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There is  l i t t le chance of rain th is  week,  so be
ready to i r r igate.  Last  week’s  rain was most
welcome, and we received much more than is
typical  for  th is  t ime of the year –  even with cold
fronts.  Despite that s ignif icant rain event ,  we
again st ress that th is  is  the dry season in F lor ida
(especial ly  th is  part  of  F lor ida) ,  and growers
should be ready to i r r igate i f  ra ins do not occur.
Hand and can water ing conserves water and
al lows for  targeted i r r igat ion.  For  sustainable
growing,  hand and can i r r igat ion is
recommended. This  method also al lows (almost
forces)  growers to interact with al l  thei r  p lants
on an indiv idual  basis .

Weather Update 
NThis  week br ings mi lder weather and
temperatures near normal .  As you read this
report ,  you wi l l  have al ready exper ienced
the coldest  morning of the season –  pre-
dawn Saturday morning ( 1/25).  Whi le some
in our report ing area may have had a
freeze Saturday,  most i f  not al l  coastal
and urbanized New Port  R ichey l ike ly
avoided one.  A warming trend wi l l  begin
on Saturday ( 1/25) and cont inue for  the
rest  of  the week,  with temperatures
gett ing close to normal by next weekend
(February 1st  and 2nd).  



Historical  average for week: High,  low-
70s.  Low, low-50s

Growers ’  Notes:  We are coming up on the
date for  the last  poss ible f reeze.  Sources
vary on the last  f reeze date,  but most put i t
in  the last  week of January to the second
week of February.  Of course,  there are
exceptions,  and there have occasional ly
been freezes throughout the ent i re month of
February –  but they are rare.  Histor ical
records indicate the latest  f reeze in th is
area occurr ing on March 3.

With the warming temperatures th is  week
and approach of the last  poss ible date for
a freeze,  growers may want to take a
chance on start ing spr ing plant ing.  For now,
best bet is  st i l l  winter  vegetables:  col lards,
kale,  arugula,  broccol i ,  cabbages,  brussels
sprouts ,  kohl rabi ,  and others.  Al l  are
members of  the Brass ica fami ly  and wi l l
thr ive throughout the winter  and into the
spr ing.  Addit ional  good news,  these greens
can surv ive a freeze.  

For those wi l l ing to take the r isk ,
t ransi t ional  (spr ing) crops can be planted
now. Three excel lent t ransi t ional  vegetables
are cucumbers ,  tomatoes,  and peppers.
Beans,  and cow peas can be tr ied as wel l ,
a long with an over looked treasure,  pigeon
peas (gandules) .  

We’ l l  te l l  you al l  a l i t t le bit  about gandules
next week,  and how we grow them here.  

 Unt i l  then,  take a look at th is  good s i te
(from among many) on a great legume: 
https://www.healthbenef i tst imes.com/pigeo
n-pea/

Gandules and the other t ransi t ional  crops
wi l l  produce through winter  and into spr ing.
Be advised,  however ,  unl ike the winter  greens
noted above,  they do not thr ive in very cold
temperatures and a freeze wi l l  k i l l  them. So,
growers beware.  I f  these great crops surv ive
though the winter ,  they wi l l  produce wel l  in
the spr ing –  but don’t  grow them unless you
are comfortable with disappointment.  

As noted last  week,  at  our  exper imental
market gardens,  we are comfortable with
disappointment –  so,  we are rol l ing the dice
on tomatoes.  We have dozens of plants in the
market gardens and the res ident ial  gardens
we manage,  and al l  are loaded with r ipening
green tomatoes;  100s of tomatoes.  We
harvested the f i rst  ones last  week.  Just  a
few, but just  wonderful !  Del ic ious –  of
course.  

I f  you are looking for  seeds and seedl ings for
winter  growing,  order or  pick up from
FarmNet,  which feature organic heir loom
seeds from Seed Savers Exchange,  and the
FarmNet seed bank –  the largest  col lect ion
of local  seeds –  and we have gandules!

Seedl ings are also avai lable.  R ight now, we
have a good supply of  seedl ings,  including
tomatoes,  mustard greens,  and kohlrabi .

Thank You For Celebrating Arbor Day
Friday, January 17, 2025

Arbor Day in New Port Richey was a great success. The 2025
celebration marked the 36th year the city has

commemorated Arbor Day in Florida – the state with the first
Arbor Day in the nation every year.

For more information on this year’s Arbor Day, visit our blog
at https://farmnetnpr.com/blog

 

https://www.healthbenefitstimes.com/pigeon-pea/
https://www.healthbenefitstimes.com/pigeon-pea/


Market News 

The f i rst  ( t r ia l )  FarmNet Evening Market
at P lants and Pints  on January 21  was

very successful ;  and we wi l l  do i t  again
next month.  FarmNet wi l l  have fresh
local  produce at P lants & Pints ,  at

Ordinance One,  in downtown New Port
Richey,  on Tuesday February 18 ,  5:30 to
7:30.   We are hoping to have the f i rst

tomatoes and f i rst  loquats of  the
season.

In the meant ime,  CSA shareholders can
pick up their  shares at the homestead

every Tuesday evening.  I f  you are
interested in acquir ing a share contact

us through the FarmNet website
https://farmnetnpr.com/ 

Weekly  shares and s ingle i tems are also
avai lable.  

Fresh Harvest Feature:
Collard Greens  

This  week’s  f resh harvest  feature is
Col lard Greens.  I f  you’d l ike a bag

of f resh-harvest  local ly  grown
organic col lard greens f rom one of

our gardens,  let  us know. Suggested
donation,  $3 (more i f  you can,  less

i f  needs be).  
Contact us at

https://farmnetnpr.com/ We’ l l  g ive
you a day and t ime to pick them up.

 
FarmNet also has a booth at Tasty

Tuesday and Wright ’s  Famers
Market.  Ask for  Steve at the Market

Thanks to al l  who support  New Port  R ichey FarmNet and i ts
agrar ian miss ion.

 
I f  you know anyone who would l ike information on acquir ing

a share in the CSA, send a message to New Port  R ichey
FarmNet on Facebook.

 https://farmnetnpr.com/
https://www.facebook.com/NPRFARMNET/about

 
Cost of  annual  shares are very modest compared with other

CSAs.
 

I f  you would l ike to acquire local  organic produce,  seeds,
and seedl ings,  send a message to New Port  R ichey FarmNet

on Facebook and ask to be added to our mai l ing l i s t . .

https://farmnetnpr.com/

