



                                                                   


I. Suffering for Christ’s sake does not mean God doesn’t _________ us. (I Peter 4:12a; 

John 15:13) 

II. Suffering for Christ’s sake must not ____________ us. (I Peter 4:12b; II Timothy 3:12; 

Philippians 1:29; Galatians 6:17; Acts 5:41; John 15:18–20) 

III. Suffering for Christ’s sake ______________ and ______________ us. (I Peter 4:12;       

I Peter 1:3–7; Malachi 3:2–4; Hebrews 12:1–3; I John 2:19; Matthew 13:1–23) 

IV. Suffering for Christ’s sake ______________ us later. (I Peter 4:13; Philippians 3:10; 

Romans 8:17–18; Matthew 5:10–11) 

V. Suffering for Christ’s sake ______________ us now through the special ministry of 

the Spirit. (I Peter 4:14; Acts 6:9–10; Acts 7:54–58) 

VI. Not all suffering experienced by Christians is for Christ’s _________, so do not suffer 

for being _________________. (I Peter 4:15; Romans 13:1–4; I Timothy 5:13) 

VII. There is no ___________ in suffering for Christ’s sake, only _________________.             

(I Peter 4:16; Romans 1:16; Colossians 4:2–6) 

VIII.When suffering for Christ’s sake we must keep the ___________ and remain 

______________ to the mission. (I Peter 4:19) 

IX. Suffering _______ Christ __________ unrighteous men is immeasurably better than 

suffering for rejecting Christ ________ a holy God. (I Peter 4:17–18; Proverbs 11:31; 

Hebrews 12:7; Hebrews 10:26; Acts 14:21–22) 
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1. The sermon begins with the familiar questions: Why this? Why me? Why now? 
Why do seasons of suffering so quickly push us to question God's care or 
purposes? (I Peter 4:12) 

2. Scripture acknowledges suffering honestly rather than minimizing it. How does 
biblical realism help us face hardship without losing faith? (Romans 8:18) 

3. Peter begins this passage by calling believers "beloved." Why is it crucial to 
anchor our understanding of suffering in God's love rather than in our 
circumstances? (I Peter  4:12) 

4. The sermon warns that Satan often whispers lies during trials. What lies about 
God or yourself are you most tempted to believe when suffering intensifies?  
(John 8:44) 

5. How does the cross permanently settle the question of God's love for His people? 
(Romans 5:8) 

6. How does counting the cost ahead of time help us remain faithful when suffering 
comes? (Luke 14:27-28) 

7. Peter describes suffering as a "fiery trial." Why does Scripture so often use fire 
imagery to describe God's refining work? (Malachi 3:2-3) 

8. The sermon explains that trials remove spiritual "dross." What attitudes or 
attachments tend to surface -or fall away- when pressure increases? (Hebrews 
12:11) How does perseverance, rather than perfection, serve as a mark of genuine 
faith? (I John 2:19) 

9. Suffering can also reveal shallow faith. Why does hardship often expose what 
prosperity can conceal? (Matthew 13:20-21) 
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10. The sermon clarifies that we do not add to Christ's atoning work, yet we share in 
His sufferings. How does this deepen our fellowship with Christ?                
(Philippians 3:10) 

11. The sermon notes there is no glory in being un-Christlike. How does this guard 
us from a victim mindset that excuses harmful behavior? (Proverbs 20:22) 

12. Why does Scripture treat gossip and meddling so seriously within the church?        
(I Timothy 5:13) 

13. Peter calls suffering believers to entrust their souls to God while continuing to do 
good. Why is trust paired so closely with obedience here? (I Peter 4:19) 

14. Where are you currently tempted to interpret suffering as rejection, rather than 
refinement? What truth from this passage corrects that? (I Peter 4:12-13) 

15. Which aspect of this teaching strengthens you most right now: God's love, God's 
presence, God's purpose, or God's promise of glory? Why? (I Peter 4:12-14) 

16. How can this group pray for one another to suffer faithfully, stand unashamed, 
and hope confidently in Christ? (I Peter 4:16-19) 


