
This is a quick review of Chapters 1-21.

The Revelation of Jesus Christ

Dr. Mark Alan Langner

Revelation in an Hour (1-21)

“‘I am Alpha and Omega,’ says the Lord God, 
‘the one who is, who was, and who is to come, 

the Almighty.’” 



Revelation (no “s” on the end!) means to unveil, to disclose, to reveal. 

Revelation is complex, but it is not impossible. Randall Price once observed, “To be a 
student of the prophetic scriptures is to be a student of the Scriptures in their 
entirety.”

It is important that we get Revelation right. The consequences of missing the 
message in Revelation can even be severe, e.g., Jehovah’s. Witnesses and Mormons 
have greatly erred in their understanding of Revelation. The Seventh Day Adventists 
have rather unique views of this great Book too. 
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Introduction-Revelation 1:8

Apokalupsis (unveil, disclose, reveal). 

Three types of literature: 
1)Apocalypse; 2) Prophecy; 3) Letter.

Must understand Old Testament prophecy to understand 
Revelation. At least 278 0f 404 verses are drawn from the Old 
Testament, although not one is directly quoted. Prophecy is 
abundant in Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah, Jeremiah, Joel, 
Malachi, Matthew & the Gospels, and 1 & 2 Thessalonians.



Although some later scholars may claim otherwise, the best evidence is that 
Revelation was recorded by the Apostle John in 95 A.D. Some people note 
differences in the style of Revelation and that of John’s Gospel and Epistles, but I 
would liken that to John Grisham’s writing of various genres. 

Additionally, the similarities of John’s writing are overwhelming, including his 
phrasing such as “True,” ”Lamb,” ”I signify,” “Tribulation,” ”Out of,” ”Witness,” 
”Thunder,” “Life,” and ”the Word,” among others. 

John was also and known and recognizable Pastor to the churches in this area.

And the most convincing of all: Polycarp was a direct disciple of the Apostle John, 
and he told Irenaeus, his own disciple, that John was the author.

Mark Alan Langner

Introduction-Revelation 1:8

John 95 A.D.



The key phrasing, “after this,” is integral to one’s own understanding of the Book of 
Revelation. These words, to me, make it obvious that Revelation is generally 
prophetic: it is mostly about future events!

Remember when studying all Scripture, including Revelation:

1) When the plain sense of Scripture makes common sense, seek no other sense.
2) It is important in Revelation, specifically, to note where the action is taking place 

(on Earth, in Heaven, under the Earth, etc.).
3) Revelation is generally chronological (it goes in order) except for perhaps chapters 

12 and 17 which are parenthetical chapters (they fill in what is going on).
4) Know what is literal and know what is symbolic. The entirety of Scripture, and the 

witness of the Holy Spirit, help us to do just that. Even symbolic images convey 
actual people, events, situations, items, etc. Some of these symbols are actually 
explained in the text itself including the identification of the “Alpha and Omega,” 
the “seven lampstands,” the “144,000,” etc.
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Introduction-Revelation 1:8

TWO KEY VERSES
“Therefore write what you have 
seen, what is, and what will take 
place after this” (1:19).

“After this I looked, and there in 
heaven was an open door. The 
first voice that I had heard 
speaking to me like a trumpet 
said, ‘Come up here, and I will 
show you what must take place 
after this’” (4:1).



The purpose of the Book is plainly stated: to show Jesus’s servants “what must soon 
take place.:

Note the special blessing for those who read aloud the book and keep its contents. 
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“The revelation of Jesus Christ that 
God gave him to show his servants 
what must soon take place. He made it 
known by sending his angel to his 
servant John, who testified to the word 
of God and to the testimony of Jesus 
Christ, whatever he saw. Blessed is the 
one who reads aloud the words of this 
prophecy, and blessed are those who 
hear the words of this prophecy and 
keep what is written in it, because the 
time is near.”

Seven Themes:
Jesus is the Primary Theme
To the Church with hope
Empowered by the Holy Spirit
Fulfillment of Israel’s Covenants
Worship of our Trinitarian God
Bridges Genesis to Revelation
Eternal restoration of God’s people
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7Look, he is coming with the clouds,
and every eye will see him,

even those who pierced him.
And all the tribes of the earth

will mourn over him.
So it is to be. Amen.

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “the one 
who is, who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.”



The Alpha and Omega means the Beginning and the End: it expresses the eternal 
nature of our God. 
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“I continued watching in the night visions, and suddenly one like a son of 
man was coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached with the 

Ancient of Days and was escorted before him.” –Daniel 7:13

“Then I will pour out a spirit of grace and prayer on the house of David 
and the residents of Jerusalem, and they will look at me whom they 

pierced. They will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child and 
weep bitterly for him as one weeps for a firstborn.: -Zechariah 12:10

“Also, another Scripture says, They will look at the one they pierced.” 
-John 19:37



Some believe the “seven spirits before the throne” refer to the seven angels of the 
seven churches; others to the seven angels seen in the Book. Others believe it refers 
to the seven attributes of the Holy Spirit as found in Isaiah 11:2, and I believe this is 
the best view:

1) It is in line with the Trinitarian focus of the passage.
2) It is in line with the Branch, Jesus Christ, who would have the Holy Spirit’s 

anointing and blessing in His earthly ministry.
3) It describes the fullness and completeness of the Holy Spirit.

It also refutes the thoughts of some that the Holy Spirit will not be present during the 
coming Tribulation Period.
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Isaiah 11:2
- The Spirit of the LORD
- The Spirit of Wisdom
- The Spirit of Understanding
- The Spirit of Counsel
- The Spirit of Strength
- The Spirit of Knowledge
- The Spirit of the Fear of the 

LORD

This is indicative of the 
active, working presence of 

the Holy Spirit in the 
Revelation.



Seven is a hugely important number in Revelation: There are seven spirits, churches, 
angels, lampstands, stars, seals, trumpets, bowls, lamps of fire, peals of thunder, 
horns, eyes, thousand people, heads, diadems, plagues, mountains, kings, beatitudes, 
triumphs, figures, and the ”I Ams” of Christ.

Twelve is also a repetitive number in Revelation: there are the twelve tribes of Israel, 
types of fruit, gates guarded by twelve angels, precious stones and pearls, in addition 
to multiples of twelve including the twenty-four elders, the two multitudes of 
144,000, and the walls (144 cubits). 

There is an element of completion in most of the Revelation numbers.
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Key Numbers in Revelation/Scripture.
3 – the Trinity
4 –often related to the earth/related to completion.
6 – mankind.
7 – perfection/fulfillment/completion.
12 – elective purpose of God/perfection/authority.



Preterists’ views about judgment are problematic: Romans 3:5c-6 notes: “…Is God 
unrighteous to inflict wrath? Absolutely not! Otherwise, how will God judge the 
world?” But with that judgment comes a way of escape as we see in Romans 4:7-8: 
“Blessed are those whose lawlessness acts are forgiven and whose sins are covered. 
Blessed is the person the Lord will never charge with sin.” In other words, all of us 
who have accepted the grace and forgiveness of – and only through! – Jesus Christ.

Historicists are notorious for attaching descriptions of people throughout the Church 
Age to the various figures in the Revelation. Historicists are often inconsistent in their 
determinations.

Idealists seemingly disagree with the views of the New Testament authors, including 
Jesus’s emphatic statements found in Matthew 24-25.

Robert L. Thomas notes, “The futurist approach to the book is the only one that 
grants sufficient recognition to the prophetic style of the book.”
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Introduction-Revelation 1:8
Preterists – believe the book is primarily for believers of the first century. 
Virtually ignore all futuristic aspects of Revelation, including judgment.
Historicists – believe Revelation is about the Church Age. Essentially 
replaces the Abrahamic Covenant and is highly metaphorical.
Idealists – believe Revelation is a metaphor for the battle between good and 
evil. Requires an allegorical interpretation of the book.
Futurists – believe Revelation is a literal revealing to the Seven Churches 
and the Ecumenical Church; the consummation of the Abrahamic Covenant 
to Israel (the Seventieth Week of Daniel); prophetic beginning in Chapter 4.

Timing of the Events
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Introduction-Revelation 1:8

Futurists – typically believe in a Rapture (a snatching away) of the Current 
Church (which is notably absent in Revelation from Chapters 4-19). 

Futurists Timing of the Rapture

Tribulation Period
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Introduction-Revelation 1:8
Amillennial View – maintains there will be no future, literal, one-thousand-
year reign of Jesus Christ; the Kingdom is spiritual in nature; and is 
presently fulfilled as Christ reigns in Heaven and His people. Symbolic of a 
long church age. 
Postmillennial View – teaches that Christ will return after the Millennium, 
an undetermined time when Christians influence the earth’s people as they 
become ready for Christ’s return. 
Premillennial View – concludes Christ will return during the second phase of 
the 2nd Coming (the Rapture and Daniel’s 70th Week being the first phase).

Timing of the Millennial Kingdom



Early adherents to the the Premillennial View include Papias, Clement of Rome, 
Barnabas, Ignatius, Polycarp, Justin Martyr, and Tertullian.

Some of the more recent and well-known adherents include John Walvoord, Dwight 
Pentecost, Hal Lindsey, Tim LaHaye, Adrian Rogers, David Jeremiah, John Christopher 
Thomas, Frank Macchia, Chuck Swindoll, Ed Hindson, Elmer Towns, Danny Akin, Mark 
Hitchcock, and may others.
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Introduction-Revelation 1:8

Support for the Premillennial View:
1) Best fulfills Abrahamic, Davidic, & Mosaic Promises.
2) Offers clearest understanding of Rev. 20:1-6.
3) Earliest View of the Church.
4) Most literal interpretation of Satan’s current role, future 

incarceration, and ultimate destiny.
5) Most consistent, literal rendering of Scripture.

Ten O.T. Passages regarding the Millennial Kingdom: 
Isaiah 2:1-5, 11:1-16, 32:1-20, 35:1-190, 60:1-22, 

Jeremiah 31:1-40, 33:1-26, Ezekiel 37:14-28, Amos 9:11-15, 
Zechariah 14:6-21.
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Past Ages Church Age
(Age of Grace)

Tribulation Period

3 ½  YEARS.      3 ½ YEARs

MILLENNIUM
(Reign of Christ)

ETERNITY

Rapture
I Thessalonians 4:16-17
I Corinthians 15:51-58

II Thessalonians 2:3-10

Glorious Appearing
Matthew 24:30

Revelation 19:11-21

Judgment Seat
I Corinthians 3:9-15

John 14:1-3

Marriage of the Lamb
Revelation 19:1-9

THE FATHERS HOUSE

Great White 
Throne 

Judgment
Revelation 20

Genesis 1:1- Luke 2:7 Acts 1:8 – Present
Revelation 1-3

Daniel 9:24-27

Revelation 20

New Heaven & Earth
Revelation 21-22

Gog & Magog I
Ezekiel 38-39

Gog & 
Magog II
Revelation  20

Mark Alan Langner, D.Min. markalanlangner@yahoo.com

Tribulation Great
Tribulation

Revelation 4-19
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First Half Tribulation Great Tribulation

Seal Judgments
Revelation 6

1. Antichrist; 2. War; 3. Famine; 4. 
Death & Hell; 5. Martyrs in 

Heaven; 6. Upheaval & 
Destruction; 7. Trumpets.

Trumpet Judgments
Revelation 8 – 9

1. Bloody hail & fire; Fireball from 
Heaven; 3. 1/3 Oceans polluted; 4. 

1/3 Fresh Water polluted; 5. Demonic 
torment; 6. 1/3 Mankind killed; 7. 

Bowls.

Bowl Judgments
Revelation 15 – 16

1. Sores on antichrist’s worshippers; 
2. Seas into blood; 3. Fresh water into 
blood; 4. Scorching heat; 5. Darkness 

& pain; 6. Armageddon; 7. 
Earthquakes & hail.

Gog & Magog I
Russia, Turkey, Iran, Sudan, Syria 
& Libya & Possibly Central Asia 

and/or Afghanistan

144k Jewish Tribes-Led Revival;
Seals; Trumpets;

2 Witnesses.

Abomination of Desolation; Rise of the Antichrist & 
False Prophet; Mark of the Beast; Persecution of 
Israel & the Tribulation Church; Destruction of 
Babylon; Antichrist & FP Defeated at Armageddon.

Babylon Destroyed
Revelation 14, 17-18

Armageddon 
Revelation 14, 16, & 19

Daniel’s Seventieth Week (9:24-27)
Seventy weeks are decreed about your people and your holy city—to bring the rebellion to an end, to put a stop to sin, to atone for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up 

vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy place. 25Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until an Anointed One, the ruler, will be 
seven weeks and sixty-two weeks. It will be rebuilt with a plaza and a moat, but in difficult times.26After those sixty-two weeks the Anointed One will be cut off and will have nothing. The 

people of the coming ruler will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come with a flood, and until the end there will be war; desolations are decreed.27He will make a firm covenant
with many for one week, but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and offering. And the abomination of desolation will be on a wing of the temple until the decreed 

destruction is poured out on the desolator.”

Mark Alan Langner, D.Min. markalanlangner@yahoo.com



I pray you have enjoyed our study. I look forward to discussing Chapter 22 with you. 
May the God of grace and peace bless you all.
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Please note: I have highlighted my top-five general Revelation references. If you wish to study the worship sections of Revelation, I highly recommend
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1st Choice Pregnancy Resource Center. Accessed March 25, 2021. https://firstchoiceprc.com/pro-life-movement?gclid=CjwKCAjw6fCCBhBNEiwAem5SO-
PjiGWSFnD0hvEqWkldFkCa_hi0i8OAlcaTewnyYSj4_3qE71i0-RoCedEQAvD_BwE.

Alcorn, Randy. Heaven. Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 2004.

Akin, Daniel L. Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary: Exalting Jesus in Revelation. Nashville, TN: Holman, 2016.

Archer, Melissa L. “‘I Was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day:’ A Pentecostal Engagement With Worship in the Apocalypse.” PhD diss., Bangor University, 2013. Accessed March 15, 2021.
https://search-proquest-com.seu.idm.oclc.org/docview/2377246791/D59E3BD2834B416BPQ/1?accountid=43912.

Barnett, Victoria J., and Geffrey B Kelly, eds., and Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Dietrich Bonhoeffer Works-Readers Edition, Volume 5, Life Together. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2015.

Beasley-Murray, G.R. The Book of Revelation. London, England: Marshall, Morgan, & Scott, 1978.

Biblegateway.com.

Biblehub.com/Interlinear/revelation/4-1.

Biblestudytools.com.

Blueletterbible.org.

Bird, Mark. “God the Holy Spirit.” Answers in Genesis. Modified May 4, 2015. Accessed March 22, 2021. https://answersingenesis.org/who-is-god/the-trinity/god-the-holy-spirit/.

Blum, Edwin A., ed., Trevin Wax, ed., A. Boyd Luter, et al. CSB Study Bible. Nashville, TN: Homan Bible Publishers, 2017.

Boyd, Gregory A. Cross Vision. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2017.

mailto:markalanlangner@yahoo.com


17

Revelation References Page 2 of 4
Contact Information: Mark Alan Langner, D.Min. markalanlangner@yahoo.com

Center for Disease Control and Prevention. “Global WASH Fast Facts.” Accessed June 10, 2021. https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/global/wash_statistics.html.

Cline, Eric H. The Battles of Armageddon: Megiddo and the Jezreel Valley from the Bronze Age to the Nuclear Age. Ann Arbor, MI: The University of Michigan Press, 2000.

Coleman, Robert. Songs of Heaven. Old Tappan, NJ: Revell, 1980.

Correll, Mark. “Revelation 16.” Accessed June 7, 2021. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nZioCxNkEp4.

Elwell, Walter A., ed., G.E. Ladd, et al. Evangelical Dictionary of Theology. Second Edition. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2001.

Fee, Gordon D. and Douglas Stewart. How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth. Third Edition. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2003.

Floyd, Jr., Wayne Whitson and John W. De Gruchy, eds., Dietrich Bonhoeffer Works, Volume 3: Creation and Fall. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2004.

Free.messianicbible.com. “Israel’s Priests Prepare for the Third Temple.” Accessed May 6, 2021. https://free.messianicbible.com/feature/israels-priests-prepare-third-temple/.

Gotquestions.org.

Graham, Billy. Approaching Hoofbeats: The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse. Waco, TX: Word Books, 1983.

Hagee, John. “Israel: The Apple of God’s Eye.” https://www.jhm.org/specialdonation/50248. Accessed May 13, 2021.

Hindson, Edward and Mal Couch, Twenty-First Century Biblical Commentary Series: The Book of Revelation: Unlocking the Future. Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2002.

Hitchcock, Mark. The End: A Complete Overview of Bible Prophesy and the End of Days. Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 2012.

Horton, Stanley M., Ralph W. Harris, and Gayle Garrity Seaver, eds., et al. The Complete Biblical Library, Volume 2: Acts-Revelation. Springfield, MO: World Library Press, Inc., 2016.



18

Revelation References Page 3 of 4
Contact Information: Mark Alan Langner, D.Min. markalanlangner@yahoo.com

Jeremiah, David. The Jeremiah Study Bible: NIV. Franklin, TN: Worthy Publishing, 2016.

Jeremiah, David. Escape the Coming Night. Dallas, TX: Word Publishing, 1990.

Keener, Craig S. The NIV Application Commentary: Revelation. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2000.

Langner, Mark Alan. Creation Costs: Hermeneutical and Scientific Repercussions Through the Lens of the Day Age and Young Earth Views. DMIN diss., Southeastern University, 2021.

LaHaye, Tim. Revelation Unveiled. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1999.

Lawson, Steven J. Heaven Help Us!: Truths about Eternity That Will Help You Live Today. Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 1995.

Longman, III, Tremper and Raymond B. Dillard. An Introduction to the Old Testament. Second Edition. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2006.

Metzger, Bruce. Breaking the Code: Understanding the Book of Revelation. Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1993.

Mounce, Robert. The Book of Revelation. Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1977.

Rydelnik, Michael and Michael Vanlaningham. The Moody Bible Commentary. Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 2014.

Thomas, John Christopher and Frank D. Macchia. The Two Horizons New Testament Commentary: Revelation. Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing, 2016.

Thompson, Frank Charles, ed. The Thompson Chain Reference Bible: King James Version. Fifth Edition. Indianapolis, IN: B.B. Kirkbride Bible Company, Inc., 2007.

Thomas, Robert. Revelation 8-22: An Exegetical Commentary. Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1995.

If you wish to study a general understanding of Genesis 1-3 including, in part, its relationship to Revelation,
my doctoral dissertation is available via Proquest or firescholars.seu.edu.



19

Revelation References Page 4 of 4
Contact Information: Mark Alan Langner, D.Min. markalanlangner@yahoo.com

Towns, Elmer, Mal Couch and Ed Hindson, eds. The Gospel of John: Believe and Live: Twenty-first Century Biblical Commentary Series. Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2002.

Towns, Elmer. Theology for Today. Second Edition. Mason, OH: Cengage Learning, 2008.

Voice of the Martyrs. Accessed March 25, 2021. https://www.persecution.com/.

Walvoord, John. The Revelation of Jesus Christ. Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1966.

Wenham, Gordon. The Psalter Reclaimed: Praying and Praising With the Psalms. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2013.

Shurpin, Yehuda. Chabad.org. “Why Haven’t Jews Rebuilt the Temple Yet?” Accessed May 6, 2021. https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/3009476/jewish/Why-Havent-Jews-
Rebuilt-the-Temple-Yet.htm.

Royalty-Free Photos: pixaby.com; unsplash.com; freebibleimages.org; Wikimedia Commons; Pinterest: Teri Jeter; WordPress.com: Sam Shaw; Pinterest.com: BjJordan777 (the Two 
Witnesses); chabad.org: Seth Aronstam; wordpress.com (coexist symbol): https://randomviewpoints.files.wordpress.com/2008/05/coexist1.jpg; wordpress.com (coexist symbol): 
https://randomviewpoints.files.wordpress.com/2008/05/coexist1.jpg;

Wikipedia (Great Depression photo): 
https://www.google.com/search?q=great+depression&sxsrf=ALeKk0094Vtof4RNYDt_HnXNZRXpLl5ecw:1624200848028&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi7n9zU
u6bxAhWLKs0KHafvAE0Q_AUoAXoECAEQAw&biw=1504&bih=860&dpr=1.5#imgrc=Qq2LG8sCI3UgwM; https://bibleatlas.org/megiddo.htm; 
https://www.publicdomainpictures.net/en/view-image.php?image=299051&picture=hallelujah; 


