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The Towel Fits You
Every member a minister, not just the ministered to.

T H E  Q U A L I T Y    Using the gifts, talents, and time God has entrusted to us to build up the church 
and advance His Kingdom, recognizing that every member is called to minister, not just be 
ministered to.

T H E  B I G  I D E A

Jesus took the towel because He knew who He was. God placed you in the body so you would 
have a towel to take. Love decides whether it means anything at all. Serving is not what you 
do once you feel secure enough. It is what settled people are free to do.

01.  Take the Towel     John 13:1–5

Jesus knelt because three things were already settled.

Luke 22:24 They argued about who was greatest at this very meal. The basin was 
avoided, not missed.

John 13:4–5 Six verbs in two verses. Foot washing was the lowest slave's job in the 
house.

John 13:4, 12 τίθημι lay down, λαμβάνω take up. The pair He uses of His life in John 
10:17–18.

Philippians 2:7–8 Slave form and death on a cross, one sentence, no seam. Verse 5 makes it 
imitative.

John 13:3 His authority, His origin, His destination. Nothing to prove, nothing to 
protect.

Settled people can kneel. Insecure people can only perform.

T H I S  W E E K    Name your basin. Find the job in front of you nobody wants, settle the three as you 
reach for it, and take it once this week before anyone asks.

02.  Take Your Place     1 Corinthians 12:12–27

God put you in this body on purpose, and He used the same verb.

1 Cor 12:15–16 The first lie, from the one who feels small. I am not a hand, so I do not 
belong.

1 Cor 12:21 The second lie, from the one who feels essential. I do not need you.

1 Cor 12:18 ἔθετο, from tithēmi. He laid it down, God laid you in. Just as He wanted.

1 Cor 12:22 ἀναγκαῖα, indispensable. Not tolerated. Load bearing.

1 Cor 12:24–25 Greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so there would be no division.

Your place is an assignment, not a leftover. You are load bearing.

T H I S  W E E K    Find out where you fit. Go to gatewaychurchmonroe.com, click Starting Point, then 
Next Steps, and work through Where Do I Fit?

N O T E S



03.  Take the Higher Way     1 Corinthians 13:1–3

Paul runs three impressive resumes and subtracts love from each one.

1 Cor 12:31 The most excellent way. ὁδός (hodos) is a road. Love is not a better feeling 
to have while serving, it is a different road to walk.

1 Cor 13:1 Tongues of men and of angels, minus love. Not lesser music. Noise.

1 Cor 13:2 Prophecy, all knowledge, mountain moving faith, minus love. I am nothing.

1 Cor 13:3 Everything I own given away, my body handed over, minus love. I gain 
nothing.

1 Cor 13:5 Love keeps no record of wrongs. Accounting language. Love does not run a 
ledger.

Notice the descent. First what I produce is worthless, then what I am is nothing, then 
what I get is nothing. Serving is not automatically holy.

T H I S  W E E K    Run the zero test. Pick one thing you already serve in. Ask why you started and why 
you stay. Subtract love and see what is left. If what is left is resentment, say so out loud to 
someone.

T H E  C L O S E

John 13:12 He took up His garments and sat back down. The rehearsal was finished.

John 13:15 ὑπόδειγμα (hypodeigma), a pattern set down to be copied. Not admired. 
Copied.

John 13:17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 
Knowing is not the blessing. Doing is.

A L L  O F  I T  I N  T H R E E  W O R D S

K N E E L      ·     B E L O N G      ·     L O V E

R E F L E C T  &  R E S P O N D

•   Which of the three did Jesus have settled that I do not: my authority, my origin, or my destination?

•   Have I quietly decided I am not needed here, and what was I comparing myself to when I decided 
it?

•   If I subtract love from the thing I serve in most, what is actually left?

N O T E S

The towel fits you.  Go pick it up.

All scripture NIV.
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