Thank you for allowing me to serve our association of churches in 2024. | pray that you enjoyed a
blessed Christmas holiday and are now ready to dive into our Lord’s work in this New Year.

The American Church faces the challenge of an encroaching spiritual darkness that has taken hold
of our land—our world! It is easy to be overwhelmed by this observation. Instead of advancing the
gospel, we cloister and hide and hope the darkness just goes away—and it does not. It grows.

Yet, the Lord’s church, the saved of God, are a people of hope advancing the light of hope taking on
this darkness. We are not to hide in the darkness, but to be the light of the world, a city on a hill that
cannot be hidden. Do we hide our light under a bushel? As the song goes, we say emphatically NO!
Will we let Satan blow it out? We will not! The Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5, reminds the
believer of the qualities of the citizens of God’s Kingdom, let your light shine before others, so that
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven (Matthew 5:16).

Some things you might want to know moving further into January-February:

Association Council: Monday January 15" 10:00 Prepare for Executive
Board Meeting

Camp Living Water Board Retreat Friday-Saturday

Executive Board Meeting: Monday February 5:30: Meal

6:30: Meeting
Note: We do not have a location for this meeting. If your church would like to host the
Executive Board Meeting, let the ELBA Office know asap. We usually have 20-25 people
present for both the meal and meeting. Give me a call at 225-305-0675 or call the office during
working hours at 225-664-9309.

New Pastors
We welcome into the ELBA family Jessie Walker and his wife, Jessica. Jessie will begin as pastor
of Holden Baptist Church coming from Compass Point Church, Dillsburg, Pennsylvania.

We also welcome Derek Wall and his wife, Koree into our ELBA family. Derek has begun as pastor
of Gray’s Creek Baptist Churh after serving Trinity Baptistin Hammond (Pumpkin Center) since
2008. He served there as youth minister and later as associate pastor.

Dr. Tom Higginbotham moves into the position as full-time pastor at Don Avenue. God has
blessed him and the church...and | believe will continue to bless the church in the days to come.
Wow! Congratulations Bro. Tom and Patty.

We welcome and pray for God’s hand and power to be upon these two men of God and may He
surround their families with His presence.

Pray for churches without pastors. If you have a resume or know someone who feels led to pastor a
church, let the church or the ELBA office know.
Southside Magnolia Macedonia Salem



Check on other LBC and local announcements you may find of interest for you and your churches.

--Bro. Richard



Louisiana Baptist Convention
Evangelism Conference

Egmgwﬂ January 22-23, 2024

Temple Baptist Church

Schedule

Monday Afternoon: 1:00 pm — 4:00 pm
Monday Evening: 6:00 pm — 8:00 pm
Tuesday Morning: 9:00 am —11:30 am
Tuesday Afternoon: 1:00 pm —4:25 pm
Tuesday Evening: 6:00 pm — 8:15 pm

{g /RS ﬁ
Tim Lovelace

Speakers

Charles Billingsley




George Lee JIV James Pritchard John Avant Jeff
Ginn

Preston Nix Thonis Hammond Dean Register

Other activities related to ECON:

Senior Adult Luncheon Tuesday January 23"

See this site for more information: https://louisianabaptists.org/event/senior-adult-luncheon-at-
econ-ruston/

Cost: $15 per person

Discipleship Collaborative Tuesday January 23"

4 Church Health Triggers That Every Church Leader Should Identify (Acts 2). Sean Keith, LBC Leader
See this stie for more information: https://louisianabaptists.org/event/discipleship-collaborative-
dinner-meeting-at-econ-ruston/ Cost: $15 per person
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Baton Rouge is Next Month!

Click here for the Baton Rouge ISI Marketing Tools
Want cards and posters mailed to you? Click Here
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Our mailing address is:
Iron Sharpens Iron 14286 Beach Blvd Ste 19212 Jacksonville, FL 32250 USA

Nursery Worker Needed!

HEBRON BAPTIST CHURCH

Love God. Love People. Make Disciples.

PLEASE CALL 225-665-6278 FOR AN
APPLICATION. MUST BE 16 YEARS OR OLDER!

Reminder of Vision: Eastern Louisiana Baptist Association is a networking group of like-
minded, healthy churches fulfilling the Great Commission by transforming lives for God’s
Kingdom.

1. Networking: working together as a team using each church’s spiritual distinctiveness
cooperating to advance the gospel and further the kingdom of God. We need each other.

2. Like-minded: same faith/belief with a common mindset that the world needs Jesus.

3. Healthy churches: A healthy church transforms lives through the gospel and grows
believers to full maturity in the faith. A healthy church is a worshiping, bible-centered,
kingdom visioned, and praying; it is also a church who acts on faith, is evangelistic,
mission-minded with the world in view, and cooperative in spirit.

4. Fulfilling the Great Commission: introduce the lost to Jesus as Lord; bringing new
believers into the church.

5. Transforming lives: developing reproducing disciples fulfilling the Great Commission;
rooted in the Word, Spirit-controlled, and possessing a Christ-centered worldview.

6. For God’s Kingdom: He is Lord and is worthy of all honor and glory. It’s for Him and not for
us that we work together for His kingdom.



