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New York Times, Obituary, May 25, 1998 
 

Buster Cleveland, 55, Dada Artist Known for Collages and Mail Art 
By Holland Cotter 
 

Buster Cleveland, who first gained attention for his zany, meticulously made Dadaist collages in the East 
Village galleries of the early 1980's, died on May 6 at Elmhurst Hospital Center in Queens. He was 55. 
The cause was cardiac arrest, said his dealer, Gracie Mansion. 
Mr. Cleveland, who was born James Trenholm in Chicago, studied at the Chicago Art Institute and the San 
Francisco Art Institute. In the 1970's he was involved in the Mendocino Area Dadaists (M.A.D.) and the Bay 
Area Dadaists (B.A.D), California organizations of artists whose intent was to recreate the ephemeral works 
of early European Dadaists like Kurt Schwitters and Marcel Duchamp. He was co-director of two 
international Dada conferences, Inter-Dada 80 and Inter-Dada 84. He wore a ''Dada'' tattoo. 
Mr. Cleveland came to New York in the late 1970's and began selling postage-stamp-size collages on the 
street in SoHo. He met Ms. Mansion, also an artist, who become his dealer, although she had no gallery of 
her own then. 
In 1981 they rented a limousine, parked it on the corner of Spring Street and West Broadway, then the heart 
of the SoHo gallery district, and invited passers-by into the back seat to view Mr. Cleveland's work. A year 
after the ''Limo Show,'' Ms. Mansion opened a gallery on East 10th Street in the East Village and began 
showing Mr. Cleveland's work. His last show with her was in 1993. His last New York one-man show was 
held last year at Bound and Unbound Gallery. He was also included in group exhibitions in the United States 
and Europe. 
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How to Order 
Respond to this email to order. 
Do not send payment until an invoice is received. 
Ohio residents will be charged a 7% sales tax. 
Books will be shipped upon receipt of payment. 
All items are returnable within five (5) days of receipt.  After that all sales are final. 
Confirmation of returns must be made before return shipment. 
Prices and availability are subject to change. 
 
Payment 
Make payments out to: Peter Huttinger 
Payments may be made via PayPal, Money Order or a check drawn on a US bank. 
- Libraries and museums may provide a purchase order or place an order on institution letterhead. 
- Foreign customers please make payments via PayPal, International Money Order or check in USD via US bank. 
 

Shipping – Domestic and Foreign 
Shipping prices are calculated based on weight, destination, value, and carrier service.  
Please specify the type of service when ordering and cost will be sent with invoice. 
International Shipments: Purchaser is responsible of all customs, import and VAT fees. 
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