What’s up Doc?  The Walsall Sky in February 2023

By Walsall Astronomical Society


This Month
February is a quiet month but there is a planetary conjunction on the 15th

Planet Earth
Fri and Sat Feb 3rd and 4th European Astrofest, Kensington town Hall

Feb. 10th to Feb 26th , Yorkshire Dark Skies Festival, 3 dark sky sites on the moors. 



Thursday 2nd    Illustrated Talk, by prof Ian Robson (Via Zoom) The changing scene



Thursday 9th      Annual General Meeting



Thursday 16th  Open Meeting, observing if clear


Thursday 23rd  Illustrated talk,  What's up .doc. 

Television
Sky at Night,  No programme this month, back in April...

Anniversary 
62 years ago on the 12th the first ever interplanetary probe Venera launched by the USSR



93 years ago on Feb 18 1930 Clyde Tombaugh discovered Pluto 



Feb 15th , 10th anniversary of the Chelyablinsk Meteor, weighing 10 000 tons and doing 



40 000mph it destroyed a million square feet of glass with a 600 kiloton bang
Minor Planets
Asteroid 2 Pallas is magnitude 8 near Sirius
Comets
C/2022 E3 ZTF should be bright enough to see with the naked eye early this month

Meteors
No showers this month but sporadics are always possible

Satellites
The ISS is an evening object till the 4th then a morning object after the 16th
The Moon,
Full on the 5th Last quarter on the 13th New on the 20th First quarter on the 27th
Darkest skies due to lack of moonlight are in from the 16th to the 24th…

The Sun
The sun is now approaching sunspot maximum, spots have been see regularly

The Planets,
Mercury 
Was recently at Solar Conjunction so is not available  



Venus,

Is a bright (m-3.9) in the sunset, it gets higher at the end of the month 

Mars, 

In Taurus fades from magnitude -0.3 to magnitude +0.4



Jupiter, 
Is magnitude -0.2 in Pisces and getting lower each night

Saturn, 
Is moving closer to the sunset and becoming more difficult to see

Uranus 
Is an evening object, the highest of the planets so best for observing

Neptune,
Is a difficult evening object conjoining with Venus on the 15th after 6 pm





Deep sky
Good Binocular Objects this month are :- 


M42 the Great Orion Nebula is the brightest nebula in the sky, piece of cake ! 



Don’t forget the Hyades and Pleaides in Taurus, both are naked-eye open clusters



With a telescope


Starting in the West before they set, look for:- M77 & M74 both Spiral Galaxies, 



and M39 an open cluster, M33 the triangulum Galaxy and M31 the Andromeda galaxy 



with M32 and M110 nearby



Looking south expect to see M93, M79, M41, M46, M47, M50 and of course M42



In the North you will find M63 the Sunflower Galaxy and M101 the pinwheel galaxy



Finally in the East the following will be rising, M48, M67 and M106, M44 Praesope 



(or the Beehive) is of course a naked eye object from a dark site.



Later on M51 the Whirlpool Galaxy and M64 the Black Eye galaxy will rise.

More info about how to find the comets, planets, asteroids etc can be found if you consult Stellarium

These crib notes are to a monthly slide show at Walsall A.S. with more details and of course pictures

Download Stellarium (it's free) or any of the many planetarium programs to help you round the sky

                           Enjoy, Alan

For more information about W A S or the events shown,ring 01922 632 624,

contact info@walsallastro.com or go to walsallastro.com


