What’s up Doc?        The Walsall Sky in July 2021
By Walsall Astronomical Society


July
Not a good month for observing, Still hardly any darkness. Concentrate on the Moon or Jupiter and Saturn which are now present after midnight, In the south there is still the great star cloud in Sagittarius, it is quite stunning in binoculars, but not unfortunately from Walsall, it’s in the Birmingham glow. Instead try a holiday on the south coast, the sky’s darker.

Lock-down
There is a real chance that lock-down will end on Monday July 19th leaving the possibility of 

a club meeting at the clubhouse or more likely outdoors with the telescopes on Thursday 

22nd There will need to be a lot of organizing and safety procedures to make this happen so 

if  You want to attend hit reply now, if nobody replies it just won’t happen…



Observing Meet
on Tuesday, July 13th , there is a close (0.5 degree) conjunction of Mars and Venus



Which is so low down it can only be seen from a hilltop, so the club (weather permitting) will



be on Barr Beacon with telescopes to observe this from 9pm till late, we will also see a 3 

day old thin crescent moon and an asteroid… Bring Binoculars…

Events
July 3rd, Apheleon, Earth is furthest from Sun for the year (94,500,000 miles)



There is a close conjunction of Mars and Venus on the 13th (Barr Beacon meeting)

Television,
The Sky at night, Sunday, July 11th  10pm, BBC4, repeat Thurs 15th  BBC4, 7.30pm.



The Search for life in the universe…  

The Moon
Last quarter on the 1st , New on the 10th First quarter on the 17th Full on the 24th, .



Darkest skies due to lack of moonlight are between the 5th and the 15th 

The Planets, 
Mercury is visible in the morning sky, best on the 15th, 
Venus, is still visible in the West for an hour after sunset 


Mars, is becoming difficult to observe above the sunset but close to Venus on 13th.. 

Jupiter, rising at 23.49 on the 1st and 21.45 pm on the 31st  

Saturn, still close to Jupiter and rising 40 minutes earlier



Uranus and Neptune are both morning objects rising at 01.45 and 00.25 on the 1st 

Deep sky
Good Objects this month are :- 



M57 the Ring Nebula in Lyra between Gamma and Beta Lyrae, not at all difficult.



Albireo, the “beak” of the swan (Cygnus) is a beautiful blue and orange double.



M5 in Serpens caput and M13 in Hercules are the best Globular clusters in the 



Northern hemisphere, visible in binoculars, better in telescopes, the bigger the better.



The Coma Cluster is easily  visible to the naked eye but best in low power 



binoculars, it will just fill the field of 7 x 50 binoculars, enjoy a slow tour.



M10 and M12 are two more globulars in Ophiuchus but difficult being low down



The milky way cuts the sky in half from North to South passing through Cassiopeia



and Cygnus to Sagittarius and Scorpius in the south follow it with binoculars, pausing



to enjoy the many knots and clusters of stars, many of which do not have names.



Enjoy,  Alan                                                                    © A Ledbury 2021
For more information about Walsall A S or the events shown, ring Alan on 01922 632 624


