Mood Videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SQq7XZ Im34&t=16s
Example 1: “Eurydice” by H. D. (1886 — 1961)

So you have swept me back,

| who could have walked with the live souls
above the earth,

| who could have slept among the live flowers
at last;

so for your arrogance

and your ruthlessness

| am swept back

where dead lichens drip

dead cinders upon moss of ash;

so for your arrogance
| am broken at last,
| who had lived unconscious,

who was almost forgot;

In her poem, H.D. gives Eurydice (a nymph in Greek mythology,
daughter of Apollo, and wife of Orpheus) a voice to express her
anger and resentment at her fate. Orpheus has the chance to rescue
Eurydice from the Underworld and bring her back to life on Earth,
under the condition that he not look back at her until both of them
are touched by daylight. Unfortunately, Orpheus looks back at
Eurydice as soon as he reaches the surface, not waiting for her to
do the same, and she is banished once again to the Underworld
forever.
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Example 2: And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie (1890 -
1976)

The others went upstairs, a slow unwilling procession. If this had
been an old house, with creaking wood, and dark shadows, and
heavily panelled walls, there might have been an eerie feeling. But
this house was the essence of modernity. There were no dark
corners — no possible sliding panels — it was flooded with electric
light — everything was new and bright and shining. There was
nothing hidden in this house, nothing concealed. It had no
atmosphere about it. Somehow, that was the most frightening thing
of all. They exchanged good-nights on the upper landing. Each of
them went into his or her own room, and each of them
automatically, almost without conscious thought, locked the door....

In her well-known novel, Christie makes an interesting and clear
delineation between mood and atmosphere in a narrative. The
atmosphere of the house where the group is staying is modern,
new, and open, and therefore emanates what should be a non-
threatening feeling to the characters and readers as well. However,
in describing the behavior of the characters in this “non-
threatening” setting, the mood of the story becomes ominous and
foreboding. Therefore, Christie utilizes mood as a literary device to
evoke feelings in the reader of nervousness and fear even though
the atmosphere of the setting does not appear frightening. This
makes for an engaging and memorable reading experience.

Example 3: The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway (1899 -
1961)

He looked across the sea and knew how alone he was now. But he
could see the prisms in the deep dark water and the line stretching
ahead and the strange undulation of the calm. The clouds were
building up now for the trade wind and he looked ahead and saw a
flight of wild ducks etching themselves against the sky over the
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water, then blurring, then etching again and he knew no man was
ever alone on the sea.

In his well-known novel, Hemingway portrays a character (the old
man) who lives much of his life in isolation and often suffers from
loneliness. However, as demonstrated in this passage, the overall
mood of the story reflects the comforting presence of nature, which
eases the man'’s feelings of loneliness and those of the reader as
well. Hemingway establishes this mood through the peaceful and
comforting tone of the narrator towards the old man and the
setting, which influences the reader’'s emotions.

Reference: https://literarydevices.net/mood/
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