What’s up Doc?  The Walsall Sky in March 2020

By Walsall Astronomical Society


Overview
Not as cold as last month, March 20, Vernal Equinox,  BST starts 26th



March is the best time to look for Zodiacal light. Best place is the Welsh coast



also the best time for a Messier Marathon

Planet Earth
Wed  March 4, astronomy in the city, B'ham Uni free talk, 6.05, ticket required



go to https://astrointhecity06032019.eventbrite.co.uk 



From Monday March 2nd, space art exhibition in Bromsgrove (22 miles)



Thurs  March 5th  Walsall Astronomical Society, Speaker evening,



William Stewart
The size of space. How did they measure it



Wednesday 18 - 22nd Keilder Forest Starcamp



Thursday 19th   Messier Marathon all nighter, try to spot all 110 Messier Objects



Friday March 20th, 03.50 hrs UT , Vernal (Spring) Equinox




Saturday, March 21st, Practical Astronomy Show with Paul Money, Kettering



Thurs, 26th  Walsall AS, What’s up Doc, illustrated talk at Rushall,



Sunday March 29th  British Summer Time begins, clocks go on at 1am 



Saturday April 4, Go Space Watch astro event in Sutton Coldfield, lots of stands,



Lectures about Hubble Telescope, James Webb Telescope, Returning to Moon.



Sutton Arts Theatre, South Parade, Sutton Coldfield. B72 1QY 



 
https://gospacewatch.co.uk/wp/

Television
Sky at Night, No sky at night this month, wait till April......................................


The Moon,  
First quarter on the 1st Full on the 9th Last quarter on the 16th  New on the 24th  




Darkest skies due to lack of moonlight are 21st to 27th of the month

The Sun 
Past minimum (I think) if you don't have a solar scope watch it on SOHO 

The Planets,
Mercury Not visible this month, too close to the Sun.

Venus is brilliant all evening, getting higher and setting 10pm or 12pm

Mars rising about 4am, conjoins with moon & Jup on 20th Saturn on 30th



Jupiter, a morning object Rises at 4am on the 1st Near Mars on 20th



Saturn, rises at 6am on the 1st near Mars on the 30th



Uranus an evening object near Venus



Neptune Solar conjunction so lost behind the sun this month



Mars, Jupiter and the Moon make an alignment on the 20th

Meteors
No bright showers this month but there can be sporadics anytime

Comets
No bright comets forcast.

Minor Planets  Asteroid 4 Vesta is magnitude eight in Aries, find it from the Hyades

Deep sky
Best Binocular Object this month is M44 Praesope, The Manger, it is also known by its more prosaic American name “The Beehive Cluster”. It’s in the heart of Cancer, about half way between Regulus and Pollux and bigger than a full moon. Another cluster, M67 lies between the the feet (Alpha and Beta) of Cancri.

M35 in Gemini is a bright open cluster . Binoculars show a misty patch. 

The Leonid Pair M65 & M66 and The Leonid Triple M95, 96 & 105 are worth a look. Orion, Andromeda and the double cluster are still in the early evening sky

March is the best time to do a Messier Marathon, have a go, 

A Marathon guide is attached,                 Good luck and dark skies.....Alan

For more information about Walsall A S or the events shown,

Go to www.Walsallastro.com or ring Alan on 01922 632 624


