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Park ranger Johnny McLeod supervises maintenance of the Duette Preserve, which includes
mowing about 500 acres, grading and filling nearly 30 miles of trails.
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cleaning the campground,
painting and repairing build-
ings, leading prescribed
burns to remove brush and
prevent uncontrolled fires,
overseeing timber contrac-
tors, restoring wetlands and
removing exotic plants, pri-
marily Cogan’s grass.

Park property features
scrub oak, live oak, slash
pines, long-leaf pines, saw-
tooth palmetto and wire
grass.

“We probably planted at
least 50,000 long-leaf pines
last year,” McLeod said
recently while taking this
reporter on a park tour. “We
had some school groups come
out and they planted trees
and we had some church
groups plant trees for us. We
do that two or three times a
year.”

“The park is really shaping
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companies nearly 20 years
ago. Duette Preserve is
located at the headwaters of
the watershed draining into
Lake Manatee, which pro-
vides the county’s drinking
water.

“Johnny brings a unique
perspective to the manage-
ment of our conservation
lands that he loves,” Hun-
sicker said. “His knowledge
of the land and the way it
functions has been extremely

hunting weekends, likely
because few people know the
park exists.

“Fyvery weekend, we have
people say that they didn’t
know this park was here,”
McLeod said. “But we’re try-
ing to do better in getting the

.word out.”

McLeod, a former citrus
grove worker, joined the
Duette Preserve staff in 2001
when he learned of a job
opening while deer hunting
at the park with a friend,
Bobby McCurry.

“] wouldn’t have ever got-
ten hired here if I hadn’t

_attended the hunting pro-

gram,” he said. “At first it
was just being a park ranger.
I worked here three years
before I moved into the house
when Danny Smith took
another job elsewhere.”

Trips into town mean head-
ing to Bradenton for work-
related travel and a 22-mile
jaunt to Wauchula for gro-
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