SEVEN ESSENTIAL QUALITIES : QUALITY 05 : IN : SERVING

The Towel Fits You

Every member a minister, not just the ministered to.

THE QUALITY Using the gifts, talents, and time God has entrusted to us to build up the church
and advance His Kingdom, recognizing that every member is called to minister, not just be
ministered to.

THE BIG IDEA

Jesus took the towel because He knew who He was. God placed you in the body so you would
have a towel to take. Love decides whether it means anything at all. Serving is not what you
do once you feel secure enough. It is what settled people are free to do.

01. Take the Towel ionni31-5

Jesus knelt because three things were already settled.

Luke 22:24 They argued about who was greatest at this very meal. The basin was
avoided, not missed.

John 13:4-5 Six verbs in two verses. Foot washing was the lowest slave's job in the
house.

John 13:4, 12 TOnm lay down, AapBdvw take up. The pair He uses of His life in John
10:17-18.

Philippians 2:7-8 Slave form and death on a cross, one sentence, no seam. Verse 5 makes it
imitative.

John 13:3 His authority, His origin, His destination. Nothing to prove, nothing to
protect.

Settled people can kneel. Insecure people can only perform.

THIs WEek Name your basin. Find the job in front of you nobody wants, settle the three as you
reach for it, and take it once this week before anyone asks.

02. Take Your Place i corinthians 12:12-27

God put you in this body on purpose, and He used the same verb.

1 Cor 12:15-16 The first lie, from the one who feels small. I am not a hand, so I do not
belong.

1Cor12:21 The second lie, from the one who feels essential. I do not need you.

1 Cor 12:18 £0¢cTo, from tithémi. He laid it down, God laid you in. Just as He wanted.

1 Cor 12:22 avaykaia, indispensable. Not tolerated. Load bearing.

1 Cor 12:24-25 Greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so there would be no division.

Your place is an assignment, not a leftover. You are load bearing.

THIs week Find out where you fit. Go to gatewaychurchmonroe.com, click Starting Point, then
Next Steps, and work through Where Do I Fit?

NOTES



03. Take the Higher Way 1 Corinthians 13:1-3

Paul runs three impressive resumes and subtracts love from each one.

1Cor 12:31 The most excellent way. 066¢ (hodos) is a road. Love is not a better feeling
to have while serving, it is a different road to walk.

1Cor13:1 Tongues of men and of angels, minus love. Not lesser music. Noise.

1Cor 13:2 Prophecy, all knowledge, mountain moving faith, minus love. I am nothing.

1Cor 13:3 Everything I own given away, my body handed over, minus love. I gain
nothing.

1 Cor 13:5 Love keeps no record of wrongs. Accounting language. Love does not run a
ledger.

Notice the descent. First what I produce is worthless, then what I am is nothing, then
what I get is nothing. Serving is not automatically holy.

THIS WEEK Run the zero test. Pick one thing you already serve in. Ask why you started and why

you stay. Subtract love and see what is left. If what is left is resentment, say so out loud to
someone.

THE CLOSE

John 13:12 He took up His garments and sat back down. The rehearsal was finished.

John 13:15 vmoberypa (hypodeigma), a pattern set down to be copied. Not admired.
Copied.

John 13:17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.

Knowing is not the blessing. Doing is.

ALL OF IT IN THREE WORDS

KNEEL - BELONG - LOVE

REFLECT & RESPOND
« Which of the three did Jesus have settled that I do not: my authority, my origin, or my destination?

e Have I quietly decided I am not needed here, and what was I comparing myself to when I decided
it?

e IfI subtract love from the thing I serve in most, what is actually left?

NOTES

The towel fits you. Go pick it up.

All scripture NIV.
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MESSAGE SLIDES : THE TOWEL FITS YOU

Seven Essential Qualities - Quality 05 - Serving

The Towel
Fits You

JOHN 13 - 1 CORINTHIANS 12-13

So he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped
a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin
and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel
that was wrapped around him.

Not servant work.
Slave work.

Take the Towel

“A dispute arose among them as to which of
them was considered to be greatest.”

TiONpU - he laid it down
2aupavw - he took it up




Iesus practiced the Ccross on a Rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a
servant, being made in human like And being found in

towel before He carried it on a hill. appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to

death, even death on a cross!

Cross bearing means dylng to the Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his

self that keeps score power, and that he had come from God and was returning
to God.

All things were under His power.

Settled people can kneel.
He had come from God. Insecure people can only perform.

He was returning to God.




Name your basin.

Take Your Place

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many “Because I am not a hand

parts form one body, so it is with Christ... Even so the body is belong to the bOdy.”
not made up of one part but of many.

£€0£T0 - he placed you
KaOwGNOEANCED - justas he wanted

“I don’t need you!”

the hand, the head to the feet etheto and kath¢




Your place is an assignment not On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are
3

indispensable... But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to
a leftovel‘. the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body,

but that its parts should have equal concern for each other.

He picked the part you would be. You are not extra

He built the body to need it. You are load bearing.

He honors what gets overlooked.

Chosen for t

Where Dol Fit?

Find out where you fit.

Take the Higher Wi:

Click Starting Point
Click Nex

Work through Where Do I Fit?




060G - aroad you walk
aydmmn - the love that walks it

hodos and agapé - 1C

Tongues of men and of angels.

minus love

Everything I own, given away.
My body, handed over.

minus love

speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a

sounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can

fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if T have a faith that can move
mountain

but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor

and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain
nothing.

Prophecy. All mysteries. All knowledge.
Faith that moves mountains.

minus love

Serving is not automatically
holy.

an be done fo erage, or out of resentment. God counts it




Run the zero test.
Without love, the towel is just a s

out loud to someone.

Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you “Now that you know these things, you

also should wash one another's feet. I have set you an example will be blessed ifyOll do them.”
that you should do as I have done for you.

Name your basin. The towel
Find out where you fit. ﬁts yOll .

Run the zero test. Go pick it up.




