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church praises and worships
God when it comes together.
So I love that Peter starts this
letter with “Praise God” and
then goes on to tell us why
we should be praising God,
even though we are suffering
and this life is hard. Peter
tells us that we should praise
God because:

1. God the Father has
caused us to be born
again to a Living
hope in Jesus Christ

2. We have an eternal
inheritance that
awaiting us until
Christ returns

3. We are being guarded
until then by God
through our faith in
Christ

4. Because of this we
can have joy in the
midst of suffering
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Praise The Father in
heaven because He has
Caused us to be born again
I’m going to come back to
this idea about a living hope,
but let’s look at that phrase
“Born Again”. We use it a
lot. But think about what it
really implies. It’s a
complete transformation. We
are not, as believers, the
same people we were before,
but a little better now. Col. 2
says we were DEAD in our
old lives, and we are now
“made alive together with
him”. In John 3, Jesus said
that if we are not born again,
we cannot see the kingdom
of God”.
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won’t accept it. Pray for

them! Pray that God open

their eyes and hearts so that

they can see him. So that

they can put to death the “old

man’’ and be born again. The

Holy Spirit has to change

their heart.
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Christ, if indeed we suffer
with Him, that we may also
be glorified together.” We are
official members of the
family with all the rights and




privileges that go with it. 1
live in France and French
law is quite a bit different
than in the U.S. One way it
is different is inheritance law.
In France, if you have kids,
when you die, no matter
what your will says, all of
your kids split your estate
equally. If you had a
favoirite kid, too bad, all the
kids get an equal share. It is
their right as your heir.
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It’s the same with us. As
believers, we have a right to
our eternal inheritance.
SO.... What do we know
about this inheritance that we
are promised?

1. First, we will have
relationship with God in
eternity-““ And this is
eternal life, that they
know you, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ
whom you have sent.
(John 17:3) Rev. 21:3
tells us that God will
dwell with man. Our
inheritance is not
primarily a place or a
thing but a relationship
with Jesus Christ. We
will really, truly see him
face to face.

2. Righteousness will shine
like the sun (13:43)

3. Resurrection Bodies (1
Cor 15:50-57)

4. We will reign with Christ
(2 Tim 2:12)

5. New Heavens and New
Earth (Rev21:1)

6. Our text tells us that our
heavenly reward is
imperishable and Jesus
also says this in the
sermon on the mount.

We should praise God

because we have an
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unimaginably great
inheritance that awaits us.

Priase God because He is
guarding not only our
heavenly reward, but us.
This is what Reformed
Theologians call the doctrine
of “The Perseverance of the
Sants”. One of my favorite
preachers, John Piper,
explains it like this: “If I can
keep myself in the faith, I
don’t need [God] to keep me
in the faith. So I take this to
mean “kept by the power of
God through faith,” meaning
that’s the way God does it.
He keeps me through faith;
that is, he sees to it that I get
up and believe in the
morning. So if you asked me,
“Why did you getup a
believer this morning and not
an unbeliever?” My answer
is, “He kept me. He kept me.
He worked in my mind,
which is always drifting

away, and he draws me
back.”
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One of my favorite song
writers is a good friend in
London named Ben. He and
one of our professors wrote a
song together that talks about
this. One verse goes; ““ |
persevere in hope: the Spirit
leads me home, the blood of
Christ will yet suffice, and
you will keep your own.”
We should praise God
because he guards us by faith
until salvation is fully
realized at some future time.
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Praise God because this
Living Hope that we have
gives us joy in the midst of
suffering

Verses 6 and 7 give us this
amazing picture of the
Christian life and it begins




with idea of living hope. It
says “In this you rejoice,
though now for a little while,
if necessary, you have been
grieved by various trials, so
that the tested genuineness of
your faith— more precious
than gold that perishes
though it is tested by fire—
may be found to result in
praise and glory and honor at
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anything else, it’s dead or
dying. What I mean is, if
Cheryl’s hope in in me, she’s
in trouble. We’ve been
married 34 years and she
looks just the same, but if
you look at pictures of me
back then and look at me
now, you’ll “What
happened”? I’'m a dying
hope, not a living hope. We
all are. We are all perishing.
You don’t want your hope to
be in person. They will let
you down and will
eventually leave you or you
will leave them.
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We put our hope in lots of
different things; money,
fame, success in our job,
comfort, good health,
acceptance, romantic love,
family, our retirement, the
government. Well, hopefully
not the government. The
world tells you to put your
hope in these things, to seek
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after these things, to love
these things. And that’s a
good way to define
suffering-the stripping away
these things. It’s taking
away whatever is on that list
that matters to you. Suffering
is the loss of a family
member, or of your health, or
your fortune, or your feeling
of being loved and accepted.
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than all I feel
1 set my hope on Jesus
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So in verses — and 7 of our
text it says “In this you
rejoice, though now for a
little while, if necessary, you
have been grieved by various
trials, 7so that the tested
genuineness of your faith—
more precious than gold that
perishes though it is tested
by fire— may be found to
result in praise and glory and
honor at the revelation of
Jesus Christ. perishing.” The
“THIS” we rejoice in, is that
Living Hope.
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The last thing I want to talk
about is this idea rejoicing in
trials. The way Peter writes
this is paradoxical. It says
we rejoice now, it’s present
tense-you rejoice though you
suffer trials-It’s present tense.
We have joy now and we
have suffering now. The
word in Greek used there is a
heavy word. It’s the same
word for suffering that Jesus
uses when he is in the garden
at Gethsemane when he told
Peter and James and John *
My soul is very sorrowful,
even to death”. He is saying
my soul feels crushed with
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now” and “you have sorrow
now”. Not, you had sorrow
but you will have joy or you
were grieving but not you are
rejoicing. He’s not even
saying, which Christians say
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a lot, you are suffering but
you know that you have this
joy is “waiting for you in
glory” and that gives you the
strength to hold on. What
Peter is saying here is radical
and it doesn’t make sense to
world, or probably even to
most Christians because it’s
so radical. Perer is saying
that right now you a filled
with immense joy and at the
same time you are filled with
intense sorrow. This seems
impossible because it seems
like an either/or proposition.
Either you are full of joy or
you are full of sorrow. One
thing would cancel out the
other. Joy would diminish
your sorrow and sorrow
would diminish your joy,
right?
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But if you are born again
into this living hope, you joy
isn’t based on your
circumstances like health, or
success, or your family all
doing wonderfully. In fact,
this verse says that suffering
acts a like crucible and
drives us further into our
faith. You all know this. It’s
never when everything is
going perfect that grow in
your faith. It’s in the trails
and the tests of life that we
dig even further down into
the Living Hope that we
have in Jesus. It’s in the
suffering that we realize how
valuable this living hope it.
The text says that the trails
refine our faith the way fire
refines gold; it makes it more
pure and makes it shine even
brighter.
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Hebrews 12 tells us that
Jesus “for the joy that was
set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame”.
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Jesus suffered, he really
suffered. But he also had joy
and the joy that was set
before him wasn’t being
back in heaven with the
Father. He already had that.
Isiah 53 prophecies about
what Jesus joy was. The
thing held took real joy in,
even while suffering on the
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cross. It says in Isiah 53
verse 11 that “Out of the
anguish of his soul he shall
see and be satisfied; by his
knowledge shall the
righteous one, my servant,
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This may not be a great
illustration, but last August
when our Granddaughter was
born, Our daughter-in-law
was so enamored with her
new daughter that the first
night or two back from the
hospital she was like “I just
want to hold her all the time,
Kev.” I would offer for us to
keep her at night and Carlie
was like “ I just can’t”. It
was a little hard because we
had come a long way to get
our hands on that baby.
However, when she said that,
instead of being upset or
worried or even stressed, my
wife and I just exchanged a
knowing look. And sure
enough, after a couple
sleepless nights, she came up
to us and asked if we could
keep the baby for the night.
Then we got the baby all we
wanted while we were there.
She was thrilled to have the
help. You see, we might have
been a little disappointed to
not get to have as much time
with that new baby as we
wanted at first, but we
KNEW what was coming.
And it was worth the wait.
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is the Living Hope that all
born again believers have.

Let’s Pray.
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