The Biblical Sequence of the Rapture and
Tribulation

A Scripture-centered examination of the timing of Christ's return, the gathering of believers, God's
wrath, and Armageddon

Purpose

This paper organizes the biblical reasoning discussed in this conversation. Its purpose is not to claim that
every detail of end-times chronology is beyond dispute, but to examine the passages directly and
distinguish what Scripture explicitly says from conclusions drawn by theological systems.

1. Jesus Said We Would Not Know the Day or Hour — But He Did Give
Signs

Jesus explicitly rejected date-setting, but He did not say there would be no signs or sequence of events. In
Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21, He described deception, wars and upheaval, persecution, apostasy, the
abomination of desolation, tribulation, cosmic signs, His coming, and the gathering of His elect.

Matthew 24:29-31 is particularly important to the chronology: Jesus says that “immediately after the
tribulation” the cosmic signs occur, the Son of Man appears, and the angels gather His elect.
2. The Key Sequence in Matthew 24

e Deception and false claims — Matthew 24:4-5, 11, 24

e Wars and turmoil — Matthew 24:6—7

o Persecution and apostasy — Matthew 24:9-13

e Abomination of desolation — Matthew 24:15

e  Great tribulation — Matthew 24:21-22

e Cosmic signs — Matthew 24:29

e The visible coming of the Son of Man — Matthew 24:30

e The angels gather the elect — Matthew 24:31

This sequence is one reason some Christians question the assertion that the church must be raptured
before the Antichrist and before the entire Tribulation. Matthew 24:29-31, read straightforwardly, places the
gathering of the elect after the tribulation described immediately before it.

3. 2 Thessalonians 2 and the “Gathering Together”

In 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4, Paul discusses “the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering together
unto him.” He then describes the revelation of the man of lawlessness and says that certain events must
occur before the day of Christ.



This passage is significant because Paul discusses Christ's coming and the believers' gathering together in
the same context as the revelation of the man of lawlessness. Pre-tribulation theology interprets the
passage differently, but the text deserves to be considered directly rather than assumed to support one
chronology.

4. “God Hath Not Appointed Us to Wrath”

1 Thessalonians 5:9 says: “ For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus
Christ.”

The statement clearly teaches that believers are not appointed to God's wrath. What it does not explicitly
state is that believers must therefore be physically removed from the earth before every period of divine
judgment.

The distinction matters because Scripture contains examples in which God protects His people while
judgment occurs around them.
5. Goshen: Protection in the Midst of Judgment

During the plagues of Egypt, Israel remained in the land of Egypt while God judged Egypt. Yet God
distinguished His people from the Egyptians.

o Exodus 8:22-23 — God distinguishes the land of Goshen.

o Exodus 9:4-7 — Israel's livestock is distinguished from Egypt's.

e Exodus 9:26 — there is no hail in Goshen.

o Exodus 10:22-23 — Egypt experiences darkness while Israel has light.

The biblical pattern is therefore not necessarily “judgment begins, so God's people must already have left
the earth.” Another biblical pattern is: judgment occurs, God distinguishes His people, and God
protects them.

6. Noah and Lot

Noah was preserved through the Flood judgment rather than being removed from the earth before judgment
began. Lot was removed from Sodom immediately before its destruction. These accounts demonstrate that
God is able to preserve His people during periods of extraordinary judgment.

The comparison is not intended to prove one rapture position by itself. Rather, it challenges the assumption
that divine protection necessarily requires a prior removal from the earth.
7. Revelation 18:4 — “Come Out of Her, My People”

Revelation 18:4 says. “ Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not
of her plagues.”

This is another example of God's people being warned to separate themselves from a corrupt system so
that they do not share in its judgment. Again, the passage demonstrates the biblical concept of protection
through separation, not necessarily protection only through physical removal from the earth.



8. The Rapture and Armageddon

A careful distinction can be made between saying that the rapture occurs before Armageddon and saying
that it necessarily occurs before the Antichrist or before the entire Tribulation.

o Revelation 16:13-16 — the kings of the earth are gathered for Armageddon.
e Revelation 19:11-21 — Christ appears in victory and defeats the beast and the gathered armies.

e Revelation 19:7-9 — the marriage supper of the Lamb is presented in the context of Christ's final
victory.

e Zechariah 14:4-5 — the Lord comes to the Mount of Olives and the saints are described as coming
with Him.

These passages are compatible with a chronology in which believers are gathered to Christ before the final
confrontation at Armageddon, while still allowing for disagreement about exactly when that gathering occurs
relative to the Tribulation.

9. The Main Question: Pre-Tribulation or Another Sequence?

The popular pre-tribulation view places the rapture before the appearance of the Antichrist and before the
Tribulation. Other views place the gathering of believers later: post-tribulation, pre-wrath, or other variations.

The strongest caution against treating pre-tribulationism as an explicit statement of Jesus is that there is no
verse that simply says, “the church will be raptured before the Antichrist appears.” The pre-tribulation case
is constructed by combining and interpreting multiple passages.

Likewise, the passages cited here do not automatically prove a post-tribulation chronology. The responsible
approach is to examine the complete set of passages and distinguish explicit statements from theological
inference.

10. A Scripture-First Principle

A useful principle is: start with Scripture and allow doctrine to follow the text, rather than starting with
a doctrine and forcing every passage into it.

Acts 17:11 provides an appropriate model: the Bereans listened to teaching and then searched the
Scriptures to determine whether what they heard was true.
11. The Practical Warning

Jesus' emphasis was not date-setting. He repeatedly commanded His followers to watch, remain faithful,
and avoid deception. Matthew 24:42 says, “Watch therefore.” Luke 18:8 asks whether the Son of Man will
find faith on the earth when He comes.

Whatever one's position on the precise chronology, the central biblical instruction remains the same: remain
faithful to Christ, do not be deceived, and be spiritually prepared.

Conclusion



The passages considered here provide a coherent biblical basis for questioning the assumption that the
church must be removed before the Antichrist and before the entire Tribulation. Matthew 24 explicitly places
the gathering of the elect after the tribulation described there; 2 Thessalonians 2 connects the gathering
with Christ's coming while discussing the revelation of the man of lawlessness; and 1 Thessalonians 5:9
establishes that believers are not appointed to God's wrath without explicitly requiring a pre-tribulation
removal.

Goshen, Noah, Lot, and Revelation 18 further demonstrate that God's ability to protect His people during
judgment is a recurring biblical pattern. The precise chronology remains a matter of interpretation, but the
text itself should remain the final authority.




