Respect for God’s Word
Interlude
A plaque at the University of Illinois at Chicago Medical Center marks the former West Side Grounds, where the Chicago Cubs won the 1910 National League Pennant. The stadium, once located near Wolcott Avenue and Polk Street beside Cook County Hospital for the Insane, inspired the phrase “out in left field” due to unusual noises from the hospital overheard by those in the outfield. Today, this phrase refers to someone who is considered odd or unconventional.
While some still hold that the Bible is 100% accurate, an increasing portion of contemporary society finds the text to be a product of a distant, "ignorant, superstitious, and cruel age". Yes, a significant and growing number of people today consider the Bible to be “out of left field”. 
Why People Reject God’s Word
Many find the Bible's miraculous stories (e.g., the resurrection, the Flood) to be fairy tales or myths that violate natural laws.
People often disagree with the moral teachings, particularly those concerning marriage, sex, and judgment.
The Bible is often perceived as too complex to understand or interpret reliably, leading people to dismiss it entirely.
A significant reason for rejection is observing hypocritical behavior among Christians or experiencing direct hurt from church members.
These objections are often summarized as a conflict between a person’s own "truth commitments" and the demands of the Bible.
· A truth commitment is a dedication to honesty, accuracy, and the pursuit of objective reality, often involving the active avoidance of falsehoods and adherence to integrity.
· Can we say that some people want it “MY WAY”, not God’s way?



Key Differences Between My Way and God's Way:
· Foundation: My way is rooted in personal desire, selfishness, and trying to control outcomes to avoid fear. God's way is rooted in surrender, trust, and obedience, even when the path is not clear.
· Method: My way relies on human merit, working to earn rewards, or manipulating situations to get what one wants. God's way is based on grace, mercy, and humility, relying on His strength rather than human efforts.
· Outcomes: My way often leads to "self-made storms," hardship, and disappointment. God's way leads to spiritual growth, true peace, and alignment with His divine purpose.
· Perspective: My way is shortsighted, focusing on immediate comfort. God's way has a long-term perspective, often requiring "taking up the cross" and prioritizing spiritual over physical desires.
Revelation 22:18-19
18. For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:
· The Warning: It is a direct warning against tampering with the message of the prophecy
· The Consequence: The penalty for adding to the text is that God will add to that person the plagues written in the book
· Example: The Radical Right - Distorting, altering, or elevating human traditions, or personal teachings to the same authority as Scripture.
19.And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.
· The Warning: It is a severe caution against intentionally altering, twisting, or cutting down God’s Word.
· The Penalty: Those who violate this are removed from the Book of Life.
· Example: The Loose Left (In Left Field) - Twisting, watering down, or falsifying the meaning God’s Word to make it more convenient to their own will. 

Only Two Verses – And they should be enough…
If fear motivates you to respect God's Word, Revelation 22:18-19 is sufficient.
· Scripture often describes the fear of the Lord as the foundation of wisdom and understanding.
· While fear of God begins the journey toward wisdom and life change, it is only the starting point toward a loving and obedient relationship with Him.
Next Lesson – How to Love God’s Word
