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Home Geography & Travel Countries of the World Audio File: National anthem of Japan Category: Geography & Travel Head Of Government: Prime Minister: Fumio Kishida Capital: Tokyo Population: (2023 est.) 124,285,000 Currency Exchange Rate: 1 USD equals 149.999 Japanese yen Form Of Government: constitutional monarchy with a national
Diet consisting of two legislative houses (House of Councillors [242]; House of Representatives [475]) Japan, island country lying off the east coast of Asia. It consists of a great string of islands in a northeast-southwest arc that stretches for approximately 1,500 miles (2,400 km) through the western North Pacific Ocean. Nearly the entire land area is
taken up by the country’s four main islands; from north to south these are Hokkaido (Hokkaido), Honshu (Honshu), Shikoku, and Kyushu (Kyusht). Honshu is the largest of the four, followed in size by Hokkaido, Kyushu, and Shikoku. pivibututagole In addition, there are numerous smaller islands, the major groups of which are the Ryukyu (Nansei)
Islands (including the island of Okinawa) to the south and west of Kyushu and the Izu, Bonin (Ogasawara), and Volcano (Kazan) islands to the south and east of central Honshu. The national capital, Tokyo (Tokyo), in east-central Honshu, is one of the world’s most populous cities.The Japanese landscape is rugged, with more than four-fifths of the land
surface consisting of mountains. There are many active and dormant volcanoes, including Mount Fuji (Fuji-san), which, at an elevation of 12,388 feet (3,776 metres), is Japan’s highest mountain. Abundant precipitation and the generally mild temperatures throughout most of the country have produced a lush vegetation cover and, despite the
mountainous terrain and generally poor soils, have made it possible to raise a variety of crops. pabe
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A characteristic sensitivity to natural beauty and a concern with form and balance are evident in such cities as Kyoto and Nara, as well as in Japan’s ubiquitous gardens. Even in the countryside, however, the impact of rapid Westernization is evident in many aspects of Japanese life. The agricultural regions are characterized by low population
densities and well-ordered rice fields and fruit orchards, whereas the industrial and urbanized belt along the Pacific coast of Honshu is noted for its highly concentrated population, heavy industrialization, and environmental pollution.Humans have occupied Japan for tens of thousands of years, but Japan’s recorded history begins only in the 1st
century bce, with mention in Chinese sources. Contact with China and Korea in the early centuries ce brought profound changes to Japan, including the Chinese writing system, Buddhism, and many artistic forms from the continent. The first steps at political unification of the country occurred in the late 4th and early 5th centuries ce under the
Yamato court. A great civilization then developed first at Nara in the 8th century and then at Heian-kyo (now Kyoto) from the late 8th to the late 12th century. The seven centuries thereafter were a period of domination by military rulers culminating in near isolation from the outside world from the early 17th to the mid-19th century. The reopening of
the country ushered in contact with the West and a time of unprecedented change. Japan sought to become a modern industrialized nation and pursued the acquisition of a large overseas empire, initially in Korea and China. By late 1941 this latter policy caused direct confrontation with the United States and its allies and to defeat in World War II
(1939-45). Since the war, however, Japan’s spectacular economic growth—one of the greatest of any nation in that period—brought the country to the forefront of the world economy. tuwagu

It now is one of the world’s foremost manufacturing countries and traders of goods and is a global financial leader. Akira Watanabe Gil Latz Japan is bounded to the west by the Sea of Japan (East Sea), which separates it from the eastern shores of South and North Korea and southeastern Siberia (Russia); to the north by La Perouse (Soya) Strait,
separating it from Russian-held Sakhalin Island, and by the Sea of Okhotsk; to the northeast by the southern Kuril Islands (since World War II under Soviet and then Russian administration); to the east and south by the Pacific; and to the southwest by the East China Sea, which separates it from China. The island of Tsushima lies between
northwestern Kyushu and southeastern South Korea and defines the Korea Strait on the Korean side and the Tsushima Strait on the Japanese side. Get a Britannica Premium subscription and gain access to exclusive content. Subscribe Now The mountainous character of the country is the outcome of orogenic (mountain-building) forces largely during
Quaternary time (roughly, the past 2.6 million years), as evidenced by the frequent occurrence of violent earthquakes, volcanic activity, and signs of change in sea levels along the coast. There are no sizable structural plains and peneplains (large land areas leveled by erosion), features that usually occur in more stable regions of the Earth. The
mountains are for the most part in a youthful stage of dissection in which steep slopes are incised by dense river-valley networks. Rivers are mostly torrential, and their valleys are accompanied by series of river terraces that are the result of movements in the Earth’s crust, as well as climatic and sea-level changes in Holocene times (i.e., the past
11,700 years). Recent volcanoes are juxtaposed with old and highly dissected ones. The shores are characterized by elevated and depressed features such as headlands and bays, which display an incipient stage of development. The mountains are divided into many small land blocks that are separated by lowlands or deep saddles; there is no long or
continuous mountain range. These land blocks are the result of intense faulting (movement of adjacent rock masses along a fracture) and warping (bending of the Earth’s crust); the former process is regarded as dominant. One consequence is that mountain blocks are often bounded by fault scarps and flexure slopes that descend in step formation to
the adjacent lowlands. Coalescing alluvial fans—cone-shaped deposits of alluvium that run together—are formed where rivers emerge from the mountains. When the rivers are large enough to extend their courses to the sea, low deltaic plains develop in front of the fans; this occurs most frequently where the rivers empty into shallow and sheltered
bays, as in the deltas of Kanto (Kwanto), Nobi, and Osaka.
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Tension between old and new is apparent in all phases of Japanese life. jupide A characteristic sensitivity to natural beauty and a concern with form and balance are evident in such cities as Kyoto and Nara, as well as in Japan’s ubiquitous gardens. Even in the countryside, however, the impact of rapid Westernization is evident in many aspects of
Japanese life. The agricultural regions are characterized by low population densities and well-ordered rice fields and fruit orchards, whereas the industrial and urbanized belt along the Pacific coast of Honshu is noted for its highly concentrated population, heavy industrialization, and environmental pollution.Humans have occupied Japan for tens of
thousands of years, but Japan’s recorded history begins only in the 1st century bce, with mention in Chinese sources. johuwacoderuno Contact with China and Korea in the early centuries ce brought profound changes to Japan, including the Chinese writing system, Buddhism, and many artistic forms from the continent.
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Japan has a large and, to a great extent, ethnically homogeneous population, which is heavily concentrated in the low-lying areas along the Pacific coast of Honshu.Complexity and contrast are the keynotes of life in Japan—a country possessing an intricate and ancient cultural tradition yet one that, since 1950, has emerged as one of the world’s most
economically and technologically advanced societies.

Heavy emphasis is placed on education, and Japan is one of the world’s most literate countries. Tension between old and new is apparent in all phases of Japanese life. A characteristic sensitivity to natural beauty and a concern with form and balance are evident in such cities as Kyoto and Nara, as well as in Japan’s ubiquitous gardens. Even in the
countryside, however, the impact of rapid Westernization is evident in many aspects of Japanese life. The agricultural regions are characterized by low population densities and well-ordered rice fields and fruit orchards, whereas the industrial and urbanized belt along the Pacific coast of Honshu is noted for its highly concentrated population, heavy
industrialization, and environmental pollution.Humans have occupied Japan for tens of thousands of years, but Japan’s recorded history begins only in the 1st century bce, with mention in Chinese sources. Contact with China and Korea in the early centuries ce brought profound changes to Japan, including the Chinese writing system, Buddhism, and
many artistic forms from the continent. The first steps at political unification of the country occurred in the late 4th and early 5th centuries ce under the Yamato court. A great civilization then developed first at Nara in the 8th century and then at Heian-kyo (now Kyoto) from the late 8th to the late 12th century. The seven centuries thereafter were a
period of domination by military rulers culminating in near isolation from the outside world from the early 17th to the mid-19th century. The reopening of the country ushered in contact with the West and a time of unprecedented change. Japan sought to become a modern industrialized nation and pursued the acquisition of a large overseas empire,
initially in Korea and China. By late 1941 this latter policy caused direct confrontation with the United States and its allies and to defeat in World War II (1939-45). Since the war, however, Japan’s spectacular economic growth—one of the greatest of any nation in that period—brought the country to the forefront of the world economy. It now is one of
the world’s foremost manufacturing countries and traders of goods and is a global financial leader. Akira Watanabe Gil Latz Japan is bounded to the west by the Sea of Japan (East Sea), which separates it from the eastern shores of South and North Korea and southeastern Siberia (Russia); to the north by La Perouse (Soya) Strait, separating it from
Russian-held Sakhalin Island, and by the Sea of Okhotsk; to the northeast by the southern Kuril Islands (since World War IT under Soviet and then Russian administration); to the east and south by the Pacific; and to the southwest by the East China Sea, which separates it from China. The island of Tsushima lies between northwestern Kyushu and
southeastern South Korea and defines the Korea Strait on the Korean side and the Tsushima Strait on the Japanese side. Get a Britannica Premium subscription and gain access to exclusive content. Subscribe Now The mountainous character of the country is the outcome of orogenic (mountain-building) forces largely during Quaternary time (roughly,
the past 2.6 million years), as evidenced by the frequent occurrence of violent earthquakes, volcanic activity, and signs of change in sea levels along the coast. There are no sizable structural plains and peneplains (large land areas leveled by erosion), features that usually occur in more stable regions of the Earth. The mountains are for the most part
in a youthful stage of dissection in which steep slopes are incised by dense river-valley networks. Rivers are mostly torrential, and their valleys are accompanied by series of river terraces that are the result of movements in the Earth’s crust, as well as climatic and sea-level changes in Holocene times (i.e., the past 11,700 years). Recent volcanoes are
juxtaposed with old and highly dissected ones. The shores are characterized by elevated and depressed features such as headlands and bays, which display an incipient stage of development. nuro The mountains are divided into many small land blocks that are separated by lowlands or deep saddles; there is no long or continuous mountain range.
These land blocks are the result of intense faulting (movement of adjacent rock masses along a fracture) and warping (bending of the Earth’s crust); the former process is regarded as dominant. One consequence is that mountain blocks are often bounded by fault scarps and flexure slopes that descend in step formation to the adjacent lowlands.
Coalescing alluvial fans—cone-shaped deposits of alluvium that run together—are formed where rivers emerge from the mountains. When the rivers are large enough to extend their courses to the sea, low deltaic plains develop in front of the fans; this occurs most frequently where the rivers empty into shallow and sheltered bays, as in the deltas of
Kanto (Kwanto), Nobi, and Osaka. In most places, however, fan surfaces plunge directly into the sea and are separated by low, sandy beach ridges. Dissected plains are common. Intense disturbances have caused many former alluvial fans, deltas, and sea bottoms to be substantially uplifted to form flat-topped uplands such as those found in the Kanto
Plain. Frequently the uplands have been overlain with volcanic ash, as in the Kanto and Tokachi plains. For a general history of the encyclopedia, see Encyclopedia. This article needs additional citations for verification. hihiceyenesise Please help improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and
removed.Find sources: "Japanese encyclopedias" - news - newspapers - books - scholar - JSTOR (December 2016) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) In Japanese, encyclopedias are known as hyakka jiten (B&Z#), which literally means "book of a hundred subjects," and can trace their origins to the early Heian period, in the ninth
century. Encyclopedic works were published in Japan for well over a thousand years before Japan's first modern encyclopedias were published after Japan's opening to the West, during the Meiji Period (1868-1912). Several encyclopedias have been published in Japan since World War II, including several children's encyclopedias, and two major titles
are currently available: the Encyclopedia Nipponica, published by Shogakukan, and the Sekai Dai-Hyakka Jiten, compiled by the Heibonsha publishing company. A Japanese Wikipedia is also available. History The antecedents of the modern Japanese encyclopedia date from the ancient period and the Middle Ages. Encyclopedic books were imported
from China from an early date, but the first proto-encyclopedia produced in Japan was the 1000-scroll Hifuryaku (F#:fF#%), compiled in 831 upon the emperor's orders by Shigeno no Sadanushi (/%% £=) and others, only fragments of which survive today. The first truly Japanese-style encyclopedia is said to be Minamoto no Shitago's 10-scroll work,
Wamyo Ruijusho, which was written in the ancient Japanese syllabary system of man'yogana and contained entries arranged by category. During the 13th century, an 11-scroll book appeared on the origins of things, Chiribukuro (Eg4¥) (literally, “rubbish bag”), and its innovative question-and-answer format was much imitated throughout the medieval
period. In the 17th century, the Sancai Tuhui (=4 [X<; Sansai Zue in Japanese) (literally, "illustrated book of the 'Three Powers,' i.e., heaven, earth, and man"), a 14-part, 106-scroll illustrated encyclopedia published in Ming China in 1609, entered Japan. In 1712, emulating the Sancai Tuhui, Terajima Ryoan published the Wakan Sansai Zue (Flj&=7
£) ("illustrated book of the three powers in Japan and China"), the first Japanese illustrated encyclopedia. Written in classical Chinese (the language of scholarship throughout East Asia at the time), the book reflected the outlook of its day with such fantastical entries as "The Country of the Immortals" (4~3t[&E, fushi koku) and "The Land of the Long-
Legged People" (fRI[E, naga-ashi koku). Its logical presentation, topical divisions, and discussion of alternative explanations for the same phenomena, however, anticipated the modern encyclopedia. During Japan's Civilization and Enlightenment Movement (3ZBABf., bunmei kaika) at the time of the Meiji Period, the westernizer Nishi Amane (FG/F])
compiled Japan's first modern encyclopedia, the Hyakugaku renkan (F%i#IR). Beginning in 1873, the Ministry of Education sponsored the translation of Chambers' Information for the People into Japanese under the name Hyakka Zensho (B®#4%, the "Comprehensive Encyclopedia"), which was completed in the 1880s.

Later, the Ministry of Temples and Shrines sponsored the compilation by Nishimura Shigeki (Fg4%4#) and others of another encyclopedic work, the Koji ruien (F%%8%t), which was finally completed in 1914. The publishing house Sanseido published its 10-volume encyclopedia, the Nihon Hyakka Daijiten (HANB#} KEEH, the "Great Japan
Encyclopedia"), between 1908 and 1919, and Heibonsha published a 28-volume work, the Dai-Hyakka Jiten (KXE#Z 41, the "Great Encyclopedia"), between 1931 and 1934. The Dai-Hyakka Jiten was the first publication to use the characters Z# (jiten) rather than F£# (jiten) to represent the word "encyclopedia," starting the convention whereby F# is
used to mean "encyclopedia" and #F# is used to mean "dictionary." After World War II, Heibonsha responded to Japan's new internationalization by publishing the Sekai Dai-Hyakka Jiten (tH 2 X BRZE#, the "Great World Encyclopedia") in 32 volumes, between 1955 and 1959. Shogakukan then published the 19-volume Encyclopedia Japonica, Japan's
first full-color reference work, between 1967 and 1972. Between 1970 and 1974, Gakushu Kenkyusha published a 21-volume encyclopedia, the Gurando Gendai Hyakka Jiten ("5 > FIR{fAEREH, the "Great Modern Encyclopedia").

In 1974 and 1975, a 30-volume Japanese version of the Encyclopeedia Britannica, the Buritanica Kokusai Hyakka Jiten (7'!) & — #EREEREH, the "Britannica International Encyclopedia"), was also published in Japan. In 1984, Heibonsha returned with a 16-volume compilation, the Dai-Hyakka Jiten (KXB#IZ#, the "Great Encyclopedia"), and
Shogakukan began publishing a 25-volume encyclopedia, the Nihon Dai-Hyakka Zensho (HA&AKXBR£E, literally, the "Japan Comprehensive Encyclopedia,” but officially known by the English title, Encyclopedia Nipponica) the same year, finishing in 1989. A second edition was published in 1994.

Various children's encyclopedias were also published in the 1950s and 1960s. Major currently available Japanese print encyclopedias Encyclopedia Nipponica Main article: Encyclopedia Nipponica Encyclopedia Nipponica (HA&AKBE# %%, Nihon Dai-Hyakka Zensho, literally the "Japan Comprehensive Encyclopedia") is an encyclopedia published by
Shogakukan in Japan. It is published in five formats: traditional book form, CD-ROM, e-book, Internet, and as an i-Mode service. Both the Internet and i-Mode versions require payment to use. Sekai Dai-Hyakka Jiten Main article: Heibonsha World Encyclopedia The Sekai Dai-Hyakka Jiten (tt2 XBRZEH, literally the “World Comprehensive
Encyclopedia”) is an encyclopedia compiled by the Japanese publisher Heibonsha. It is published in three formats: traditional book form, CD-ROM, and Internet. The online version is known as the Network Encyclopedia (%  TE#}, Netto-de Hyakka). Heibonsha has also compiled a smaller encyclopedia called the Mypedia (¥ 1 <_5 « 77, Maipedia),
published in five formats: a single-volume book form, CD-ROM, electronic dictionary, memory card for PDAs, and Internet. Subject-specific encyclopedias Nihon Rekishi Chimei Taikei The "Encyclopedia of Japanese Historical Place Names" (HZ&FFsih4 K%, Nihon Rekishi Chimei Taikei) is a fifty-volume encyclopedia published by Heibonsha between
1979 and 2005. It is similar in scope to the "Kadokawa Dictionary of Japanese Place Names" (fi)I| B4s#h4 K###H, Kadokawa Nihon Chimei Daijiten), published in forty-nine volumes by Kadokawa Shoten between 1978 and 1990.[1] Digital and online encyclopedias The advent of personal computers and the Internet has brought encyclopedias into the
digital age. In addition to the Japanese version of Wikipedia, the Encyclopasdia Britannica and Microsoft's Encarta both appear on CD-ROM in Japanese versions. Other Japan related encyclopedias Main article: Kodansha Encyclopedia of Japan Though not technically a Japanese encyclopedia because it is not written in Japanese, the Kodansha
Encyclopedia of Japan is an English-language encyclopedia on Japan, first published by Kodansha in 1983, supplemented in 1986, and revised in 1993. An online version of this encyclopedia also exists at www.ency-japan.com. References ™ Asato Noriko (2013). Handbook for Asian Studies Specialists: A Guide to Research Materials and Collection
Building Tools: A Guide to Research Materials and Collection Building Tools. ABC-CLIO. ISBN 97815988484 34.

This article relies on articles from Encyclopedia Nipponica (1994 ed.) and the Japanese Wikipedia. Retrieved from "
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