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At Oikos, after selecting and singing a hymn, one person prays for the meeting.
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Scripture Reading: Acts 1:1-8

From Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria
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A Christ-Centered Reading of the Book of Acts
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The public ministry of Jesus, His suffering, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension are
the core contents of the Gospels. All of these events are the fulfillment of God's plan
of salvation, long promised in the Old Testament. Jesus rose from the dead, ascended,
and now reigns at the right hand of God's throne. Having ascended, the risen Jesus
could no longer remain on earth with His people. Therefore, as He had promised, He

sent the Holy Spirit, His own Spirit, to them. In this way, the Gospel of the Kingdom



of God, which Jesus proclaimed and accomplished, continued to spread through His

disciples. The Book of Acts must be understood in this Christ-centered context.

eed 44 48 M 0|7 HAs2 d8He == ZO|Y0}F otLtd Liate
22 O|F0] 7= M7k gLt of A HA| Fefol of£0] 7=l AYLILE 2El=
degs Ae|akef 2A8ls O sHOILL 222 OlfsAl= ¢ gLIth 2=F2 48
dE2 ZE 0lofA FO{FAl= oLt el of%o| g#/0|H, d2|Ak oA AL Ct
ojgiect 98 48 AtdS S = ArE0| d8 2 &7 Eltt= 50| & oLty Liate
=50| 2yEtts A 22 2ojgls 24 &L

After the event of Pentecost and the coming of the Holy Spirit, the disciples, by the
Spirit's help, became the agents who carried out the work of the Kingdom of God.
This event, too, was the fulfillment of Old Testament promises. We must not
understand the Holy Spirit as some power or force unrelated to Christ. The coming of
the Spirit at Pentecost was the fulfillment of God's promise poured out upon all people,
and it was a Christ-centered event. Through this outpouring of the Spirit, we see that
the promise of everyone receiving the Spirit is the same as the Gospel of the Kingdom

of God being expanded to all.
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The Book of Acts is the sequel to the Gospel of Luke. Unlike the Gospel, which focuses
on the ministry of Jesus, Acts describes the spread of the Kingdom of God after Jesus'’
ascension. It shows how the Kingdom expanded and how the gospel of the Kingdom
was proclaimed to all nations. Acts testifies to the way in which the disciples,
empowered and upheld by the Holy Spirit, carried out this mission. Like the Gospels,
Acts is a Christ-centered book. In Acts, however, the Holy Spirit steps onto the stage
in full view. This Spirit is described as the very Spirit of Christ. Therefore, it is vital to
read Acts without losing sight of this reality.
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Acts cannot be separated from the theology of the Kingdom of God. While the
expression “Kingdom of God” does not appear frequently in Acts, it becomes evident
as one reads that the entire book is in fact about the Kingdom. The core of Jesus'

teaching was the Kingdom of God, and likewise, the central message of His disciples

was also the Kingdom of God.
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In the Gospels, the disciples are often portrayed in weakness. But in Acts, they boldly
proclaim the gospel with great power. What made this possible was the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. This event did more than simply grant them power. It
was the fulfillment of God’'s long-promised covenant, anticipated since the Old
Testament. Pentecost was a pivotal moment in salvation history when God poured out
His Spirit on all people. Through this event, the gospel was no longer confined to the
Jews but extended also to the Gentiles. All who called upon and believed in the name
of Jesus began to experience the reality of salvation.
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Acts records these developments in detail. In particular, it shows how the geographical
expansion promised by Jesus was fulfilled (Acts 1:8). The first half of Acts portrays the
Kingdom extending beyond Judea into Samaria, where outsiders and those on the
margins were incorporated into the people of God. Through Acts, we witness the
gospel of the Kingdom, promised in the Old Testament, advancing in surprising and

astonishing ways. This is nothing less than the work of God.
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The reason the Kingdom of God must be proclaimed to all nations is that the risen

and ascended Jesus is now Lord over the whole earth and all peoples. Just as the



authority of Jesus Christ has no limits, so too His gospel will reach to the very ends

of the earth.
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Through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the gospel began to spread
beyond the Jews to the whole world. That same gospel has now reached us today.

Let's share how this gospel has transformed our own lives.
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How is the Holy Spirit at work in your life right now? In what ways is your transformed

life influencing or impacting others?
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What are some practical steps you can take this week to apply God's gospel to every

area of your life? Let's share and encourage one another.
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1. Based on the Scripture, offer a prayer of praise and thanksgiving.
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven

given to mankind by which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12)
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2. Hoping for change in our daily lives, offer prayers of repentance and resolution.
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3. Pray for one another and for the church.
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4. Conclude the Oikos meeting with the Lord's Prayer.



