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Weather Update 
Temperatures th is  week wi l l  be above normal
with l i t t le chance of rain.  Best  chance of
rain in Sunday (March 30) and Tuesday (Apr i l
1 )  –  no fool ing!  Both days are forecast to
have less than a 50% rain probabi l i ty .  
           
We are running a bit  below normal for  winter
rain ,  but c lose enough to avoid having our
severe drought condit ions worsen.  

This  is  the dry season,  so keep up with the
ir r igat ion.  Using a water ing can conserves
water and al lows for  targeted i r r igat ion.  For
sustainable growing,  hand and water ing-can
ir r igat ion is  recommended. I t  i s  the most
responsible and conservat ive approach
dur ing a drought –  or  anyt ime for  that
matter .  

Automatic systems do not al low for  such
focused and conservat ive water use –  even
dr ip systems are often less thr i f ty .  Water ing
can i r r igat ion also al lows gardeners to
observe and interact with each bed,  each
row, and every plant.



Historical  average for week:
High,  low-80s.  Low, low-60s

Growers’  Notes:  As noted in recent
weeks,  p lants are bolt ing and f lower ing.  

The bolt ing and f lower ing is  welcome,
even i f  ear ly  th is  year.  This  means the
plants are healthy and fol lowing their
natural  course of l i fe.  Bees and other
pol l inators thr i l l  at  the seasonal
vegetable f lowers.  

So do we. F lower ing broccol i  and mustard
are favor i tes ,  with arugula not far  behind.  

Gardeners may want to harvest  winter
greens now whi le they are at peak to
cook,  can,  or  f reeze.  

Growers should start  seeds or  open sow
for spr ing gardens.  Winter  crops should
be cul led.   

In  our  nursery we have Dragon Tongue
Beans an cucumber seedl ings.  Short ly  we
wi l l  have eggplant ,  and peppers.  Others
are encouraged to consider these re l iable
Spr ingt ime transi t ion crops –  and
certain ly ,  add tomatoes to that l i s t .  We
are not start ing tomatoes now, because
we already have an abundance,  having
avoided a hard freeze.  The nursery has
dozens of tomato seedl ings –  avai lable to
the community  for  donat ions.  Remember,
these seedl ings are accl imated to the
region and especial ly  West Pasco.  They
wi l l  a lso produce rel iable seeds for
regenerat ion.

The tomato harvest  has been except ional
th is  year.  At  our  main garden we have
harvested over 50 pounds so far .  I f  you
started tomatoes in the fal l ,  you are l ike ly
also enjoying abundant harvests  now. 

As you cul l  your  crops,  p lease donat ing
the cul l ings.  Share your harvest  with
fr iends and neighbors (human and others) ,
compost ,  and return to the soi l .  FarmNet
advocates no waste gardening.  

Those us ing regenerat ive methods,
should see tomatoes coming up in last-
year ’s  tomato beds.  Same with sweet
potatoes in the sweet potato beds.  Two
other great spr ing crops are Dragon
Tongue Beans and Pigeon Peas.  See
featured stor ies on both these high-y ie ld
legumes in recent issues of the Farm
Report .

Market News
Mark your calendar: The next FarmNet Evening
Market at Plants and Pints is April 15 (4/15). 

Mark your calendar: FarmNet will have fresh local
produce at Plants & Pints, at Ordinance One, in
downtown New Port Richey, on Tuesday April 15, 5:30
to 7:30. April will feature tomatoes, loquats, collard
greens, and possibly kale and arugula. 

FarmNet also has a booth at Tasty Tuesday and
Wright’s Famers Market. 

CSA & Fresh Harvest Feature: Tomatoes. This week’s
CSA fresh harvest feature is loquats. If you’d like a
market basket (about ½ a pound) of locally-grown
tomatoes from one of our gardens, let us know.
Suggested donation, $3 (more if you can, less if needs
be). 

Other CSA produce includes tomatoes, kale, collards,
and arugula.

CSA shareholders can pick up their shares at the
homestead every Tuesday evening. If you are
interested in acquiring a share contact us through the
FarmNet website https://farmnetnpr.com/ 

Weekly shares and single items are also available.
Suggested donations: $10 one item, $20 any four, $30
five or more.

If you are interested in acquiring a share, contact us
at https://farmnetnpr.com/ We’ll give you a day and
time to pick them up.

FarmNet also has a booth at Tasty Tuesday and
Wright’s Famers Market. Ask for Steve at the Market

https://farmnetnpr.com/
https://farmnetnpr.com/


If you are looking for seeds and seedlings
for local growing, FarmNet is the place to

go. FarmNet features organic heirloom
seeds from Seed Savers Exchange, and the
FarmNet seed bank – the largest collection

of local seeds in the area. Seedlings are
also available. Right now, we have a good
supply of seedlings, including tomatoes,

mustard greens. 

If you desire seeds and seedlings, contact
us through FarmNet web site, and join our

mailing list for the Seed & Seedling Project.
Go to https://farmnetnpr.com/ 

Check out our CSA 
Costs of annual shares are very

modest compared with other CSAs.

Weekly, monthly, and quarterly
shares are also available. Suggested

donations: 
Weekly $10 one item, $20 any four,

$30 five or more.
Monthly (full share, 4 weeks): $70

Quarterly (full share): $180
Half Year (5 months) $250 

Annual Share $400

If you would like to acquire local
seeds and seedlings, send a
message to New Port Richey

FarmNet on Facebook and ask to be
added to our mailing list.

Harvest & Ripening Update

Tomatoes: If you took a chance and planted in the
fall, and did not have a freeze, you should have ripe
tomatoes in abundance. If you planted in January or
February, you have a few more weeks before
harvesting – but you should have fruit forming. 

Broccoli: Broccoli should be producing heads, with
bolting increasing. Nearing end of season.

Loquats: Loquats continue to ripen. Because of the
erratic weather, this will be a light season.

Peaches: Look for increasing fruitlings. Peaches
follow loquats by about a month. Some are ripe now.

Mangos: Look for the buds on mango trees. Look for
first tiny fruitlings.

Winter Greens: Season ending, look for bolting on
some plants. Harvest now or let them seed.

Beans: Dragon tongue beans will be producing
flowers and first pods. 

Lettuces: Look for bolting. Harvest now. Season is
nearly over and may be over for some.

Starts
Tomatoes: Continue planting and start more now.

Beans: Start bush and pole beans now. Continue
planting Dragon tongue beans and start more now.

Pigeon Peas: These reliable legumes are flowering
and producing pods now and until fall. Start more
now.

Peppers: Start peppers now.

Okra: Start okra or open sow. Okra starts best in
cells.

Black-eyed Peas: Start now.

Eggplant: Start now.
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Thanks to al l  who support  New Port  Richey FarmNet and its
agrarian mission.

I f  you know anyone who would l ike information on acquir ing a share in
the CSA, send a message to New Port  R ichey FarmNet on Facebook.

 https://farmnetnpr.com/
https://www.facebook.com/NPRFARMNET/about

Cost of  annual  shares are very modest compared with other CSAs.
I f  you would l ike to acquire local  organic produce,  seeds,  and

seedl ings,  send a message to New Port  R ichey FarmNet on Facebook
and ask to be added to our mai l ing l i s t .

Featuring Loquat products, vendors
and more. 

Learn about loquats during our
various event programs. 

Thank you to our partners, who make this event
possible.

 City of New Port Richey, New Port Richey Rotary
Club, Creative Institute of Dental Arts, Cotee River

Brewing Company, West Pasco Historical Society, The
White Heron Tea & Gifts

Ecology Florida and New Port
Richey FarmNet, with support of
the City of New Port Richey, will
host the 12  annual celebration
of the Florida Loquat Festival on

Saturday, April 12 from 10:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in New Port

Richey at Sims Park in and
around historic Peace Hall. This
is the only loquat festival in the

United States. Thanks to our
major sponsor, The New Port

Richey Rotary Club; our
community supporters,

SERVPRO – Team George, NLG
Divorce and Family Law; and

other businesses, groups, and
individuals in the community.

th

 
The festival is a learning and

sharing event to help expand the
knowledge and appreciation of

the loquat tree and its fruit.
There will be presentations on
the cultivation of loquat trees,

various uses of the fruit and
leaves, and presentations about

community markets and
agrarianism.


