
AP Lit Test on “Thank You, Ma’am” by Langston Hughes 

Directions:  

Part 1: Prior to taking the test, review the following terms: 

diction, mood, tone, and atmosphere. Reflect on the 

function of each. How does each term shape a story? 

Tone: "What is Tone in Literature?": A Literary Guide for 

English Students and Teachers - YouTube 

Tone vs Mood: "What is the Difference Between Tone and 

Mood?": A Literary Guide for English Students and Teachers - 

YouTube and What's the Mood? - YouTube 

Diction: AP English Language: Introduction to Diction - 

YouTube and "What is Diction in Literature?": A Literary 

Guide for English Students and Teachers - YouTube 

Atmosphere: How to describe atmosphere in literature - YouTube and What Is An 

Atmosphere In Literature? - Tales And Texts - YouTube 

 

Thoroughly answer the following questions using complete sentences. You must 

support your answer with citations from the story.  

1. Explain how Hughes uses both direct and indirect characterization to develop 

the main characters of the story.  

2. How does the setting contribute to the tone and mood of the story? 

3. What is the overarching theme of the story? 

4. Explain how the diction used in the story affects the reader’s experience and 

perception? 

5. How is Roger’s character like many young boys today? 

6. Think about the two characters from the story: Mrs. Bates and Roger. With 

whom do you have the most in common?  Explain and give examples. 
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