What’s up Doc?   The Walsall Sky in September 2020

By Walsall Astronomical Society


September
The New Season starts here. Autumn will be with us this month, possibly the best 

time for observing, dark by nine yet still warm enough for comfort. . In the East  

the Pleiades beckon and Orion peeks. Neptune  will be at opposition on the 11th 

Events

Thursday 3rd  Walsall AS,7.30 for 8pm, talk Mike Frost Solar Eclipses cancelled

Thursday 10th,
8.30 for 9pm Walsall AS, Bill's Bits, all the latest,  cancelled



Friday Sept 18th  Walsallastro starcamp at Daisy Bank Wales, pods available


Thursday Sept 17th , 8.30 for 9pm Walsall AS, open meeting, observing if clear

Saturday 19th FAS AGM & Conference This year is by Zoom 10am

Monday Sept 22nd  , Autumn Equinox occurs at  1.30 pm



Thursday Sept 26th , 8.30 for 9pm Walsall AS, open meeting, observing if clear

Camping
Camping as usual at Daisy Bank, they have pods and NOW they have lodges with 4 beds, Kitchen and TV for £240 per 3 day weekend. http://daisy-bank.co.uk/ 

Television
Sky at Night,  Sun 13th 10.00pm, BBC4, Beyond the Visible...

Sunrise /set
1st 06:19 – 19:55      15th 06:43 – 19:23
       30th 07:08 – 18:47  (Walsall BST)

The Moon,
Full on the 2nd  Last quarter 10th  New on the 17th First quarter on the 24th, 


Darkest skies due to lack of moonlight are during the  week of 14th to 20th 



Apogee on 6th at 253911 miles  Perigee on the 18th at 220746 miles,  so eqinoxial 

spring tides, the highest and lowest tides of the year

The Planets,
Mercury, is too close to the sun for observation from the UK



Venus, is a brilliant morning object, highest and easiest to see on the 14th 

Mars,  dominates the sky with its orange glare, rises at 9.30 on the 1st

Jupiter, still an evening object in Sagittarius, getting closer to Saturn, sets at 1am

Saturn, in Sagittarius, low in the southwest and setting about 2am



Uranus in Cetus  is visible all night not far from the brilliant red Mars



Neptune is at opposition on September 11th  so is also visible all night, 



Pluto is stlll visible all evening in Saggitarius between Saturn and Jupiter

Meteors
Alpha Aurigids peak on the 1st (Tuesday) zhr is 6 with some outbursts of 140 but 

unfortunately a full moon spoils them



Piscids peak on the 8th  (Tuesday) and again on the 21st (Monday, no moon)



Delta Auririds peak on the 29th (Saturday) with a full moon to spoil them

Comets
No bright comets this month

Minor Planets
 No bright asteroids this month

Deep sky
First look in the West first and catch these before they set,



M3, M10, M12, M63 the sunflower galaxy, M51 the Whirlpool and M101 Pinwheel

In the South  find M55, M8 the lagoon nebula, M20 the trifid nebula, M22, M23, M25, M17 the omega nebula, M16 the Eagle nebula and M11 the wild duck cluster

In the North, circumpolar objects include M103 and M81 bodes galaxy

Try for Kembles Cascade in Camelopardalis, or for binoculars the double cluster

Overhead look for M52, M39, M29, M27 the dumbbell nebula, M71, M56, and M57 the ring nebula, In the East  objects are rising, such as M33, M34, M74, M45 the Pleiades, the auriga triplet M36, 37 and 38. later  M1 the crab and M35 rise.







Enjoy, Alan.

For more information about Walsall A S or the events shown, 

Contact Alan on 01922 632 624 or at info@walsallastro.com


