What’s up Doc?        The Walsall Sky in June 2022
By Walsall Astronomical Society


Television
The Sky at night,  Sunday June 12th, 10 pm. BBC4. Repeated Thursday June 

16th 7.30 pm. BBC4... Subject, The Astronomer Royal

Events
Summer solstice is on the 21st, at about 10.30 am. (all times in BST)



The Sun is available for observing all year round, the sunspot maximum is 

approaching and there are often sunspots and prominences But be 



CAREFUL never look at the sun without the correct safety filters, blindness 

could result… If in any doubt ask me or any of the society’s officers…

Deep Sky
Not a good month for observing deep sky, hardly any darkness at all however if you are holidaying in Cornwall or the Mediterranean, it is a little darker down south so try for Sagittarius and Scorpius which hide a wealth of bright clusters and the huge starcloud that is the centre of the Galaxy. June is also the best time to observe and photograph noctilucent clouds in the north,
Try some doubles like  Albireo, the “beak” of the swan (Cygnus) is a beautiful blue and orange double. 
Iota Librae is a double in bino’s but telescopes reveal a third and fourth companion.

The Moon
First quarter on the 7th  Full Moon on the 14th, Last quarter on the 21st New on the 29th,  Darkest skies due to lack of moonlight are at the start and end of the month.

The Planets, Mercury is visible in the morning close to Venus at the end of the month



Venus, is still brilliant in the North East before sunrise



Mars, rises at 2am near Jupiter.. 

Jupiter, rising at 01.30 am in the east and is the brightest object about 

Saturn, rises in the south east at about 00.30 am



Uranus has emerged from behind the sun

Neptune rises about 01.00 am

Meteors
The Tau Hercules meteors are due May 31st 
possible superstorm




Constellation of the month, Coma Berenices 

The hair of Berenice, wife of King Ptolomy III of Egypt 246 BCE to 222 BCE, she prayed to Aphrodite for the safe return of her husband from the wars and when the wish was granted she sacrificed her hair.

Visit one of the most incredible “things that Messier missed.” You’ll find NGC 4565 located less than two degrees east of 17 Comae…Residing at a distance of around 30 million light-years it is known as the needle. 

M99, although situated in constellation Coma Berenices, is one of the bright spiral members of the Virgo Cluster of galaxies. The black eye in M64 is seen in a 6” telescope, M85 is a lenticular galaxy
M91 is a barred galaxy 24 Comae is an orange and emerald double 8 degrees west and 1 degree north of Alpha Comae, separation is 20 arcseconds

Enjoy,    Alan Ledbury (c) 2022

For more information about Walsall A S or the events shown,

ring  01922 632 624 or check out website at www.walsallastro.co.uk


