enjoy it. Lastly, Nagoya has a few excellent art
museums if the teen is an art student - the Aichi Prefectural Museum of Art sometimes hosts
manga/anime-related exhibitions (check their summer schedule). And if anyone is a big Miyazaki fan,
try to find the “Clock of the Whimsical Castle” (ZEXADIHDEKFET) in Nagoya's Oasis 21 mall - it's a
large clock with Ghibli-esque moving parts that plays music at certain times. Not as grand as the
Miyazaki clock in Tokyo, but a fun quick stop.

Souvenirs & Creative Keepsakes: Encourage your teen (and family) to collect or create some
souvenirs beyond the typical. For example, make use of stamp stations - Japan loves stamp
collecting at tourist sites. Both the museum and park have unique ink stamps (the museum’s stamp
might be found near the exit or information desk - in 2021 it was a Totoro stamp). Bring a notebook
or use the pamphlet to stamp these; they make a nice scrapbook addition. The Ghibli Park stamp
rally (if running) could yield a certificate or sticker at the end - a cool free souvenir 110 . Another
idea: if your teen likes drawing or journaling, have them bring a travel journal. They can sketch a
favorite scene (many benches in Ghibli Park make for a peaceful sketching spot - maybe drawing the
view of the World Emporium or a pirate ship display). The act of journaling will help them remember
details. If they enjoy photography, you might set a mini photo challenge: for instance, “Capture 5
details that felt Ghibli-esque” - like a beautiful tree, a smile on a visitor's face, a reflection in a
pond. These can be compiled into a digital album or printed. As for buying souvenirs: beyond Ghibli
official merch, think of getting something from local crafts. In Tokyo's Ghibli Museum area, there are
sometimes street vendors on weekends selling Ghibli fan art or pins (unofficial but charming). In
Aichi, look for Minoyaki ceramics or local textiles that could remind you of your trip (not Ghibli-
branded, but part of experiencing Japan). Every time you use that Totoro mug or see that forest
postcard, it'll bring back memories of the trip.
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Planning Checklist & Recommendations

Before you set off on this Ghibli adventure, use this handy checklist to ensure a family-friendly, hassle-free
trip:

* Tickets & Booking:

* Reserve Ghibli Museum tickets on the 10th (one month prior) at 10 AM JST 48 . Have an account on
Lawson Ticket ready. Print out confirmation email.

+ Reserve Ghibli Park tickets on the 10th (two months prior) at 2 PM JST 52 . Decide which pass
(Premium vs Standard vs specific areas) suits your schedule and budget. Book via Lawson or Klook.
Save QR codes or print tickets.

* Book any other time-entry tickets: Fujiko F. Fujio Museum (if going, via Lawson), teamLab,
Shinkansen seats (if you want reserved).

* Arrange accommodations and transport between Tokyo<*Nagoya (if doing both). A JR Shinkansen
ticket or JR Pass if doing multi-city travel. Consider staying near Mitaka for museum day, and near
Nagoya station for park day to ease transit.

* Packing Essentials:

« Comfortable footwear: You will walk a lot. Sneakers or well-broken-in walking shoes for everyone
(including the style-conscious teen - assure them Totoro sneakers are cooler than blisters!).

+ Weather gear: June = unpredictable rain + humidity. Pack compact umbrellas or disposable rain
ponchos for sudden showers. A small hand towel or handkerchief (common in Japan) to wipe sweat
or rain. Sunscreen and a hat for sun, as UV can be strong when it's not raining.

« Water bottle: Staying hydrated is key. Bring a reusable bottle to refill; both sites have vending
machines and water fountains. Having your own saves money and plastic waste.

» Cash and coins: Some smaller vendors (like the Inokashira Park snack kiosk or rural souvenir stands
in Aichi) might be cash-only. Also, Ghibli Park’s vending machines and coin lockers will need 100 yen
coins. Have a coin purse handy.

+ Portable charger: Teens will likely be snapping photos, maybe posting to social media on the go. A
charged phone is also crucial for e-tickets, navigation, and translation. Bring a power bank to
recharge devices mid-day. (Also consider pocket Wi-Fi or a SIM card if you need constant internet
access for the family’s phones.)

+ Light bag or daypack: Carry a small backpack or tote for the day with your essentials. You might
accumulate souvenirs; a foldable shopping bag can help carry them. Ghibli Museum has coin lockers
(refundable ¥100 coin) for small bags, and Ghibli Park similarly has lockers at entrances - use them if
you have heavy items.

* Miscellaneous: Tissues (some restrooms might not have paper towels), hand sanitizer, any needed
meds (motion sickness meds if anyone doesn't handle trains/buses well, just in case). If you have
Ghibli-themed apparel, why not wear it? You'll be in good company with other fans.

* Apps & Digital Tools:
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* Navigation: Download Google Maps (works well in Japan for transit) or Navitime Japan for detailed
train routes. Hyperdia was phased out, but Google or Navitime will show you connecting trains and
times (e.g., Mitaka to Shinjuku, or Nagoya to Ghibli Park route).

* Translation: Install Google Translate and download offline Japanese. Its camera feature can
translate signs or menus on the fly - handy if a museum sign is only in Japanese (though Ghibli
Museum provides English pamphlets, and many signs are bilingual at both sites).

« Official Info: Bookmark the Ghibli Museum website and Ghibli Park website FAQs. Also, follow
their official Twitter/X accounts (@GhibliML for museum, @ghibliparkjp for park) - they post live
updates like today's crowd levels, any temporary closures, or tips. For example, the park’s account
will remind you of that June maintenance closure and special events.

* Language Help: Although major tourist spots have English-speaking staff, it's useful to have
Yomiwa or similar to decipher written Japanese, and TAKOBOTO (a dictionary app) if your teen is
studying Japanese and wants to pick out words on signs.

* Cashless Pay: Many places in Japan now accept IC cards (Suica/Pasmo) or credit cards, but have an
app like PayPay or Line Pay if you have a local connection, some vendors accept those too. Not
mandatory, but can be useful.

* Creative & Engaging Activities:

+ Journaling/Sketching: Encourage the teen to document the trip creatively. Pack a small sketchbook
or diary. They can doodle Totoro on the train, write a few lines each day about what they loved, or
even collect pressed flowers (inokashira park has some clovers and wildflowers that fall). This not
only creates a wonderful keepsake, but also gives a mindful break each day to absorb everything.

* Photography project: If the teen is into photography or videography, you could make a family
project: e.g., film 1-second clips throughout the trip and compile a short film later (very apropos
after seeing the short films!). Or do a photo theme like “Ghibli colors” capturing the vibrant hues of
buildings, sky, and nature you encounter.

+ Postcard mission: Buy Ghibli-themed postcards (available at museum shop and park shops). Have
your teen write one to a friend (or to their future self) about the experience and mail it from Japan.
The Ghibli Museum’s gift shop sells exclusive postcards and there's a post box right outside the
museum - a cool way to send a piece of Ghibli magic abroad. For family not on the trip, a
handwritten note from the teen about what they found inspiring could be a heartwarming surprise.

* Map Challenge: Get maps/brochures at each site (they are beautifully illustrated). Challenge the
teen to navigate using the paper map at Ghibli Park rather than just Google Maps - it can be fun to
orienteer and find the next area by landmarks (like “turn left at the giant Totoro sign”). It gives a
sense of adventure and self-reliance.

« Cosplay Lite: This might be silly or fun - some teens enjoy a bit of cosplay. Without going full
costume (which might not be allowed on entry), you can Disneybound/Ghibli-bound: wear outfits
inspired by characters (e.g., a red bow for Kiki, or a Jiji cat-ear headband, which they do sell at the
museum). Taking pictures in character poses can be a blast. Even Mom or Dad might put on a soot
sprite T-shirt. It sets a playful tone and makes the teen feel this is not just any tourist stop, but their
special fandom experience.

* Health & Safety:
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+ Japan is very safe, but in crowded tourist spots keep an eye on personal belongings. Have a meeting
point in case anyone gets separated (especially at Ghibli Park which is large - “If lost, meet at the
Robot Soldier statue at Grand Warehouse entrance” for example).

* Summer heat in Japan can creep up - June is mild to hot (Tokyo avg 25°C/77°F midday). Pace
yourselves, use sunscreen, and take breaks. Both locations have nursing rooms and first aid if
needed - check the map if traveling with younger kids.

« COVID-19 (as of 2025) protocols might still exist in some form. Carry masks as some indoor theaters
or crowded exhibits might encourage them. Hand sanitizer stations are available widely (Japan was
big on hygiene even pre-pandemic).

* Respect rules: No photography inside the museum, and no touching exhibits unless it's clearly
allowed (the staff will gently remind if needed - listen to the kind docents). At the park, some sets are
touchable (like you can sit in the Catbus) and some are not (signs or staff will indicate). Following
these ensures everyone can enjoy the attractions equally.

With these plans and preparations, you're set for an amazing journey into the world of Ghibli with your
family!

Insights & Future Outlook

The Ghibli Museum and Ghibli Park are not static - they evolve with new additions and respond to fan
enthusiasm. Here are some insights into what's new in 2025 and what the future might hold, drawn from
expert commentary and official updates:

* Ghibli Museum Updates: Over two decades old, the Mitaka museum keeps things fresh by rotating
exhibits and maintaining the facility. There was a major renovation in 2020-2021 (during pandemic
closures) to refurbish the building and exhibits. Looking ahead, the museum will likely continue to
celebrate new Studio Ghibli works; for instance, when Hayao Miyazaki releases another film (one
never knows - he came out of retirement for The Boy and the Heron), expect a special exhibition to
follow. Expert commentary: Dave Herpel, a Ghibli researcher, noted that the museum serves as “a
time capsule of Ghibli's artistry, but also a living gallery that updates as the studio creates new
history” (source: BFI Sight & Sound interview) - meaning it honors classics like Totoro but also
embraces modern works. The museum’s future likely involves more integration of technology in
exhibits (without spoiling the analog charm). For example, there's chatter about possibly using AR
(augmented reality) in some rooms to let visitors see hidden animations via a tablet - the museum
staff have experimented with this for crowd control by showing queue info via AR. While nothing
official yet, it wouldn’t be surprising if a few years down the line you get a “Ghibli Museum app” to
enhance exploration. However, Miyazaki's ethos is hands-on and low-tech (he famously said he
dislikes over-reliance on computers in animation), so any tech will be tastefully blended. The
museum will also continue its strict ticketing to prevent overcrowding - a policy that has earned it
praise as “an oasis where you can experience art at your own pace” 4 . In terms of expansion,
the museum is on a small footprint and cannot physically grow much; instead, Ghibli built the park in
Aichi to extend the experience.

Ghibli Park’s Growth: Ghibli Park is brand-new and still rolling out its full vision. As of summer 2025,
all five main areas are open, but there is room for adding attractions within them. The Mononoke
Village currently has the Tatara Ironworks and some forest ambience - there's talk in fan
communities that a “Night Walk” projection show might be added there (imagine the forest spirits
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glowing at night). The park just tested extended evening hours in August 2025 for the first time 87 ,
which hints they may introduce more nighttime experiences if successful. Also, Ghibli Park’s
leadership (Goro Miyazaki and team) have indicated they intentionally opened with no
commercialized rides to gauge reactions, but they're open to adding small rides or interactive
elements if fans want them 24 116 . Already, Valley of Witches features two rides (a modest Ferris
wheel-style elevator and the carousel). Goro Miyazaki mentioned in a New York Times interview that
they considered a self-propelled glider ride (inspired by Nausicad's mehve glider) but shelved it to
keep the park quiet; it could be revisited if they find a way to make it eco-friendly and unobtrusive.
New attractions in development: As of early 2025, a notable upcoming attraction is the Cat
Returns Playground near Mononoke Village - a free public playground area with Baron'’s cat bureau
and a giant cat statue - it's said to open by late 2025 117 118 _ This will allow even those without park
tickets (in the free zone of Expo Park) to enjoy a bit of Ghibli fun. Additionally, the park is
collaborating with other local cultural sites: they recently announced a combined ticket with the
Aichi Museum of Flight and Ghibli Park 119 . This hints at Ghibli Park possibly hosting temporary
exhibits that tie in with local themes (e.g., if there's a transportation festival, maybe a Porco Rosso
plane exhibit could pop up).

Expert & Visitor Commentary: Early visitor reviews of Ghibli Park have been largely positive, but
with some noting it's “not a traditional theme park.” A TripAdvisor reviewer summarized, “There
won't be any thrilling rides... You are there because you want to step into the world of
Ghibli” 120 . This initial skepticism (from those expecting Disneyland) has given way to appreciation
of the park's uniqueness. Many teens and young adults appreciate that it's “an immersive
experience in the world of Studio Ghibli films” rather than a commercial carnival 121 . Industry
experts have lauded it as a new model: The Surface magazine called it “an anti-Disney oasis” that
prioritizes authenticity 11" . However, constructive feedback includes calls for more multilingual
signage and more activities for very young children (some areas like Hill of Youth are more adult-
oriented by design 122). The park is listening: they added more English signs by late 2023 and have
clearly marked which attractions are for kids under 12 (to avoid disappointments when teens find
they can't climb the Totoro statue, etc.) 123.

Cultural Impact: Both the museum and park have become pilgrimage sites for Ghibli fans
worldwide, and their success reflects the global love for Ghibli. With Miyazaki (age 84 in 2025) still
creating, Studio Ghibli's story continues. Ghibli Park was in fact partly driven by Hayao Miyazaki's
desire to “let children feel the physical reality of film worlds - the wind, the sunlight” according
to a 2019 NHK special. This vision is now reality, and as time goes on, expect these venues to
integrate new Ghibli creations. For instance, The Boy and the Heron content is already in the museum;
if Ghibli releases another film in a couple of years, Ghibli Park might eventually add something for it
(maybe a new section or an overlay in Grand Warehouse). Some rumors (take with a grain of salt!) in
fan circles dream of a Howl's Moving Castle life-size moving attraction or a Spirited Away
bathhouse area. While nothing official, it's fun to imagine - the park certainly has space to expand if
they ever collaborate with the Expo park to use more land.

Sustainability and Long-Term Plans: A unique aspect is how these attractions will age. Ghibli
Museum has deliberately kept itself small-scale and ticket-limited to preserve quality; it will likely
continue that way for the next 20+ years with maintenance and minor tweaks. Ghibli Park, being
outdoors, will mature - trees will grow taller, landscapes might change with seasons. There's a plan
to possibly plant more flowers and make it almost like a botanical garden in parts. Also, the park’s
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management mentioned they will rotate props in and out of the Grand Warehouse to keep it fresh
(so a photo spot could be replaced by a new movie's scene in the future). Long-term, one can
envision Goro Miyazaki (in his 50s now) taking full charge as Hayao eventually steps back, possibly
bringing in new ideas - maybe integrating stories from newer directors at Studio Ghibli (like Gord's
own Earwig and the Witch might see representation).

For now, in 2025, you are visiting at a wonderful time: the museum is as charming as ever with a
contemporary exhibit, and the park is brand new and complete. Enjoy them knowing they are the product
of decades of passion. And in the spirit of Ghibli's forward-looking optimism, you can be sure these places
will keep enchanting visitors for years to come, continually “making you feel more enriched when you

leave t

han when you entered” ° - exactly as Miyazaki intended.

Prompt Used for Query

Create a deep research report on how to make the most of a visit to the Studio
Ghibli Museum and Ghibli Park in Japan during summer (June 2025), specifically
from the perspective of a teenager traveling with family. The report should be
well-organized, formatted with clear headers, and include charts, tables, or
visual elements where helpful. Use both English and translated Japanese sources
for richer tourist insights. Prices should be listed in both Japanese yen and
usD.

The report should include:

1. Overview & History: A brief history of Studio Ghibli, the origins of the
Ghibli Museum in Mitaka, and the development of Ghibli Park in Aichi. Emphasize
Hayao Miyazaki's vision and Ghibli's cultural importance in Japan.

2. Teen-Centered Experiences: Highlight aspects of the museum and park that
would engage teenagers—such as hands-on exhibits, animation inspiration, hidden
easter eggs, short films, and interactive areas.

3. Family Travel Tips:
- How to buy tickets and when to plan ahead (for both Museum and Park)
- Best times to visit to avoid crowds in June
- Transportation details from Tokyo to the Museum and from Nagoya to the Park
- Suggested one- and two-day itineraries
- Food and rest options onsite or nearby

4. Exclusive Attractions & Hidden Gems: Unique features not widely publicized,
such as seasonal exhibits, rare merchandise at the Mamma Aiuto shop, Saturn

Theater films, rooftop gardens, stained glass, and architecture.

5. Cultural & Thematic Deep Dives: Explain Studio Ghibli’s recurring themes
(nature, pacifism, feminism, community) in a teen-friendly way, how they are
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reflected in the museum and park, and how Japanese values influence the studio’s
storytelling.

6. Beyond the Museum: Recommend Ghibli-adjacent experiences such as Inokashira
Park and Kichijoji cafes, anime/art stores or exhibits in Tokyo and Nagoya, and
related day trips or souvenirs for anime fans or creative teens.

7. Planning Checklist & Recommendations: Include a family-friendly packing
checklist, essential apps, ticket booking tools, and journaling or creative
activities to make the visit memorable.

8. Insights & Future Outlook: Summarize upcoming changes or renovations to the
Museum or Park, expert or visitor commentary on their evolution, and new
attractions in development.

9. Prompt Used for Query: Include the exact prompt that was used to generate
this report.

Ensure the report is written in clear English, with references and links to
official or reputable sources where possible.

Sources: Ghibli Museum Official Site 57 48 ; Ghibli Park Official Site 54 56 ; Japan Cheapo (Ghibli Park
Guide) 27 24 ; Oxford Blue (Studio Ghibli legacy) 3 ; Amherst Wire 114; Surface Mag """ 26 ; Yahoo
Chiebukuro (Japan) 8 ; Bokksu Blog 8 10 ; Wikipedia 9 16 ; and more as cited throughout the report.
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