THE DOCTRINE OF SALVATION    ·    OUR PROBLEM. HIS PROVISION. HIS GRIP.
Salvation Is Something More
It is a rescue only God could accomplish  ·  A study in five movements
	THE BIG IDEA   Salvation is more than joining a business on mission, a club that serves, a team with commitments, or a movement with goals. You cannot join your way out of death. A drowning man does not need a membership. He needs a rescue.


1.  Houston...We've Got a Problem    The Need    Rom. 3:23  ·  Eph. 2:1-3
1. Apollo 13 · April 13, 1970 · Lovell, Swigert, Haise · 200,000 miles from home
0. Oxygen tank explodes. “Okay, Houston, we've had a problem here.”
0. Nothing changed when they knew, except everything: every plan became rescue.
0. They could not fix it themselves. Only hope: a rescue engineered by someone else.
“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”
ROMANS 3:23  ·  NIV
“As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins... Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath.”
EPHESIANS 2:1-3 (see full text)  ·  NIV
1. All means all. Measured against glory, not against the neighbor.
1. The diagnosis: DEAD. Not sick. Not struggling. Not drowning. Dead people cannot self-rescue.
1. What's your temperature? You cannot treat what you will not measure.
NOTES







2.  It's All About Him    The Provision    Eph. 2:4-9  ·  1 Cor. 15:3-4  ·  2 Cor. 5:21
1. Who pursued whom? Nobody drifts into a wedding photo. He came looking for us. (1 John 4:19)
1. Two words change the story: BUT GOD.
“But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved... For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.”
EPHESIANS 2:4-9 (see full text)  ·  NIV
5. The verbs are all His: God made alive · God raised · God seated.
5. Dead people do not contribute verbs.
“...that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures”
1 CORINTHIANS 15:3-4  ·  NIV
5. The gospel of first importance: died · buried · raised. The cross was never Plan B.
“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”
2 CORINTHIANS 5:21  ·  NIV
1. The Great Exchange: He is treated as if He lived my record; I am treated as if I lived His.
1. Religion vs. gospel: religion says grit your teeth; the gospel says look to Jesus. (Num. 21; John 3:14; Heb. 12:2)
1. The only thing we bring to our salvation is the need for it.
NOTES







3.  Signed, Sealed, Delivered    The Application    Rom. 5:1  ·  Gal. 4:4-7
1. Signed – He calls us (John 6:44)   Sealed – He makes us new (Eph. 1:13)   Delivered – death to life (Col. 1:13)
	1. Calling
	God draws and enables
	John 6:44

	2. Conversion
	Repentance and faith
	Acts 20:21; Rom. 10:9-10

	3. Regeneration
	New birth by the Spirit
	John 3:3-8; Titus 3:5

	4. Justification
	Declared righteous through faith
	Rom. 5:1

	5. Adoption
	Made children of God and heirs
	Gal. 4:4-7

	6. Sanctification
	Growing in holiness
	1 Thess. 4:3; Phil. 2:12-13

	7. Glorification
	Final completion at Christ's return
	Rom. 8:29-30


1. A finished job: mowed · trimmed · edged · weeds pulled · equipment put away. When God saves, He does the whole job.
1. Conversion and regeneration come together in time, like birth and a first cry. God is at every link.
4.  He's Got Me Coming and Going    The Three Tenses    Rom. 8:28-30  ·  Phil. 2:12-13
	SAVED
	BEING SAVED
	WILL BE SAVED

	from sin's penalty
Past · Justification
	from sin's power
Present · Sanctification
	from sin's presence
Future · Glorification


1. The testudo (tortoise): shields locked front · flanks · rear · overhead. A moving box of armor, no gap, no blind side.
12. No soldier protected by his own shield; each man's shield covered his neighbor.
1. “You hem me in behind and before...” (Ps. 139:5). No direction the enemy can come where God has not locked a shield.
NOTES






5.  He Won't Let Go    The Security    John 10:28  ·  Phil. 1:6  ·  Rom. 8:38-39
1. “You go, we go.” (Backdraft) At the cross it was not a movie line; it was the plan of salvation.
1. Your security is not your grip on His hand. It is His grip on yours.
“I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand.”
JOHN 10:28  ·  NIV
“being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”
PHILIPPIANS 1:6  ·  NIV
“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
ROMANS 8:38-39  ·  NIV
1. Paul searched all creation for a threat and came back empty. And you are inside “all creation.”
1. God doesn't give up. He is FOCUSED · DETERMINED · UNWAVERING · COMMITTED to you, even when you are not.
YOUR RESPONSE – AS SIMPLE AS A, B, C
1. Admit your need – the problem of point one is mine. (Rom. 3:23)
1. Believe in Jesus – stop gritting; start looking. (Rom. 10:9-10)
1. Commit your life – to Him as forgiver and leader.
THIS WEEK – REFLECT & RESPOND
1. Have I let God take an honest reading of my condition, or have I been treating symptoms?
1. Where am I still gritting my teeth instead of looking to Jesus?
1. If my life feels like mid-renovation, will I trust the One who finishes what He starts?
NOTES


	Held not by your grip, but by His.
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