[V, i

the RATETO 3B

ol

DUETTE From 18

In2009, Duette Elementa-
ry became a charter school
operated by the Duette Ed-
ucation Foundation after
Manatee School District
officials decided that they
could no longer afford to
operate the school.

For several years, Donna |

King, who doubled as teach-
er and principal, drew no
salary as she struggled to
keep the doors open.

King, who has commuted
26 miles one-way from an-
other East Manatee neigh-
borhood to Duette for the
past 19 years, will stay on as
principal, but hopes to tran-
sition to more of a support
role and focus on fundrais-
ing for the school.

“It’s getting healthier,”
King said of Duette Ele-
mentary. “I hope it will be-
come even more S0 as we
able to focus on other op-
portunities.” :

Kinghasknown Lester for
years:and recruited her for
the job, impressed with her
feelings for the community
and certifications, which in-
clude elementary education
K-6, reading endorsement
K-12, ESOL K-12 and music

Bri

educationK-12, Her ESEK-12
certificate will be complet-
ed this summer. ;

Lester will be aschool dis-
trict employee. The foun-
dation will reimburse the
school district for Lester’s
salary, King said.

“I am very excited about

'the enrollment. With that

increase, the school has an
awesome chance to contin-
ue,” Lester said Thursday
afternoon. v
“It’s funny how your life-
time makes acircle,” Lester

any Cook, a thirdd tudent
as she completes a test in 2005, See a photo gallery at

at Duette Elémenta

said of her time in Duette,

to which she is returning
after teaching elsewhere
in Manatee and Pinellas-
counties,

She is married to Anthony
Lester, who is employed at
Central Command at MacDill
Air Force Base in‘Tampa.

Volunteer labor built Du-~
ette Elementary as a five-
room school in 1930, com-
bining three smaller rural
schools: Albritton, Bunker
Hilland Duette. The basics
of the school’s history are

ry School, with teacher Donna King,
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captured on a historic plaque
at the site. “The school once
wentto eight grades and had
as many as 80 pupils,” the
plaque says.

The school is unique not
with one teacher, but its an-
tique tongue-in-groove walls

and ceilings, and polished -

wood floors,

James A, lonés Ir,, East Manatee
editor, can be contacted at
941-745-7021 or tweet @
Jajonesl,
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Duette

school |
has‘a °
miracle’

By JAMES A. JONES JR.

Jjajonesi@bradenton.com

DUETTE — Things are look-
ing up at Duette Elementa-
ry School, which has a new
teacher and an enrollment of
18, the largest in years.

“It’s a little miracle,” said
Duette resident Felicia Tap-
pan.

Last'school year, Duette
Elementary ended with an
enrollment of 10.

Moving behind the teach-
er’s desk is Rebekah Lester,
a resident of
Parrish who
bringsalistof |
certifications
that seem tai-
lored for the
school and a
deep under- gty
standing of
the community, which is
home to Florida’s last remain-
ing one-teacher school.

The oldest of Lester’s five
children attended Duette El-
ementary and went on to be-






