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Weather Update 
Temperatures th is  week wi l l  be near normal ,  with
rain Monday (2/28) f rom pre-dawn hours through
most of  the day.  Last  week’s  colder temperatures
and rain were benef ic ial  for  the gardens,  and the
mi ld weather th is  week wi l l  prolong the l i fe and
product ion cycle of cool  weather crops.  The rain
forecast on Monday th is  week wi l l  be appreciated
because otherwise we are looking at dry
condit ions.  We are deep into the dry season now,
so any bit  of  rain is  welcome.)

The mi ld weather wi l l  last  a l l  week,  with some
sources forecast ing mid-70s Wednesday and 

Thursday (2/26 and 27) ,  and general  agreement
that cooler  temperatures wi l l  arr ive next
weekend. Remember,  th is  is  st i l l  winter .  

Even with the rain ( i f  we get i t )  we are in the
middle of F lor ida’s  dry season,  and growers
should be ready to i r r igate i f  ra ins do not occur.
Average rainfal l  in  the region for  each of the
f i rst  f ive months of  the year is  about 2.5 inches.
That is  a lso the average for  October and
December.  Only November,  our  dr iest  month,  has
less average rainfal l  –  about 1 .5 inches.  

So,  keep up with the water ing.  Using a water ing
can conserves water and al lows for  targeted
ir r igat ion.  For  sustainable growing,  hand and
water ing-can i r r igat ion is  recommended. I t  a lso
al lows gardeners to observe and interact with
each bed,  each row, and every plant.



Historical  average for week:
High,  low-70s.  Low, low-50s

Growers’  Notes:  As expected,  even with the cool
spel l ,  many plants are bolt ing and f lower ing.  Al l  i t
took was that blast  of  upper 80s for  many days
two weeks ago. Once they get the seasonal  s ignal
that winter  is  ending,  p lants begin their  t ransi t ion
from one l i fet ime to the next ,  prepar ing to die and
to generate the next generat ion of their  fami ly .
When the heat arr ives with force,  there is  no
stopping the process –  even i f  cold weather
returns.  

Check your beds to see what bolt-and-f lower
looks l ike.  In  our  gardens,  the most pronounced
bolt-and-f lower is  occurr ing with four  fami l ies:
broccol i ,  bok choy,  As ian Blue Col lards;  and
join ing them this  week,  arugula.  This  is  ear ly  for
bolt ing,  which more commonly occurs in  March.
When bolt ing starts  f lavor and texture begin to
change,  and more leaf-eat ing insects appear.

Gardeners may want to harvest  winter  greens now
whi le they are at peak,  can them or cook and then
freeze.  As for  bolt ing:  in  our  exper ience,  f i rst  to
bolt  are lettuces,  bok choy,  and arugula.  Then
come the other winter  greens,  the brass ica fami ly ,
with col lards holding out longer than al l  others –
and,  maybe,  not bolt ing at al l .  So far ,  there has
been no bolt-and-f lower ing on col lards and kale,
which should remain product ive for  at  least
another month.  

As we dr i f t  out of  the winter  growing season,
gardeners wi l l  l i ke ly  f ind i t  best  to stop plat ing
winter  vegetables:  lettuces,  choy,  col lards,  kale,
arugula,  broccol i ,  cabbages,  brussels  sprouts ,
kohl rabi ,  mustard greens,  and others.  Try  i f  you
l ike,  but they wi l l  l i ke ly  just  take up space,  t ime,
and plenty of  water.  Def in i te ly  stop by next week.  

With the approach of the last  poss ible date (ever)
for  a f reeze (March 3) ,  growers are advised to
start  seeds for  spr ing plant ing,  and to consider
cul l ing the winter  crops.  Too ear ly  for  some, to be
sure,  but certain ly  t ime to start .  Future issues of
the West Pasco Urban Farm Report  wi l l  g ive t ips
on cul l ing.  For  now, consider donat ing cul led
crops to community  groups that feed the less
fortunate,  share with neighbors ,  or  compost.
FarmNet advocates no waste gardening.  

As we prepare for  ear ly  spr ing plant ing,  we
recommend peppers ,  cucumbers ,  and tomatoes.
These three transi t ional  crops wi l l  produce
through the rest  of  the winter  and into spr ing.
The tomatoes wi l l  s tay with around unt i l  the
summer.  Peppers might ,  too.  Don’t  count on the
cumbers much past  ear ly  spr ing.  
 
Those us ing regenerat ive methods,  should see
tomatoes coming up in last-year ’s  tomato beds.
Same with sweet potatoes in the sweet potato
beds.  Two other great spr ing crops are Dragon
Tongue Beans and Pigeon Peas.  See featured
stor ies on both these high-y ie ld legumes in
recent issues of the West Pasco Urban Farm
Report  -  Dragon Tongue Beans (2/17) ,  P igeon
Peas (2/3).  Better  yet ,  t ry  growing them. Now is
a good t ime to start .  

Market News
Mark your calendar: FarmNet will have fresh local produce
at Plants & Pints, at Ordinance One, in downtown New Port
Richey, on Tuesday March 18, 5:30 to 7:30. March will feature
tomatoes, loquats, collard greens, kale, and arugula. All items,
$3 (more if you can, less if needs be). 

 *The second FarmNet Evening Market at Plants and Pints
(February 18) was very successful; and we will do it again in
March (3/18). 

CSA & Fresh Harvest Feature: 
Loquats. This week’s CSA fresh harvest feature is loquats. If
you’d like a market basket (about ½ a pound) of locally-grown
loquats from one of our groves, let us know. Suggested
donation, $3 (more if you can, less if needs be). 

Other CSA produce includes kale, collards, mustard greens,
Asian blue collards, and arugula.

CSA shareholders can pick up their shares at the homestead
every Tuesday evening. If you are interested in acquiring a
share contact us through the FarmNet website
https://farmnetnpr.com/ 

Weekly shares and single items are also available. If you are
interested in acquiring a share, contact us at
https://farmnetnpr.com/ We’ll give you a day and time to pick
them up.

FarmNet also has a booth at Tasty Tuesday and Wright’s
Famers Market. Ask for Steve at the Market

https://farmnetnpr.com/
https://farmnetnpr.com/


If you are looking for seeds and seedlings for local
growing, FarmNet is the place to go. FarmNet features
organic heirloom seeds from Seed Savers Exchange,

and the FarmNet seed bank – the largest collection of
local seeds in the area. Seedlings are also available.

Right now, we have a good supply of seedlings,
including tomatoes, mustard greens, and kohlrabi,

cauliflower – and (new this week!) onion sets. This is
the last week to get those winter greens in the ground
– so, if you want to make a run at a late winter garden,

we are here with seedlings for you.

If you desire seeds and seedlings, contact us through
FarmNet web site, and join our mailing list for the

Seed & Seedling Project.  Go to
https://farmnetnpr.com/ 

Harvest & Ripening Update 

Tomatoes: I f  you took a chance and
planted in the fal l ,  you wi l l  or  soon wi l l
have r ipe tomatoes 

Broccoli :  Your broccol i  should be
producing heads now or soon.  I t  i s  l i ke ly
bolt ing.

Loquats:  Look for  loquats r ipening.  We’ve
harvested 10 lbs so far .  St i l l  ear ly .

Peaches: Look for  f lowers on peach trees,
and f i rst  f ru i t l ings.   Peaches fol low loquats
by about a month

Mangos: Look for  the f i rst  buds on mango
trees.

Winter Greens: Reaching peak of season,
look for  bolt ing on some plants.  Harvest
now

Lettuces:  Look for  bolt ing.  Harvest  now.

Plants and Pints
Tuesday, March 18, 2025

5:30 - 7:30 pm

5738 Main Street
New Port Richey, Florida

5-3-1 Share & Support Event
Hosted by New Port Richey FarmNet

March 15, 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 pm.
5426 Main Street, New Port Richey

Gateway plaza near Coastline Salt Room, at corner of
Main Street & River Road

 Event featuring select used and unwanted items in
good condition at special donation amounts. 

For the first hour of the event (10:00 a.m. to 11:00
a.m.), all items are $5,00, each.

In the second hour (11:00 to 12:00 noon) any
remaining items are offered for $3.00, each.

In the third hour (12:00 to 1:00 p.m.), remaining
items are offered for $1.00, each.

Items include books, clothing, household items, lawn
and garden accessories, seedlings, seeds, and other

miscellaneous items. 

First come, first share.  
All donations go to the community-building work of

New Port Richey FarmNet.
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Thanks to al l  who support  New Port  Richey FarmNet and its
agrarian mission.

 
I f  you know anyone who would l ike information on acquir ing a share in

the CSA, send a message to New Port  R ichey FarmNet on Facebook.
 https://farmnetnpr.com/

https://www.facebook.com/NPRFARMNET/about
 

Cost of  annual  shares are very modest compared with other CSAs.
 

I f  you would l ike to acquire local  organic produce,  seeds,  and seedl ings,
send a message to New Port  R ichey FarmNet on Facebook and ask to be

added to our mai l ing l i s t .

Plant of  the Week: Loquats

Next week’s  p lant of  the week wi l l  be one of
Flor ida’s  most over looked and misunderstood
frui ts  –  Loquats.  In  the meant ime,  look around
the area (especial ly  in  the City  of  New Port
Richey)  for  beaut ifu l  evergreen trees with dark
leaves and smal l  yel low-to-orange fru i t .  Those
are loquats ,  the most prol i f ic  f ru i t  t rees in the
area - r ivaled only  by mangos.  I f  you look for
them, you’ l l  see them everywhere r ight now
and for  the next couple of months.   Th is  is
harvest ing season for  th is  wonderful  spr ing-
t ime Flor ida fru i t  –  and New Port  R ichey
celebrates the harvest  with America’s  only
Loquat Fest ival .This  year ’s  celebrat ion wi l l  be
Apr i l  12,  with special  events in  the week
leading up to the fest ival .

We’ l l  share a l i t t le more about loquats and the
fest ival  in  the next issue of West Pasco Urban
Farm Report  but for  now remember that th is  is
harvest  season for  loquats and they are easy
to f ind.  Unl ike oranges,  which are often
shipped from Cal i fornia to F lor ida at th is  t ime
of the year ,  the prol i f ic  loquat thr ives r ight
here in West Pasco County.  One of our  market
researchers not iced a big s ign in the produce
sect ion of a commercial  grocery store,
reading “ In Season Now,”  perched above a big
pi le of  bagged mandar in oranges (marketed
as “Halos”) ,  sh ipped in f rom Delano,
Cal i fornia.  There were no loquats for  sale in
the store,  but you can f ind plenty in West
Pasco urban yards,  gardens and groves,  and
unl ike the Delano mandar ins ,  those local
loquats do not t ravel  2,500 mi les to get to us.
They grow here,  and so do we.

Florida 
Loquat Festival

Saturday, April 12
10 am - 2 pm

Sims Park
New Port Richey, Florida 

Featuring Loquat products,
vendors and more. 

Learn about loquats during our
various event programs. 

Thank you to our partners, who make this event
possible.

 City of New Port Richey, New Port Richey
Rotary Club, Creative Institute of Dental Arts,

Cotee River Brewing Company, West Pasco
Historical Society, The White Heron Tea & Gifts

Mark Your Calendar!
11th Anniversary


