
Sovereignty and Providence
A Take-Home Exercise, for the week of September 27

This morning we sat with two words: Sovereignty and Providence. Sovereignty means God already knows how your 
story ends. Providence means He's working through your real, actual choices to get you there. Here's a simple way 
to keep sitting with both of them this week.

READ

God has supreme authority over everything that exists.

“All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the 
peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his hand or say to him: ‘What have you done?’”

Daniel 4:35 (NIV)

God works through real events and real choices, including yours, to guarantee His purposes come to pass.

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according 
to his purpose.”

Romans 8:28 (NIV)

REFLECT

Sit with these on your own, or talk through them with your family this week.

● What's one thing this week you're tempted to believe is outside God's reach?

● Where have you seen God work through your own real choices, not around them?

● What's one specific thing you need to ask Him for, the way the servant asked at the well?

PRAY

Before you ask God for anything this week, give Him something first.

There's something you've been carrying that isn't yours to carry: a worry, a grip on how something has to turn out, a 
step you've been afraid to take because you can't see where it lands. Name it, out loud or in your own head. Give it 
to Him.

Now ask Him for something specific. Not the vague version, the real one. The actual name, the actual decision, the 
actual step in front of you. Ask Him plainly, the way you'd ask someone you actually trusted to hear you.

God, You already know how this ends. I'm not asking You to prove Yourself to me. I'm asking You to keep doing 
what You've already been doing: going ahead of me, working through the real stuff of my life, getting me exactly 
where You already know I'm headed. In Jesus' name, amen.

Keep this with your Bible, or wherever you'll actually see it again.



9/28/2026

1

1 2

3 4



9/28/2026

2

5 6

7 8



9/28/2026

3

9 10

11 12



9/28/2026

4

13 14

15 16



9/28/2026

5

17 18

19



GENESIS 24  ·  WALKING BY FAITH

Take the Step
A Take-Home Exercise

OBEY.  WATCH.  CONFIRM.

THE BIG IDEA

You don't need a voice from heaven to move. You need the Word you already have, a step in front of 
you, and eyes willing to watch for what God is already doing. Obey first. Understand later.

WORD FOR THE WEEK

ךְ halak   —   to walk, to go  הָלַ

The verb behind the servant's whole journey in Genesis 24, and behind God's charge to Abram to 
“walk before me” (Genesis 17:1). To walk is simply to keep moving in the direction you already know.

BEFORE YOU BEGIN: NAME YOUR STEP

Think of one real decision or step in front of you right now, the kind you've been praying about, 
putting off, or almost taking. Write it in a single sentence.

 

 

MARK 1   ·   OBEY FIRST   ·   GENESIS 24:1-9

The servant obeys before he has the full picture, swearing the oath before a single mile is walked. 
Faith moves on what it already knows, not on what it's still waiting to feel.

REFLECT & RESPOND   What is the next obedient action on your step, the one you already know to do, 
whether or not you feel ready?

 

THIS WEEK  Take that one action within 48 hours, before you look for any further sign.

MARK 2   ·   STAND ON THE WORD   ·   GENESIS 24:7

Abraham anchors the whole errand in a promise God had already spoken, years earlier. Direction isn't 
manufactured from a new feeling, it's remembered from what God has already said.

REFLECT & RESPOND   What has God already said in Scripture that speaks to your step? Write the verse 
or promise, even if it isn't a perfect match.

 

THIS WEEK  Write that verse somewhere you'll see it daily this week.



MARK 3   ·   WATCH WITH A SPECIFIC, OPEN HEART   ·   GENESIS 24:14, 21

The servant prays an exact, testable prayer, then watches closely enough to notice the answer instead 
of missing it in the rush.

REFLECT & RESPOND   What specific, answerable prayer can you pray about your step, precise enough 
that you'd actually recognize the answer?

 

THIS WEEK  Pray that exact prayer daily, and keep a short log of anything that happens in 
response.

MARK 4   ·   LET CONFIRMATION STACK   ·   GENESIS 24:21-27, 34-49

One dramatic sign isn't proof by itself. The servant waits for multiple, independent confirmations, 
circumstance, character, family, before he calls anything settled.

REFLECT & RESPOND   Which two or three confirmations (Scripture, circumstance, peace, counsel, fruit, 
gifts, others naming it, hindsight) can you actually check for your step this week?

 

THIS WEEK  Ask one trusted, godly person to weigh in honestly, and actually listen to what they 
say.

MARK 5   ·   LET YOUR HOUSEHOLD CONFIRM WHAT YOU'VE SEEN   ·   GENESIS 24:50-51

Rebekah's family can't confirm anything until the servant tells them the whole story. Confirmation is 
only available to the people you actually let in.

REFLECT & RESPOND   Who is your household on this, the person or people who need to hear the whole 
story before they can confirm anything?

 

THIS WEEK  Tell them the whole story out loud this week, not just the outcome you're hoping for.

TELL YOUR STORY

Every mark in this message builds toward one thing: a story someone else can stand on too. Whatever 
happens with your step this week, plan now to tell it.

REFLECT & RESPOND   Who will you tell, and when?
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