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I had the honor and privilege of successfully sponsoring House Bill 1016 in the
66th Texas Legislature which made Emancipation Day ‘‘Juneteenth’” an official
state holiday.

This accomplishment was not without difficulties. Some pseudo — sophisticates
asserted that I had ignorantly chosen the wrong day. Other critics charged that the
whole effort was trivial — it would neither alleviate the suffering of the poor nor
ameliorate the effects of racism; indeed, that it would perpetuate cliches about red
soda water and watermelons.

June 19, 1865 was, of course, the day slavery ended in Texas and for that
reason its anniversary has always been celebrated not only in Texas but also in
bordering areas of Louisiana, Arkansas and Oklahoma.

The official recognition of Emancipation Day is a significant step forward. It is
a symbol and symbols are important. What are the cross and the flag but symbols.
I believe the Biblical injunction that “It is better to light one candle than to curse
the darkness.” I feel that for a state which not too long ago celebrated Jefferson
Davis’ Birthday, now to celebrate the end of slavery means that many have now
seen the light of someone’s candle. This is a holiday not just for Black Texans but
for all Texans. This is a day to tdke pride in our culture and history.

Freedom is worth celebrating and I am pleased that we in Texas have been
celebrating it for 115 years. I am proud that the celebration is now official and that
I had a part in making it so.
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