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Minutes of the General Meeting
Wednesday, January 28, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. 
University Library, Peter Eclipse Gallery 
______________________________________________________________________________    

Executive Board Officer(s): Marcel Leal (Associate Director of Administrative Operations); Leslie Vargas (Vice President); Ashley Pina Vazquez (President); Faustino Santos (Associate Vice President, Financial Services); Ray Alfaro (Associate Vice President, Marketing and Video Production); Kirsten Martinez (Associate Vice President, Public Relations); Gabriela Puente (Associate Vice President, Alumni Relations); Robert Lopez (Associate Director, Special Events)

Executive Board Officers Absent: Jasmin Love (Assistant to the Senior Advisor)


Appointed Officers Present: Anthony Mai (Chair of Membership); Alexis Santos (Administrative Assistant); Melanie Quijano (Sergeant-at-Arms); Haydee Sanchez (Historian); Yaneth Cruz (Director of Business and Community Relations); Eliot Subias Leon (Director of Media Relations); Julia Alvarez (Co-Chair of the Scholarship Banquet); Gabriella Miguel (Controller); Jasmin Barrera (

Appointed Officers Absent: Valeria Amezquita (Chair of Fundraising); Melissa Gutierrez (Webmaster); Giselle Garcia (Director of Campus Relations); Destiny Paniagua (Chair of the Scholarship Banquet); Mayra Torres (Chair of Corporate Events) Kevin Harris (Director of Governmental Reporting); Jocelyn Morales (Director of Video Production); Jazmin Love (Director of Alumni Communications); Esmeralda Guzman (Co-Chair of Corporate Events)

Advisor(s) Present: Randy Aoki (Senior Advisor); Mark Aguilar (Advisor); Lupe Wells (Advisor)


The meeting was called to order by Vice President Leslie Vargas at 6:05pm.

Vice President Leslie Vargas-Vargas opened the meeting by presenting the agenda and the attendance QR code. Faustino followed with an explanation of the Early Bird Membership Fees, noting that returning members pay $10 while new members pay $20. Leslie reflected on the recent Game Night Social, sharing appreciation for the strong turnout and the opportunity for members to connect in a relaxed setting. She then introduced HBSA’s committees, explaining how involvement can help members gain leadership experience and professional skills. She highlighted the new High School Outreach Committee, which will focus on visiting local Fresno high schools to introduce students to HBSA and the organization’s mission. Committee chairs then described their respective teams and responsibilities. Robert discussed the Banquet Support Committee, which assists with planning, leadership, and event operations. Faustino introduced the Fundraising Committee, encouraging members to contribute ideas and support fundraising efforts. Ray presented the Media & Content Committee, emphasizing opportunities to build marketing and advertising skills. Kirsten followed with the Public Relations Committee, outlining ways members can develop writing, publication, and communication experience. Members were encouraged to participate through the Committee Interest Form. Leslie provided updates on upcoming meetings, announcing that the next session will feature guest speaker Maria Oliver, Director of Marketing and Communications. She also welcomed Lupe Wells as HBSA’s new advisor, introducing her to members and sharing her words of encouragement. Leslie continued by sharing internship and job opportunities, stressing the importance of gaining professional experience and networking. Members were encouraged to sign up through the QR code, and she reminded everyone to stay engaged through HBSA’s social media platforms. The meeting concluded with guest speaker Mairen Vargas, Accountant-Auditor for the City of Fresno, who presented “What I Wish I Knew in College & What Matters After Graduation.”. Mairen is a first‑generation Fresno State accounting alum, shares her career journey from internships to Deloitte, state government, and city auditing to encourage students not to stress about having everything figured out. She emphasizes that GPA isn’t everything, rejection is normal, and success comes from work ethic, networking, Excel skills, personality, and taking risks. Mairen reassures members and tells members to enjoy college, use resources, build skills early, advocate for yourself, and pursue what genuinely makes you happy.

Mairen closed with an inspirational quote by Pelé:
“Success is no accident. It is hard work, perseverance, learning, studying, sacrifice and most of all, love of what you are doing or learning to do.”

The meeting was adjourned at 6:58pm by Vice President Leslie Vargas. 
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“Preparing for Success”




