20254 8 @ 20|3 A LHEX| Oikos Sharing for August 2025

QO|ZA0MN HE7L S TS W0 £E $, YEE B A0 2US 8| 7| TRt

At Oikos, after selecting and singing a hymn, one person prays for the meeting.
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Scripture Reading: Matthew 4:1-11

The Son of God who triumphed over temptation
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Reading the Gospels through a Christ-centered lens:
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There are two key words that are essential to understanding the Kingdom of God:
"already" and "not yet." The Kingdom of God has already come to this world. The
blessings of the end times have already been given to us—because Jesus has already
fulfilled His mission on earth by living a sinless and perfect life, and by overcoming
Satan. By conquering death and rising again, He firmly established the Kingdom of
God in our midst. Our only task is to bow before Him, to believe in Him, and to return

to Him by repenting of our sins.
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At the same time, we are living in the "not yet." Although we are saved by grace, we
have not yet reached perfection. Until Christ returns, we must remain vigilant and
continue to fight against sin every day. In this life, we will experience many
disappointments and face moments that steal our joy. Yet even in such moments, we
must hold fast to the truth that Jesus Christ—who rules over all creation—will come
again in the end. He is the victorious Lord. Jesus will surely return and bring the
Kingdom of God to its full completion. We live each day in faith, looking forward to

that glorious day.
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The wilderness temptation of Jesus carries three significant meanings. First, through
His victory in the wilderness, Jesus overcame Israel’s repeated failures in fulfilling their

calling as God's “firstborn son” (Exodus 4:22-23). Where Israel had grumbled and failed



repeatedly after the exodus, Jesus triumphed by relying on the very words God had
given to Israel in the wilderness (Deuteronomy 6 and 8). In doing so, He trusted the
Father completely and refused to misuse His identity and privileges as the Son of God

for personal gain.

X A7] W0 S
7|4 ol 4= 2 OF el
Second, Jesus confronted Satan in the barren wilderness—a place that vividly revealed
the consequences of sin, brought about by Adam'’s disobedience. Unlike Adam, who
failed in paradise, Jesus prevailed in the wilderness. His victory overcame the chaos
and disorder introduced by Adam’s sin.
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Third, the temptation account reveals the victory of the Anointed Son of God. This
triumph points forward to the restoration of all things through the ministry of Jesus,
the Son of God and representative of humanity. It also proclaims the ultimate downfall

of Satan’s kingdom.
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Jesus, who proclaimed the Kingdom of God, is the obedient Son and the one who
had already triumphed over human opposition. He possesses the power and authority
to bind the strong man. When Jesus declares the Kingdom of God, that Kingdom
comes with power. He begins His ministry in Galilee, the region closest to the Gentile
territories. To the people walking in darkness, He comes as the light of salvation and

proclaims the Gospel—the good news of the Kingdom of God.
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Jesus heals the sick, casts out demons, and forgives sins through miraculous signs. As
the obedient Son of God and the Anointed Messiah, Jesus increasingly reveals His
identity and the nature of God's Kingdom through both His miracles and His teaching.

Those who witness or hear about these signs naturally begin to ask, "Who is this

man?"
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Jesus turns to His disciples and asks, “"Who do you say | am?” Peter answers, “"You are
the Christ.” Jesus then begins to explain what it truly means for Him to be the Christ—
how the Messiah will bring about the eternal Kingdom. But the disciples cannot yet

grasp why the Anointed King must suffer and die in Jerusalem.
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The event of the Transfiguration shows how the Kingdom of God comes in power. In
the radiant transformation of Jesus’ appearance, we behold the true glory of the Son
of God—a glory that shines even in the face of coming suffering. The voice of God
the Father from the cloud confirms that Jesus is indeed His beloved Son. Through the

resurrected Christ, we come to understand that the Kingdom of God will surely come.
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The greatest enemy that causes believers to stumble and fall is sin. How often do |

take time to confess and repent of my sins before God?
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In the wilderness—where Israel repeatedly failed—Jesus was victorious. Can | trust that

Jesus will also be victorious in the wilderness seasons of my life?



Let's share practical ways we can wholly rely on Christ, who turns our failures into
victory and gives us eternal hope, so that this week may be one of deeper faith and

trust in Him.
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1. Based on the Scripture, offer a prayer of praise and thanksgiving.
Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will
live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.

Do you believe this?" (John 11:25-26)
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2. Hoping for change in our daily lives, offer prayers of repentance and resolution.
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3. Pray for one another and for the church.
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4. Conclude the Oikos meeting with the Lord's Prayer.



