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THE BOOK OF STEPHEN 1 

 

 

 

Chapter 1 

 

 

Introduction 

 

 

 

Many wonderful acts will be performed. Not by me but by He in His Spirit and by my hands. 

The acts are to remind us all that our Creator loves us as a Father and He is concerned for us 

while the angels are in deep sorrow for us. These demonstrations of love and the marking of time 

are acts in accordance with God, the God of Abraham and his offspring.  

 

The Spirit of Truth entered Paul for 3 days before returning Paul’s sight. The Spirit of Truth 

dwelled inside my body where His spirit became mine as we became one spirit for a time, nearly 

4 weeks followed by 4 months the Advocate dwelled in me for a purpose. 

 

I was subjected to torment and visions during the 4 weeks and the following 4 months spent 

documenting my Lords Will. While the final 4 months were writing the Books and preparing for 

our transition.  

 

4 weeks without end I was shown the past, present and future. The visions were shown to me day 

and night with no end or sleep, like a terrible illness every muscle cramped and every bone ached 

as I toss and turn never getting rest or sleep. The visions I witnessed caused me great sorrow, 

horror and hope while I cried endlessly gnashing my teeth. Both my eyes glowed with pain while 

my jaws moved my teeth and radiated pain at what I was witnessing and being asked to do, our 

Lords Will, His work, His pain and their pain and sorrow. 

 

My Father being merciful did not allow me to burn, to feel the flesh melting, the never-ending 

thirst that is never quenched, the burning heat everywhere with no escape or mercy. For a time I 

was cast out into Judgment. I was accepting of my torment and only when my mind had reached 

its end its full capacity filled up- I cried out please Father make it stop. I no longer have anything 

left to do Your Will, the very things You want done I need to document clearly I have no space 

in my mind that remains empty, I fear leaving your Will out and undone, undocumented. It all 

stopped instantly and like a war victim with PTSD I stared at walls playing out dozens of visions 

of my Lords work that He wants done, my mind is His. 

 

In my obedience to our Father I act on His behalf documenting His Will and fulfilling His Will, 

the work He demands completed. This began early October 2022, my Father, The Judge and the 

Advocate authored what you hear and see and I attest to all things being honest and truthful. I am 

just a simple Gardener, our Father found the qualities, skills and talents in me needed to perform 

His Will, certain things He found acceptable and others He tormented out of me. 
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When you reach that place of surrender you no longer run from The Great and Almighty I Am - 

rather you run towards the Light and it’s that place I wish for us all, to lose it all, you will 

understand cries of fear and cries of surrender either here or there. 

 

 

After what our Lord has shown me, subjected me to and finally entrusted me to perform our 

Father changed my name to "The Gardener" if I must have a first name I choose my legal name 

Stephen. 

 

"Stephen The Gardener" 

 

A voice of one from the oceans the blue waters of the seas crying out to make straight a pathway 

a highway for our Lord. His highway will carry numerous souls home- make His pathway, His 

highway straighter and wider to accommodate them all. The Spirit washes us clean- the water, 

blue waters wash away our sins. The blue is protection on earth as it is in heaven. Let us go back 

to God, let us meet at the waters edge, you will know who we are at the waters edge. Let us 

meet, let us go back to God. There you will know who we are- soldiers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you my Lord, 

I love you Father, 

Spirit enter me, 

Amen. 
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Chapter 2 

 

 

Proverbs 3:1-31 

 

Wisdom Bestows Well-Being 

1 My son, (my daughter) do not forget my teaching, 

    but keep my commands in your heart, 

2 for they will prolong your life many years 

    and bring you peace and prosperity. 

 

3 Let love and faithfulness never leave you; 

    bind them around your neck, 

    write them on the tablet of your heart. 

4 Then you will win favor and a good name 

    in the sight of God and man. 

 

 

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart 

    and lean not on your own understanding; 

6 in all your ways submit to him, 

    and he will make your paths straight.[a] 

 

7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; 

    fear the Lord and shun evil. 

8 This will bring health to your body 

    and nourishment to your bones. 

 

9 Honor the Lord with your wealth, 

    with the firstfruits of all your crops; 

10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, 

    and your vats will brim over with new wine. 

 

11 My son, (my daughter) do not despise the Lord’s discipline, 

    and do not resent his rebuke, 

12 because the Lord disciplines those he loves, 

    as a father the son (or daughter) he delights in.[b] 

 

13 Blessed are those who find wisdom, 

    those who gain understanding, 

14 for she is more profitable than silver 

    and yields better returns than gold. 

15 She is more precious than rubies; 

    nothing you desire can compare with her. 

16 Long life is in her right hand; 

    in her left hand are riches and honor. 
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17 Her ways are pleasant ways, 

    and all her paths are peace. 

18 She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her; 

    those who hold her fast will be blessed. 

 

19 By wisdom the Lord laid the earth’s foundations, 

    by understanding he set the heavens in place; 

20 by his knowledge the watery depths were divided, 

    and the clouds let drop the dew. 

 

21 My son, (my daughter) do not let wisdom and understanding out of your sight, 

    preserve sound judgment and discretion; 

22 they will be life for you, 

    an ornament to grace your neck. 

23 Then you will go on your way in safety, 

    and your foot will not stumble. 

24 When you lie down, you will not be afraid; 

    when you lie down, your sleep will be sweet. 

25 Have no fear of sudden disaster 

    or of the ruin that overtakes the wicked, 

26 for the Lord will be at your side 

    and will keep your foot from being snared. 

 

27 Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, 

    when it is in your power to act. 

28 Do not say to your neighbor, 

    “Come back tomorrow and I’ll give it to you”— 

    when you already have it with you. 

29 Do not plot harm against your neighbor, 

    who lives trustfully near you. 

30 Do not accuse anyone for no reason— 

    when they have done you no harm. 

31 Do not envy the violent 

    or choose any of their ways. 
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Chapter 3 

 

 

Hosea 6:1-11 

 

“Come, let us return to the Lord. 

He has torn us to pieces 

    but he will heal us; 

he has injured us 

    but he will bind up our wounds. 

2 After two days he will revive us; 

    on the third day he will restore us, 

    that we may live in his presence. 

3 Let us acknowledge the Lord; 

    let us press on to acknowledge him. 

As surely as the sun rises, 

    he will appear; 

he will come to us like the winter rains, 

    like the spring rains that water the earth.” 
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Chapter 4 

 

 

The last prophet-the greatest prophet is less than the least of the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven, the last martyr of the Old Covenant as a preparation and transition between covenants to 

the new as Jesus becomes both the last of old and the first martyr of His own Sacrifice as the new 

Covenant, the New Way marking the beginning as He says about Baptist Johns death. 
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Chapter 5 

 

 

Mathew 11:1-19  

 

 

11 After Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and 

preach in the towns of Galilee.[a] 

 

2 When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his disciples 3 to 

ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?” 

 

4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind receive sight, 

the lame walk, those who have leprosy[b] are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the 

good news is proclaimed to the poor. 6 Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of 

me.” 

 

7 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did you 

go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 8 If not, what did you go out to 

see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. 9 

Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is 

the one about whom it is written: 

 

“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, 

    who will prepare your way before you.’[c] 

 

11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the 

Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 From the days of 

John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been subjected to violence,[d] and violent 

people have been raiding it. 13 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. 14 And if 

you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come. 15 Whoever has ears, let them 

hear. 

 

16 “To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the marketplaces 

and calling out to others: 

 

17 “‘We played the pipe for you, 

    and you did not dance; 

we sang a dirge, 

    and you did not mourn.’ 

 

18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19 The Son of 

Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 

collectors and sinners.’ But wisdom is proved right by her deeds.” 
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Chapter 6 

 

 

Mathew 11:25-30 

 

25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 

hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. 26 Yes, 

Father, for this is what you were pleased to do. 

 

27 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the 

Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal 

him. 

 

28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke 

upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
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Chapter 7 

 

 

Mark 1:1-20 

 

John the Baptist Prepares the Way 

1 The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah,[a] the Son of God,[b] 2 as it is 

written in Isaiah the prophet: 

 

“I will send my messenger ahead of you, 

    who will prepare your way”[c]— 

3 “a voice of one calling in the wilderness, 

‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 

    make straight paths for him.’”[d] 

 

4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to 

him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing 

made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 

And this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose 

sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with[e] water, but he will 

baptize you with[f] the Holy Spirit.” 

 

The Baptism and Testing of Jesus 

9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 

Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit 

descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I 

love; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

12 At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 13 and he was in the wilderness forty 

days, being tempted[g] by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him. 

 

Jesus Announces the Good News 

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15 

“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good 

news!” 

 

Jesus Calls His First Disciples 

16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a 

net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send 

you out to fish for people.” 18 At once they left their nets and followed him.19 When he had 

gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their 

nets. 20 Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the 

hired men and followed him. 
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Chapter 8 

 

 

Mark 11:1-11 

 

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two of his disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter 

it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3 If 

anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here 

shortly.’” 

 

4 They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied it, 5 some 

people standing there asked, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” 6 They answered as Jesus 

had told them to, and the people let them go. 7 When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw 

their cloaks over it, he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others 

spread branches they had cut in the fields. 9 Those who went ahead and those who followed 

shouted, 

 

“Hosanna![a]” 

 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”[b] 

 

10 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” 

 

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

 

11 Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. He looked around at everything, but 

since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve. 
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Chapter 9 

 

 

John 19:1-30 

 

Jesus Sentenced to Be Crucified 

19 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns 

and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe 3 and went up to him again and again, 

saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they slapped him in the face. 

 

4 Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews gathered there, “Look, I am bringing him out 

to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.” 5 When Jesus came out 

wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!” 

 

6 As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!” 

 

But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge 

against him.” 

 

7 The Jewish leaders insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he 

claimed to be the Son of God.” 

 

8 When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, 9 and he went back inside the palace. “Where 

do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10 “Do you refuse to speak 

to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?” 

 

11 Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above. 

Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” 

 

12 From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jewish leaders kept shouting, “If you let 

this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.” 

 

13 When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s seat at a place 

known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). 14 It was the day of Preparation 

of the Passover; it was about noon. 

 

“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews. 

 

15 But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!” 

 

“Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked. 

 

“We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered. 

 

16 Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. 
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The Crucifixion of Jesus 

So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the 

Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). 18 There they crucified him, and with him two 

others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle. 

 

19 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH THE 

KING OF THE JEWS. 20 Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was 

crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 21 The chief 

priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man 

claimed to be king of the Jews.” 

 

22 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 

 

23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one 

for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one 

piece from top to bottom. 

 

24 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” 

 

This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said, 

 

“They divided my clothes among them 

    and cast lots for my garment.”[a] 

 

So this is what the soldiers did. 

 

25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and 

Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing 

nearby, he said to her, “Woman,[b] here is your son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is your 

mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 

 

The Death of Jesus 

28 Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be 

fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge 

in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 30 When he had 

received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his 

spirit. 
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Chapter 10 

 

 

Mathew 27:27-56 

 

The Soldiers Mock Jesus 

27 Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company 

of soldiers around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and then twisted 

together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand. Then they 

knelt in front of him and mocked him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they said. 30 They spit on him, 

and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again. 31 After they had mocked him, 

they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 

 

The Crucifixion of Jesus 

32 As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named Simon, and they forced him to 

carry the cross. 33 They came to a place called Golgotha (which means “the place of the skull”). 

34 There they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, he refused to 

drink it. 35 When they had crucified him, they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 36 And 

sitting down, they kept watch over him there. 37 Above his head they placed the written charge 

against him: THIS IS JESUS KING OF THE JEWS. 

 

38 Two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39 Those who 

passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads 40 and saying, “You who are going to 

destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you 

are the Son of God!” 41 In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders 

mocked him. 42 “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! He’s the king of Israel! 

Let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God. Let 

God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44 In the same way the 

rebels who were crucified with him also heaped insults on him. 

 

The Death of Jesus 

45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. 46 About three in the 

afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli,[c] lema sabachthani?” (which means “My 

God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”).[d] 

 

47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” 

 

48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, 

and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49 The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes 

to save him.” 

 

50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 

 

51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth 

shook, the rocks split 52 and the tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had 
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died were raised to life. 53 They came out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and[e] went into 

the holy city and appeared to many people. 

 

54 When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all 

that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!” 

 

55 Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed Jesus from Galilee to 

care for his needs. 56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and 

Joseph,[f] and the mother of Zebedee’s sons. 
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Chapter 11 

 

 

Luke 23:26-49 

 

The Crucifixion of Jesus 

26 As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from 

the country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A large number of 

people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. 28 Jesus turned and 

said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your 

children. 29 For the time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the childless women, the 

wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’  

 

30 Then “‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” 

    and to the hills, “Cover us!”’[b] 

 

31 For if people do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

 

32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 33 When they 

came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his 

right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they 

are doing.”[c] And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 

 

35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; 

let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” 

 

36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, “If 

you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 

 

38 There was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the jews. 

 

39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save 

yourself and us!” 

 

40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the 

same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this 

man has done nothing wrong.” 

 

42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.[d]” 

 

43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

 

The Death of Jesus 

44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, 45 

for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus called out 
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with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.”[e] When he had said this, he 

breathed his last. 

 

47 The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this was a righteous 

man.” 48 When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they 

beat their breasts and went away. 49 But all those who knew him, including the women who had 

followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things. 
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Chapter 12 

 

 

Mathew 22:34-40 

 

The Greatest Commandment 

34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 One of them, an 

expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest 

commandment in the Law?” 

 

37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 

all your mind.’[c] 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 

‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[d] 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 

commandments.” 
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Chapter 13 

 

 

Mathew 23  

 

A Warning Against Hypocrisy 

23 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 2 “The teachers of the law and the 

Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 3 So you must be careful to do everything they tell you. But do not 

do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach. 4 They tie up heavy, cumbersome 

loads and put them on other people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a 

finger to move them. 

 

5 “Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their phylacteries[a] wide and the 

tassels on their garments long; 6 they love the place of honor at banquets and the most important 

seats in the synagogues; 7 they love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces and to be 

called ‘Rabbi’ by others. 

 

8 “But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher, and you are all brothers. 9 

And do not call anyone on earth ‘father,’ for you have one Father, and he is in heaven. 10 Nor 

are you to be called instructors, for you have one Instructor, the Messiah. 11 The greatest among 

you will be your servant. 12 For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 

humble themselves will be exalted. 

 

Seven Woes on the Teachers of the Law and the Pharisees 

13 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the door of the 

kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter 

who are trying to. [14] [b] 

 

15 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land and sea 

to win a single convert, and when you have succeeded, you make them twice as much a child of 

hell as you are. 

 

16 “Woe to you, blind guides! You say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it means nothing; but 

anyone who swears by the gold of the temple is bound by that oath.’ 17 You blind fools! Which 

is greater: the gold, or the temple that makes the gold sacred? 18 You also say, ‘If anyone swears 

by the altar, it means nothing; but anyone who swears by the gift on the altar is bound by that 

oath.’ 19 You blind men! Which is greater: the gift, or the altar that makes the gift sacred? 20 

Therefore, anyone who swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. 21 And anyone 

who swears by the temple swears by it and by the one who dwells in it. 22 And anyone who 

swears by heaven swears by God’s throne and by the one who sits on it. 

 

23 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your 

spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law—

justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the 

former. 24 You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel. 

 



19 
 

25 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the 

cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 26 Blind Pharisee! First clean 

the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean. 

 

27 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed 

tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of the bones of the dead and 

everything unclean. 28 In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on 

the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness. 

 

29 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build tombs for the 

prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. 30 And you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of 

our ancestors, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ 31 

So you testify against yourselves that you are the descendants of those who murdered the 

prophets. 32 Go ahead, then, and complete what your ancestors started! 

 

33 “You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell? 34 

Therefore I am sending you prophets and sages and teachers. Some of them you will kill and 

crucify; others you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town. 35 And so upon 

you will come all the righteous blood that has been shed on earth, from the blood of righteous 

Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the 

altar. 36 Truly I tell you, all this will come on this generation. 

 

37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I 

have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and 

you were not willing. 38 Look, your house is left to you desolate. 39 For I tell you, you will not 

see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’[c]” 
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Chapter 14 

 

 

Mathew 24 

 

The Destruction of the Temple and Signs of the End Times 

24 Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his 

attention to its buildings. 2 “Do you see all these things?” he asked. “Truly I tell you, not one 

stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.” 

 

3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” 

they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the 

age?” 

 

4 Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in my name, 

claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many. 6 You will hear of wars and rumors of 

wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 

7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and 

earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the beginning of birth pains. 

 

9 “Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all 

nations because of me. 10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and 

hate each other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 Because of 

the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but the one who stands firm to 

the end will be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as 

a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 

 

15 “So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’[a] 

spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand— 16 then let those who are in 

Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let no one on the housetop go down to take anything out of the 

house. 18 Let no one in the field go back to get their cloak. 19 How dreadful it will be in those 

days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20 Pray that your flight will not take place in 

winter or on the Sabbath. 21 For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning 

of the world until now—and never to be equaled again. 

 

22 “If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those 

days will be shortened. 23 At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or, 

‘There he is!’ do not believe it. 24 For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform 

great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told you ahead of 

time. 

 

26 “So if anyone tells you, ‘There he is, out in the wilderness,’ do not go out; or, ‘Here he is, in 

the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. 27 For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in 

the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28 Wherever there is a carcass, there the 

vultures will gather. 
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29 “Immediately after the distress of those days 

 

“‘the sun will be darkened, 

    and the moon will not give its light; 

the stars will fall from the sky, 

    and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’[b] 

 

30 “Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples of the 

earth[c] will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with power 

and great glory.[d] 31 And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather 

his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. 

 

32 “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come 

out, you know that summer is near. 33 Even so, when you see all these things, you know that 

it[e] is near, right at the door. 34 Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away 

until all these things have happened. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 

never pass away. 

 

The Day and Hour Unknown 

36 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son,[f] but 

only the Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 

38 For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 

marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing about what would 

happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the 

Son of Man. 40 Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two 

women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. 

 

42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43 But 

understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, 

he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must 

be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. 

 

45 “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants 

in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46 It will be good for that servant 

whose master finds him doing so when he returns. 47 Truly I tell you, he will put him in charge 

of all his possessions. 48 But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, ‘My master is 

staying away a long time,’ 49 and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink 

with drunkards. 50 The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him 

and at an hour he is not aware of. 51 He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the 

hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
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Chapter15 

 

 

Acts 1:1-11 

 

Jesus Taken Up Into Heaven 

1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the 

day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he 

had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs 

that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom 

of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not 

leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 

5 For John baptized with[a] water, but in a few days you will be baptized with[b] the Holy 

Spirit.” 

 

6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 

 

7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 

authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

 

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

 

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed 

in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into 

the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same 

way you have seen him go into heaven.” 
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Chapter 16 

 

Acts 6-7  

 

The Choosing of the Seven 

6 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews[a] among 

them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the 

daily distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would 

not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 

Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit 

and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 and will give our attention to prayer 

and the ministry of the word.” 

 

5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy 

Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to 

Judaism. 6 They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 

 

7 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large 

number of priests became obedient to the faith. 

 

Stephen Seized 

8 Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great wonders and signs among 

the people. 9 Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it 

was called)—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia—who 

began to argue with Stephen. 10 But they could not stand up against the wisdom the Spirit gave 

him as he spoke. 

 

11 Then they secretly persuaded some men to say, “We have heard Stephen speak blasphemous 

words against Moses and against God.” 

 

12 So they stirred up the people and the elders and the teachers of the law. They seized Stephen 

and brought him before the Sanhedrin. 13 They produced false witnesses, who testified, “This 

fellow never stops speaking against this holy place and against the law. 14 For we have heard 

him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs Moses handed 

down to us.” 

 

15 All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked intently at Stephen, and they saw that his face 

was like the face of an angel. 

 

Stephen’s Speech to the Sanhedrin 

7:1 Then the high priest asked Stephen, “Are these charges true?” 

 

2 To this he replied: “Brothers and fathers, listen to me! The God of glory appeared to our father 

Abraham while he was still in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Harran. 3 ‘Leave your country 

and your people,’ God said, ‘and go to the land I will show you.’[a] 
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4 “So he left the land of the Chaldeans and settled in Harran. After the death of his father, God 

sent him to this land where you are now living. 5 He gave him no inheritance here, not even 

enough ground to set his foot on. But God promised him that he and his descendants after him 

would possess the land, even though at that time Abraham had no child. 6 God spoke to him in 

this way: ‘For four hundred years your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own, 

and they will be enslaved and mistreated. 7 But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves,’ 

God said, ‘and afterward they will come out of that country and worship me in this place.’[b] 8 

Then he gave Abraham the covenant of circumcision. And Abraham became the father of Isaac 

and circumcised him eight days after his birth. Later Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob 

became the father of the twelve patriarchs. 

 

9 “Because the patriarchs were jealous of Joseph, they sold him as a slave into Egypt. But God 

was with him 10 and rescued him from all his troubles. He gave Joseph wisdom and enabled him 

to gain the goodwill of Pharaoh king of Egypt. So Pharaoh made him ruler over Egypt and all his 

palace. 

 

11 “Then a famine struck all Egypt and Canaan, bringing great suffering, and our ancestors could 

not find food. 12 When Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent our forefathers on their 

first visit. 13 On their second visit, Joseph told his brothers who he was, and Pharaoh learned 

about Joseph’s family. 14 After this, Joseph sent for his father Jacob and his whole family, 

seventy-five in all. 15 Then Jacob went down to Egypt, where he and our ancestors died. 16 

Their bodies were brought back to Shechem and placed in the tomb that Abraham had bought 

from the sons of Hamor at Shechem for a certain sum of money. 

 

17 “As the time drew near for God to fulfill his promise to Abraham, the number of our people in 

Egypt had greatly increased. 18 Then ‘a new king, to whom Joseph meant nothing, came to 

power in Egypt.’[c] 19 He dealt treacherously with our people and oppressed our ancestors by 

forcing them to throw out their newborn babies so that they would die. 

 

20 “At that time Moses was born, and he was no ordinary child.[d] For three months he was 

cared for by his family. 21 When he was placed outside, Pharaoh’s daughter took him and 

brought him up as her own son. 22 Moses was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and 

was powerful in speech and action. 

 

23 “When Moses was forty years old, he decided to visit his own people, the Israelites. 24 He 

saw one of them being mistreated by an Egyptian, so he went to his defense and avenged him by 

killing the Egyptian. 25 Moses thought that his own people would realize that God was using 

him to rescue them, but they did not. 26 The next day Moses came upon two Israelites who were 

fighting. He tried to reconcile them by saying, ‘Men, you are brothers; why do you want to hurt 

each other?’ 

 

27 “But the man who was mistreating the other pushed Moses aside and said, ‘Who made you 

ruler and judge over us? 28 Are you thinking of killing me as you killed the Egyptian 

yesterday?’[e] 29 When Moses heard this, he fled to Midian, where he settled as a foreigner and 

had two sons. 
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30 “After forty years had passed, an angel appeared to Moses in the flames of a burning bush in 

the desert near Mount Sinai. 31 When he saw this, he was amazed at the sight. As he went over 

to get a closer look, he heard the Lord say: 32 ‘I am the God of your fathers, the God of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.’[f] Moses trembled with fear and did not dare to look. 

 

33 “Then the Lord said to him, ‘Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is 

holy ground. 34 I have indeed seen the oppression of my people in Egypt. I have heard their 

groaning and have come down to set them free. Now come, I will send you back to Egypt.’[g] 

 

35 “This is the same Moses they had rejected with the words, ‘Who made you ruler and judge?’ 

He was sent to be their ruler and deliverer by God himself, through the angel who appeared to 

him in the bush. 36 He led them out of Egypt and performed wonders and signs in Egypt, at the 

Red Sea and for forty years in the wilderness. 

 

37 “This is the Moses who told the Israelites, ‘God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 

your own people.’[h] 38 He was in the assembly in the wilderness, with the angel who spoke to 

him on Mount Sinai, and with our ancestors; and he received living words to pass on to us. 

 

39 “But our ancestors refused to obey him. Instead, they rejected him and in their hearts turned 

back to Egypt. 40 They told Aaron, ‘Make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow 

Moses who led us out of Egypt—we don’t know what has happened to him!’[i] 41 That was the 

time they made an idol in the form of a calf. They brought sacrifices to it and reveled in what 

their own hands had made. 42 But God turned away from them and gave them over to the 

worship of the sun, moon and stars. This agrees with what is written in the book of the prophets: 

 

“‘Did you bring me sacrifices and offerings 

    forty years in the wilderness, people of Israel? 

43 You have taken up the tabernacle of Molek 

    and the star of your god Rephan, 

    the idols you made to worship. 

Therefore I will send you into exile’[j] beyond Babylon. 

 

44 “Our ancestors had the tabernacle of the covenant law with them in the wilderness. It had 

been made as God directed Moses, according to the pattern he had seen. 45 After receiving the 

tabernacle, our ancestors under Joshua brought it with them when they took the land from the 

nations God drove out before them. It remained in the land until the time of David, 46 who 

enjoyed God’s favor and asked that he might provide a dwelling place for the God of Jacob.[k] 

47 But it was Solomon who built a house for him. 

 

48 “However, the Most High does not live in houses made by human hands. As the prophet says: 

 

49 “‘Heaven is my throne, 

    and the earth is my footstool. 

What kind of house will you build for me? 

says the Lord. 

    Or where will my resting place be? 
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50 Has not my hand made all these things?’[l] 

 

51 “You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. You are just like your 

ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit! 52 Was there ever a prophet your ancestors did not 

persecute? They even killed those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you 

have betrayed and murdered him— 53 you who have received the law that was given through 

angels but have not obeyed it.” 

 

The Stoning of Stephen 

54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at 

him. 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and 

Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of 

Man standing at the right hand of God.” 

 

57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, 58 

dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at 

the feet of a young man named Saul. 

 

59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he 

fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, 

he fell asleep. 
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Chapter 17 

 

 

Sauls eyes and ears received my Lords message. Saul steps to stop the stoning, sensing Saul the 

cloaks are layed to not stop it, they will take my life now. Father please forgive them they know 

not what they do. Father my message I was to deliver to the Romans, how will my message be 

received. Paul and Peter will establish My Name and Church in Rome. Both will live a long life. 

Paul received My message the preparation has begun. I will use Paul’s persecution of Me against 

him and turn his instrument of hate into his testimony of My Grace, Mercy and Purpose. Paul 

and the disciples will bring my message to the Greeks the Romans and the gentiles. My will be 

done Stephen. 
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Chapter 18 

 

 

Acts 8:1-3  

 

And Saul approved of their killing him. 

 

The Church Persecuted and Scattered 

On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the 

apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 2 Godly men buried Stephen and 

mourned deeply for him. 3 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he 

dragged off both men and women and put them in prison. 
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Chapter 19 

 

 

Acts 9:1-19 

 

 

Saul’s Conversion 

9 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He 

went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he 

found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as 

prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven 

flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do 

you persecute me?” 

 

5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 

 

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the city, and you 

will be told what you must do.” 

 

7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see 

anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So 

they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink 

anything. 

 

10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, 

“Ananias!” 

 

“Yes, Lord,” he answered. 

 

11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from 

Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and 

place his hands on him to restore his sight.” 

 

13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has 

done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with authority from the chief 

priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 

 

15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name 

to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must 

suffer for my name.” 

 

17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother 

Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me 

so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like 

scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19 and after 

taking some food, he regained his strength. 
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Chapter 20 

 

Acts 10:1-48 

 

Cornelius Calls for Peter 

10 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian 

Regiment. 2 He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in 

need and prayed to God regularly. 3 One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He 

distinctly saw an angel of God, who came to him and said, “Cornelius!” 

 

4 Cornelius stared at him in fear. “What is it, Lord?” he asked. 

 

The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering 

before God. 5 Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon who is called Peter. 6 

He is staying with Simon the tanner, whose house is by the sea.” 

 

7 When the angel who spoke to him had gone, Cornelius called two of his servants and a devout 

soldier who was one of his attendants. 8 He told them everything that had happened and sent 

them to Joppa. 

 

Peter’s Vision 

9 About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter 

went up on the roof to pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the 

meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw heaven opened and something like a 

large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners. 12 It contained all kinds of four-footed 

animals, as well as reptiles and birds. 13 Then a voice told him, “Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.” 

 

14 “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.” 

15 The voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call anything impure that God has made lean.” 

16 This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken back to heaven. 

 

17 While Peter was wondering about the meaning of the vision, the men sent by Cornelius found 

out where Simon’s house was and stopped at the gate. 18 They called out, asking if Simon who 

was known as Peter was staying there. 

 

19 While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Simon, three[a] men 

are looking for you. 20 So get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to go with them, for I have 

sent them.” 

 

21 Peter went down and said to the men, “I’m the one you’re looking for. Why have you come?” 

22 The men replied, “We have come from Cornelius the centurion. He is a righteous and God-

fearing man, who is respected by all the Jewish people. A holy angel told him to ask you to come 

to his house so that he could hear what you have to say.” 23 Then Peter invited the men into the 

house to be his guests. 
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Peter at Cornelius’s House 

 

 

The next day Peter started out with them, and some of the believers from Joppa went along. 24 

The following day he arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together 

his relatives and close friends. 25 As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him and fell at his 

feet in reverence. 26 But Peter made him get up. “Stand up,” he said, “I am only a man myself.” 

 

27 While talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of people. 28 He said to 

them: “You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with or visit a Gentile. 

But God has shown me that I should not call anyone impure or unclean. 29 So when I was sent 

for, I came without raising any objection. May I ask why you sent for me?” 

 

30 Cornelius answered: “Three days ago I was in my house praying at this hour, at three in the 

afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood before me 31 and said, ‘Cornelius, God has 

heard your prayer and remembered your gifts to the poor. 32 Send to Joppa for Simon who is 

called Peter. He is a guest in the home of Simon the tanner, who lives by the sea.’ 33 So I sent 

for you immediately, and it was good of you to come. Now we are all here in the presence of 

God to listen to everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us.” 

 

34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35 

but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right. 36 You know the 

message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace through Jesus 

Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, 

beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— 38 how God anointed Jesus of 

Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all 

who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him. 

 

39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They 

killed him by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the third day and 

caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had 

already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He 

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as 

judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 

44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the 

message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of 

the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. 46 For they heard them speaking in 

tongues[b] and praising God. Then Peter said, 47 “Surely no one can stand in the way of their 

being baptized with water. They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” 48 So he ordered 

that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a 

few days. 
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Chapter 21 

 

 

Acts 23:1-11 

 

23 Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said, “My brothers, I have fulfilled my duty to God 

in all good conscience to this day.” 2 At this the high priest Ananias ordered those standing near 

Paul to strike him on the mouth. 3 Then Paul said to him, “God will strike you, you whitewashed 

wall! You sit there to judge me according to the law, yet you yourself violate the law by 

commanding that I be struck!” 

 

4 Those who were standing near Paul said, “How dare you insult God’s high priest!” 

 

5 Paul replied, “Brothers, I did not realize that he was the high priest; for it is written: ‘Do not 

speak evil about the ruler of your people.’[a]” 

 

6 Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others Pharisees, called out in 

the Sanhedrin, “My brothers, I am a Pharisee, descended from Pharisees. I stand on trial because 

of the hope of the resurrection of the dead.” 7 When he said this, a dispute broke out between the 

Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. 8 (The Sadducees say that there is 

no resurrection, and that there are neither angels nor spirits, but the Pharisees believe all these 

things.) 

 

9 There was a great uproar, and some of the teachers of the law who were Pharisees stood up and 

argued vigorously. “We find nothing wrong with this man,” they said. “What if a spirit or an 

angel has spoken to him?” 10 The dispute became so violent that the commander was afraid Paul 

would be torn to pieces by them. He ordered the troops to go down and take him away from them 

by force and bring him into the barracks. 

 

11 The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take courage! As you have testified 

about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.” 
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Chapter 22 

 

 

Acts 25:1-27 

 

Paul’s Trial Before Festus 

25 Three days after arriving in the province, Festus went up from Caesarea to Jerusalem, 2 where 

the chief priests and the Jewish leaders appeared before him and presented the charges against 

Paul. 3 They requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for they 

were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. 4 Festus answered, “Paul is being held at 

Caesarea, and I myself am going there soon. 5 Let some of your leaders come with me, and if the 

man has done anything wrong, they can press charges against him there.” 

 

6 After spending eight or ten days with them, Festus went down to Caesarea. The next day he 

convened the court and ordered that Paul be brought before him. 7 When Paul came in, the Jews 

who had come down from Jerusalem stood around him. They brought many serious charges 

against him, but they could not prove them. 

 

8 Then Paul made his defense: “I have done nothing wrong against the Jewish law or against the 

temple or against Caesar.” 

 

9 Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul, “Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and 

stand trial before me there on these charges?” 

 

10 Paul answered: “I am now standing before Caesar’s court, where I ought to be tried. I have 

not done any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well. 11 If, however, I am guilty of 

doing anything deserving death, I do not refuse to die. But if the charges brought against me by 

these Jews are not true, no one has the right to hand me over to them. I appeal to Caesar!” 

 

12 After Festus had conferred with his council, he declared: “You have appealed to Caesar. To 

Caesar you will go!” 

 

Festus Consults King Agrippa 

13 A few days later King Agrippa and Bernice arrived at Caesarea to pay their respects to Festus. 

14 Since they were spending many days there, Festus discussed Paul’s case with the king. He 

said: “There is a man here whom Felix left as a prisoner. 15 When I went to Jerusalem, the chief 

priests and the elders of the Jews brought charges against him and asked that he be condemned. 

 

16 “I told them that it is not the Roman custom to hand over anyone before they have faced their 

accusers and have had an opportunity to defend themselves against the charges. 17 When they 

came here with me, I did not delay the case, but convened the court the next day and ordered the 

man to be brought in. 18 When his accusers got up to speak, they did not charge him with any of 

the crimes I had expected. 19 Instead, they had some points of dispute with him about their own 

religion and about a dead man named Jesus who Paul claimed was alive. 20 I was at a loss how 

to investigate such matters; so I asked if he would be willing to go to Jerusalem and stand trial 
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there on these charges. 21 But when Paul made his appeal to be held over for the Emperor’s 

decision, I ordered him held until I could send him to Caesar.” 

 

22 Then Agrippa said to Festus, “I would like to hear this man myself.” 

 

He replied, “Tomorrow you will hear him.” 

 

Paul Before Agrippa 

23 The next day Agrippa and Bernice came with great pomp and entered the audience room with 

the high-ranking military officers and the prominent men of the city. At the command of Festus, 

Paul was brought in. 24 Festus said: “King Agrippa, and all who are present with us, you see this 

man! The whole Jewish community has petitioned me about him in Jerusalem and here in 

Caesarea, shouting that he ought not to live any longer. 25 I found he had done nothing 

deserving of death, but because he made his appeal to the Emperor I decided to send him to 

Rome. 26 But I have nothing definite to write to His Majesty about him. Therefore I have 

brought him before all of you, and especially before you, King Agrippa, so that as a result of this 

investigation I may have something to write. 27 For I think it is unreasonable to send a prisoner 

on to Rome without specifying the charges against him.” 
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Chapter 23 

 

 

Acts 26 

 

 

26 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for yourself.” 

 

So Paul motioned with his hand and began his defense: 2 “King Agrippa, I consider myself 

fortunate to stand before you today as I make my defense against all the accusations of the Jews, 

3 and especially so because you are well acquainted with all the Jewish customs and 

controversies. Therefore, I beg you to listen to me patiently. 

 

4 “The Jewish people all know the way I have lived ever since I was a child, from the beginning 

of my life in my own country, and also in Jerusalem. 5 They have known me for a long time and 

can testify, if they are willing, that I conformed to the strictest sect of our religion, living as a 

Pharisee. 6 And now it is because of my hope in what God has promised our ancestors that I am 

on trial today. 7 This is the promise our twelve tribes are hoping to see fulfilled as they earnestly 

serve God day and night. King Agrippa, it is because of this hope that these Jews are accusing 

me. 8 Why should any of you consider it incredible that God raises the dead? 

 

9 “I too was convinced that I ought to do all that was possible to oppose the name of Jesus of 

Nazareth. 10 And that is just what I did in Jerusalem. On the authority of the chief priests I put 

many of the Lord’s people in prison, and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against 

them. 11 Many a time I went from one synagogue to another to have them punished, and I tried 

to force them to blaspheme. I was so obsessed with persecuting them that I even hunted them 

down in foreign cities. 

 

12 “On one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the authority and commission of the 

chief priests. 13 About noon, King Agrippa, as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, 

brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my companions. 14 We all fell to the ground, and I 

heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic,[a] ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for 

you to kick against the goads.’ 

 

 

 

15 “Then I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ 

 

“ ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the Lord replied. 16 ‘Now get up and stand on your 

feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen 

and will see of me. 17 I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am 

sending you to them 18 to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the 

power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those 

who are sanctified by faith in me.’ 
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19 “So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. 20 First to those in 

Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and then to the Gentiles, I preached that 

they should repent and turn to God and demonstrate their repentance by their deeds. 21 That is 

why some Jews seized me in the temple courts and tried to kill me. 22 But God has helped me to 

this very day; so I stand here and testify to small and great alike. I am saying nothing beyond 

what the prophets and Moses said would happen— 23 that the Messiah would suffer and, as the 

first to rise from the dead, would bring the message of light to his own people and to the 

Gentiles.” 

 

24 At this point Festus interrupted Paul’s defense. “You are out of your mind, Paul!” he shouted. 

“Your great learning is driving you insane.” 

 

25 “I am not insane, most excellent Festus,” Paul replied. “What I am saying is true and 

reasonable. 26 The king is familiar with these things, and I can speak freely to him. I am 

convinced that none of this has escaped his notice, because it was not done in a corner. 27 King 

Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know you do.” 

 

28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be 

a Christian?” 

 

29 Paul replied, “Short time or long—I pray to God that not only you but all who are listening to 

me today may become what I am, except for these chains.” 

 

30 The king rose, and with him the governor and Bernice and those sitting with them. 31 After 

they left the room, they began saying to one another, “This man is not doing anything that 

deserves death or imprisonment.” 

 

32 Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could have been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar.” 
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Chapter 24 

 

 

Acts 28:11-31 

 

 

Paul’s Arrival at Rome 

11 After three months we put out to sea in a ship that had wintered in the island—it was an 

Alexandrian ship with the figurehead of the twin gods Castor and Pollux. 12 We put in at 

Syracuse and stayed there three days. 13 From there we set sail and arrived at Rhegium. The next 

day the south wind came up, and on the following day we reached Puteoli. 14 There we found 

some brothers and sisters who invited us to spend a week with them. And so we came to Rome. 

15 The brothers and sisters there had heard that we were coming, and they traveled as far as the 

Forum of Appius and the Three Taverns to meet us. At the sight of these people Paul thanked 

God and was encouraged. 16 When we got to Rome, Paul was allowed to live by himself, with a 

soldier to guard him. 

 

Paul Preaches at Rome Under Guard 

17 Three days later he called together the local Jewish leaders. When they had assembled, Paul 

said to them: “My brothers, although I have done nothing against our people or against the 

customs of our ancestors, I was arrested in Jerusalem and handed over to the Romans. 18 They 

examined me and wanted to release me, because I was not guilty of any crime deserving death. 

19 The Jews objected, so I was compelled to make an appeal to Caesar. I certainly did not intend 

to bring any charge against my own people. 20 For this reason I have asked to see you and talk 

with you. It is because of the hope of Israel that I am bound with this chain.” 

 

21 They replied, “We have not received any letters from Judea concerning you, and none of our 

people who have come from there has reported or said anything bad about you. 22 But we want 

to hear what your views are, for we know that people everywhere are talking against this sect.” 

 

23 They arranged to meet Paul on a certain day, and came in even larger numbers to the place 

where he was staying. He witnessed to them from morning till evening, explaining about the 

kingdom of God, and from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets he tried to persuade them 

about Jesus. 24 Some were convinced by what he said, but others would not believe. 25 They 

disagreed among themselves and began to leave after Paul had made this final statement: “The 

Holy Spirit spoke the truth to your ancestors when he said through Isaiah the prophet: 

 

26 “‘Go to this people and say, 

“You will be ever hearing but never understanding; 

    you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.” 

27 For this people’s heart has become calloused; 

    they hardly hear with their ears, 

    and they have closed their eyes. 

Otherwise they might see with their eyes, 

    hear with their ears, 

    understand with their hearts 
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and turn, and I would heal them.’[a] 

 

28 “Therefore I want you to know that God’s salvation has been sent to the Gentiles, and they 

will listen!” [29] [b] 

 

30 For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and welcomed all who came to 

see him. 31 He proclaimed the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ—with all 

boldness and without hindrance! 
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Chapter 25 

 

 

Romans 1:1-25 

 

1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— 2 

the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3 regarding his 

Son, who as to his earthly life[a] was a descendant of David, 4 and who through the Spirit of 

holiness was appointed the Son of God in power[b] by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 5 Through him we received grace and apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the 

obedience that comes from[c] faith for his name’s sake. 6 And you also are among those Gentiles 

who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. 

 

7 To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy people: 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Paul’s Longing to Visit Rome 

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is being reported 

all over the world. 9 God, whom I serve in my spirit in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my 

witness how constantly I remember you 10 in my prayers at all times; and I pray that now at last 

by God’s will the way may be opened for me to come to you. 

 

11 I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong— 12 that 

is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith. 13 I do not want you to be 

unaware, brothers and sisters,[d] that I planned many times to come to you (but have been 

prevented from doing so until now) in order that I might have a harvest among you, just as I have 

had among the other Gentiles. 

 

14 I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish. 15 That is 

why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are in Rome. 

 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to 

everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 17 For in the gospel the 

righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last,[e] just as it is 

written: “The righteous will live by faith.”[f] 

 

God’s Wrath Against Sinful Humanity 

18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness 

of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God is 

plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world 

God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being 

understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse. 

 

21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but 

their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to 
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be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to 

look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles. 

 

24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the 

degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and 

worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 
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Chapter 26 

 

 

Romans 4:1-25 

 

Abraham Justified by Faith 

4 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, discovered in this 

matter? 2 If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but not 

before God. 3 What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 

righteousness.”[a] 

 

4 Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an obligation. 5 However, to 

the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as 

righteousness. 6 David says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the one to 

whom God credits righteousness apart from works: 

 

7 “Blessed are those 

    whose transgressions are forgiven, 

    whose sins are covered. 

8 Blessed is the one 

    whose sin the Lord will never count against them.”[b] 

 

9 Is this blessedness only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We have been 

saying that Abraham’s faith was credited to him as righteousness. 10 Under what circumstances 

was it credited? Was it after he was circumcised, or before? It was not after, but before! 11 And 

he received circumcision as a sign, a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was 

still uncircumcised. So then, he is the father of all who believe but have not been circumcised, in 

order that righteousness might be credited to them. 12 And he is then also the father of the 

circumcised who not only are circumcised but who also follow in the footsteps of the faith that 

our father Abraham had before he was circumcised. 

 

13 It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would 

be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. 14 For if those who 

depend on the law are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise is worthless, 15 because the 

law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression. 

 

16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to 

all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who have the 

faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17 As it is written: “I have made you a father of 

many nations.”[c] He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives 

life to the dead and calls into being things that were not. 

 

18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as 

it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”[d] 19 Without weakening in his faith, he 

faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and 

that Sarah’s womb was also dead. 20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the 
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promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21 being fully 

persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. 22 This is why “it was credited to 

him as righteousness.” 23 The words “it was credited to him” were written not for him alone, 24 

but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for us who believe in him who raised 

Jesus our Lord from the dead. 25 He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to 

life for our justification. 
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Chapter 27 

 

 

2 Corinthians 12:1-10 

 

Paul’s Vision and His Thorn 

12 I must go on boasting. Although there is nothing to be gained, I will go on to visions and 

revelations from the Lord. 2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the 

third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not know—God knows. 3 And I 

know that this man—whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, but God 

knows— 4 was caught up to paradise and heard inexpressible things, things that no one is 

permitted to tell. 5 I will boast about a man like that, but I will not boast about myself, except 

about my weaknesses. 6 Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because I would 

be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted by what I 

do or say, 7 or because of these surpassingly great revelations. Therefore, in order to keep me 

from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 

8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is 

sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the 

more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for 

Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For 

when I am weak, then I am strong. 
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Chapter 28 

 

 

Galatians 1:11-24 

 

Paul Called by God 

11 I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached is not of human origin. 12 

I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from 

Jesus Christ. 

 

13 For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I persecuted the 

church of God and tried to destroy it. 14 I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own 

age among my people and was extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers. 15 But when 

God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb and called me by his grace, was pleased 16 to 

reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles, my immediate response was 

not to consult any human being. 17 I did not go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles 

before I was, but I went into Arabia. Later I returned to Damascus. 

 

18 Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Cephas[b] and stayed 

with him fifteen days. 19 I saw none of the other apostles—only James, the Lord’s brother. 20 I 

assure you before God that what I am writing you is no lie. 

 

21 Then I went to Syria and Cilicia. 22 I was personally unknown to the churches of Judea that 

are in Christ. 23 They only heard the report: “The man who formerly persecuted us is now 

preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” 24 And they praised God because of me. 
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Chapter 29 

 

 

Galatians 2:1-10 

 

Paul Accepted by the Apostles 

2 Then after fourteen years, I went up again to Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas. I took Titus 

along also. 2 I went in response to a revelation and, meeting privately with those esteemed as 

leaders, I presented to them the gospel that I preach among the Gentiles. I wanted to be sure I 

was not running and had not been running my race in vain. 3 Yet not even Titus, who was with 

me, was compelled to be circumcised, even though he was a Greek. 4 This matter arose because 

some false believers had infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus and 

to make us slaves. 5 We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel 

might be preserved for you. 

 

6 As for those who were held in high esteem—whatever they were makes no difference to me; 

God does not show favoritism—they added nothing to my message. 7 On the contrary, they 

recognized that I had been entrusted with the task of preaching the gospel to the 

uncircumcised,[a] just as Peter had been to the circumcised.[b] 8 For God, who was at work in 

Peter as an apostle to the circumcised, was also at work in me as an apostle to the Gentiles. 9 

James, Cephas[c] and John, those esteemed as pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of 

fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the 

Gentiles, and they to the circumcised. 10 All they asked was that we should continue to 

remember the poor, the very thing I had been eager to do all along. 
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Chapter 30 

Galatians 3:15-29 

 

The Law and the Promise 

15 Brothers and sisters, let me take an example from everyday life. Just as no one can set aside 

or add to a human covenant that has been duly established, so it is in this case. 16 The promises 

were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. Scripture does not say “and to seeds,” meaning many 

people, but “and to your seed,”[i] meaning one person, who is Christ. 17 What I mean is this: 

The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant previously established by 

God and thus do away with the promise. 18 For if the inheritance depends on the law, then it no 

longer depends on the promise; but God in his grace gave it to Abraham through a promise. 

 

19 Why, then, was the law given at all? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to 

whom the promise referred had come. The law was given through angels and entrusted to a 

mediator. 20 A mediator, however, implies more than one party; but God is one. 

 

21 Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been 

given that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. 22 But 

Scripture has locked up everything under the control of sin, so that what was promised, being 

given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe. 

 

Children of God 

23 Before the coming of this faith,[j] we were held in custody under the law, locked up until the 

faith that was to come would be revealed. 24 So the law was our guardian until Christ came that 

we might be justified by faith. 25 Now that this faith has come, we are no longer under a 

guardian. 

 

26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were 

baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, 

neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you 

belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
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Chapter 31 

 

 

Colossians 4:1-6 

 

 

4 Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you know that you also have a 

Master in heaven. 

 

Further Instructions 

2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for us, too, that God 

may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am 

in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 5 Be wise in the way you act toward 

outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, 

seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone. 
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Chapter 32 

 

 

Hebrews 9:1-15 

 

Worship in the Earthly Tabernacle 

9 Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly sanctuary. 2 A 

tabernacle was set up. In its first room were the lampstand and the table with its consecrated 

bread; this was called the Holy Place. 3 Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most 

Holy Place, 4 which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered ark of the covenant. 

This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron’s staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of 

the covenant. 5 Above the ark were the cherubim of the Glory, overshadowing the atonement 

cover. But we cannot discuss these things in detail now. 

 

6 When everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered regularly into the outer room 

to carry on their ministry. 7 But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a 

year, and never without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people had 

committed in ignorance. 8 The Holy Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most Holy 

Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first tabernacle was still functioning. 9 This is an 

illustration for the present time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered were not 

able to clear the conscience of the worshiper. 10 They are only a matter of food and drink and 

various ceremonial washings—external regulations applying until the time of the new order. 

 

The Blood of Christ 

11 But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here,[a] he went 

through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that is to say, 

is not a part of this creation. 12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but 

he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining[b] eternal 

redemption. 13 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are 

ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. 14 How much more, then, 

will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, 

cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death,[c] so that we may serve the living God! 

 

15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may 

receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from 

the sins committed under the first covenant. 

 

  



49 
 

Chapter 33 

 

 

Hebrews 13:20-25 

 

Benediction and Final Greetings 

20 Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from 

the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21 equip you with everything good for 

doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be 

glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

22 Brothers and sisters, I urge you to bear with my word of exhortation, for in fact I have written 

to you quite briefly. 

 

23 I want you to know that our brother Timothy has been released. If he arrives soon, I will come 

with him to see you. 

 

24 Greet all your leaders and all the Lord’s people. Those from Italy send you their greetings. 

 

25 Grace be with you all. 
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Chapter 34 

 

 

John 16:1-28 

 

16 “All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. 2 They will put you out of the 

synagogue; in fact, the time is coming when anyone who kills you will think they are offering a 

service to God. 3 They will do such things because they have not known the Father or me. 4 I 

have told you this, so that when their time comes you will remember that I warned you about 

them. I did not tell you this from the beginning because I was with you, 5 but now I am going to 

him who sent me. None of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 Rather, you are filled with 

grief because I have said these things. 7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am 

going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to 

you. 8 When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness 

and judgment: 9 about sin, because people do not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because 

I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and about judgment, because the 

prince of this world now stands condemned. 

 

12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit of 

truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak 

only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will glorify me because it is 

from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father 

is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you.” 

 

The Disciples’ Grief Will Turn to Joy 

16 Jesus went on to say, “In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while 

you will see me.” 

 

17 At this, some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he mean by saying, ‘In a little 

while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me,’ and ‘Because I am 

going to the Father’?” 18 They kept asking, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We don’t 

understand what he is saying.” 

 

19 Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, “Are you asking one 

another what I meant when I said, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a 

little while you will see me’? 20 Very truly I tell you, you will weep and mourn while the world 

rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. 21 A woman giving birth to a child has 

pain because her time has come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of 

her joy that a child is born into the world. 22 So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will 

see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy. 23 In that day you will 

no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, my Father will give you whatever you ask in 

my name. 24 Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, 

and your joy will be complete. 

 

25 “Though I have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming when I will no longer use this 

kind of language but will tell you plainly about my Father. 26 In that day you will ask in my 
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name. I am not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf. 27 No, the Father himself loves 

you because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God. 28 I came from the 

Father and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father.” 
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Chapter 35 

 

 

John 17:1-5 

 

Jesus Prays to Be Glorified 

17 After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 

 

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For you granted 

him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3 

Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have 

sent. 4 I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. 5 And now, 

Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. 
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Chapter 36 

 

 

2 Thessalonians 1-12 

 

The Man of Lawlessness 

2 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, 

brothers and sisters, 2 not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by the teaching allegedly from 

us—whether by a prophecy or by word of mouth or by letter—asserting that the day of the Lord 

has already come. 3 Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until 

the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness[a] is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. 4 

He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that 

he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God. 

 

5 Don’t you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these things? 6 And now you 

know what is holding him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time. 7 For the secret 

power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do 

so till he is taken out of the way. 8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord 

Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming. 9 

The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with how Satan works. He will use all sorts 

of displays of power through signs and wonders that serve the lie, 10 and all the ways that 

wickedness deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth 

and so be saved. 11 For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe 

the lie 12 and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in 

wickedness. 
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Chapter 37 

 

 

2 Peter 3:1-16 

 

The Day of the Lord 

3 Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as reminders to 

stimulate you to wholesome thinking. 2 I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the 

holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles. 

 

3 Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following 

their own evil desires. 4 They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our 

ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” 5 But they 

deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens came into being and the earth was 

formed out of water and by water. 6 By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and 

destroyed. 7 By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for 

the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 

 

8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and 

a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 

understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone 

to come to repentance. 

 

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the 

elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare.[a] 

 

11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You 

ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its 

coming.[b] That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will 

melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and 

a new earth, where righteousness dwells. 

 

14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found 

spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 15 Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means 

salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 16 He 

writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some 

things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the 

other Scriptures, to their own destruction. 
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Chapter 38 

 

 

1 John 1:5-10 

 

 

 

Light and Darkness, Sin and Forgiveness 

5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no 

darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie 

and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 

fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all[b] sin. 

 

8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess 

our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is 

not in us. 
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Chapter 39 

 

 

James 5:1-6 

 

 

Warning to Rich Oppressors 

5 Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming on you. 2 

Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded. 

Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in 

the last days. 4 Look! The wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed your fields are 

crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. 5 

You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day 

of slaughter.[a] 6 You have condemned and murdered the innocent one, who was not opposing 

you. 
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Chapter 40 

 

 

Revelations final warning is to learn. 
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Chapter 41 

 

 

 

Revelations 1 

 

Prologue 

1 The revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon 

take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who testifies to 

everything he saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 3 Blessed is the 

one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to 

heart what is written in it, because the time is near. 

 

Greetings and Doxology 

4 John, 

 

To the seven churches in the province of Asia: 

 

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven 

spirits[a] before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn 

from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has made us to be a 

kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! 

Amen. 

 

7 “Look, he is coming with the clouds,”[b] 

    and “every eye will see him, 

even those who pierced him”; 

    and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.”[c] 

So shall it be! Amen. 

 

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to 

come, the Almighty.” 

 

John’s Vision of Christ 

9 I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that 

are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of 

Jesus. 10 On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a 

trumpet, 11 which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to 

Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.” 

 

12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven 

golden lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was someone like a son of man,[d] dressed in a 

robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hair on his head 

was white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like 
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bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right 

hand he held seven stars, and coming out of his mouth was a sharp, double-edged sword. His 

face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 

 

17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and 

said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and now 

look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades. 

 

19 “Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later. 20 The 

mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is 

this: The seven stars are the angels[e] of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the 

seven churches. 
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Chapter 42 

 

 

Revelations 2 

 

 

To the Church in Ephesus 

2 “To the angel[a] of the church in Ephesus write: 

 

These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the 

seven golden lampstands. 2 I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know 

that you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but 

are not, and have found them false. 3 You have persevered and have endured hardships for my 

name, and have not grown weary. 

 

4 Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first. 5 Consider how far 

you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to 

you and remove your lampstand from its place. 6 But you have this in your favor: You hate the 

practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 

 

7 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who is 

victorious, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God. 

 

To the Church in Smyrna 

8 “To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: 

 

These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again. 9 I 

know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich! I know about the slander of those who 

say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not be afraid of what you are 

about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer 

persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you life as your 

victor’s crown. 

 

11 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who is 

victorious will not be hurt at all by the second death. 

 

To the Church in Pergamum 

12 “To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: 

 

These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword. 13 I know where you live—

where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You did not renounce your faith in 

me, not even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to death in your city—

where Satan lives. 

 

14 Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: There are some among you who hold to the 

teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin so that they ate food 
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sacrificed to idols and committed sexual immorality. 15 Likewise, you also have those who hold 

to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and 

will fight against them with the sword of my mouth. 

 

17 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who is 

victorious, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give that person a white stone with a 

new name written on it, known only to the one who receives it. 

 

To the Church in Thyatira 

18 “To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: 

 

These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like 

burnished bronze. 19 I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and 

that you are now doing more than you did at first. 

 

20 Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a 

prophet. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food 

sacrificed to idols. 21 I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling. 22 

So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with her 

suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways. 23 I will strike her children dead. Then all the 

churches will know that I am he who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you 

according to your deeds. 

 

24 Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching and have not 

learned Satan’s so-called deep secrets, ‘I will not impose any other burden on you, 25 except to 

hold on to what you have until I come.’ 

 

26 To the one who is victorious and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the 

nations— 27 that one ‘will rule them with an iron scepter and will dash them to pieces like 

pottery’[b]—just as I have received authority from my Father. 28 I will also give that one the 

morning star. 29 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
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Chapter 43 

 

 

Revelations 3 

 

To the Church in Sardis 

3 “To the angel[a] of the church in Sardis write: 

 

These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits[b] of God and the seven stars. I know 

your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 2 Wake up! Strengthen what 

remains and is about to die, for I have found your deeds unfinished in the sight of my God. 3 

Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; hold it fast, and repent. But if you do 

not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time I will come to you. 

 

4 Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes. They will walk with me, 

dressed in white, for they are worthy. 5 The one who is victorious will, like them, be dressed in 

white. I will never blot out the name of that person from the book of life, but will acknowledge 

that name before my Father and his angels. 6 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit 

says to the churches. 

 

To the Church in Philadelphia 

7 “To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: 

 

These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no 

one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. 8 I know your deeds. See, I have placed before 

you an open door that no one can shut. I know that you have little strength, yet you have kept my 

word and have not denied my name. 9 I will make those who are of the synagogue of Satan, who 

claim to be Jews though they are not, but are liars—I will make them come and fall down at your 

feet and acknowledge that I have loved you. 10 Since you have kept my command to endure 

patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come on the whole world to 

test the inhabitants of the earth. 

 

11 I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown. 12 The one 

who is victorious I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will they leave it. I 

will write on them the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, 

which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on them my new name. 

13 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

 

To the Church in Laodicea 

14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: 

 

These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation. 15 I 

know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 16 

So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 

17 You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize 

that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold 
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refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your 

shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. 

 

19 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent. 20 Here I am! I stand at 

the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with 

that person, and they with me. 

 

21 To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I was 

victorious and sat down with my Father on his throne. 22 Whoever has ears, let them hear what 

the Spirit says to the churches.” 
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Chapter 44 

 

 

Revelations 4 

 

The Throne in Heaven 

4 After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I 

had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what 

must take place after this.” 2 At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in 

heaven with someone sitting on it. 3 And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper and 

ruby. A rainbow that shone like an emerald encircled the throne. 4 Surrounding the throne were 

twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in 

white and had crowns of gold on their heads. 5 From the throne came flashes of lightning, 

rumblings and peals of thunder. In front of the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the 

seven spirits[a] of God. 6 Also in front of the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, 

clear as crystal. 

 

In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in 

front and in back. 7 The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third 

had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle. 8 Each of the four living creatures had 

six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under its wings. Day and night they never 

stop saying: 

 

“‘Holy, holy, holy 

 

is the Lord God Almighty,’[b] 

 

who was, and is, and is to come.” 

 

9 Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne and 

who lives for ever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the 

throne and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and 

say: 

 

11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God, 

    to receive glory and honor and power, 

for you created all things, 

    and by your will they were created 

    and have their being.” 
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Chapter 45 

 

 

Revelations 5 

 

The Scroll and the Lamb 

5 Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides 

and sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is 

worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?” 3 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the 

earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. 4 I wept and wept because no one was found 

who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. 5 Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not 

weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open 

the scroll and its seven seals.” 

 

6 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the center of the throne, 

encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. The Lamb had seven horns and seven eyes, 

which are the seven spirits[a] of God sent out into all the earth. 7 He went and took the scroll 

from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. 8 And when he had taken it, the four living 

creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they 

were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of God’s people. 9 And they 

sang a new song, saying: 

 

“You are worthy to take the scroll 

    and to open its seals, 

because you were slain, 

    and with your blood you purchased for God 

    persons from every tribe and language and people and nation. 

10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, 

    and they will reign[b] on the earth.” 

 

11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and 

ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the 

elders. 12 In a loud voice they were saying: 

 

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 

    to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 

    and honor and glory and praise!” 

 

13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all 

that is in them, saying: 

 

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 

    be praise and honor and glory and power, 

for ever and ever!” 

 

14 The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped  
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Chapter 46 

 

 

Revelations 6 

 

The Seals 

6 I watched as the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals. Then I heard one of the four living 

creatures say in a voice like thunder, “Come!” 2 I looked, and there before me was a white horse! 

Its rider held a bow, and he was given a crown, and he rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest. 

 

3 When the Lamb opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, “Come!” 4 

Then another horse came out, a fiery red one. Its rider was given power to take peace from the 

earth and to make people kill each other. To him was given a large sword. 

 

5 When the Lamb opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come!” I looked, 

and there before me was a black horse! Its rider was holding a pair of scales in his hand. 6 Then I 

heard what sounded like a voice among the four living creatures, saying, “Two pounds[a] of 

wheat for a day’s wages,[b] and six pounds[c] of barley for a day’s wages,[d] and do not damage 

the oil and the wine!” 

 

7 When the Lamb opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, 

“Come!” 8 I looked, and there before me was a pale horse! Its rider was named Death, and Hades 

was following close behind him. They were given power over a fourth of the earth to kill by 

sword, famine and plague, and by the wild beasts of the earth. 

 

9 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain 

because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained. 10 They called out in a loud 

voice, “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and 

avenge our blood?” 11 Then each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a 

little longer, until the full number of their fellow servants, their brothers and sisters,[e] were 

killed just as they had been. 

 

12 I watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great earthquake. The sun turned black like 

sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon turned blood red, 13 and the stars in the sky fell to 

earth, as figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by a strong wind. 14 The heavens receded like a 

scroll being rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. 

 

15 Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and everyone else, 

both slave and free, hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains. 16 They called to the 

mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us[f] from the face of him who sits on the throne 

and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the great day of their[g] wrath has come, and who can 

withstand it?” 
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Chapter 47 

 

 

Revelations 7 

 

 

144,000 Sealed 

7 After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four 

winds of the earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land or on the sea or on any tree. 2 

Then I saw another angel coming up from the east, having the seal of the living God. He called 

out in a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm the land and the sea: 3 

“Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants 

of our God.” 4 Then I heard the number of those who were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of 

Israel. 

 

5 From the tribe of Judah 12,000 were sealed, 

 

from the tribe of Reuben 12,000, 

 

from the tribe of Gad 12,000, 

 

6 from the tribe of Asher 12,000, 

 

from the tribe of Naphtali 12,000, 

 

from the tribe of Manasseh 12,000, 

 

7 from the tribe of Simeon 12,000, 

 

from the tribe of Levi 12,000, 

 

from the tribe of Issachar 12,000, 

 

8 from the tribe of Zebulun 12,000, 

 

from the tribe of Joseph 12,000, 

 

from the tribe of Benjamin 12,000. 

 

The Great Multitude in White Robes 

9 After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from 

every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They 

were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And they cried out 

in a loud voice: 

 

“Salvation belongs to our God, 
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who sits on the throne, 

and to the Lamb.” 

 

11 All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living 

creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: 

 

“Amen! 

Praise and glory 

and wisdom and thanks and honor 

and power and strength 

be to our God for ever and ever. 

Amen!” 

 

13 Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and where did they 

come from?” 

 

14 I answered, “Sir, you know.” 

 

And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their 

robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore, 

 

“they are before the throne of God 

    and serve him day and night in his temple; 

and he who sits on the throne 

    will shelter them with his presence. 

16 ‘Never again will they hunger; 

    never again will they thirst. 

The sun will not beat down on them,’[a] 

    nor any scorching heat. 

17 For the Lamb at the center of the throne 

    will be their shepherd; 

‘he will lead them to springs of living water.’[b] 

    ‘And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’[c]” 
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Chapter 48 

 

 

Revelations 8 

 

he Seventh Seal and the Golden Censer 

8 When he opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 

 

2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them. 

 

3 Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much 

incense to offer, with the prayers of all God’s people, on the golden altar in front of the throne. 4 

The smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of God’s people, went up before God from 

the angel’s hand. 5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and hurled it 

on the earth; and there came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an earthquake. 

 

The Trumpets 

6 Then the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to sound them. 

 

7 The first angel sounded his trumpet, and there came hail and fire mixed with blood, and it was 

hurled down on the earth. A third of the earth was burned up, a third of the trees were burned up, 

and all the green grass was burned up. 

 

8 The second angel sounded his trumpet, and something like a huge mountain, all ablaze, was 

thrown into the sea. A third of the sea turned into blood, 9 a third of the living creatures in the 

sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed. 

 

10 The third angel sounded his trumpet, and a great star, blazing like a torch, fell from the sky on 

a third of the rivers and on the springs of water— 11 the name of the star is Wormwood.[a] A 

third of the waters turned bitter, and many people died from the waters that had become bitter. 

 

12 The fourth angel sounded his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, 

and a third of the stars, so that a third of them turned dark. A third of the day was without light, 

and also a third of the night. 

 

13 As I watched, I heard an eagle that was flying in midair call out in a loud voice: “Woe! Woe! 

Woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the trumpet blasts about to be sounded by the 

other three angels!” 
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Chapter 49 

 

 

Revelations 9 

 

9 The fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen from the sky to the earth. 

The star was given the key to the shaft of the Abyss. 2 When he opened the Abyss, smoke rose 

from it like the smoke from a gigantic furnace. The sun and sky were darkened by the smoke 

from the Abyss. 3 And out of the smoke locusts came down on the earth and were given power 

like that of scorpions of the earth. 4 They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any plant 

or tree, but only those people who did not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 5 They were 

not allowed to kill them but only to torture them for five months. And the agony they suffered 

was like that of the sting of a scorpion when it strikes. 6 During those days people will seek 

death but will not find it; they will long to die, but death will elude them. 

 

7 The locusts looked like horses prepared for battle. On their heads they wore something like 

crowns of gold, and their faces resembled human faces. 8 Their hair was like women’s hair, and 

their teeth were like lions’ teeth. 9 They had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the sound 

of their wings was like the thundering of many horses and chariots rushing into battle. 10 They 

had tails with stingers, like scorpions, and in their tails they had power to torment people for five 

months. 11 They had as king over them the angel of the Abyss, whose name in Hebrew is 

Abaddon and in Greek is Apollyon (that is, Destroyer). 

 

12 The first woe is past; two other woes are yet to come. 

 

13 The sixth angel sounded his trumpet, and I heard a voice coming from the four horns of the 

golden altar that is before God. 14 It said to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the 

four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.” 15 And the four angels who had been 

kept ready for this very hour and day and month and year were released to kill a third of 

mankind. 16 The number of the mounted troops was twice ten thousand times ten thousand. I 

heard their number. 

 

17 The horses and riders I saw in my vision looked like this: Their breastplates were fiery red, 

dark blue, and yellow as sulfur. The heads of the horses resembled the heads of lions, and out of 

their mouths came fire, smoke and sulfur. 18 A third of mankind was killed by the three plagues 

of fire, smoke and sulfur that came out of their mouths. 19 The power of the horses was in their 

mouths and in their tails; for their tails were like snakes, having heads with which they inflict 

injury. 

 

20 The rest of mankind who were not killed by these plagues still did not repent of the work of 

their hands; they did not stop worshiping demons, and idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone and 

wood—idols that cannot see or hear or walk. 21 Nor did they repent of their murders, their magic 

arts, their sexual immorality or their thefts. 
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Chapter 50 

 

 

 

Revelations 10 

 

The Angel and the Little Scroll 

10 Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven. He was robed in a cloud, with a 

rainbow above his head; his face was like the sun, and his legs were like fiery pillars. 2 He was 

holding a little scroll, which lay open in his hand. He planted his right foot on the sea and his left 

foot on the land, 3 and he gave a loud shout like the roar of a lion. When he shouted, the voices 

of the seven thunders spoke. 4 And when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to write; but I 

heard a voice from heaven say, “Seal up what the seven thunders have said and do not write it 

down.” 

 

5 Then the angel I had seen standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven. 6 

And he swore by him who lives for ever and ever, who created the heavens and all that is in 

them, the earth and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is in it, and said, “There will be no 

more delay! 7 But in the days when the seventh angel is about to sound his trumpet, the mystery 

of God will be accomplished, just as he announced to his servants the prophets.” 

 

8 Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me once more: “Go, take the scroll that 

lies open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.” 

 

9 So I went to the angel and asked him to give me the little scroll. He said to me, “Take it and eat 

it. It will turn your stomach sour, but ‘in your mouth it will be as sweet as honey.’[a]” 10 I took 

the little scroll from the angel’s hand and ate it. It tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth, but 

when I had eaten it, my stomach turned sour. 11 Then I was told, “You must prophesy again 

about many peoples, nations, languages and kings.” 
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Chapter 51 

 

 

 

Revelations 11 

 

The Two Witnesses 

11 I was given a reed like a measuring rod and was told, “Go and measure the temple of God and 

the altar, with its worshipers. 2 But exclude the outer court; do not measure it, because it has 

been given to the Gentiles. They will trample on the holy city for 42 months. 3 And I will 

appoint my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth.” 4 They 

are “the two olive trees” and the two lampstands, and “they stand before the Lord of the 

earth.”[a] 5 If anyone tries to harm them, fire comes from their mouths and devours their 

enemies. This is how anyone who wants to harm them must die. 6 They have power to shut up 

the heavens so that it will not rain during the time they are prophesying; and they have power to 

turn the waters into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague as often as they want. 

 

7 Now when they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up from the Abyss will 

attack them, and overpower and kill them. 8 Their bodies will lie in the public square of the great 

city—which is figuratively called Sodom and Egypt—where also their Lord was crucified. 9 For 

three and a half days some from every people, tribe, language and nation will gaze on their 

bodies and refuse them burial. 10 The inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them and will 

celebrate by sending each other gifts, because these two prophets had tormented those who live 

on the earth. 

 

11 But after the three and a half days the breath[b] of life from God entered them, and they stood 

on their feet, and terror struck those who saw them. 12 Then they heard a loud voice from heaven 

saying to them, “Come up here.” And they went up to heaven in a cloud, while their enemies 

looked on. 

 

13 At that very hour there was a severe earthquake and a tenth of the city collapsed. Seven 

thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the survivors were terrified and gave glory to 

the God of heaven. 

 

14 The second woe has passed; the third woe is coming soon. 

 

The Seventh Trumpet 

15 The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, which said: 

 

“The kingdom of the world has become 

    the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, 

    and he will reign for ever and ever.” 

 

16 And the twenty-four elders, who were seated on their thrones before God, fell on their faces 

and worshiped God, 17 saying: 
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“We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, 

    the One who is and who was, 

because you have taken your great power 

    and have begun to reign. 

18 The nations were angry, 

    and your wrath has come. 

The time has come for judging the dead, 

    and for rewarding your servants the prophets 

and your people who revere your name, 

    both great and small— 

and for destroying those who destroy the earth.” 

 

19 Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and within his temple was seen the ark of his 

covenant. And there came flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake and a 

severe hailstorm. 
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Chapter 52 

 

 

 

Revelations 12 

 

The Woman and the Dragon 

12 A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet 

and a crown of twelve stars on her head. 2 She was pregnant and cried out in pain as she was 

about to give birth. 3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven 

heads and ten horns and seven crowns on its heads. 4 Its tail swept a third of the stars out of the 

sky and flung them to the earth. The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give 

birth, so that it might devour her child the moment he was born. 5 She gave birth to a son, a male 

child, who “will rule all the nations with an iron scepter.”[a] And her child was snatched up to 

God and to his throne. 6 The woman fled into the wilderness to a place prepared for her by God, 

where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days. 

 

7 Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the 

dragon and his angels fought back. 8 But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in 

heaven. 9 The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, 

who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. 

 

10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: 

 

“Now have come the salvation and the power 

    and the kingdom of our God, 

    and the authority of his Messiah. 

For the accuser of our brothers and sisters, 

    who accuses them before our God day and night, 

    has been hurled down. 

11 They triumphed over him 

    by the blood of the Lamb 

    and by the word of their testimony; 

they did not love their lives so much 

    as to shrink from death. 

12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens 

    and you who dwell in them! 

But woe to the earth and the sea, 

    because the devil has gone down to you! 

He is filled with fury, 

    because he knows that his time is short.” 

 

13 When the dragon saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he pursued the woman who had 

given birth to the male child. 14 The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that 

she might fly to the place prepared for her in the wilderness, where she would be taken care of 

for a time, times and half a time, out of the serpent’s reach. 15 Then from his mouth the serpent 
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spewed water like a river, to overtake the woman and sweep her away with the torrent. 16 But 

the earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and swallowing the river that the dragon had 

spewed out of his mouth. 17 Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to wage 

war against the rest of her offspring—those who keep God’s commands and hold fast their 

testimony about Jesus. 
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Chapter 53 

 

 

Revelations 13 

 

 

The Beast out of the Sea 

13 The dragon[a] stood on the shore of the sea. And I saw a beast coming out of the sea. It had 

ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on its horns, and on each head a blasphemous name. 

2 The beast I saw resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of a bear and a mouth like that of a 

lion. The dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority. 3 One of the heads 

of the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, but the fatal wound had been healed. The whole 

world was filled with wonder and followed the beast. 4 People worshiped the dragon because he 

had given authority to the beast, and they also worshiped the beast and asked, “Who is like the 

beast? Who can wage war against it?” 

 

5 The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise its authority 

for forty-two months. 6 It opened its mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander his name and his 

dwelling place and those who live in heaven. 7 It was given power to wage war against God’s 

holy people and to conquer them. And it was given authority over every tribe, people, language 

and nation. 8 All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all whose names have not been 

written in the Lamb’s book of life, the Lamb who was slain from the creation of the world.[b] 

 

9 Whoever has ears, let them hear. 

 

10 “If anyone is to go into captivity, 

    into captivity they will go. 

If anyone is to be killed[c] with the sword, 

    with the sword they will be killed.”[d] 

 

This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of God’s people. 

 

The Beast out of the Earth 

11 Then I saw a second beast, coming out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb, but it spoke 

like a dragon. 12 It exercised all the authority of the first beast on its behalf, and made the earth 

and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose fatal wound had been healed. 13 And it 

performed great signs, even causing fire to come down from heaven to the earth in full view of 

the people. 14 Because of the signs it was given power to perform on behalf of the first beast, it 

deceived the inhabitants of the earth. It ordered them to set up an image in honor of the beast 

who was wounded by the sword and yet lived. 15 The second beast was given power to give 

breath to the image of the first beast, so that the image could speak and cause all who refused to 

worship the image to be killed. 16 It also forced all people, great and small, rich and poor, free 

and slave, to receive a mark on their right hands or on their foreheads, 17 so that they could not 

buy or sell unless they had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of its name. 
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18 This calls for wisdom. Let the person who has insight calculate the number of the beast, for it 

is the number of a man.[e] That number is 666. 
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Chapter 54 

 

 

 

Revelations 14 

 

The Lamb and the 144,000 

14 Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, and with him 

144,000 who had his name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads. 2 And I heard a 

sound from heaven like the roar of rushing waters and like a loud peal of thunder. The sound I 

heard was like that of harpists playing their harps. 3 And they sang a new song before the throne 

and before the four living creatures and the elders. No one could learn the song except the 

144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. 4 These are those who did not defile themselves 

with women, for they remained virgins. They follow the Lamb wherever he goes. They were 

purchased from among mankind and offered as firstfruits to God and the Lamb. 5 No lie was 

found in their mouths; they are blameless. 

 

The Three Angels 

6 Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those 

who live on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people. 7 He said in a loud voice, 

“Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who 

made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 

 

8 A second angel followed and said, “‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great,’[a] which made all 

the nations drink the maddening wine of her adulteries.” 

 

9 A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: “If anyone worships the beast and its 

image and receives its mark on their forehead or on their hand, 10 they, too, will drink the wine 

of God’s fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath. They will be 

tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb. 11 And the 

smoke of their torment will rise for ever and ever. There will be no rest day or night for those 

who worship the beast and its image, or for anyone who receives the mark of its name.” 12 This 

calls for patient endurance on the part of the people of God who keep his commands and remain 

faithful to Jesus. 

 

13 Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord 

from now on.” 

 

“Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them.” 

 

Harvesting the Earth and Trampling the Winepress 

14 I looked, and there before me was a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was one like a son 

of man[b] with a crown of gold on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. 15 Then another angel 

came out of the temple and called in a loud voice to him who was sitting on the cloud, “Take 

your sickle and reap, because the time to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” 16 

So he who was seated on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the earth was harvested. 
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17 Another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 18 Still 

another angel, who had charge of the fire, came from the altar and called in a loud voice to him 

who had the sharp sickle, “Take your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of grapes from the 

earth’s vine, because its grapes are ripe.” 19 The angel swung his sickle on the earth, gathered its 

grapes and threw them into the great winepress of God’s wrath. 20 They were trampled in the 

winepress outside the city, and blood flowed out of the press, rising as high as the horses’ bridles 

for a distance of 1,600 stadia.[c] 

 

 

  



80 
 

Chapter 55 

 

 

Revelations 15 

 

Seven Angels With Seven Plagues 

15 I saw in heaven another great and marvelous sign: seven angels with the seven last plagues—

last, because with them God’s wrath is completed. 2 And I saw what looked like a sea of glass 

glowing with fire and, standing beside the sea, those who had been victorious over the beast and 

its image and over the number of its name. They held harps given them by God 3 and sang the 

song of God’s servant Moses and of the Lamb: 

 

“Great and marvelous are your deeds, 

    Lord God Almighty. 

Just and true are your ways, 

    King of the nations.[a] 

4 Who will not fear you, Lord, 

    and bring glory to your name? 

For you alone are holy. 

All nations will come 

    and worship before you, 

for your righteous acts have been revealed.”[b] 

 

5 After this I looked, and I saw in heaven the temple—that is, the tabernacle of the covenant 

law—and it was opened. 6 Out of the temple came the seven angels with the seven plagues. They 

were dressed in clean, shining linen and wore golden sashes around their chests. 7 Then one of 

the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls filled with the wrath of 

God, who lives for ever and ever. 8 And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God 

and from his power, and no one could enter the temple until the seven plagues of the seven 

angels were completed. 
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Chapter 56 

 

 

Revelations 16 

 

 

The Seven Bowls of God’s Wrath 

16 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, “Go, pour out the seven 

bowls of God’s wrath on the earth.” 

 

2 The first angel went and poured out his bowl on the land, and ugly, festering sores broke out on 

the people who had the mark of the beast and worshiped its image. 

 

3 The second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it turned into blood like that of a dead 

person, and every living thing in the sea died. 

 

4 The third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water, and they became blood. 

5 Then I heard the angel in charge of the waters say: 

 

“You are just in these judgments, O Holy One, 

    you who are and who were; 

6 for they have shed the blood of your holy people and your prophets, 

    and you have given them blood to drink as they deserve.” 

 

7 And I heard the altar respond: 

 

“Yes, Lord God Almighty, 

    true and just are your judgments.” 

 

8 The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and the sun was allowed to scorch people 

with fire. 9 They were seared by the intense heat and they cursed the name of God, who had 

control over these plagues, but they refused to repent and glorify him. 

 

10 The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was plunged 

into darkness. People gnawed their tongues in agony 11 and cursed the God of heaven because of 

their pains and their sores, but they refused to repent of what they had done. 

 

12 The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up to 

prepare the way for the kings from the East. 13 Then I saw three impure spirits that looked like 

frogs; they came out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast and out of the 

mouth of the false prophet. 14 They are demonic spirits that perform signs, and they go out to the 

kings of the whole world, to gather them for the battle on the great day of God Almighty. 

 

15 “Look, I come like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake and remains clothed, so as not 

to go naked and be shamefully exposed.” 
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16 Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon. 

 

17 The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and out of the temple came a loud voice 

from the throne, saying, “It is done!” 18 Then there came flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals 

of thunder and a severe earthquake. No earthquake like it has ever occurred since mankind has 

been on earth, so tremendous was the quake. 19 The great city split into three parts, and the cities 

of the nations collapsed. God remembered Babylon the Great and gave her the cup filled with the 

wine of the fury of his wrath. 20 Every island fled away and the mountains could not be found. 

21 From the sky huge hailstones, each weighing about a hundred pounds,[a] fell on people. And 

they cursed God on account of the plague of hail, because the plague was so terrible. 
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Chapter 57 

 

 

 

Revelations 17 

 

Babylon, the Prostitute on the Beast 

17 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I will show 

you the punishment of the great prostitute, who sits by many waters. 2 With her the kings of the 

earth committed adultery, and the inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her 

adulteries.” 

 

3 Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness. There I saw a woman sitting on 

a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns. 4 

The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, and was glittering with gold, precious stones and 

pearls. She held a golden cup in her hand, filled with abominable things and the filth of her 

adulteries. 5 The name written on her forehead was a mystery: 

 

babylon the great 

 

the mother of prostitutes 

 

and of the abominations of the earth. 

 

6 I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of God’s holy people, the blood of those who 

bore testimony to Jesus. 

 

When I saw her, I was greatly astonished. 7 Then the angel said to me: “Why are you 

astonished? I will explain to you the mystery of the woman and of the beast she rides, which has 

the seven heads and ten horns. 8 The beast, which you saw, once was, now is not, and yet will 

come up out of the Abyss and go to its destruction. The inhabitants of the earth whose names 

have not been written in the book of life from the creation of the world will be astonished when 

they see the beast, because it once was, now is not, and yet will come. 

 

9 “This calls for a mind with wisdom. The seven heads are seven hills on which the woman sits. 

10 They are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; but when he 

does come, he must remain for only a little while. 11 The beast who once was, and now is not, is 

an eighth king. He belongs to the seven and is going to his destruction. 

 

12 “The ten horns you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but who for one 

hour will receive authority as kings along with the beast. 13 They have one purpose and will give 

their power and authority to the beast. 14 They will wage war against the Lamb, but the Lamb 

will triumph over them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings—and with him will be his 

called, chosen and faithful followers.” 
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15 Then the angel said to me, “The waters you saw, where the prostitute sits, are peoples, 

multitudes, nations and languages. 16 The beast and the ten horns you saw will hate the 

prostitute. They will bring her to ruin and leave her naked; they will eat her flesh and burn her 

with fire. 17 For God has put it into their hearts to accomplish his purpose by agreeing to hand 

over to the beast their royal authority, until God’s words are fulfilled. 18 The woman you saw is 

the great city that rules over the kings of the earth.” 
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Chapter 58 

 

 

 

Revelations 18 

 

Lament Over Fallen Babylon 

18 After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven. He had great authority, and the 

earth was illuminated by his splendor. 2 With a mighty voice he shouted: 

 

“‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great!’[a] 

    She has become a dwelling for demons 

and a haunt for every impure spirit, 

    a haunt for every unclean bird, 

    a haunt for every unclean and detestable animal. 

3 For all the nations have drunk 

    the maddening wine of her adulteries. 

The kings of the earth committed adultery with her, 

    and the merchants of the earth grew rich from her excessive luxuries.” 

 

Warning to Escape Babylon’s Judgment 

4 Then I heard another voice from heaven say: 

 

“‘Come out of her, my people,’[b] 

    so that you will not share in her sins, 

    so that you will not receive any of her plagues; 

5 for her sins are piled up to heaven, 

    and God has remembered her crimes. 

6 Give back to her as she has given; 

    pay her back double for what she has done. 

    Pour her a double portion from her own cup. 

7 Give her as much torment and grief 

    as the glory and luxury she gave herself. 

In her heart she boasts, 

    ‘I sit enthroned as queen. 

I am not a widow;[c] 

    I will never mourn.’ 

8 Therefore in one day her plagues will overtake her: 

    death, mourning and famine. 

She will be consumed by fire, 

    for mighty is the Lord God who judges her. 

 

Threefold Woe Over Babylon’s Fall 

9 “When the kings of the earth who committed adultery with her and shared her luxury see the 

smoke of her burning, they will weep and mourn over her. 10 Terrified at her torment, they will 

stand far off and cry: 
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“‘Woe! Woe to you, great city, 

    you mighty city of Babylon! 

In one hour your doom has come!’ 

 

11 “The merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her because no one buys their cargoes 

anymore— 12 cargoes of gold, silver, precious stones and pearls; fine linen, purple, silk and 

scarlet cloth; every sort of citron wood, and articles of every kind made of ivory, costly wood, 

bronze, iron and marble; 13 cargoes of cinnamon and spice, of incense, myrrh and frankincense, 

of wine and olive oil, of fine flour and wheat; cattle and sheep; horses and carriages; and human 

beings sold as slaves. 

 

14 “They will say, ‘The fruit you longed for is gone from you. All your luxury and splendor have 

vanished, never to be recovered.’ 15 The merchants who sold these things and gained their 

wealth from her will stand far off, terrified at her torment. They will weep and mourn 16 and cry 

out: 

 

“‘Woe! Woe to you, great city, 

    dressed in fine linen, purple and scarlet, 

    and glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls! 

17 In one hour such great wealth has been brought to ruin!’ 

 

“Every sea captain, and all who travel by ship, the sailors, and all who earn their living from the 

sea, will stand far off. 18 When they see the smoke of her burning, they will exclaim, ‘Was there 

ever a city like this great city?’ 19 They will throw dust on their heads, and with weeping and 

mourning cry out: 

 

“‘Woe! Woe to you, great city, 

    where all who had ships on the sea 

    became rich through her wealth! 

In one hour she has been brought to ruin!’ 

 

20 “Rejoice over her, you heavens! 

    Rejoice, you people of God! 

    Rejoice, apostles and prophets! 

For God has judged her 

    with the judgment she imposed on you.” 

 

The Finality of Babylon’s Doom 

21 Then a mighty angel picked up a boulder the size of a large millstone and threw it into the 

sea, and said: 

 

“With such violence 

    the great city of Babylon will be thrown down, 

    never to be found again. 

22 The music of harpists and musicians, pipers and trumpeters, 
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    will never be heard in you again. 

No worker of any trade 

    will ever be found in you again. 

The sound of a millstone 

    will never be heard in you again. 

23 The light of a lamp 

    will never shine in you again. 

The voice of bridegroom and bride 

    will never be heard in you again. 

Your merchants were the world’s important people. 

    By your magic spell all the nations were led astray. 

24 In her was found the blood of prophets and of God’s holy people, 

    of all who have been slaughtered on the earth.” 

 

 

 

  



88 
 

Chapter 59 

 

 

Revelations 19 

 

Threefold Hallelujah Over Babylon’s Fall 

19 After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting: 

 

“Hallelujah! 

Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 

2     for true and just are his judgments. 

He has condemned the great prostitute 

    who corrupted the earth by her adulteries. 

He has avenged on her the blood of his servants.” 

 

3 And again they shouted: 

 

“Hallelujah! 

The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever.” 

 

4 The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who was 

seated on the throne. And they cried: 

 

“Amen, Hallelujah!” 

 

5 Then a voice came from the throne, saying: 

 

“Praise our God, 

    all you his servants, 

you who fear him, 

    both great and small!” 

 

6 Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud 

peals of thunder, shouting: 

 

“Hallelujah! 

    For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 

7 Let us rejoice and be glad 

    and give him glory! 

For the wedding of the Lamb has come, 

    and his bride has made herself ready. 

8 Fine linen, bright and clean, 

    was given her to wear.” 

 

(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of God’s holy people.) 
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9 Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding 

supper of the Lamb!” And he added, “These are the true words of God.” 

 

10 At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a fellow 

servant with you and with your brothers and sisters who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship 

God! For it is the Spirit of prophecy who bears testimony to Jesus.” 

 

The Heavenly Warrior Defeats the Beast 

11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called 

Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are like blazing fire, and 

on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. 

13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. 14 The armies of 

heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 

Coming out of his mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. “He will rule 

them with an iron scepter.”[a] He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 

16 On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: 

 

king of kings and lord of lords. 

 

17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in 

midair, “Come, gather together for the great supper of God, 18 so that you may eat the flesh of 

kings, generals, and the mighty, of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all people, free and 

slave, great and small.” 

 

19 Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to wage war 

against the rider on the horse and his army. 20 But the beast was captured, and with it the false 

prophet who had performed the signs on its behalf. With these signs he had deluded those who 

had received the mark of the beast and worshiped its image. The two of them were thrown alive 

into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. 21 The rest were killed with the sword coming out of the 

mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh. 
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Chapter 60 

 

 

 

Revelations 20 

 

The Thousand Years 

20 And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in 

his hand a great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, 

and bound him for a thousand years. 3 He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it 

over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. 

After that, he must be set free for a short time. 

 

4 I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw 

the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and because of 

the word of God. They[a] had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark 

on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5 

(The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first 

resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection. The second death 

has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for 

a thousand years. 

 

The Judgment of Satan 

7 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to 

deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—and to gather them for 

battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. 9 They marched across the breadth of 

the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city he loves. But fire came down from 

heaven and devoured them. 10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of 

burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented 

day and night for ever and ever. 

 

The Judgment of the Dead 

11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled 

from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, 

standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book 

of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 13 The 

sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, 

and each person was judged according to what they had done. 14 Then death and Hades were 

thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15 Anyone whose name was not 

found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire. 
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Chapter 61 

 

 

Revelations 21 

 

A New Heaven and a New Earth 

21 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,”[a] for the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I 

heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the 

people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them 

and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’[b] or 

mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 

 

5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write 

this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 

 

6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the 

thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7 Those who are 

victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be my children. 8 But the 

cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice 

magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. 

This is the second death.” 

 

The New Jerusalem, the Bride of the Lamb 

9 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said 

to me, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10 And he carried me away in 

the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down 

out of heaven from God. 11 It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a 

very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, 

and with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of 

Israel. 13 There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the south and three on 

the west. 14 The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the 

twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

 

15 The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city, its gates and 

its walls. 16 The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide. He measured the city with 

the rod and found it to be 12,000 stadia[c] in length, and as wide and high as it is long. 17 The 

angel measured the wall using human measurement, and it was 144 cubits[d] thick.[e] 18 The 

wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass. 19 The foundations of the 

city walls were decorated with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation was jasper, the 

second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth onyx, the sixth ruby, the seventh 

chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth turquoise, the eleventh jacinth, and the 

twelfth amethyst.[f] 21 The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. 

The great street of the city was of gold, as pure as transparent glass. 
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22 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its 

temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it 

light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth 

will bring their splendor into it. 25 On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no 

night there. 26 The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. 27 Nothing impure will 

ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose 

names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
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Chapter 62 

 

 

 

Revelations 22 

 

Eden Restored 

22 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the 

throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of 

the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And 

the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be any curse. The 

throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 4 They will 

see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 There will be no more night. They will 

not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And 

they will reign for ever and ever. 

 

John and the Angel 

6 The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God who inspires 

the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon take place.” 

 

7 “Look, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy written in 

this scroll.” 

 

8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen them, I 

fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. 9 But he said to 

me, “Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you and with your fellow prophets and with all 

who keep the words of this scroll. Worship God!” 

 

10 Then he told me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this scroll, because the time is 

near. 11 Let the one who does wrong continue to do wrong; let the vile person continue to be 

vile; let the one who does right continue to do right; and let the holy person continue to be holy.” 

 

Epilogue: Invitation and Warning 

12 “Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person according to 

what they have done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning 

and the End. 

 

14 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and 

may go through the gates into the city. 15 Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, 

the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices 

falsehood. 

 

16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you[a] this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and 

the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.” 
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17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one who hears say, “Come!” Let the one 

who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life. 

 

18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this scroll: If anyone adds anything 

to them, God will add to that person the plagues described in this scroll. 19 And if anyone takes 

words away from this scroll of prophecy, God will take away from that person any share in the 

tree of life and in the Holy City, which are described in this scroll. 

 

20 He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” 

 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen. 
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Chapter 63 

 

 

"Parable of 1000 Earths" 

 

There are 1000 Earths across the Universe. If ever any being were to make contact with our 

Earth and you saw the face of them- it would be your face, you would be looking at yourself. A 

human being in His image. Life forms are bound inside the same vast energy field together. 

Outside however the laws or Gods ordained rules of how each thing or person will behave 

relative to the energy field where the rules will not exist. There will be new rules or laws relating 

to the matter of all things inside and outside the beyond. 

 

Beings from far off galaxies will not make contact with this version of life, if they did you would 

begin to understand the purpose of life. We are all bound to the principles, the laws of time and 

space. All earths and its beings from the past and future will bow before the Messiah, this is the 

universal law with time and space. 

 

They are, that is the ones capable of planetary travel- all improved versions of you. Advanced 

levels of societal collaboration, some since inception of their Adam and Eve. The societal bodies 

cross share and collaborate. The rates of advancement vary relative to our earth with obvious 

signs of technological advantages over our earth. 

 

When ever God allowed or caused war it was purposeful. Establish His dominion, His authority 

and Righteous Ways- rules, laws and order. The wars beyond Gods authority are from man to 

this day. The others understand this so each tribe lives in peace, works in peace and cross 

collaborate without border, global cooperation for shared purpose. 

 

Nations of trade and cooperation that mirror 2 dominant square blocs establish isolation as the 

path to security and financial-economic stability. When once you helped paved roads for the 

worker of your ally now you’ve blocked the workers way to work, the workers organize and war 

sweep the blocs. Friends become sworn enemies, nation against nation. Cooperation within 

territories reduces potential of advancement while moving to secrecy with greater risk of global 

war, protectionistic consequence. 

 

When we are reconciled and compared to the 1000 versions of ourselves, how will we compare. 

In Heaven how do you fit in compared your others, your faith, forgiveness, works, deeds and the 

other qualities. Does your life in the flesh provide the examples for your testimony to justify 

your transition to the spirit. Do you fit in. Does He know you. In the flesh we are slave or master 

over one another, in the spirit we are all slaves to the Master Architect of the Universe and 

beyond where time ceases. Our Father when he receives us will be a kind master to our needs 

and we will be kind slaves in our obedience of righteousness, our angelic brothers and sisters 

will teach and guide us for some and others our Messiah will be the teacher and spiritual guide. 

 

There are those like the others with advanced technologies that choose to remain on their Earth, 

not to explore the cosmos. Their Earths are healthy and population supportive. The focus is on 
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people and ensuring fair opportunities for all tribes across the globe with high importance on 

sharing and collaboration and love for one another. 

 

There are those like our earth that choose war over peace with global societies in states of 

extreme loss of function. No order, lawlessness controls the streets. A Nation of war will be a 

people of war. Freewill erodes away as order is voluntarily relinquished over, order erodes away 

as rights, human rights and life are taken or imprisoned. 
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Chapter 64 

 

 

Reflections of the flesh 

 

We have no time on earth and eternity to consider our weakness. Let your weakness be too much 

Word. Like a lion guarding its cubs. Let your eternal bliss be the remembrance of your own 

revelations, a reflection period, our time of fleshly reflection in the spirit.  
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Chapter 65 

 

 

"Parable of the 3 spirits in the heavens" 

 

3 different people, race, gender and sexual orientation. Off in the corner near the council I saw 3 

spirits, I could not distinguish one from another. Those that have eyes let them see and those 

with ears let them hear and those with a mind, let them understand. 
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Chapter 66 

 

 

Do not quit 

 

The tears of this generation have just begun. Do not quit- do not throw in the towel. Pick it up 

and pick yourself up. Wipe your tears, put the towel in your pocket, you will need it again. Now 

go, do not look back- After 2 days He will revive us, on the 3rd day He will restore us, that we 

may live in His presence. “Come let us go back to God” 
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Chapter 67 

 

 

Choice or design 

 

 

Genesis starts as a question and then turned into war, a question of freewill vs design. Living in a 

world that is righteous by design and whether or not freewill could exist within that world. The 

evil that exists in heaven challenges God by saying the angels would not follow God unless 

designed to ordained by the chief priest and likewise humans wouldn’t love God as their father 

or each other the same way as the angels so freewill begins by invention of the flesh we humans 

are Gods children, invented and then created by God in his image. The meaning of life simply 

put is the above paragraph. Expanding upon this begins understanding of the afterlife and how 

we are expected to behave from the lessons learned in the flesh. 

 

 

Heaven is Righteous by choice, Angels are righteous by design, humans are righteous by choice 

by design. It seems the debate comes down to freewill in a righteous world. Can humans or any 

other freewill being exist in Heaven and conform to that reality, society or world. What lesson is 

more important than this. If one can exist righteously by choice in the flesh then the spiritual 

transition will benefit well from the lessons learned. 
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Chapter 68 

 

 

Made in His image. 

 

One of the most prolific challenges of our time is the mastery of algorithmic learning, the 

challenge is prolific due to its known and unknown consequences. Aspects will be positive 

towards industry and negative towards society -globally. 

 

Machines shall have no face, no soul and no rights other than what qualifies under property law 

and the other applicable laws. Use of machines are laws required for society to keep order. 

Master and slave must establish man as Master. Like our Master all seen sights, it thoughts and 

actions must be documented to reconcile ones day and life. 

 

We are a simulated, similated being, made from organic matter and there are those who seek to 

make a version of our own likening with human level problem solving and creativity. Our creator 

made us in His image, to think that we are attempting to replicate ourselves with a version that is 

silicon based vs organic matter is advisably not in the best interest of humans. Its an insult, a 

blasphemous act. Our creator is of unknown origins above Heaven and likewise of unknown 

intelligence and such is the case we are not gods and lack the ability to predict a precise 

outcome. The risk is to great. 
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Chapter 69 

 

 

The sufficient sheep 

 

If I think about you night and day is that sufficient. Is sufficient a state of being. Is it a place, a 

destination that a mortal can reach. Is sufficient a feeling, an energy, a confidence or a purpose. I 

feel sufficient because I know you are my shepherd. If I call out to you my shepherd as lost 

sheep do,  I understand, I know with certainty you will receive my cry and shepherd me home. 

 

In my darkness your light is sufficient. In my lack of understanding of you and your ways it 

begins to shed light on what is the way. The new wider way of light, a brighter understanding of 

your word and its intent where the Sun shines everlasting understanding. Father what has this 

world turned into to. "Come let us go back to God". 
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Chapter 70 

 

 

Do not quarrel brothers 

 

Ishmael, Isaac the north and south why do you quarrel. Did our Father not make the same 

promise, did he lie or are you both not mighty nations of peoples. Do you not serve the same 

Father. When you look at your child did the same God not create both, the Father of Ishmael, 

Isaac and the gentiles- Abrahams children. Its lead to war, who will be left when its over. Stop 

this now and turn to peaceful resolutions. 
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Chapter 71 

 

 

Wars of poison 

 

Не бог войны. Сложите оружие, минералы — это яд. 

Ne bog voyny. Slozhite oruzhiye, mineraly — eto yad. 

 

不是战神。放下你的武器，矿物质是毒药 

Bùshì zhànshén. Fàngxià nǐ de wǔqì, kuàng wùzhí shì dúyào 

 

Not a God of war. Lay down your weapons the minerals are poison. 
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Chapter 72 

 

 

Hearts of stone 

 

Have we lost our ability to feel. As a people, will we decide to allow the decline of sympathy, 

our hearts are hard as stones. 

 

 

  



106 
 

Chapter 73 

 

 

Joshua 24:19-28 

 

The Covenant Renewed at Shechem 

 

Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the Lord. He is a holy God; he is a jealous 

God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. 20 If you forsake the Lord and serve 

foreign gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been 

good to you.” 

 

21 But the people said to Joshua, “No! We will serve the Lord.” 

 

22 Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the 

Lord.” 

 

“Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied. 

 

23 “Now then,” said Joshua, “throw away the foreign gods that are among you and yield your 

hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” 

 

24 And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve the Lord our God and obey him.” 

 

25 On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, and there at Shechem he reaffirmed for 

them decrees and laws. 26 And Joshua recorded these things in the Book of the Law of God. 

Then he took a large stone and set it up there under the oak near the holy place of the Lord. 

 

27 “See!” he said to all the people. “This stone will be a witness against us. It has heard all the 

words the Lord has said to us. It will be a witness against you if you are untrue to your God.” 

 

28 Then Joshua dismissed the people, each to their own inheritance. 
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Chapter 74 

 

 

Genesis 28:10-22 

 

 

 

Jacob’s ladder, vow and stone at Bethel 

 

10 Now Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward Haran. 11 So he came to a certain 

place and stayed there all night, because the sun had set. And he took one of the stones of that 

place and put it at his head, and he lay down in that place to sleep. 12 Then he dreamed, and 

behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and there the angels of 

God were ascending and descending on it. 

 

13 And behold, the Lord stood above it and said: “I am the Lord God of Abraham your father 

and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and your descendants. 14 Also 

your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread abroad to the west and the 

east, to the north and the south; and in you and in your seed all the families of the earth shall be 

blessed. 15 Behold, I am with you and will keep[c] you wherever you go, and will bring you 

back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you.” 

 

16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not 

know it.” 17 And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than 

the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!” 

 

18 Then Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put at his head, set it up 

as a pillar, and poured oil on top of it. 19 And he called the name of that place [d]Bethel; but the 

name of that city had been Luz previously. 20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be 

with me, and keep me in this way that I am going, and give me bread to eat and clothing to put 

on, 21 so that I come back to my father’s house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God. 22 And 

this stone which I have set as a pillar shall be God’s house, and of all that You give me I will 

surely give a [e]tenth to You.” 
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Chapter 75 

 

 

Zechariah 1:1-6 

 

A Call to Return to the Lord 

1 In the eighth month of the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to the prophet 

Zechariah son of Berekiah, the son of Iddo: 

 

2 “The Lord was very angry with your ancestors. 3 Therefore tell the people: This is what the 

Lord Almighty says: ‘Return to me,’ declares the Lord Almighty, ‘and I will return to you,’ says 

the Lord Almighty. 4 Do not be like your ancestors, to whom the earlier prophets proclaimed: 

This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Turn from your evil ways and your evil practices.’ But 

they would not listen or pay attention to me, declares the Lord. 5 Where are your ancestors now? 

And the prophets, do they live forever? 6 But did not my words and my decrees, which I 

commanded my servants the prophets, overtake your ancestors? 

 

“Then they repented and said, ‘The Lord Almighty has done to us what our ways and practices 

deserve, just as he determined to do.’” 
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Chapter 76 

 

 

 

Zachariah 14:1-21 

 

The Lord Comes and Reigns 

14 A day of the Lord is coming, Jerusalem, when your possessions will be plundered and divided 

up within your very walls. 

 

2 I will gather all the nations to Jerusalem to fight against it; the city will be captured, the houses 

ransacked, and the women raped. Half of the city will go into exile, but the rest of the people will 

not be taken from the city. 3 Then the Lord will go out and fight against those nations, as he 

fights on a day of battle. 4 On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of 

Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west, forming a great valley, 

with half of the mountain moving north and half moving south. 5 You will flee by my mountain 

valley, for it will extend to Azel. You will flee as you fled from the earthquake[a] in the days of 

Uzziah king of Judah. Then the Lord my God will come, and all the holy ones with him. 

 

6 On that day there will be neither sunlight nor cold, frosty darkness. 7 It will be a unique day—a 

day known only to the Lord—with no distinction between day and night. When evening comes, 

there will be light. 

 

8 On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, half of it east to the Dead Sea and half 

of it west to the Mediterranean Sea, in summer and in winter. 

 

9 The Lord will be king over the whole earth. On that day there will be one Lord, and his name 

the only name. 

 

10 The whole land, from Geba to Rimmon, south of Jerusalem, will become like the Arabah. But 

Jerusalem will be raised up high from the Benjamin Gate to the site of the First Gate, to the 

Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to the royal winepresses, and will remain in its 

place. 11 It will be inhabited; never again will it be destroyed. Jerusalem will be secure. 

 

12 This is the plague with which the Lord will strike all the nations that fought against 

Jerusalem: Their flesh will rot while they are still standing on their feet, their eyes will rot in 

their sockets, and their tongues will rot in their mouths. 13 On that day people will be stricken by 

the Lord with great panic. They will seize each other by the hand and attack one another. 14 

Judah too will fight at Jerusalem. The wealth of all the surrounding nations will be collected—

great quantities of gold and silver and clothing. 15 A similar plague will strike the horses and 

mules, the camels and donkeys, and all the animals in those camps. 

 

16 Then the survivors from all the nations that have attacked Jerusalem will go up year after year 

to worship the King, the Lord Almighty, and to celebrate the Festival of Tabernacles. 17 If any 

of the peoples of the earth do not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord Almighty, 

they will have no rain. 18 If the Egyptian people do not go up and take part, they will have no 
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rain. The Lord[b] will bring on them the plague he inflicts on the nations that do not go up to 

celebrate the Festival of Tabernacles. 19 This will be the punishment of Egypt and the 

punishment of all the nations that do not go up to celebrate the Festival of Tabernacles. 

 

20 On that day holy to the Lord will be inscribed on the bells of the horses, and the cooking pots 

in the Lord’s house will be like the sacred bowls in front of the altar. 21 Every pot in Jerusalem 

and Judah will be holy to the Lord Almighty, and all who come to sacrifice will take some of the 

pots and cook in them. And on that day there will no longer be a Canaanite[c] in the house of the 

Lord Almighty. 
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Chapter 77 

 

 

Zechariah 9:9-13 

 

The Coming of Zion’s King 

9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 

    Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 

See, your king comes to you, 

    righteous and victorious, 

lowly and riding on a donkey, 

    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

10 I will take away the chariots from Ephraim 

    and the warhorses from Jerusalem, 

    and the battle bow will be broken. 

He will proclaim peace to the nations. 

    His rule will extend from sea to sea 

    and from the River[b] to the ends of the earth. 

11 As for you, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

    I will free your prisoners from the waterless pit. 

12 Return to your fortress, you prisoners of hope; 

    even now I announce that I will restore twice as much to you. 

13 I will bend Judah as I bend my bow 

    and fill it with Ephraim. 

I will rouse your sons, Zion, 

    against your sons, Greece, 

    and make you like a warrior’s sword. 

 

The Lord Will Appear 

14 Then the Lord will appear over them; 

    his arrow will flash like lightning. 

The Sovereign Lord will sound the trumpet; 

    he will march in the storms of the south, 

15     and the Lord Almighty will shield them. 

They will destroy 

    and overcome with slingstones. 

They will drink and roar as with wine; 

    they will be full like a bowl 

    used for sprinkling[c] the corners of the altar. 

16 The Lord their God will save his people on that day 

    as a shepherd saves his flock. 

They will sparkle in his land 

    like jewels in a crown. 

17 How attractive and beautiful they will be! 

    Grain will make the young men thrive, 

    and new wine the young women. 
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Chapter 78 

 

 

Isaiah 55:1-13 

 

 

Invitation to the Thirsty 

55 “Come, all you who are thirsty, 

    come to the waters; 

and you who have no money, 

    come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 

    without money and without cost. 

2 Why spend money on what is not bread, 

    and your labor on what does not satisfy? 

Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, 

    and you will delight in the richest of fare. 

3 Give ear and come to me; 

    listen, that you may live. 

I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 

    my faithful love promised to David. 

4 See, I have made him a witness to the peoples, 

    a ruler and commander of the peoples. 

5 Surely you will summon nations you know not, 

    and nations you do not know will come running to you, 

because of the Lord your God, 

    the Holy One of Israel, 

    for he has endowed you with splendor.” 

 

6 Seek the Lord while he may be found; 

    call on him while he is near. 

7 Let the wicked forsake their ways 

    and the unrighteous their thoughts. 

Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them, 

    and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 

 

8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

    neither are your ways my ways,” 

declares the Lord. 

9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, 

    so are my ways higher than your ways 

    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

10 As the rain and the snow 

    come down from heaven, 
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and do not return to it 

    without watering the earth 

and making it bud and flourish, 

    so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 

11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 

    It will not return to me empty, 

but will accomplish what I desire 

    and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 

12 You will go out in joy 

    and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and hills 

    will burst into song before you, 

and all the trees of the field 

    will clap their hands. 

13 Instead of the thornbush will grow the juniper, 

    and instead of briers the myrtle will grow. 

This will be for the Lord’s renown, 

    for an everlasting sign, 

    that will endure forever.” 
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Chapter 79 

 

 

Chaos in Heaven as on Earth  

 

With having the Creator of the Universe as their King of all the Heavens, doubt, confusion and 

chaos can still take place in Heaven as on Earth. I do not get to be with you in form but I can and 

always will be with you in heart where Justification resides and in my mind while we talk and 

Your beautiful words You prepared for all of mankind are written down. 
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Chapter 80 

 

 

Understanding His intent 

 

Understand the intent, open inclusive, intolerant but still tolerant of the differences that separate 

us. We each are unique and not separate. We are united in soul, brothers and sisters in the Father 

and Christ from our father Abraham. 
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Chapter 81 

 

 

Wicked slave master 

 

Woe to the unjust and wicked slave master, you wish to steal one’s experience, our chance to 

learn. Double your portion of Judgement. 
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Chapter 82 

 

 

The Word lives 

 

We are to learn by self-revelation as we examine the word it will search your heart. It lives the 

Word is God. 
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Chapter 83 

 

 

The key to Heaven and His command 

 

Who but our Lord holds the key to the Heavens and the Darkness. Do you hold the Key, then 

why do you tell those who will or will not enter. Did I not paint the Universe, my beautiful 

Garden to the Heavens. All who ask will not be turned away, my way is wide and the path 

narrow. Do not be idle in the Day of the Lord. Love your neighbors neighbor, a wider path, this 

is your final path on earth. 

 

 

 

Your command from the Father; mothers return to your children they are not orphans, fathers 

return to your children they are not orphans, children return to your parents, you are not an 

orphan. In these days we must gather together and claim as new or reclaim our old lives under 

God. Stop turning away and surrender. To the orphan; you have no mother or father. Do not fear, 

do not curse our Lord God the Father. He will raise you up right and teach you how to be, how to 

love and be loved. You were never alone, you have a Father to talk to daily. Your Father will 

guide and teach you, and like all good fathers He will discipline you for disobedience. Learn 

from the talks and the Word it will serve you well. 

 

To the widow; When you became alone our Father heard your cries. You are not alone, do not 

fear or curse Him. For you will be His new bride, your needs will be met with open arms. 
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Chapter 84 

 

 

 

John 15:1-17 

 

 

The Vine and the Branches 

 

15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears 

no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes[a] so that it will be even more fruitful. 

3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also 

remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear 

fruit unless you remain in me. 

 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 

fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that 

is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If 

you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 

you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 

disciples. 

 

9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my 

commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in 

his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 

12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than 

this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 

15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, 

I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to 

you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear 

fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 

This is my command: Love each other. 
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Chapter 85 

 

 

John 3:16 

 

Path to understanding 

 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have eternal life.  
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Chapter 86 

 

 

John 6:40 

 

Path to preparation 

 

40 For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have 

eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.” 
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Chapter 87 

 

 

John 6:44 

 

Path to transition-surrender 

 

44 “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise them up 

at the last day. 
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Chapter 88 

 

 

 

"Come Lord Jesus, let us go back to God.” 

 

Father- 

 

It is done, 

And just begun, 

Amen. 
 


